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ae A. Church Doubles ‘inmoral’ Pix 
. Ban Via Boycott of Prod.’s Next Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Jack Pearl Back to ‘Dutch’ 


films” and their pro- 
His German dialectic 


kiboshed during the war because of 
American sensitivities, Jack Pearl 
is planning a comeback with the 
same type of act with which he was 
a headliner years ago. 

Pearl will try out at the RKO 
theatre, New Rochelle, N. Y., Feb 14, 
to determine audience acceptability 
of the act. 





“Immoral 


from members of the Los Angeles 
archdiocese of Catholic Sodalities. 
Not only will pictures considered in- 
decent be given the boycott by So- 
tures by the same producer will 
suffer. 

According to a two-fold resolution 
adopied in the’ latest action by the 
church group, any film condemned 
by the Legion of Decency will not 
only be boycotted but so will the | 
features following it by the same} 


producer, Any producer who puts a | Horror ‘Vigilantes’ ; 


film on market without first submit- | 


fing it to Legion wil have that nic-/ Stir Up Actions in Minn. 
: Nabe Houses Aid P.T.A. 


_cotted, resolution states. 
Currently some 25,000 Sodality 
“members, chiefly highschool girls, Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
The all-out Parent-Teachers As- 
sociation warfare: against crime and 


horror films and radio programs 
here is being waged in the neigh- 
borhoods as a* starter. Cooperation 
of neighborhood exhibitors is being 
sought in an initial drive to have 
more wholesome film fare substi- 
tuted for the usual Saturday mati- 
nee thrillers. 

Hugh E. Flynn, chairman of a 
newly-created crime and _ horror 
committee, announced that at the 
very outset one local neighborhood 
theatre had responded to the P.T.A. 
request to revise 
grams. 

Instead of 
which persist 








as protest against “indecent” 
(Continued on page 6) 





LARGE-SCREEN TELE 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
Reason why large screen theatre 
television has not yet made its ap- 
_ pearance, despite ‘the development of 
. several feasible methods, is expected 
" to be probed by a Congressional in- 


according to top Govern- 
ittee hopes 
ther the ma- 


future, 


_ mental officials. Co boycotting theatres 


jor film companies have stifled the in’ showing horror 


its matinee pro- | 





comedy | 





HINTERLANDERS 
WANT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


A move to “take radio back to the 
people” is fomenting among show- 
minded broadcasters around the 
country. Voices from out of the 
wilderness have, in recent weeks, 
taken on added crescendo, crying, 
in effect, to networks, agencies and 
the clients: “Send us your shows, 
and we'll show you how to provide 
radio with the real stimulus that it 
needs.” 

They point to what happened 
when, for example, Edgar Bergen 
originated his show from nd Allen 


1 





City; or when Burns and Allen 
broadcast from Kansas City; or Vy 
“Vox Pop” and Jimmy Durante ea 
Garry Moore knocked Denver for a | 
loop. What a difference, they say, 
from that little old Studio A at Sun- | 
set and Vine in Hollywood or Radio 
City and Madison Avenue in New 
York. But it’s a difference, they | 
add, that. can humanize all of radio, 
and give the whole radio entertain- 
ment picture its healthiest incentive. 
In terms of talent, agency, client, 
network, station and Hoopers, the 
swing of radio “‘back to the’ people” 
would add up to a first class payoff 
for all concerned, say the broad- 
casters. It’s their contention that 
taking the stars out into the coun- 
try is one of the healthiest things 
that could happen to them; it would 
(Continued on page 46) 


Nazi ‘Tie’ Held 








advent of theatre tele to protect | fms, Flynn stated that the P.T.A. 
their own interests. will offer its full support” for 
Responsible for focusing the spot- acceptable pictures, gy — 
; : p- | Practical encouragement to their |. e to a ta 
light un Thoeize video are beth gu presentation. The same will go for S 


lic interest and the current FCC 
color tele hearings. Newly-elected 
Republican committee chiefs in both 
houses of Congress are reportedly 
thirsting to make a name for them- 
gelv es with the Presidential election 
coming up and figure to get an 
avalanche of publicity from investi- 
gating anything connected with the 
entertainment biz. 

i Ever since it was first broached, 
large screen television has been ex- | 
Ppectéd to revolutionize both the 
video and film businesses. To date, | screen story he was working on for 
gpd it’s been all walk. Cudgel | Bing Crosby's slated picture under 
or its establishment was recently | Sir Alexander Korda’s banner in 
taken up by the Society of Motion | England this spring—will probably 
Picture Engineers, which petitioned | ;eswit in cancellation of the Korda- 
the FCC to reserve certain channel | Crosby deal. Crosby had his U. S. 
allocations for the purpose. commitments arranged to go to 


London March 1. In light of Run- 
See N 0 Mardi Gras yon’s death, he has given Korda an 
® * 
Drawing $5,000,000 


extra 60 to 90 days t6 dig up 
New Orleans, Feb. 11. 


another story for him, but 
pears unlikely 

This old city on the Mississippi 

Was expending most of its energy 
this week getting in shape for the 
aunual Mardi Gras celebration. The ‘ 
Solid week of pageants got underway | posed to be ready Dec. 15. A few 
tonight (11) with parade of the | months previously Korda had asked 
Mystic Krewe of Cynthius. | him to write out the story as far as 
The City’s take during the Mardi; he had 
Gras, it is figured, will run better | said he'd rather 
than $5.000,000 during the period. 
New Orleans expects the biggest | 
(Continued on page 54) ‘ 


radio programs. 

The P.T.A. central council de- 
cided upon the anti-crime and anti- 
horror campaign following the re- 

(Continued on page 53) 


Runyon’s Death Kayoes 
Crosby-Korda British Pic 


Damon Runyon’s death—without 
leaving a word on paper of the 











provide a shooting script 


time. 


stick to his custom 


head, after which he could bang it 
(Continued on page 46) 


it ap-| 
that the producer | 
can locate a satisfactory yarn and | 
in that) 





Minneapolis Nix 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11, 

Kirsten Flagstad, former Metro- 
politan opera star, who has been 
accused of having been a Nazi 
sympathizer and whose American 
manager, George Engles, is now ar- 
ranging a series of American reci- 
tals for her, was allegedly refused a 
concert engagement here next sum- 
mer by the University of Minnesota 
Artists Course. 

James Lombard, director of the 
course, said that Engles had made 
four approaches to him. Mme. Flag- 
stad is a Norwegian who lived in 
Norway through most of the Ger- 


| man occupation, but Lombard asserts | 


|} his decision to spurn her was based | 


. ! 
Runyon was working out a story | 
idea provided by Korda. It was sup- | 


it completed, but Runyon | 


lof getting it all worked out in his | 


(Continued on page 54) 











Free Tax Service 

H. Wayne Pierson has again 
been assigned to Variety in 
New York by the _ Internal 
Revenue Bureau to assist show 
people, gratis, in filing their an- 
nual federal income tax returns. 

Tax deadline, March 15. Pier- 
son starts his annual counseling 
Feb. 17, Monday through Fri- 
day 9-5:30. 


TO ate EM 


TAKE RADIO BACK TO PEOPLE’ 





Ratio Warms Up $25,000,000 Pitch 
In 1947 Race for Baseball Cleanup 


1 With the baseball season only two 
| months in the offing, national radio 
Bing’ S Bangup Xmas Sales | arsvay in lining up play-by-play 
descriptions of local games is cur- 
Countup of the gross sales of the | rently shaping up as spotty 
Bing Crosby “Mecry Christmas” al- : of Deke 
; : . pared to the solid coverage 
bum discloses it to be Decca’s No. : 
| the pastime in 1946. 
1 album seller, topping the $5 “Okla-| Where last year 
homa!” 








com- 
given 


radio blanketed 





album which has gone 659,- |/the game from the tank-town loops 
000 books to date. | right up to the big leagues, this 
, Crosby's Xmas” medley (8 sides, | year only the major league sched- 
including “White Christmas”) sold |jjes wil] a elend fully, itis thie 
350,000 sets in °45 and almost 400,000 po of the clubs getting a aan 
albums last season, or over 700,000 | reaction from local stauticha. Total 
sets at $3.75. | baseball billings, however, are ex- 





Berlin’s $600,000 From 
Metro Sets a. Record | 
As a Flat Film Deal 


The record flat screenwriting 
|price for any Hollywood chore is} 
unquestionably the $600,000 which 
Metro is paying Irving Berlin for an 
all-star Technicolor filmusical, “Eas- 
ter Parade.” Screen properties may | 
earn more on percentage, and Berlin | 
himself undoubtedly will garner 
around $1,000,000, or more, as his 
share from Paramount's current 
“Blue Skies” (1242% off the top), 
but the 600G sets a new high mark 
for film writing properties under a 
flat sale. 

Since Metro has adhered to the 
policy of “taking in no partners” on 
any film deal, plays or players, Louis 
B. Mayer. and producer Arthur 
Freed, for the studio, worked out 
this arrangement with the songsmith, 
whose standard “Easter Parade” hit 
will be the theme of the M-G filmu- 
sical. Unlike the “Blue Skies” pack- 
age of nearly 30 oldies, the Metro 


upped charges to advertisers, 
|pensating for the drop in the total 
number of games broadcast. 
Causes for radio’s shrinking inter- 
est in carrying baseball schedules are 
, traced not to any decline in fan in- 
(Continued on page 54) 


DANNY KAYE’S $11,000 
PER IN ‘BALL’ REMAKE 


With Danny Kaye drawing $114 
| 000 weekly as of April 1, his new 
Goldwyn film is expected to get the 


com- 


adaptation of the producer's 1941 
“Ball of Fire” which starred Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck, will 
be done by Harry Tugend, who is 
drawing $100,000 for suggesting the 
|adaptation and handling the writing 
chores, 

Following the Goldwyn deal, Kaye 
is reported to be moving to the RKO 
lot where he’s slated to appear in an 
| Irving Asher-produced version of 
| “Anything Can Happen,” several- 

year-old novel by George and Helen 

chore will call for Berlin to con-|Papashvily published by Harpers. 

Coct seven or eight new numbers. | Book deals with adjustment of a 

There will be a limited number | Russian immigrant to life in Amer- 

of his oldies. Deal specifically calls | ica, George Openheimer will do the 
(Continued on page 46) screenplay. 

Kaye, who has okayed the first 
script, will sing four or five authen- 
tic Russian folk songs in the picture 
—first in Russian, then in English. 
Book was once optioned for stage 
dramatization by George S. Kauf- 

Announcement by Ingrid Bergman} man, who labored on it for two 
over the weekend that she would do| months with S. N. Behrman. but 
a picture this summer based on the | gave it up. Kaye, incidentally, ar- 
Joan of Arc legend gives the Maid | rived in New York Monday (10) 
of Orleans top position as film’ from Miami en route to the Coast. 
source material, with two other 
“Joan” pix also currently on agen-' 
das. David O. Selznick has an- 
nounced a “Joan” pic with Jennifer 
| Jones in the top role, and Gabriel 
Pascal ‘is set to film George Bernard | 
Shaw's “St. Joan.” He's talking Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
about Vivien Leigh for the title role.| may do their first series of air shows 

Meantime, considerable speculation | for CBS this summer. Thus far the 
has grown as to what company would famous husband-wife legit team has 
release the Bergman “Joan,” since! rejected all offers for their own 
she will make it independently in| show, although both have done some 
association with Victor Fleming and | guest shots, principally confined to 
Walter Wanger. Wanger already has | the U. S. Steel-Theatre Guild of 
two releasing deals—one he is wind- | the Air Sunday night program. 
ing up this year with Universal and | It’s reported that Lunt has ex- 
another on which he is about to start | | pressed interest in doing the Sum- 

| with United Artists: | mer series, and negotiations are said 

However, Joseph H. Steele, Miss | | to be under way for the deal. Under 

| Bergman's manager, declared in New | | present plans, they would not do 

‘York this week that the “Joan” film | Broadway play adaptations, but per- 
(Continued on page 46) form in original radio scripts. 








Bergman, Jones, Leigh 
In ‘Joan’ Film Derby 











Lunt-Fontanne May 
Do First Radio Series 





pected to reach last year’s figure ef~ 
$25,000,000. But it will be a case of - 


gun as of that date. Script, a musical* 
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Daily Loss to Show Biz 


Via British Coal Famine-Power Nix 





London, Feb. 11. 

Britain’s coal famine, which is 
turning off the power switch in most 
industries for at least a week, is 
taking a drastic bite out of show- 
business, forcing losses of approx- 
imately $600,000 a day. Under the 
government emergency fuel con- 
servation decree, the nation’s 4,000 
theatres are banned from opening 
before 4 p.m. in addition to the} 
complete halting of work on 12) 
pictures now in course of produc- | 
tion, editing or cutting. 

Work in J. Arthur Rank’s studios, 





’™ 
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My Favorite Story 
Rouben Mamoulian 

Once, during rehearsals of 
“Wings Over Europe” (the pro- 
phetic play about the atomic 
bomb, which I directed for the 
Theatre Guild in 1928), I was 
sitting out front, in the auditor- 
ium, watching the actors doing 
a very important scene, One 
of the leads was completely in- 
audible. I stopped the rehearsal 
and called to him: 


however, is relatively unaffected “I cannot hear a word of what 
since they have oil-burning power; you are saying! 

units. Vital importance of film in- | He leaned over the footlights 
dustry in government eyes is in-| and asked, “What did you say? 
dicated by fact that Eastman- I repeated even louder, I 
Kodak’s rawstock plant at Harrow} could not hear a single word 


was reprieved at last minute from 
the power blackout. Plant, which 
supplied needs of the whole in- 
dustry, is coal-burning and original- 
ly was ordered to cease production 
along with other major industries. 
Severity of the shortage has also 
forced the shutting down of all tele- | 
vision studios and one of the three 
program services operated by the 
British Broadcasting Co. Dogtrack 
operators have likewise been or- 








dered to shutter by the government | 


order limiting consumption of fuel 
to essential users. 

England’s unprecedented 
erisis is currently being intensified 
by the record-breaking cold wave 
sweeping the country. Official 


sources are taking an optimistic view | 


of things with predictions that the | 
crisis will be passed within a week. 
Government critics say that England 
will be lucky if she comes through 
before 10 days to two weeks. 





‘Rockland County Emergency 


Rockland County, N.Y., over the | 
- weekend (9) ordered the shutting off 
of natural gas to various business 
consumers, including consumers, in 
an effort to conserve heating fuel. 
With the thermometer falling to the 
zero mark, shutting down of heating 


| Robert 


coal} 


you were saying!” 
“Oh, I see...” said he, “but 
how was it otherwise?” 





Elsa Maxwell 

On a Fred Allen program, 
when FA was quizmaster, he 
asked the audience, “If you saw 
Gary Cooper, Elsa Maxwell and 
Taylor walking down 
Park -avenue arm-in-arm, what 
popular song would you be re- 
minded of?” The audience, as to 
a man, sereamed “High, Wide 
and Handsome.” 





Joey Adams 
A horse trotted up to the 
mutuel window at Hialeah. He 
put down $2 and said, “Two dol- 
lars for me to win on the nose.” 


“What?” said the clerk. “Why, 
are you surprised that I'm a 
horse and I could talk. “No,” 


said the clerk, 
could win.” 


Even If It’s a Publicity 
Suit It Raises a Novel 


“T don’t think you 








| El 








Point on Biog’s ‘Libel’ 





systems has ferced complete shutter- | 
ing of theatres. 


Rockland Gas Co. and Rockland | 


Light and Power Co., relying upon | 


Pittsburgh for its gas supply, were 
put on reduced rations due to an 
unusually cold spell in Pittsburgh. 


TRUCK DRIVERS ALSO 
SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS 


Chance remark in a film— “I'd 
rather marry a truck driver than 
marry you”—may be the stimulus 
for a radical alteration in labor- 
management relations in the U. S. 





A business agent for the AFL’s 


Teamsters Union, Local 100, Cincin- 


‘nati, after hearing the crack about 
truck drivers come from the lips of 
a cinema heroine, went back to his 
local and demanded the union get 


busy in improving the members’ so- 
cial standing. Aside from wages and 
hours, this proved to be one of the 
most deep-seated gripes of the team- 
sters, and the speech touched off a 
movement that’s spreading into a 
National campaign. 


According to industrial relations 
experts, recognition of social status 
as a fyctor in the labor market opens 
_&. ney field for labor-management 
coopérhtion. If it’s acknowledged, 
they Say, the social standing which a 
Biv*’m job carries may be of equal 
or suverior importance to what's in 
the pay envelope, then strike-pro- 
‘voking bread-and-butter disputes 
efn be relegated to the background 
aud an era of industrial peace will 
be ushered in. 





Berles Not Splitting 

The Milton Berles (Joyce Mat- 
thews), with their daughter Vickie 
arrived in New York from the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) denying 
printed and air reports that they’re 
divorcing. 

Berle will begin work on his air 
show for Philip Morris scheduled to 


start as the Rudy Vallee replacer in 
March. 





GENE TIERNEY’S SPILL 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Gene Tierney’s topple downstairs 
Sunday caused a small bone to be 


broken in her foot and rearrange- | 
ment of shooting schedule on “Ghost | 


and Mrs. Muir” at 20th-Fox. 


terday (10) on crutches to make a 


sound track for film. 


| authors, writers, agents, etc.: 
Actress, however, came to lot yes- | ideas for professional work: in 


Test case that will have far- 
reaching effect in films, radio and 
legit, on legal puzzler of whether 
ian unauthorized biog can be made 
lof a living person is coming up for 
idecision before the N. Y. state su- 
| preme court in a libel suit filed by 

Serge Koussevitzky against Allen, 

Towne & Heathe, publishers. Sym- 

phony conductor is asking $500,000 
damages for libel allegedly contained 
in biography by Moses Smith, origi- 

nally scheduled for release Feb. 15 
by the publishers. In a preliminary 
action by N. Y. supreme court Jus- 
tice Bernard L. Shientag yesterday 

(Tues.), plaintiff was granted a re- 
straining order putting off the pub- 
lication date until libel action is 
settled. 

Koussevitsky charges that the 
book describes him .“as generally in- 
competent as a conductor of 3rches- 
tras, brutal to the musicians, incom- 
petent as an instructor of conduct- 
ing, as a poseur, deficient in musical 
training.” Publishers counter with 
claims that book, though critical, is 
generally sympathetic to the con- 
ductor. 





= Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Entire estate of the late Mrs. 
Primula Niven, filed for probate 
here, was left to her husband, David 
Niven. It amounts to $21,824. 
Mrs. Niven was killed accidently 


last May when she fell down a flight 
of stairs : 


Mrs. Niven’s Will Probated 








243rd WEEK 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 


Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“I think you should dispense with 
changing years. Just call it ‘Black- 
outs of 194-EVER’!” 

BING CROSBY. 


FRENCH WORRIED ON 
TOURIST TRADE DROP 


Paris, Feb. 11. 








Carnival 


in Nice this month and hotel men 


| who plan to use it as a first lifesaver 


for the Riviera pending the Cannes 
Film Festival in the fall are plain 
worried because they find the intér- 
national tourist trade is not what 
they expected. 

For one thing, they blame the fact 
that hotel accommodations are far 
below what they used to be, due to 
plenty of hotels having been turned 
into apartment houses on account of 
the housing shortage, meaning the 
loss of about 8,000 rooms for Riviera 


visiting firemen. Another thing is the 
quality’ ef service, which does not 


jell with the high prices charged. 
Prices are a constant source of wail- 
ing here from tourists, and visiting 
Americans find Paris more expen- 
sive than N. Y. 

It is true that prices are spiraling, 
but what they complain about most 
is that they don’t get service for 
their money. 
sults in insufficiently heated hotels, 
restaurants and theatres. Despite 
which Roy B. White, of the Ameri- 
can Express Co. advertising dept., is 
currently in Paris preparing sum- 
mer travel literature for France, 
while the French are opening tour- 
ist offices in San Francisco and Chi- 
cago. 

Meanwhile, the Continental ¢di- 
tion of the London Daily Mail has 
been printing stories from readers 
protesting the current French prices 
and claiming instances of hotels 
charging 19 times their pre-war 
rates, predicating that tourism in 
France, except in Paris and a few 
choice spots, may not recover for a 
long time. 


Ex-Gl Fiddler Gets 
Berne Concert Support 


Berne, Feb. 3. 

American colony here is giving a 
,lot of support to John Creighton 
| Murray, ex-GI violinist from Forest 
| Hills, L. I., who has had considerable 
critical success in initial recitals in 
Switzerland, Italy and the British 
|Isles. Murray, 28, came to Switzer- 
land as a pupil of Bronislaw Huber- 
mann, and made his debut last year 
in Berne under patronage of Leland 
Harrison, U. S. Minister to Switzer- 
land. 

He’s playing again to sold-out 
house at Konservatorium here on 
Feb. 17. 




















Actors’ Income 


By J. S. Sei 


Actors are entitled to many incom 
in the case of the average run of tax 








expenses on contracts. 

Traveling expenses—transportation 
automobile expenses. 

Public relations—handling of fan 
newspapermen, playwrights, critics, 
membership dues. 

Professional 





expenses—VarRIETY and other trade 


Tax Deductions 


dman, C.P.A. 


e tax deductions that do not come up 
payer. The following is a list of some 








of the items actors can take under given circumstances: 
Preparation expenses—-cost of materials, dialog, music; costumes, wigs, 


shoes; repair, pressing and cleaning of professional] clothes: wardrobe valet; 
studio rentals, tips to studio employees. 


Booking expenses—scouting for engagements, agent’s commissions, legal 


, board and lodging away from home, 


mail, fan photographs; entertaining 
backers, agents, directors, etc.: club 


papers; accountants’ 


fees; household expenses if household is used active ly for conferences with 


come t 
beautifying, physical culture, body 
phone exchange. , 


7 
‘ 


expenses on pleasure trips if taken to get 


axes paid abroad on foreign bookings; 


‘guard; Equity and other union dues; tele- 


festivities are beginning | 


Shortage of coal re-* 


Winchell, 3 Radio Stations, 2 Weh 
Shows Get ‘Brotherhood’ Citations 





That Does It 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

This time it will be “up the 
creek” and not “down the river” 
for Lou Silvers, music director 
of Lux Radio Theatre for the 
past 10 years.. He hasn’t forgot- 
ten that years ago, when radio 
and ASCAP where on the outs, 
he was given no recognition by 
the Society for the original mu- 
sic he composed for the Lux 
dramatics despite his protests. 
At the time ASCAP ruled that 
music without titles could not be 
considered in his credits. 

Not to be caught again with 
his titles down, Silvers labelled 
each. of the five musical se- 
quences he wrote for last Mon- 
day’s broadcast of “Frenchman’s 
Creek.” They were. tagged “Up 
the Creek,” “Down the Creek,” 
“In the Creek,” “On the Bank” 
and “In the Bank.” The last 
named is not without its broad 
implication. 











‘H’wood ae Should 
Do More Trouping 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 11. 

Maurice Evans thinks ‘that it is 
surprising that more actors in Holly- 
wood “don't leave their swimming 
pools and spend four to six weeks on 
the stage.” 

Appearing here in “Hamlet” at the 
Lyric, Evans revealed that “there 
are enough dates along the coast to 
make it worth the stars’ while” to 
leave the luxury of their homes 
and go out to see something of the 
country. 

He feels that the experience of get- 
ting some stagework would enrich 
their acting. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Luther Adler 
Cecil Barker 
Wallace Beery 
Maurice Bergman 
Richard Blackwell 
Irving Brecher 
Dane Clark 
Walter Colmes 
Cecil B. DeMille 
Tom Drake 
Frank Farley 
Frank Ferrin 
Lillian Gish 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hale 
Van Heflin 

Paul Henreid 
Sid Hickox 
Russell Holman 
Alan Jackson 











On Road, Sez Evans 


Jennifer Jones 
Lem Jones 

John Joseph 
Louis J. Kaufman 
Arthur Krim 
Carl Leserman 
Warren Low 
Irving Mills 
Harry Mines 
Curtis Mitchell 
Robert Mitchum 
Pat O’Brien 

Al O'Keefe 
George Pal 
Mary Pickford 
Bill Pierce, Jr. 
Irving Rapper 
Harold Russell 
Charles Schlaifer 
William A. Scully 
Billy Selwyn 
Louis Shanfield 
Spyros Skouras 
Michael Sloane 
Dewey Starkey 
Paula Stone 
Martha Vickers 
Charles Voram 
William Wyler 
Bennie F. Zeidman 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Mis. Eddie Cantor 
William J. Fadiman 
Howard Hoyt 
Edward C. Raftery 
George J. Schaefer 
Gradwell Sears 
Charles K. Stern 
Robert Taplinger 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Jack L. Warner 
Lew Wasserman 








N. Y. to Europe 
Paul Dupuis 
Gerald Kersh 
Louis Lazar 
Django Rhinehart 





—¢ Walter Winchell, three radio sta- 


tions and two network shows have 
been awarded the annual “Brother. 
hood Week” radio citations of merit 
for “outstanding contributions to na. 
tional unity and harmony among all 
groups of American people.” - An. 
nouncement of the awards will be 
made today (Wednesday) by Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, prez of the’ Na. 
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, sponsors of the Week. 
Producers of “Superman,” aired 
over Mutual, and Kellogg, which 
sponsors the show, were cited for 
outstanding single web series. and 
CBS won the award for the out. 
| standing single network show for 
i “The Biggest Crime” in its “Assign. 
ment Home” series, featuring Gen. 
Omar N. Bradley, Veterans’ Admin. 
istration director. Individual sta. 
tions cited were WNEW, N. Y. ingie, 
for a series of spot announcements 
titled “Keep Faith with America”; 
WSB (NBC, Atlanta) for “The Har. 
bor We Seek” series, and KMOX 


| (CBS, St. Louis) and the Union 
Electric Co. for “The Land We Live 
In” series. 

Winchell, whose Sunday night 


show is aired over ABC under the 
‘Jergens Co. bankrolling, was cited as 
the “individual person in radio in 
1946 who has made the greatest con- 
tribution to national unity and har- 
mony among all groups of the 
American people.” Dr. Clinchy will 
present the citation to Winchell Sun- 
day (16) night on his radio show, as 
the teeoff to “Brotherhood Week.” 
which begins that night and runs 
through Feb. 23. 

Rest of show business, meanwhile, 
continues to line up its forces behind 
the Week. Radio observance, under 
a committee chairmanned by ABC 
prexy Ed Noble, has scheduled the 
most far-reaching observance in the 
14-year history of the event, with all 
network shows promising to carry 
some mention of the Week and every 
station in the country slated to run 
a series of transcribed spots by radio 
and screen stars. Assisting Noble 
are the prexies of the other three 
webs, Ed Kobak of Mutual, Frank 
Stanton of CBS and Niles Trammell, 
of NBC. 

Every theatre in the country is 
| scheduled to show both the “Brother- 
hood Week” trailer, produced by 
| David O. Selznick, and the special 
song trailer, featuring Irving Ber- 

lin’s “Help Me to Help My Neigh- 
| bor,” especially composed for the 
Week. Latter is being distributed 
by National Screen Service, which is 
also distributing pledge blanks to 
exhibs who in turn will pass them 
out to their customers. 

Special plans have been made by 
theatres in various parts of the coun- 
try. Mike Weiss, field exploiteer 
handling the campaign in Philadel- 
phia, has arranged for the Philly 
mayor to issue a special proclama- 
tion Sunday. In addition, special 
cards on all buses and street cars in 
Philly will herald the drive. Similar 
plans are being lined up in metro- 
| politan N. Y. by a committee headed 
|up by Harry Greenman and com- 
| prising Gus Eyssell, Bob Weitman, 

Monty Salmon, A. J. Balaban, Zeb 
| Epstin and Irving Lesser. 

















Astaire Tune-Dance 
For Studio Ballyhoo 


Fred Astaire figures to help the 
exploiting of his new string of dance 
schools by the development of a new 

dance step and song to fit, the latter 
| Astaire and Harry Link, profes- 
‘sional manager of Feist, completed 
| to be published and pushed by Feist. 
| arrangements last week whereby 
the publication of the song, “The 
| Astaire,” will coincide with tke 
| launching of the dancer's first studi® 
| in New York early next month. Cy 
‘Walter and Andrew Rosenthal 
penned the number. 








| 


| Joe Breen’s Leave 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Joseph I. Breen leaves Saturday ‘15) 
on an indefinite leave of absence 
from his office as head of code en- 
forcement. 
| Geoffrey Shurlock will assume 
all duties in Breen’s absence. 


JUNE HAVOC LONDON ‘ANNIE’ 


June Havoc goes to London to 40 





ithe Ethel Merman role in “Annie 
|Get Your Gun” abroad. 
Emile Littler has the London 


rights. 
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Big Potential Headache Is Foreign 


Countries Freezing Pix $ Exchange 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


Biggest potential worry of the| 
Hollywood export business is the 
possibility that foreign countries 


may decide to make permanent their 
present regulations to conserve their 
dollar balances. 

Lack of dollars is by all odds the | 
biggest headache the industry will | 
face in the European market this | 
year, according to an expert just 
returned to this country. He reports 
that while the controls to prevent 
dollars from being dissipated are 
supposed to be tempofary, they are 
liable to last a long time. This 
would mean that Hollywood might | 
never get out of many European na- | 
tions most of the money. which it 
is counting on 

“At present,” said this man, “im- 
port and screen quotas have been 
set up to control the outlay of dol- 
lars from limited funds for the pur- 
chase of American films. However, 
even after the dollar situation in 
some of these countries eases wp, | 
nationalist and anti - Hollywood 
groups in them will seek to have | 
their governments continue the re- | 
strictions against the American film | 
industry.” | 

Most important point to watch is 
Great Britain because of the amount | 
of business done there by our in- | 
dustry. The Films Act, which con- | 
trols the shipment of dollars to this 
country for pictures, expires in 
April, 1948. The current pressure 

(Continued on page 23) 


Too Many Cooks Spoil 
Plays, Film Bankrollers 
Aver, Citing No. of Flops 


Film companies which have been 
backing Broadway legiters, wary 
over the big percentage of flops in 
which they have invested, are of the 
opinion that at least part of their | 
unfortunate b.r.ing has resulted from 
the prohibition in the Dramatists’ 
Guild basic agreement against angels 
having any say on production. Com- 
panies are squawking that the show 
as they finaily see it on the stage is 
a far cry from the script in which 
they invested their coin. Other 
prominent legit backers are of the 
same opinion, 

Studio reps who okay expendi- 
ture of film coin are sympathetic 
with the purpose of the DG agree- 
ment, which is to retain artistic 
rights to the author and protect him 
from interference by his money- 
men. However, they say, before the 
show reaches Broadway the author 
has been subjected to so many cross- 
opinions from the producer, the di- 
rector, the players and a host of 
hangers-on, that he has been greatly 

(Continued on page 23) 


PECK’S PLAQUE PICKED 
IN FLACK FLUB-DUB 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
While Michael Shane, Gregory 
Hood, Sherlock Holmes and other 
members of the Flatfoot Tribe are 











solving mysteries between singing 
commercials, Hollywood has its own 
unsolved problem: “What became of | 
Gregory Peck’s Look magazine | 
award? 

There was a scramble between the | 
Selznick flacks and the Metro flacks | 
to achieve the honor of custodian- | 
ship of the Peck plaque awarded the | 
actor for his acting in “The Year- 
ling. The Selznick flackery swears 
the plaque was turned over to Metro, 
and the Metro flackery declares it 
was lost somewhere between Holly- 
wood and Culver City. Peck is think- | 
ing about calling up the Crime Doc- 
tor. 





Both Nelsons Ill 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Donald Nelson, president of the | 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, and his wife are 
both currently in Cedars Lebanon | 
hospital. 

Mrs. Nelson is suffering from an 
“obscure” illness which 
considerable worry. 


| Camden, 
| vision’s 
| 20-27. 


late year 


is causing | 





Sound Your A, Dear 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Double-A combat looms in Holly- 
wood—not _ pugilistic but artistic, 
with economic variations. 
The argument is about AA, mean- 
ing Artists Alliance, the Mary Pick- 


\ford-Lester Cowan alliance, and Al- 


lied Artists, an indie outfit function- 


i h ; inds | ' ; 
ing through Monogram. It reminds | 4, pot o’ gold was just tin. The! 


you of Zeno, the circus strong man, 
who changed his name to Ajax, on 
account of they were paid off in 
alphabetical order. 





20th Puts Razor 


On Budget Cost 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Streamlining is what they call it 
at 20th-Fox, where the retrenchment 
bug has landed after a crosstown 
flight from Metro in Culver City. 
An indecisive statement, calling for 
a program of 20 pictures, including 


some musicals, without any specific 
budgets, was.issued after a studio | 
huddle by Spyros Skouras, Joseph 


M. Schenck, Darryl Zanuck, Donald 

A. Henderson and Wilfred J. Eadie. 
Wew statement contrasts with one 

made last Dec. 18 in which it was 


announced that the studio would | 


turn out 20 pictures at an approxi- 
mate cost of $45,000,000. Understood 
the new idea is to shave off about 
$5,000,000. 


Explanation, by one of the studio | 


officials, for lack of a definite budget, 
is that the company wants more 
financial latitude to meet possible 


retroactive pay awards and other | 


unexpected expenses which may 
arise before the settlement of the 
current labor situation. 


Under the new program, each pic- | 


ture will be produced with every 
effort to save unnecessary expense, 
without lowering its dramatic stand- 
ard. At the same time, the report 
says, the studio will retain the great 
majority of its employees. 


U. S. Wants Show Biz To 
Handle ‘Freedom Train’ 


U.S. Attorney-General Tom Clark 
has put the bee on the film industry 
to name a directing head for the 
Government’s proposed “Freedom 
Train” which will tour the country 
this year as a rolling museum stocked 
with historical documents. Clark has 
advised film toppers that the show- 
manship sense required to sell the 
project to the American public dic- | 
tates selection of an exploitation ex- 
pert. Consequently, he wants the in- 
dustry to name the man. 

Venture has been budgeted for 
total expenditure of $485,000 and is 
to be bankrolled by private industry 
exclusively, 
it’s been learned. Government 
launched the project late last year 
with the idea of bringing top-drawer | 
| documents to the public's doorstep. | 








Book Television Short 


Into Camden Nabe Cinema 

Marking the first time that a film 
produced specifically for 
has been booked into a commercial 
film theatre, the Savar 
N. J., will play ABC Tele- 
“New Automobiles” 


Film was produced by ABC late 
under the supervision of 
Harvey Marlowe, the web's video 
production chief, in cooperation with 
the Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 
After preeming in its original 35m | 
version on WABD (DuMont), ABC's 
former N. Y. video outlet, several | 


16m prints were turned over to the | 
| AMA and other car companies for 


national distribution. Film presents 
an overall picture of the current 
automotive industry, laying special 
emphasis on reasons for the delay 
in production of new cars. 


television | 
theatre, | 


Feb. | 


ALL'S NOT GOLD 
AWAY FROM FOLD 


Trend toward indie production, 
| which leveled off some four or five 
| months ago, as pointed out by 
VARIETY at that time, is seen about 
to take a sharp swing in the opposite 
direction. Produvers, directors, wri- 
ters, players and assorted promoters, 





to flock 
own, are rapidly discovering that 
trek back to the major 
already under Way and is expected 


within 6 to 12 months. 


Bellwether on the trail back may 
be Liberty Films, with its powerful 
quartet of producers—Frank Capra, 
George Stevens, William Wyler and 
Sam Briskin. Unit has made ap- 
proaches to Metro, Universal, RKO 
and Paramount on a deal by which 
|the foursome would go back to work 
on a studio payroll. Outfit has two 
i;more films to deliver to RKO as an 





independent before it can change | 
| over. 
While other indie switches into 


;major folds may be less spectacular 
than the mass move by Liberty, in- 
| dustry 
j}the run of the 
imminent with 


| contracting 


indies to cover is 
increasing cost and 
income. Easing of the 
tax situation, seen certain within 
the next couple of years, is also 
lan incentive. 

In addition to everything else, 
}enough returns are in for many of 
the indies to tote up financial re- 
sults over the past two or three 
years. And, much to their dismay, 
| the producers, directors, writers and 
actors are finding that all those 
promises of heavy income and low 

(Continued on page 11) 





| FitzPatrick’s Travelogs 


Give Him Tourist Biz Yen 

James A. FitzPatrick, producer of 
Metfo’s “Traveltalks,” plans to 
capitalize on his knowledge of 
foreign countries by opening travel 
agencies in the near future in New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
He’s also shopping for a publisher 
to turn out his travel literature. 

With a large backlog of shorts al- 
ready in the can, FitzPatrick is far 
in advance of his production sched- 
ule and so will have plenty of time 
to devote to his new enterprises. 
With traveling opening up again in 
foreign countries, he expects to 
have a large clientele. 





into filmmaking on their | 


studios is | 


to develop to proportions of a rout | 


pulsefeelers are certain that | 


who three years ago began veritably | 


| 


| 











Jan’s 3 to-57% B.O. Dip Below Jan., 46 
But Grosses Expected to Snap Back 





Pickford fll m N. Y. 


Mary Pickford arrived in New 
York from the Coast Monday (10) 
night suffering from a very severe 


cold and was forced to bed at once | 


under doctor’s care, She had come 
east to rep the film industry at the 
Edison Centennial dinner last night 
(Tuesday ). 

Miss Pickford had intended re- 
maining in New York for four or | 
five days, but will probably extend | 
her stay because of her illness. Her 
husband, Buddy Rogers, was slated 
to meet her in New York, but he has 
been held on the Coast, likewise by 
illness. 


Montague, Kahane | 


Get New Col. Deal: 


Columbia has inked a number of 





new employment pacts with the 
company’s top personnel, in several 
instances handing out substantial 


salary hikes. Included in thes num- 
ber are Abe Montague, veepee in 
charge of distribution, whose pay is 
now boosted to $2,500 weekly on a 
seven-year deal, and Benjamin B. 
Kahane, veepee heading studio 
operations, with a new contract call- 
ing for $2,000 weekly for five years. 

In Kahane’s instance, Columbia 
tore up his old pact for a weekly 
stipend of $1,500 which was to ex- 
pire August, 1948. His revamped 
deal started running Jan. 1 of this 
year. Montague, additional to his 
pay check, also received a stock op- 
tion for 10,000 shares of Columbia: 
common. 

Taken on by the company On a 
long-term pact is Lester W. Roth, 
formerly a California superior court 
judge, who will act as studio legal 
counsel at a take of $1,500 weekly. 
Jack Cohn, executive veepee head- 
ing the New Yojk office, also inked 
a new seven-year deal which con- 
tinues him at his current annual pay 
of $127,400, 

Montague’s pay boost lifts him to 
the No. 2 spot among sales chiefs of 
major companies. His $130,000 an- 
nually which started running last 
August puts him behind William J. 
Scully, leadoff salary figure, who has 
a deal with Universal for. $150,093 
yearly and ahead of No. 3 man, Ned 








‘Cold Wave Nips 


National Boxoffice Survey 


| Quentin’ Most Promising New Entries 


Severe cold wave sweeping across 
'the country this week took its toll 


| 


|at the boxoffice, lopping off almost Clouds Roll By” (M-G) continued 


and following through 
Chicago, experi- 
weather of the | 


grosses 
| aOR territories. 

jencing the worst 
year, 


including the film biz, $83,000 from last week's Broadway to pace the holdovers. 


took a hefty slump but Los | 


| Angeles did fair with fair weather. | opened with solid $40,000 in Detroit 


| Several areas on the skids for the 
\last few cantos pulled up sharply 
ithis week, with Boston and Wash- 


ington especially hitting the upbeat. | 


“Humoresque” (WB) 
the. brighest newcomer, 


emerged as 
pulling ex- 


| cellent $32,000 in Boston, plush 
$22,000 in Washington and_ sock 
, $30,000 in Chi. Pic also grossed 


pleasant $18,000 in its eighth N. Y 
week but weak $12,000 in its second 
Pittsburgh session. 

ing newcomer was 


Another promis- 
“San Quentin” 








(RKO). with strong $57,500 in L. A. 
and smash $28,500 in N. Y. 

“Man I Love” (WB) took on 

| spotty features, chalking up fair 


| $55,000 in L. A., fine $12,000 in Bos- 
/ton and okay $39,000 for its third 
week on Broadway. “Dead Reckon- 
ing’ (Col) entered strongly on the 
heels of good $24,500 for its third 
N. Y. week, with terrific $15,000 in 
Cincinnati and good $16,000 in 


Louisville. “Temptation” (U) fal- 


wood chore, at Universal-Interna- 


tered badly, with mild $9,500 ior its | tional. 


4 Film theatre income 


during Janue 
, ary, for the first time in 13 months, 
| dropped appreciably below what it 
had been for the same month of the 
‘preceding year. Business in houses 


, throughout the nation, a check of 
major circuits reveals, averaged 
from 3-5% less in January, 1947, 
than it had for the comparable 3l- 
day period last year. 

| While attendance during the last 

| three or four months of 1946 was 


known to be sliding, tilt in admis- 
| sion fees kept the level of theatre 
income as goud or better than it was 
for the same months of 1945. But 
income as well as attendance skidded 
this January, 
Circuit execs, 
themselves 


while not deluding 
that 1947° 


s will top the 
| peaks of 1946, none the less feel that 
the January dip is just the same 
type of temporary decline felt last 
October. At that time, income was 


just about the same as for October, 
1945, but it snapped right back for 

an appreciable gain in 
| Storms and sub-freezing weather 
throughout the nation so far this 
month pretty much leave as an idle 
hope any thought of a serious upturn 
}in biz. 

What strength there was in the- 
atre grosses during January is at- 
tributable in large measure to three 
pictures which proved smash _ b.o. 
draws. wherever they played. They 
are “Blue Skies” (Par), “Jolson 
Story” (Col) and “Razor’s Edge” 
(20th). Runner-up for honors was 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G). 

Same quartet will be called on 
to shoulder the heavy part of the 
business as they move into subse- 
quents this month, but should get 

(Continued on page 23) 


November, 





Geo. Kaufman to Direct 
March’s ‘Senator’ at U-I 


Slated as his next film vehicle, 
“The Senator Was Indiscreet,” is 
now being written for Fredric 
March with George S. Kaufman to 
handle directorial chores and Nun- 
nally Johnson producing for Uni- 
versal-Internationl. Charlie Mac- 
Arthur did the screenplay. 

Film’s start awaits the close of the 
Ruth Gordon play, “Years Ago,” in 
which March is starred with his 
wife, Florence Eldridge. Picture 
will roll between the New Ydrk and 
road runs of “Years.” 
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$600,000 


Daily Loss to Show Biz 
Via British Coal Famine-Power Nix 





London, Feb. ll. 

Britain’s coal famine, which is 
turning off the power switch in most 
industries for at least a week, is 
taking a drastic bite out of show- 
business, forcing losses of approx- 
imately $600,000 a day. Under the 
government emergency fuel con- 
servation decree, the nation’s 4,000 





theatres are banned from opening 
before 4 p.m. in addition’ to the 
complete halting of work on 12 


i 
pictures now in course of produc- | 
tion, editing or cutting. 

Work in J. Arthur Rank’s studios, 


however, is relatively unaffected | 
since they have oil-burning power 
units. Vital importance of film in- 


dustry in government eyes is in- 
dicated by fact that Eastman- 
Kodak’s rawstock plant at Harrow 
was reprieved at last minute from 
the power blackout. Plant, which 
supplied needs of the whole in- 
dustry, is coal-burning and original- 
ly was ordered to cease production 
along with other major industries. 
Severity of the shortage has alse 
forced the shutting down of all tele- | 
vision studios and one of the three | 
program services operated by the | 
British Broadcasting Co. Dogtrack | 
operators have likewise been or- 
dered to shutter by the government 





order limiting consumption of fuel | 
to essential users. 
England’s unprecedented coal 


erisis is currently being intensified 
by the record-breaking cold wave 
sweeping the country. Official 
sources are taking an optimistic view | 
of things with predictions that the | 
crisis will be passed within a week. 
Government critics say that England 
will be lucky if she comes through 
before 10 days to two weeks. 





*Reckland County Emergency 


Rockland County, N.Y., over the 

- weekend (9) ordered the shutting off 
of natural gas to various business 

consumers, including consumers, in 

an effort to conserve heating fuel. 

With the thermometer falling to the 

zero mark, shutting down of heating 

systems has forced complete shutter- 

ing of theatres. 








My Favorite Story 
Rouben Mamoulian 
Once, during rehearsals of 
“Wings Over Europe” (the pro- 
phetic play about the atomic 
bomb, which I directed for the 
Theatre Guild in 1928), I was 
sitting out front, in the auditor- 
ium, watching the actors doing 
a very important scene, One 
of the leads was completely in- 
audible. I stopped the rehearsal 

and called to him: 


“I cannot hear a word of what 
you are saying!” 

He leaned over the footlights 
and asked, “What did you say?” 

I repeated even louder, “I 
could not hear a single word 
you were saying!” 

“Oh, I see .. .” said he, “but 
how was it otherwise?” 





Elsa Maxwell 
On a Fred Allen program, 
when FA was quizmaster, he 
asked the audience, “If you saw 








243rd WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
Et Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“T think you should dispense with 
changing yéars. Just call it ‘Black- 
outs of 194-EVER’!” 
BING CROSBY. 


FRENCH WORRIED ON 








Winchell, 3 Radio Stations, 2 Web 
Shows Get Brotherhood’ Citations 





That Does It 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

This time it will be “up the 
creek” and not “down the river” 
for Lou Silvers, music director 
of Lux Radio Theatre for the 
past 10 years.. He hasn't forgot- 
ten that years ago, when radio 
and ASCAP where on the outs, 
he was given no recognition by 
the Society for the original mu- 
sic he composed for the Lux 
dramatics despite his protests. 
At the time ASCAP ruled that 
music without titles could not be 
considered in his credits. 

Not to be caught again with 
his titles down, Silvers labelled 
each. of the five musical se- 
quences he wrote for last Mon- 
day’s broadcast of “Frenchman’s 
Creek.” They were. tagged “Up 
the Creek,” “Down the Creek,” 
“In the Creek,” “On the Bank” 
and “In the Bank.” The last 
named is not without its broad 





TOURIST TRADE DROP 


Paris, Feb. 11. 





Gary Cooper, Elsa Maxwell and 
Robert Taylor walking down 
Park -avenue arm-in-arm, what 
popular song would you be re- 
minded of?” The audience, as to 
a man, screamed “High, Wide 
and Handsome.” 





Joey Adams 
A horse trotted up to the 
mutuel window at Hialeah. He 
put down $2 and said, “Two dol- 
lars for me to win on the nose.” 


“What?” said the clerk. “Why, 
are you surprised that I'm a 
horse and I could talk. “No,” 


said the clerk, “I don’t think you 
could win.” : 








‘Even If It’s a Publicity 


Suit It Raises a Novel 
Point on Biog’s ‘Libel’ 


Test case that will have far- 


|reaching effect in films, radio and 


Rockland Gas Co. and Rockland | legit, on legal puzzler of whether 
Light and Power Co., relying upon | an unauthorized biog can be made 


Pittsburgh for its gas supply, were 
put on reduced rations due to an 
unusually cold spell in Pittsburgh. 


TRUCK DRIVERS ALSO 
SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS 


. Chance remark in a film— “I'd 
rather marry a truck driver than 
marry you”’—may be the stimulus 
for a radical alteration in labor- 
management relations in the U. S. 
A business agent for the AFL’s 
Teamsters Union, Local 100, Cincin- 
nati, after hearing the crack about 
truck drivers come from the lips of 
a cinema heroine, went back to his 
local and demanded the union get 





| 





of a living person is coming up for 
decision before the N. Y. state su- 
preme court in a libel suit filed by 
Serge Koussevitzky against Allen, 
Towne & Heathe, publishers. Sym- 
phony conductor is asking $500,000 
damages for libel allegedly contained 
in biography by Moses Smith, origi- 
nally scheduled for release Feb. 15 
by the publishers. In a preliminary 
action by N. Y. supreme court Jus- 
tice Bernard L. Shientag yesterday 
(Tues.), plaintiff was granted a re- 
straining order putting off the pub- 


lication date until libel action is 


settled. 

Koussevitsky charges that the 
book describes him .“as generally in- 
competent as a conductor of drches- 





tras, brutal to the musicians, incom- 


busy in improving the members’ so- | petent as an instructor of conduct- 
cial standing. Aside from wages and | ing, as a poseur, deficient in musical 
hours, this proved to be one of the | training.” Publishers counter with 
most deep-seated gripes of the team- | Claims that book, though critical, is 
sters, and the speech touched off a | generally sympathetic to the con- 


movement that’s spreading into a 
National campaign. 


According to industrial relations 
expetis, recognition of social status 
as a ‘ctor in the labor market opens 
_&. nes field for labor-management 
codperhtion. If it’s acknowledged, 
they Say, the socia] standing which a 
Bivet™ job carries may be of equal 
or suverior importance to what’s in 
the pay envelope, then strike-pro- 
‘woking bread-and-butter disputes 
e4n be relegated to the background 
aud an era of industrial peace will 
be ushered in. 





Berles Not Splitting 

The Milton Berles (Joyce Mat- 
thews), with their daughter Vickie 
arrived in New York from the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) denying 
printed and air reports that they're 
divorcing. 

Berle will begin work on his air 
show for Philip Morris scheduled to 
start as the Rudy Vallee replacer in 
March. 


GENE TIERNEY’S SPILL © 


: Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Gene Tierney’s topple downstairs 





Sunday caused a small bone to be | 


broken in her foot and rearrange- 
ment of shooting schedule on 
and Mrs. Muir” at 20th-Fox. 


| ductor, 
| 


} 
| 








Carnival festivities are beginning 


lin Nice this month and hotel men 


| who plan to use it as a first lifesaver 
lfor the Riviera pending the Cannes 
Film Festival in the fall are plain 
worried because they find the intér- 
national tourist trade is not what 
they expected. 

For one thing, they blame the fact 
that hotel accommodations are far 
below what they used to be, due to 
plenty of hotels having been turned 
into apartment houses on account of 
the housing shortage, meaning the 
loss of about 8,000 rooms for Riviera 
visiting firemen. Another thing is the 
quality’ ef service, which does not 
jell with the high prices charged. 
Prices are a constant source of wail- 
ing here from tourists, and visiting 
Americans find Paris more expen- 
sive than N. Y. 

It is true that prices are spiraling, 
but what they complain about most 
is that they don’t get service for 
their money. 
sults in insufficiently heated hotels, 
restaurants and theatres. Despite 
which Roy B. White, of the Ameri- 
can Express Co. advertising dept., is 
currently in Paris preparing sum- 
mer travel literature for France, 
while the French are opening tour- 
ist offices in San Francisco and Chi- 
cago. 

Meanwhile, the Continental edi- 
tion of the London Daily Mail has 
been printing stories from readers 
protesting the current French prices 
and claiming instances of hotels 
charging 19 times their pre-war 
rates, predicating that tourism in 
France, except in Paris and a few 
choice spots, may not recover for a 
long time. 


Ex-Gl Fiddler Gets 








Berne, Feb. 3. 
} American colony here is giving a 
,lot of support to John Creighton 
| Murray, ex-GI violinist from Forest 
| Hills, L. I., who has had considerable 
, critical success in initial recitals in 








° ’ ‘ ‘Switzerland, Italy and the British 

Mrs. Niven s Will Probated Isles. Murray, 28, came to Switzer- 
e Los Angeles, Feb. 11. land as a pupil of Bronislaw Huber- 
Entire estate of the late Mrs. | mann, and made his debut last year 


Primula Niven, filed for probate 
here, was left to her husband, David 
Niven. It amounts to $21,824. 

Mrs. Niven was killed accidently 
last May when she fell down a flight 
of stairs > 


in Berne under patronage of Leland 
Harrison, U. S. Minister to Switzer- 
land. 

He’s playing again to sold-out 
house at Konservatorium here on 
Feb. 17. 








Actors Income 








By J. S. Seidman, C.P.A. 


Tax Deductions 








Actors are entitled to many income tax deductions that do not come up 
in the case of the average run of taxpayer. The following is a list of some 
of the items actors can take under given circumstances: 

Preparation expenses—cost of materials, dialog, music; costumes, wigs, 
shoes; repair, pressing and cleaning of professional clothes; wardrobe valet; 
studio rentals, tips to studio employees. ~ : 

Booking expenses—scouting for engagements, agent’s commissions, legal 


expenses on contracts. 


Traveling expenses—transportation, board and lodging away from home, 


automobile expenses. 

Public relations—handling of fan 
newspapermen, playwrights, critics, 
membership dues. 

Professional] .expenses—VARIETY a 


authors, writers, agents, etc.: expen 


Actress, however, came to lot yes- | ideas for professional work: income t 


terday (10) on crutches to make a 
sound track for film, 


mail, fan photographs; entertaining 
backers, agents, directors, etc.: club 


nd other trade papers: accountants’ 


“Ghost | fees; household expenses if household is used actively for conferences with 


ses on pleasure trips if taken to get 
axes paid abroad on foreign bookings; 


beautifying, physical culture, bodyguard; Equity and other union dues; tele- 


phone exchange. "4 


Shortage of coal re-* 


Berne Concert Support 


implication. 








‘H’wood Actors Should 


Do More Trouping 
On Road, Sez Evans 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 11. 

Maurice Evans thinks ‘that it is 
surprising that more actors in Holly- 
wood “don’t leave their swimming 
pools and spend four to six weeks on 
the stage.” 

Appearing here in “Hamlet” at the 
Lyric, Evans revealed that “there 
are enough dates along the coast to 
make it worth the stars’ while” to 
leave the luxury of their homes 
and go out to see something of the 
country. 

He feels that the experience of get- 
ting some stagework would enrich 
their acting. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Luther Adler 
Cecil Barker 
Wallace Beery 
Maurice Bergman 
Richard Blackwell 
Irving Brecher 
Dane Clark 
Walter Colmes 
Cecil B. DeMille 
Tom Drake 
Frank Farley 
Frank Ferrin 
Lillian Gish 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hale 
Van Heflin 

Paul Henreid 
Sid Hickox 
Russell Holman 
Alan Jackson 
Jennifer Jones 
Lem Jones 

John Joseph 
Louis J. Kaufman 
Arthur Krim 
Carl Leserman - 
Warren Low 
Irving Mills 
Harry Mines 
Curtis Mitchell 
Robert Mitchum 
Pat O’Brien 

Al O'Keefe 
George Pal 

Mary Pickford 
Bill Pierce, Jr. 
Irving Rapper 
Harold Russell 
Charles Schlaifer 
William A. Scully 
Billy Selwyn 
Louis Shanfield 
Spyros Skouras 
Michael Sloane 
Dewey Starkey 
Paula Stone 
Martha Vickers 
Charles Voram 
William Wyler 
Bennie F. Zeidman 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Mrs. .Eddie Cantor 
William J. Fadiman 
Howard Hoyt 
Edward C. Raftery 
George J. Schaefer 
Gradwell Sears 
Charles K. Stern 
Robert Taplinger 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Jack L. Warner 
Lew Wasserman 


N. Y. to Europe 
Paul Dupuis 
Gerald Kersh 
Louis Lazar 
Django Rhinehart 














+ Walter Winchell, three radio sta. 


tions and two network shows have 
been awarded the annual “Brother. 
hood Week” radio citations of merit 
for “outstanding contributions to na. 
tional unity and harmony among aij 
groups of American people.” An. 
nouncement of the awards will be 
made today (Wednesday) by pr 
Everett R. Clinchy, prez of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, sponsors of the Week. 

Producers of “Superman,” aired 
over Mutual, and Kellogg. which 
sponsors the show, were cited for 
outstanding single web series, and 
CBS won the award for the out. 
standing single network show for 
“The Biggest Crime” in its “Assign. 
ment Home” series, featuring Gen. 
Omar N. Bradley, Veterans’ Admin. 
istration director. Individual sta. 
tions cited were WNEW, N. Y. indie, 
for a series of spot announcements 
titled “Keep Faith with America”; 
WSB (NBC, Atlanta) for “The Har. 
bor We Seek” series, and KMOX 
| (CBS, St. Louis) and the Union 
Electric Co. for “The Land We Live 
In” series. 

Winchell, whose Sunday night 
show is aired over ABC under the 
‘Jergens Co. bankrolling, was cited as 
the “individual person in radio in 
1946 who has made the greatest con- 
tribution to national unity and har- 
mony among all groups of the 
American people.” Dr. Clinchy will 
present the citation to Winchell Sun- 
day (16) night on his radio show, as 
the teeoff to “Brotherhood Week,” 
which begins that night and runs 
through Feb. 23. 

Rest of show business, meanwhile. 
continues to line up its forces behind 
the Week. Radio observance, under 
a committee chairmanned by ABC 
prexy Ed Noble, has scheduled the 
most far-reaching observance in the 
14-year history of the event, with all 
network shows promising to carry 
some mention of the Week and every 
station in the. country slated to run 
a series of transcribed spots’ by radio 
and screen stars. Assisting Noble 
are the prexies of the other three 
webs, Ed Kobak of Mutual, Frank 
Stanton of CBS and Niles Trammell, 
of NBC. 

Every theatre in the country is 
| scheduled to show both the “Brother- 
| hood Week” trailer, produced by 
| David O. Selznick, and the special 
song trailer, featuring Irving Ber- 
lin’s “Help Me to Help My Neigh- 
| bor,” especially composed for the 
| Week. Latter is being distributed 
by National Screen Service, which is 
also distributing pledge blanks to 
exhibs who’ in turn will pass them 
out to their customers. 

Special plans have been made by 
theatres jn various parts of the coun- 
try. Mike Weiss, field exploiteer 
handling the campaign in Philadel- 
phia, has arranged for the Philly 
mayor to issue a special proclama- 
tion Sunday. In addition, special 
cards on all buses and street cars in 
Philly will herald the drive. Similar 
plans are being lined up in metro- 
| politan N. Y. by a committee headed 
|}up by Harry Greenman and com- 
| prising Gus Eyssell, Bob Weitman, 
| Monty Salmon, A. J. Balaban, Zeb 
| Epstin and Irving Lesser. 














Astaire Tune-Dance 
For Studio Ballyhoo 


Fred Astaire figures to help the 
exploiting of his new string of dance 
schools by the development of a new 
| dance step and song to fit, the latter 
| Astaire and Harry Link, profes- 
sional manager of Feist, completed 
\to be published and pushed by Feist. 
arrangements last week whereby 
the publication of the song, “The 
Astaire,” will coincide with tke 
launching of the dancer's first studi® 
| in New York early next month. CY 
‘Walter and Andrew Rosenthal 
penned the number. 








! 
| 
| 


| Joe Breen’s Leave 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Joseph I. Breen leaves Saturday (15) 
on an indefinite leave of absence 
from his office as head of code en 
forcement. 
| Geoffrey Shurlock will assume 
all duties in Breen’s absence. 


JUNE HAVOC LONDON ‘ANNIE’ 


June Havoc goes to London to do 





| the Ethel Merman role in “Annie 
{Set Your Gun” abroad. 
Emile Littler has the London 


rights. 











] 
] 
‘ 


an a ah a 24 Oem a 


we ee ae en) ee ae a ee Gat. ot OO ts Oot 


eo. SY Fm SS 


oh mat ot OF £6 te ee ek re lu hUOUlUrelOe 


wos lee Cl lCOUk Illes ll ee 


ao ~~ = HO! a 


As of ee Oo I TA 


os 


> me oA 


— =~ &> FA 








a -,”* Oo © Feet w et 


il 


jun- 
teer 
del- 
silly 
ma- 
cial 
s in 
hilar 
tro- 
ded 


man, 
Zeb 


hoo 

the 
ance 
new 
atter 
ofes- 
leted 
‘eist. 
reby 
“The 

the 
tudie 


athal 


11. 
(15) 

sence 

p en- 


sume 
NIE’ 


to do 
Annie 


yndon 











Wednesday, February 12, 1 


947 





INDIE 








a 


Big Potential Headache Is Foreign 
Countries Freezing Pix $ Exchange 


Washington, Feb. 11. + 
Biggest potential worry of the| 
Hollywood export business is sed 
possibility that foreign countries 


may decide to make permanent their 
present regulations to conserve their 
dollar balances. 

Lack of dollars is by all odds the 
biggest headache the industry will 
face in the European market this 
year, according to an expert just 
returned to this country. He reports 
that while the controls to prevent 
dollars*-from....being... dissipated are 
supposed to be tempofary, they are 
liable to last a long time. This 
would mean that Hollywood might 
never get out of many European na- | 
tions most of the money. which it 
is counting on. 

“At present,” said this man, “im- 
port and screen quotas have been 
set up to control the outlay of dol- 
lars from limited funds for the pur- 
chase of American films. However, 
even after the dollar situation in 
some of these countries eases up, | 
nationalist and anti - Hollywood | 

! 








groups in them will seek to have 
their governments continue the re- 
strictions against the American film | 
industry.” 

Most important point to watch is | 
Great Britain because of the amount | 
of business done there by our in- 
dustry. The Films Act, which con- 
trols the shipment of dollars to this 
country for pictures, expires in 
April, 1948. The current pressure 

(Continued on page 23) 


Too Many Cooks Spoil 
Plays, Film Bankrollers 
Aver, Citing No. of Flops 


’ Film companies which have been 
backing Broadway legiters, wary 
over the big percentage of flops in 
which they have invested, are of the 
opinion that at least part of their | 
unfortunate b.r.ing has resulted from 
the prohibition in the Dramatists’ 
Guild basic agreement against angels 
having any say on production. Com- 
panies are squawking that the show 
as they finally see it on the stage is 
a far cry from the script in which 
they invested their coin, Other 
prominent legit backers are of the 
same opinion. 

Studio reps who okay expendi- 
ture of film coin are sympathetic 
with the purpose of the DG agree- 
ment, which is to retain artistic 
rights to the author and protect him 
from interference by his money- 
men. However, they say, before the 
show reaches Broadway the author 
has been subjected to so many cross- 
opinions from the producer, the di- 
rector, the players and a host of 
hangers-on, that he has been greatly 

(Continued on page 23) 


PECK’S PLAQUE PICKED 
IN FLACK FLUB-DUB 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
While Michael Shane, Gregory 
Hood, Sherlock Holmes and other 
members of the Flatfoot Tribe are 











Sound Your A, Dear 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Double-A combat looms in Holly- 
wood—not _ pugilistic but artistic, 
with economic variations. 


ing Artists Alliance, the Mary Pick- 
ford-Lester Cowan alliance, and Al- 
lied Artists, an indie outfit function- 
ing through Monogram. It reminds 
you of Zeno, the circus strong man, 
Who changed his name to Ajax, on 
account of they were paid off in 
alphabetical order. 





20th Puts Razor 


On Budget Cost 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Streamlining is what they call it 
at 20th-Fox, where the retrenchment 
bug has landed after a crosstown 
flight from Metro in Culver 
An indecisive statement. 
a program of 20 pictures, 
some musicals, without any 
budgets, was.issued after a studio | 
huddle by Spyros Skouras, Joseph 
M. Schenck, Darryl Zanuck, Donald | 
A. Henderson and Wilfred J. Eadie. 
New statement contrasts with one 
made last Dec. 18 in which it was 
announced that the studio would 
turn out 20 pictures at an approxi- 
mate cost of $45,000,000. Understood 
the new idea is to shave off about 
$5,000,000. 


calling for 


specific | 


officials, for lack of a definite budget, 
financial latitude to. meet possible 
unexpected expenses which 


arise before the settlement 
current labor situation. 


may 


ture will be produced with every 
effort to save unnecessary expense, 
without lowering its dramatic stand- 
ard. At the same time, the report 
says, the studio will retain the great 
majority of its employees. 


U. S. Wants Show Biz To 
Handle ‘Freedom Train’ 


U.S. Attorney-General Tom Clark 
has put the bee on the film industry 
to name a directing head for the 
Government’s proposed “Freedom 
Train” which will tour the country 
this year as a rolling museum stocked 
with historical documents. Clark has 
advised film toppers that the show- 
manship sense required to sell the 
project to the American public dic- 





dustry to name the man. 


total expenditure of $485,000 and is | 
to be bankrolled by private industry | 
exclusively, 


it's been learned. 





solving mysteries between singing 
commercials, Hollywood has its own 
unsolved problem: “What became of | 
Gregory Peck’s Look magazine | 
award? 

There was a scramble between the 
Selznick flacks and the Metro flacks | 
to achieve the honor of custodian- | 
Ship of the Peck plaque awarded the 
actor for his acting in “The Year- 
ling. The Selznick flackery swears 
the plaque was turned over to Metro, 
and the Metro flackery declares it 
was lost somewhere between Holly- 
wood and Culver City. Peck is think- | 
ing about calling up the Crime Doc- 
tor. 





Both Nelsons IIl 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Donald Nelson, president of the | 


Society of Independent Motion Pic- | 16m prints were turned over to the | w eek on Broadway. 
ture Producers, and his wife are | AMA and other car companies for | ing” 


both currently in Cedars Lebanon | 
hospital. 

Mrs. Nelson is suffering from an 
“obscure” illness which is causing 
Considerable worry. 





Book Television Short 


‘Into Camden Nabe Cinema 
Marking the first time that a film 
produced specifically for 


film theatre, the Savar_ theatre, 
Camden, N. J., will play ABC Tele- 
|vision’s “New Automobiles” 
| 20-27. 

Film was produced by ABC late 
| late year under the supervision of 
Harvey Marlowe, the web's video 
production chief, in cooperation with 
the Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 


After preeming in its original 35M | spotty 
ABC's | $55,000 in L. A., fine $12,000 in Bos- 


version on WABD (DuMont), 


former N. Y. video outlet, several 


| national *distribution. Film presents 
an overall picture of the current 
automotive industry, 
emphasis on reasons for 
in production of new Cars, 








| to take 


| 








| more films to deliver 


City. | 


| 


including | 


| 
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BACK-TRACK TO MAJOR 








ALL'S NNT Cou Jan’ s 3-to-07% B.0. Dip Below Jan., “46 
AWAY FROM FOL) But Grosses Expected to Snap Back 


Trend toward indie 
five 
out by 


is seen about 


months ago, as pointed 


VARIETY at that time, 


Producers, directors, 


to flock into filmmaking on their 
own, are rapidly discovering that 
ithe pot o’ gold was just tin. The 
trek back to the major studios is | 
already under Way and is expected 
j}to develop to proportions of a rout 
within 6 to 12 months. 

Bellwether on the trail back may 
be Liberty Films, with its powerful 
quartet of producers—Frank Capra, 
George Stevens, William Wryle1 

Sam Briskin. Unit has made ap- 
proaches to Metro, Universal, RKO 
and Paramount on a deal by which 
| the foursome would go back to work 
on a studio payroll. Outfit has two 
to RKO as an 
independent before it can 
over, 

While other indie switches into 
major folds may be less spectacular 
than the mass move by Liberty, in- 
dustry pulsefeelers are certain that 
ithe run of the indies to cover is 
imminent with increasing cost and 
contracting income, Easing of the 
tax situation, seen certain within 
the next couple of years, is also 


'an incentive. 


} 








retroactive pay awards and other } 


Under the new program, each pic- | 











tates selection of an exploitation ex. | 
pert. Consequently, he wants the in- | 


In addition to everything else, 
enough returns are in for many of 
the indies to tote up financial re- 
sults over the past two or three 
years, And, much to their dismay, 


Explanation, by one of the studio | | the producers, directors, writers and 


actors are finding that all those 


is that the company wants more promises of heavy income and low 


(Continued on page 11) 





of the | FitzPatrick’s Travelogs 


Give Him Tourist Biz Yen 


James A. FitzPatrick, producer of 
Metfo’s “Traveltalks,” plans to 
capitalize on his knowledge of 
foreign countries by opening travel 
agencies in the near future in New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
He’s also shopping for a publisher 
to turn out his travel literature. 

With a large backlog of shorts al- 
ready in the can, FitzPatrick is far 
in advance of his production sched- 
ule and so will have plenty of time 
to devote to his new enterprises. 
With traveling opening up again in 
foreign countries, he expects to 
have a large clientele. 


production, 
| W hich leveled off some four or 


a sharp swing in the opposite | 


The argument is about AA, mean- | direction. = 
ters, players and assorted promoters, | 


who three years ago began veritably | 


and |} 





Pickford fll in N. Y. 


Mary Pickford arrived in New 
York from the Coast Monday (10) 
night suffering from a very severe 


cold and was forced to bed at once 
under doctor’s care. She had come 
east to rep the film industry at the 
Edison Centennial dinner last night 
| (Tuesday ). 

Miss Pickford had intended re- 
| maining in New York for four or} 
| five days, but will probably extend | 
| her stay because of her illness. Her 
| husband, Buddy Rogers, was slated 
|to meet her in New York, but he has 
been held on the Coast, likewise by 
illness, 





Montague, Kahane 


Get New Col. Deal 


change | 


Columbia has inked a number of 
new employment pacts with the 
company’s top personnel, in several 
instances handing out 
salary hikes. Included in thes num- 
ber are Abe Montague, veepee in 
charge of distribution, whose pay is 
now boosted to $2,500 weekly on a 
seven-year deal, and Benjamin B. 
Kahane, veepee heading studio 
operations, with a new contract call- 
ing for $2,000 weekly for five years. 

In Kahane’s instance, Columbia 
tore up his old pact for a weekly 
stipend of $1,500 which was to ex- 
pire August, 1948. His revamped 
deal started running Jan. 1 of this 
year. Montague, additional to his 
pay check, also received a stock op- 
tion for 10,000 shares of Columbia: 
common. 

Taken on by the company On a 
long-term pact is Lester W. Roth, 
formerly a California superior court 
judge, who will act as studio legal 
counsel at a take of $1,500 weekly. 
Jack Cohn, executive veepee head- 
ing the New Yok office, also inked 
a new seven-year deal which con- 
tinues him at his current annual pay 
of $127,400. 

Montague’s pay boost lifts him to 
the No. 2 spot among sales chiefs of 
major companies. His $130,000 an- 
nually which started running last 
August puts him behind William J. 
Scully, leadoff salary figure, who has 
a deal with Universal for. $150,093 
yearly and ahead of No. 3 man, Ned 
E. Depinet of RKO, whose pay is 
$115,800 annually. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Cold Wave Nips Be— 


‘San 


‘Humoresque’ and 


Quentin’ Most Promising New Entries 


Severe cold wave sweeping across 


Venture has been budgeted for! the country this week took its toll 


at the boxoffice, lopping off almost 


including the film biz, | $83,000 from last week's Broadway 
Government | grosses 
launched the project late last year] most territories. 
with the idea of bringing top-drawer | encing the worst weather of the | week m &. £5 
| documents to the public’s doorstep. | 


and following through in | 
Chicago, experi- | 
took a hefty 


year, slump but Los 


| Angeles did fair with fair weather. 
| Several areas on the skids for the | and racked up lofty $17,500 for its 
\last few cantos pulled up sharply | 


television | 
‘has been booked into a commercial 


this week, with Boston and Wash- | 
ington especially hitting the upbeat. | 

“Humoresque” (WB) emerged as 
the. brighest newcomer, pulling ex- 


| cellent $32,000 in Boston, plush 
| $22,000 in Washington and sock 
| $30,000 in Chi. Pic also grossed 


Feb. | 


| 
| 


laying special | Cincinnati 
the delay | Louisville. 


pleasant $18,000 in its eighth N. Y. 


week but weak $12,000 in its second 
Pittsburgh session. Another promis- 
ing newcomer was “San Quentin” 
(RKO). with strong $57,500 in L. A. 
and smash $28,500 in N. Y. 
“Man I Love” (WB) took on 
features, chalking up fair 


$39.000 for its third 
“Dead Reckon- 
(Col) entered strongly on the 
heels of good $24,500 for its third 
N. Y. week, with terrific $15,000 in 
and good $16,000 in 
“Temptation” «(U) 


(ton and okay 


fal- 


third Philly week and brutal $6,500 | || Annual $10 Foreign y,. $11 
for its teeoff session in Pitt. Single Copies 2 “euts 
“Jolson Story” (Col) and “Till _ 
tg Roll By” (M-G) continued Vol. 165 ae 
| to pace the ¢ holdovers. rnd a on % 40 
grossed huge $56,000 for its secon oy ie 
| Boston session, fine $12,000 for third : INDEX P 
and good $9,500 for Bills CCE eer ese esedsoeeveces 4 
\its sixth Detroit week. “Clouds” Chatter . Settee eee ean eeenes a 
| opened with solid $40,000 in Detroit Film ROVERS. is Cae . 14 
a . RRO ee 
opening Cincy frame and bright ||| George Frazier.............. 36 
, $25,000 for its third week in Chi. | House Reviews.............. 47 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) teed off ||| Inside’ Legit................, 48 
with sock $26,000 in Washington, | Inside Music. pesenteseee aw 
‘earned bright $25,000 for its third ||| Imside Pictures.............. 23 
Boston week and average $21,000 for ||| Inside Radio.......*.. an 
its eighth N. Y. session. ||; Legitimate .... aa . 48 
“Yearling” (M-G), “Best Years” i Literati ........ 53 
(RKO) and “Duel in Sun” (Selz- ,) Music teeeee . 36 
nick) continued to do top biz in H New Acts... _ ae 
the limited number of situations | || Night Club Revi 1eWs. . 44 
they're playing. I Obituary ./........... o4 
| Orchestras ......... 36 
| Pictures .. oy a 
Miss Calvert’: S Quick Trip ! Pre-Production News....... 9 
Holiywood, Feb. 11. | || os pacts ass ser hess eae — 
Phyllis Calvert, currently on her \| ana Seale’ ae. ' “3 53 
way back to England, will return in | Television x Ree. Pe ge ’ 28 
May to star in “Make You a Fine | Vaudeville Sa as ae 42 
Wife.” the first picture under her | || cole qi sas hbk poe 
new player contract at Paramount. DALLY VARIETY 


British actress recently completed | 
her first Holly- | | 
Universal-Interna- | 


i“Time Out of Mind,” 
wood chore, at 


tered badly, with mild $9,500 for its | tional 


substantial | 


+ Film theatre income during Janu- 
ary, for the first time in 13 months, 
|} dropped appreciably below what it 
had been for the same month of the 
‘preceding year. Business in houses 


, throughout the nation, a check of 
major circuits reveals, averaged 
from 3-5% less in January, 1947, 
than it had for the comparable 31- 
day period last year. 
While attendance during the last 
| three or four months of 1946 was 


| known to be sliding, tilt in admis- 
| sion fees kept the level of theatre 
income as goud or better than it was 
for the same months of 1945. But 
income as well as attendance skidded 
| this January, 
Circuit execs, 


tl . i] 
LIL TISCIVOS 


while not deluding 
1947’ ‘3 4 i} 
AJ2iS Will lop tine 


| peaks of 1946, none the less feel that 


4} ‘ 
Lilal 


; the January dip is just the same 
type of temporary decline felt last 
October. At that time, income was 
just about the same as for October, 





1945, but it snapped right back for 
an appreciable gain in November, 
| Storms and sub-freezing weather 
| throughout the nation so far this 
month pretty much leave as an idle 


} 
| 
| 


hope any thought of a serious upturn 
in biz. 
What strength there was in the- 


atre grosses during January is at- 
tributable in large measure to three 
pictures which proved smash b.o. 
draws wherever they played. They 
are “Blue Skies” (Par), “Jolson 
Story” (Col) and “Razor’s Edge” 
(20th). Runner-up for honors was 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G). 
Same quartet will be called on 
to shoulder the heavy part of the 
business as they move into subse- 
quents this month, but should get 
(Continued on page 23) 





Geo. Kaufman to Direct 


March’s ‘Senator’ at U-I 


Slated as his next film vehicle, 
“The Senator Was Indiscreet,” is 
now being written for Fredric 
March with George S. Kaufman to 
handle directorial chores and Nun- 
nally Johnson producing for Uni- 
versal-Internationl. Charlie Mac- 
Arthur did the screenplay. 

Film's start awaits the close of the 
Ruth Gordon play, “Years Ago,” in 
which March is starred with his 
wife, Florence Eldridge. Picture 
will roll between the New Yérk and 
road runs of “Years.” 
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in a role even more powerful, 
more dramatic than his thrill- 


ing parts in “Little Caesar’ 


and ‘The Stranger”! 
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forever memorable to mil- 
lions after his heartwarm- 
ing performances in “Stage 
Door Canteen” and “Home 
In Indiana”, reaffirms his 


acting stature now! 
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SOL LESSER 


presents 


EDWARD G. 
ROBINSON 
LON 
MCALLISTER 


“The RED 
HOUSE 


with 


JUDITH ANDERSON + RORY CALHOUN 
ALLENE ROBERTS + JULIE LONDON 
ONA MUNSON - HARRY SHANNON 








Julie London, Allene Roberts 


ba and Rory Calhoun, names you 
4 and your audiences will long From the novel “THE RED HOUSE” by George Agnew Chamberlain ‘ 
Mg P ii 
4 remember for their rform- Written for the screen and Directed by a 
: one arco | DELMER DAVES A 
oe a Copyright by Thalia Productions, Inc. “§ 


less artistry of wonderful 
Judith Anderson in a superb 


supporting part! 
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it is released thru the house of < 
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Lindsay-Crouse Get 


Film ‘State’ But Liberty's Costs Up 


Same Deal From 





Deal by which Liberty Films has + 


purchased screen rights to the cur- 
rent Broadway legit hit, “State of 
the Union,” gives authors Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse about 
the same terms as they got in the 
original sale to Paramount, but tilt 
in pie production costs since the Par 
deal a year ago may serve to slice 
the writers’ profits. Par figured on 
making the film on a budget of little | 
more than $1,000,000, while Frank 
Capra’s budget for Liberty will run 
closer to $2,000,000. | 

Par deal, it has been learned, fell | 
through because of casting troubles. | 
Lindsay and Crouse, as part of the 
agreement, were to provide a cast) 
out of a select Paramount-approved | 
group of names. Gary Cooper topped 
the list. When L&C were unable to 
produce him, Par took over, hoping 
to line up one of its own players, | 
Ray Milland, whom studio execs had | 
in mind originally. However, by | 
that time Milland was otherwise | 
committed and L&C and Par agreed 
to drop the deal. 





Liberty pact has no, strings, such | 


as casting, but is a straight deal for 
$350,000 plus a percentage of the net, 
for a 10-year lease. Par’s agreement 
was for $300,000, plus 50% of the 
net, on a straight sale. Liberty 
stipulated that the percentage going 
to the authors shall not be made 
public, but it is believed to be the 
same 50-50 arrangement as applied 
at Par, with the sharing to start after 
charging off negative cost, prints, 
advertising, publicity, distribution 
fee to RKO and the $350,000 down 
payment to L&C. 
Authors perform the same service 
for Liberty as they were to do for 
Par: that was supervision of the 
final screenplay. Pact provides the 


film shall not be released hefore Nov. , 
with | 
Broadway and road companies of | 
“Union”) but there is no date by | 


1 (to prevent interference 


which it must be released. How- 
ever, production is expected to start 
this spring in order to take advan- 
tage of the publicity attendant to 
the political conventions next year. 

It was figured on the Par deal that 
if the film did a $5,000,000 gross on 
a $1,000,000 negative cost, L&C 
would each get about $540,000 as 
their share.. With costs up and signs 
of theatre grosses dropping, Lindsay 
and Crouse may see somewhat less 
coin, but they are still in for a 
whopping total. 


UA SALESMEN TO VIEW 
PIX AT REGIONAL MEETS 


With release dates set on nine pix 
between now and May 2, United 
Artists’. sales force will view most 
of the films at four regional huddles 
starting Feb. 22. Meets, to be at- 
tended by all district managers, 
branch managers and salesmen, are 
in line with the idea of distribution 
chief Grad Sears that if exhibs must 
see product be‘ore they buy it, film 
peddlers should see it before they 
sell it. 

Four-day conclaves will start in 
Buffalo, Feb. 22; El Paso and Pitts- 





burgh, Feb. 27, and Chicago, March | 


6. Release dates set are “Fabulous 


Dorseys,” Feb. 21; “Bel Ami,” March | 


7; “Fun On a Weekend,” March 14; 
“Macomber Affair,” March 21; “Un- 
expected Guest,” March 28: “Sin of 
Harold Diddlebock,” April 4; “New 
Orleans,” April 18, and “Ramrod,” 
May 2. “The Red House” went into 
release last Friday (7). 

Salesmen will also gander “Carne- 
gie Hall,” “Dishonored Lady” and 
“The Other Love,” on which no 
release dates have been set. 





Jurow Back to Agenting 

Martin Jurow has joined James L. 
Saphier agency as partner in charge 
of film and legit activities. 

At 33, Jurow has been George Ab- 
bott’s business manager, in the film 
department of Music Corp. ef Amer- 
ica, with Warner Bros. on the Coast. 
talent and casting head of Hal Wal- 
lis Productions and, most recently, 


| Leslie Fenton at Paramount, 


Technicolor, starting in April. 


‘ture suits in order, it is understood 


Alan Ladd Goes West 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Alan Ladd gallops through yonder 
canyon for the first time in his film 
career in “Whispering Smith,” a 
high budget oater to be produced by 
Sidney Biddell and directed by 


Picture, based on the old Frank H. 
Spearman novel, will be filmed in 





Supreme Court To 
Review 3 Pix Suits 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
Supreme Court will be asked to 
hear appeals on the three impor- 
tant pending anti-trust motion pic- 


here. Robert Wright, Justice MDe-| 
partment motion picture specialist, 
is expected to make the request, for 
the anti-trust division. 

Supreme Court has already taken 
jurisdiction in the Schine theatres 
suit. An appeal has been filed in 
the Griffith theatres case; and the 
New York Big Five judgment has 
yet to be appealed, but will be. 

Justice Department feels the High 
Court will have a better background | 
and understanding of the situation | 
if it hears arguments in all three | 
actions before acting to decide any 
of them. Griffith and Schine cases | 
are against powerful independent | 
theatres chains, and the New York | 
case, of course, is to weaken dis- | 
tributor control of exhibition. 








Schoenstadt Case at Bat 
Chicago, Feb. 11 
Master in chancery hearing of 
evidence in Schoenstadt chain $675,- 


| 000 triple damage anti-trust suit on | 











PHIL AMIGONE and 
JACK GROOD present 


GEORGE GIVOT 


Held Over at the 
CHEZ AMI CAFE 
in Buffalo, New York 


AGNEW FLIRTING 
RIVOLI N. Y, 
FOR DUEL’ 


2 
Rivoli theatre will be the Broad- 
way home of David O. Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun” if present negotia- 
tions by Neil Agnew, Selznick dis- 
tribution chief, are successful, it is 
understood. Pushed for lack of a 








Pix Is a World Industry Which Can't 
Withstand Trade Barriers —Johnston 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. : 
Gene Autry’s shift from Republic 
to Columbia means more than a 
gallop thataway from San Fernando 
Valley to Gower Gulch. 
Take it from Autry, his new pic- 
tures will be departures from the 
old western formula, with new 
stories, actors and backgrounds—a 
good trick if he can do it. 


Indies Plan To 
Rescue % Leases 


Flock of litigation stemming from 
the statutory court’s order directing 
the breakup of profit-sharing leases 
between major companies and indie 
exhibs is going to hit the courts in 
short order. Objective of the suits 
which will be filed by indies, and 
one bound to be bitterly opposed by 
the majors, will be for a judicial 
declaratory judgment converting the 
profit-sharing features of the leases 
to straight rentals to take the mo- 
nopoly curse off the pacts and there- 
by save them from the decree’s axe. 

Theatre circuit legalites are cur- 
rently in close huddles with their 
clients to determine whether the 
suits should be filed as independent 
actions in the state courts or brought 
in the form of applications to the 





showcase for the $5,250,000 Techni- | three judges sitting in the anti-trust 


color western, Agnew might be 
forced to accept a contract for a pre- 
set maximum number of weeks if he 


Alternative to the Riv into which 
Agnew might be forced is a string 
of two or more’ Brandt-booked 
Broadway house. 

Riv, booked by the Skouras Thea- 


suit.-Demands by the majors have 
already been made on circuit opera- 
tors for cancellation of the leases and 


| wants the house, rather than the! surrender of the sizable number of 
| usual holdover figure. 


houses involved. Indie operators 
have countered with the argument 
that they were in no way involved 
in the anti-trust decision and set no 
reason to turn over lucrative houses. 





Consequently, strategy of indies 


behalf of its key house, Picadilly |tre Corp., is operated by the United | will be to petition for reformation of 


Theatre, has been set for Feb. 18 | 
here. 

Hearing will be heard by Charles | 
A. McDonald, who when all evi- 
dence is submitted, will deliver his 


recommendations to Judge Philip L. fable, 


_ Sullivan of U. S. District Court. 


i 











‘immoral’ Pix 


Continued from page 1 jae" 





features. 
untary on part of Sadalities and will 
_not be asked cf ali Catholics here, 
|according to ArchBdishop John J. 





Legion Seans ‘Duel’ 


Reviewers for Legion of Decency | 





Artists Theatre Circuit, Inc. Latter 
runs it in a pooling deal with Para- 
mount, which gives Par a preference 
in booking its pictures into the 
house. When Par hasn’t a pic avail- 
20th-Fox usually gets first 
crack at it, since Joe Selznick, 20th 


the board of UA Theatres. 

That means that Agnew’s first 
step, which he is attempting to clear 
up now, is to get Par’s okay on 
putting “Duel” in. There are, of 


Action is completely vol- | course, a great many considerations, 


including Broadway playing time for 


| forthcoming Par and Fox product. 
| Fox’s “Clementine” was in last, with 


| Cantwell, 
| and Par’'s 


| 


Par’s “California” the present tenant 
“Blaze of Noon” tenta- 
tively booked next. 

Because of the natural logjam of 


,0.0.d David O. Selznick’s disputed Par product that would develop 


“Duel in the Sun” in New York 
last Friday (7) night and discussed 
it at length following the screening. | 
|No indication was given, however, 
of the attitude the Legion will take 
on the pic pending receipt and colla- | 
tion this week of written reports | 
from each member of the group | 
|which viewed it. 

LD spokesman said that the or- 
ganization’s stand would be com- | 
,municated to Selznick on the Coast | 
before the end of the week. In view 
of the producer's cooperative atti- 
tude, it was stated, he will be in- | 
formed of any cuts or changes de- 
sired before the LD’s stand is made 
public. 

Legion viewed a print which had 
already been sliced to conform with | 
Catholic suggestions made on the 
Coast. 


i 
| 





1 Year for Dirty Films | 
Philadelphia, Feb. 11. | 
Pleading guilty to charges of send- 

ing obscene pictures and literature 
through the mails, Robert C. Riegert, 

37, film projectionist, was sentenced 

Friday (7) to a year and a day in 

Federal prison by Judge Thomas M. 

|Madden who, in passing sentence 

commented, “You need a mental 


|a sharing contract. 


(Continued on page 23) 


N.Y. Astor’s ‘Cleo’ Jam-Up 
Has 506 Suit Aftermath 


With demands for extended play- 
ing time a standard distrib war cry, 
United Artists pulled a switch last 
week by filing suit for $50,000 against 





| the Astor theatre, N.Y., for holding 
| “Caesar and Cleopatra” a month be- 


yond what the contract called for. 
It’s the first time in industry his- 
tory a theatre has been sued for 
holding over a picture too long. 
Actually, of course, the suits grows 
out of the battle between David O. 
Selznick and Samuel Goldwyn for 
use of the Astor, on which they have 


to replace “Cleo” with “Strange 
Woman” to hold the house until 
Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun” was 
ready for release. Goldwyn wanted 
the theatre for “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” but wasn’t prepared to go 
‘in at once, which led Maurice Maur- 
;er, operator of the Astor, to hold 
,“Cleo” the extra weeks until Gold- 
wyn was set. 

“Cleo” contract for the theatre, 
signed by Selznick 


topper, is prexy and chairman of | 


UA was trying | 


| the leases so as to make them out- 
| and-out flat rental agreements, it has 
| been learned. Indies are prepared to 
| offer straight rentals which would 
|; equal the top amount paid on the 
best grossing film in each house, 
one legalite said. Feeling is that the 
| courts will recognize the hardship 
features of their plight and grant 
reformation on top terms. 

In this regard, it will be pointed 
out that the majors stand to gain 
considerably by reason of their own 
violation of the anti-trust laws. Re- 
turn of the houses to the majors will 
increase their economic power, the 
contention will go, and make a pres- 
ent of many theatres which were 
built up by indie operators. Indies, 
for whose benefit the decree was 
presumably drafted, will take a 
kicking around where it hurts most, 
in the pocket, and their ability to 
compete will be diminished propor- 
tionately. 

Leases are believed vulnerable in 
only one respect—and that's in re- 
spect to their profit-sharing feature. 
Judicial sanction for its elimination 
would save the leases, indies have 
| been advised by their lawyers. 








Flack’s Tolerance Pitch 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Tom Fizdale is understood to have 
been hired by Crosby Produc- 
jtions to do a public relations cam- 
|paign ont behalf of “Abie’s Irish 
| Rose.” Flack will make an effort 
\to save the United Artists’ pic 
from possibly hitting red ink on its 
$550,000 production costs as a result 
| of refusal of four of the major affili- 
ated circuits and many indies to book 
| it. 

Film has been criticized as carica- 
turing Jews and Irish, and it will be 
Fizdale’s job to attempt to prove 
that, instead of promoting racial and 
national differences, it is actually a 
plea for tolerance. Flack is getting 
a minimum of $10,000 for the job, 
with additional coin if work is need- 





Washington, Feb. 1). 
Motion picture industry was de. 


Autry Sheds Steady Pals |stves it eck ty'Bi2 Jott 


as a “world industry” which could 
be badly crippled by increasingly 
high trade barriers. Speaking be. 
fore the Committee on Reciprocity 
Information, the official committee 
gathering information in connection 
with the proposed extension of the 
reciprocal trade agreements, John. 
ston warned that no leading film 
producing company can operate jn 
\the black on its domestic market. 

Meantime, a continuation of the 
status quo appears likely as Repub. 
lican leaders have served notice on 
the White House that they will not 
fight the present deals if the State 
Department does not further cut the 
duty rates in 1947. On the other 
hand, the Republicans threaten a 
new tariff bill if the State Depart. 
ment goes ahead with its plan for 
additional reductions in the tariff 
rates. 

“There is a sharp rise in the na- 
tionalistic trend in film production 
in other countries,” Johnston testi- 
fied. “Some nations have national~ 
| ized their industries. Others are put- 
ting up stronger fences against for. 
eign product. At a time when the 
United States is trying to unblock 
the channels of mutually advan- 
tageous international trade, we find 
an opposite tendency abroad. 

“I wish to underscore that the 
American motion picture is perhaps 
the fastest growing export item. It 
jis an important part of the Amer- 
ican economy, and it has two great 
by-products: it helps to create a 
market for other American goods 
|and it conveys American ideas and 
| ideals. It is an integral part of our 
| total trade and cannot be considered 
| separately. 

“The motion picture industry is a 
world industry—an international in- 
dustry. It is one industry which 
should, in fact, be free of barriers 
both for practical and _ cultural 
| reasons. 

“No leading motion picture pro- 
| ducing country can operate profit- 
jably if its output is confined within 
|}a domestic market. The motion pic- 
jture industry of any country de- 
pends upon mass markets—the world 
| market. . 
| “The American motion picture in- 
\dustry and all the others are com- 
| petitive, of cotirse, but they are com- 
plementary. It is to the advantage 
of all producing countries to make 
more people in more areas of the 
world motion picture conscious. We 
all want more people seeing more 
pictures. ° 

“But if any motion picture pro- 
ducing country elects to build a wall 
around itself to fence out the prod- 
ucts of another producing country, 
destruction of the mass market we 
all need’ is sure and certain. New 
restrictions against interchange of 
films regardless of their origin will 
set a pattern which other nations 
will inevitably feliow, to the ulti- 
mate detriment of our motion pic- 
ture industry and all others.” 


Ky. Exhibs to Test Ban 
On Long-Term Franchises 


Anti-trust decree’s ban of long- 




















For ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ | 


term franchises is due for early ex- 
hib attack. Test suit to determine 
how far the statutory court can 40 
in putting the finger on franchises 
is currently being prepared by the 
Kentucky Theatre Owners Assn. 
Early filing of the suit in the local 
courts is expected with the indie 
operators maintaining that the stat- 
utory court exceeded its powers in 
nixing the franchises without a¢- 
cording a hearing to exhibs affecied. 

Universal will be named as de- 
| fendant to the action, it’s understood, 
| since U, with 400 franchises, engaged 
/most widely in the practice. Com- 
‘pany has notified all its franchise 
| holders that it can no longer service 
| them under those deals and KTOA 
|reaction came close on the heels of 
that notice. U unsuccessfully at- 
tempted to win the court over to 8 
| change ip position on franchises éuT- 











housecleaning.” salesmanagér 


ed beyond period of original con- | 


|ing the recent applications by the 








: , Milton Kusell, on behalf of DOS 
production aide at Enterprise. | Attorneys for Riegert contended , : . 
jhe did not know he was violating | + edgy nag ota ye yond 
| the law, advertising the literature as | 

“ost.” 





OLIVIA’S ILLNESS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. | 
Olivia de Havilland is under 
physician’s care suffering from an 
attack labelled as a “sort of in- 
testinal poisoning.” 
Actress was reported having a 
temperature of 101 degrees fer sev- 





}ending Oct. 9 and thus should have 
/come out Oct. 23. UA served notice 
Quarterly dividend of 37%%c per and asked return of its two prints 
share on common stock has been de- | (valued at $1,397.54), on Nov. 4, but 


clared by the board of directors of they weren’t returned until Nov. 20. 


| : 
Warner Bros. | Maurer was paying regular film ren- 


Melon is payable April 3 to stock- j tal in the interim. “Best Years” 


WB’S 371,c DIVVY 


| weeks after it went below a $21,000 | 
| holdover figure. It hit $20,878 week | 


tract. He was hired at the insistence | ™@Jors to revamp the decree. 
|of the author, Anne Nichols, a per- 
‘sonal friend. 











| Virginia Mayo Loaned 
Film ‘Turtle’ Leads Set | Hollywood, Feb. 1). 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. Bryan Foy borrowed Virginia 


| Eleanor Parker and Ronald Reagan |Mayo from Samuel Goldwyn to staf 
are set for the star roles in “Voice ;|jn “Out of the Blue” at Eagle-Lion. 


of the Turtle” at Warners. 


| rj . ic angle, 
Picture is to be produced by Al- | Mystery film, with a comi 


Vera 





eral days. ‘holders of record March 7. j went in Nov. 21. 


‘original Johm van Druten legit. 


fred de Liagre, Jr., producer of thé | will be based on a novel by 
Caspary. 
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Here's a Ripley: Exhibs Bid Too High 


With opening up of competitive bidding in many situations currently, 
distribs report receipt of some fabulous offers for product from exhibs 
attempting to bust into favorable positions held by houses with which 


they have been competing in the past. 


Some of the terms offered, as 


a matter of fact, are so fabulous they have the distribs scared, because 


they know the exhibs can’t show 
rental. 


a profit by paying such high film 


In several cases reported by RKO, company turned down the offers 
as being beyond reason, although the attitude they’ll have io take after 
competitive bidding becomes official July 1 is open to question. Opinion 
generally is, of course, that the highest bid will have to be accepted, 


with the exhib assumed to know 


his own business. However, sales 


execs feel—even if the lawyers don’t—that they shouldn’t be forced to 
sell to a theatre operator whose bid is manifestly made more on a 
* spite basis than on reasonable custom and trade practice. 

Offers on the whole, however, are felt by distribs to be favorable for 
the industry. They take the viewpoint that an exhib bidding a higher 
price than he normally pays will be forced to go out and exploit the 
picture so it gets additional patronage to make up for the differential 


in terms. 











Raftery-Sears Getting UA Set For 
Its Producers’ Competitive Selling 


Edward C. Raftery, United Artists? 


prexy, and Grad Sears, v.p. in charge 
of distribution, head for the Coast 
from New York tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to address a meeting of UA pro- 
ducers on changes in selling meth- 
ods and distribution contracts neces- 
sitated by the recent court decree. 
They will also confer with UA part- 
ner Charles Chaplin on plans for dis- 
tribution of his forthcoming ‘“Mon- 
sieur Verdoux.” 

UA has had no official word yet 
from Chaplin as te whether he in- 
tends to turn the picture over to the 
company for release. Raftery and 
Sears are naturally anxious to have 
a firm answer from Chaplin, so they 
All they have 
received so far are unofficial hints, 
although they are said to be certain 
in off-the-record opinions that UA 
will distrib “Verdoux.” 

Coast conclave with producers on 
their distribution contracts is made 
necessary by the court decree re- 
quiring competitive bidding to be 
instituted by July 1. UA, like other 
companies, is planning to start the 
new sales methdd within a month or 
80, gradually extending it as the 
deadline nears. 


Under the present setup, all ex- 
(Continued on page 23) 


ATA BACKING RED CROSS 
CAMPAIGN THIS YEAR 


Red Cross, reverting to its prewar 
fund-collecting methods, will not 
ask for any theatre collections this 
year but is expected to seek the full 
cooperation of the nation’s filmeries 
to raise funds. Campaign is being 
backed by the American Theatres 
Assn, so that the Red Cross is not 
expected to encounter any, difficul- 
ties with theatres as were faced by 
the National Foundation for Infan- 
tile Paralysis in its March of Dimes 
campaign last month. 


ATA has approved the Red Cross 
institutional short, produced by the 
March of Time and titled “Call to 
Action.” Film was cut from its 
original nine-minutes’ running time 
to seven minutes at the suggestion 
of ATA toppers. Latter also aided 
the Red Cross in mailing out plugs 
for the film to 16,000 exhibs 
throughout the country. 


Special trade press lunch was 
held by the Red Cross yesterday 
(Tuesday) at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
to line up the work of the film divi- 
sion this year. ATA cooperated in 
setting up the luncheon by provid- 


oe the Red Cross with a mailing 
st. 








LAURA WELLS’ S.A. PITCH 


Laura Wells, one of the team of 
four femme lookers sent on a na- 
tionwide road tour by Selznick last 
year to plug “Duel in the Sun,” has 
been hired by Enterprise to work 
Ou “Ramzod. She'll visit various 
cities, but do a more general flack 
chore than the specialized “Duel” 
Publicity. 

Miss Wells recently has been 





working for United Artists on | 
Caesar and Cleopatra” and Eagle- | 
Lion on “Bedelia.” 





Cry Babies 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

This is to disprove that old 
yarn that agents don’t have 
hearts: 

Producer Hal Horne recently 
was telling the story of Barney 
Ross’ voluntary hospitalization to 
10%er Lou Irwin. Horne has an 
affliction of the ducts, which 
causes his eyes to tear without 


reference to his emotions. 
Irwin didn’t know that, of 
eourse. 

The rest is obvious. Horne 


wound up his story with both 
men in tears. 


Competitive Pix 
Bids Seen As New 
Hypo to Ballyhoo 


Metro, only company so far to 
anticipate the anti-trust decree by 
inaugurating formal competitive bid- 
ding for all its product, expects jo 
capitalize on the system by getting 
the utmost exhibitor cooperation in 
ballyhoo and publicity campaigns for 
all pix. That, according to Metro 
sales chiefs, is the chief reason for 
instituting the system immediately, 
besides the fact that bidding will 
give Metro the best deal on each 
picture and open up a flow of prod- 
uct in competitive situations. 


Under actual competitive bidding 
practices, the M-G chiefs believe, 
any exhib who’s interested enough 
in a picture to bid enough to buy it, 
will also be interested enough to 
put a real campaign into selling the 
film to his customers. In addition, 
emphasis will be put on the exhib 


(Continued on page 23) 


‘Ramrod’ Gets Good Tie-In 
With Utah’s Centennial 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

“Ramrod”, new Enterprise pic, got 
a nice publicity springboard here 
yesterday (10) when a plug for the 
film was placed in the Congressional 
Record by Senator Elbert D. Thomas 
(D., Utah). Film has been selected 
as the official Utah centennial mo- 
tion picture by that state. It will 
be preemed in Salt Lake City 
Feb. 21. 

“This year, marking Utah’s Cen- 
iennual,” Thomas said in _ part, 
“through the magic of the motion 
picture camera, additional millions 
will enjoy it awe-inspiring grandeur. 

“I am sure that I speak for all 
the people of Utah when I say that 
we are delighted that through the 
eyes of the motion picture camera, 
millions of theatre-goers at home 
will be visiting our glorious state 
during our Centennial celebration. 
Enterprise productions is to be con- 
gratulated.for dedicating this pic- 
ture to the Utah Centennial.” 














MANY LAW SUITS 
DICTATE. SWITCH 


Competitive selling by the majors 
on a national scale will be launched 


long before the decree’s July 1 dead- 
line makes the changeover manda- 
tory. Movement to throw open sit- 
uations throughout the country and 
make product available to the high- 
est bidder regardless of whether he’s 
an old customer has already been 
started by Metro and 20th-Fox, with 
RKO and Paramount prepping to 
take similar steps before the current 
month is up. Thus, the system 
which slotted product to of&time 
customers on traditional runs and 
clearance is rapidly breaking up. 

Early switch from the old to the 
new is chiefly dictated by the neces- 
sity recognized by company toppers 
of minimizing legal liabilities piling 
up on a sales system now judicially 
declared illegal and moropolistic. 
With some $20,000,000 in anti-trust 
damage suits presently pending in 
the courts and chances of plaintiffs’ 
verdicts greatly enhanced by recent 
decisions, the majors are chary of 
continuing the system with its 
mounting lawsuit petentialities. 

Metro, alone, is prepared to fol- 
low the exact procedure laid down 
by the decree. Other companies are 
swinging into a flexible setup in 
which any exhib, whether he’s dealt 
with the company béfore or not, is 
free to bid for a pic with the guar- 
antee that the film is his if the 
terms offered are highest. Old cus- 
tomers will be told that they can’t | 
expect a film any longer as a mat- | 
ter of course and must be prepared 
to meet competitor’s terms. 

RKO’s Duo 


DECREE SE 





LLING 








Little Three Take Appeals Plunge 
While Big Five Linger on the Bank 





Vocalisthenics 

A new film star, who sky- 
rocketed to fame because he 
could move his lips in synchroni- 
zation with a famed off-screen 
dubbed voice, was wanted by 
his studio to do another picture 
with another’s voice dubbed in 
but refused. 

The actor demurred, “So-and 
s0 is my speed—the other guy 
doesn’t have enough zing for 
me.” 











Understood that RKO is currently 
beginning to peddle “It’s a Wonderful | 
Life” and “Sinbad, the Sailor” on a | 
competitive basis. Par, according | 
to its toppers, will throw open the | 
doors to new customers with all its | 
forthcoming product. United Artists | 
will also start the ball rolling with- 
in a month or so, sales execs dis- 
closed, and then extend the new sys- 


(Continued on page 23) 


PRC Finales 2-Yr. Drive 








To Wholly Reacquire 
Its 31 Film Exchanges 


PRC has acquired its Seattle and 
Portland franchises thus completing 
a two-year drive to become sole 
owner of the 31 PRC exchanges. 
Campaign, now successfully wound 


up, was initiated by Pathe Industries, | 


parent organization, with the idea of 
changing the nature of the com- 
pany’s operations. Deal with Lloyd 
Vv. Lamb, original owner of the) 
Seattle and Portland exchanges, was | 
put through following lengthy nego- 
tiations between’Lamb and Harry H. 
Thomas, PRC prexy. 

Company was originally formed to 
market pix through a series of inde- 
pendently owned exchanges on, ter- 
ritorial franchise basis. Upped 
budget on films and entry of Eagle- 
Lion which uses PRC’s physical 
facilities dictated the changeover. 

Wally Rucker and Ralph Amacher 
have been tagged for branch man- 
agerial chores in the Seattle and 
Portland exchanges’ respectively. 


| ever, 








Amacher formerly repped for Metro 
in the northwest. 


‘Jenny’ Tees Off in N.Y. | 


Camera work on “Portrait of 
Jenny,” being produced by David O. | 
Selznick’s Vanguard Films in New | 
York, is expected to get under way | 
tomorrow (Thursday). First scenes | 
probably will be in Central Park to | 
take advantage of the ice on the 
lakes — which arrived, incidentally, 
in the nick of time. 

Camera crew and technicians were 
delayed in their arrival in New York 
from the Coast over the weekend | 
by storms slowing trains, but ar- | 
rived late Monday (10). Director | 





| 
| 


Cotten and Jennifer Jones arrived | 
David | 


last week and producer 





Hempstead came in yesterday (Tues- | 


day). 


Distribs Wary © 
Of Exhib ‘Bids 


In Collusion 


With formalized competitive bid- 
decree 


ding under the anti-trust 
slated to go into general operation 
July 1, industry legalites have 
begun working on methods to 
prevent the possibility of any col- 
lusion between competing exhibs in 
the same territory. It’s believed 
possible that two exhibs might get 
together and decide which is to bid 
for each film, thereby possibly pre- 
venting the bidding from going too 
high for top product. 

Attorneys have agreed that it will 
be practically impossible to prove 
the existence of any collusion and 
are therefore making plans for the 
next best thing. If an exhib gets 
together with his opposition, distribs 
will be willing to sell to the one 
who bids, so long as that one meets 
the minimum requirements as set 
down in the distrib’s letter of avail- 
ability. If the two exhibs both 
decide not to offer bids on a picture, 
though, in hopes that this might 
knock the terms down, the distribs 
figure to lower the flat rental 


guarantee asked for and boost the | 


percentagé terms, thus_ insuring 
they’ll still get their share of the 
gross. They'll then ask for bids on 
the new terms. 

Most distribs have decided, how- 
they would rather take a 
chance that their product won’t be 
played in a certain territory rather 
than cooperate with any exhib con- 
spiracy by lowering their terms 
until some exhjb offers a bid. If 
the minimum terms asked for are 
met, the distribs believe the Govern- 
ment will be satisfied even though 
an old customer gets product, since 
films will have been offered to all 


| competitors. 





Metro’s Moppets May Do 
~ Ist Postwar Pic in Eng. 


Claude Jarman, Jr., moppet star 
of Metro’s “Yearling,” may be 
teamed with Margaret O’Brien for 
his next film, which will be pro- 
duced at the Metr» studios in Eng- 
land for the first M-G film to be 
turned out there since before the 
war. 

Film will be “The Secret Garden,” 
with Clarence Brown, “Yearling” 
director, slated to direct. Producer 
has not been assigned yet but it’s 
probable Ben Goetz, Metro’s gen- 
eral manager in Britain, will han- 
dle the production reins. If the film 
is approved by the Coast production 
execs, lensing will start in the lat- 
ter part of April, making it possible 
for Jarman to be in England for 
personal appearances at the time 
when “Yearling” preems there. 


Sachson’s Sales Huddles 


Arthur Sachson, general sales- 
manager of Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions, left New York last week 
for 10 days of huddles on the Coast 
with Goldwyn and Fox-West Coast 
officials. 





He’s setting a deal with 
William Dieterle and stars Joseph | F-WC for “Best Years of Our Lives.” 


+ Unanimous appeal sentiment was 


registered by the Little Three this 
week when United Artists and Uni- 
versal definitely decided to push for 
a U. S. Supreme Court review of 
the anti-trust decree following filing 
of an appeal by Columbia. UA’s 
board of directors met yesterday 
(11) to rubberstamp the move, while 
U’s counsel said its notice would 
probably be filed during the week. 

Meanwhile, the Big Five with the 
| exception of Paramount remained 
indecisive on the question despite 
a series of meets which thrashed out 
the pros-and-cons. Strongest senti- 
ment against appeal, it’s reported, 
was expressed by 20th-Fox’s legal- 
ites who argued for acceptance of 
the decree as is. Par, threatened by 
the partial divorcement clause which 
affects. some 1,100 of its theatres, 
has already swung into the yes 
column and will file an appeal. 

Columbia took the lead last week 
when it launched formal attack on 
the competitive sales system and 
the block booking ban. Notice of 
appeal, approved by the statutory 
court and filed in Washington, de- 
tailed nine errors which Columbia 
claimed called for a reversal. Addi- 
tionally, papers listed four questions 
which the company asserted were 
substantial in nature. 

Block booking was incorrectly de- 
fined by the court, Columbia argued, 
as conditioning the licensing of one 
picture on_another. Actually, the 
appeal said there is no coercion in 
the practice. In another point, the 
company asserted that the decree 
virtually transforms the majors into 
public utilities. Restrictions imposed 
on the industry were an usurpation 
of powers by the court, the appeal 
said, and even Congress could not 
have constitutionally imposed these 
restrictions. 

Additional argument was made 
that the court exceeded its juris- 
diction under the Sherman Act. As 
a clincher, Columbia charges the 
three judges with improperly in- 
| fringing on the copyrights which 
| the company has in its own pix. 











EAGLE-LION SETS 2-YR. 
CAN. DISTRIB VIA INT'L 


Eagle-Lion has closed a deal for 
distribution of its pix in Canada 
through the International Film Dis- 
tributors, Ltd. Agreement to form 
| the latter outfit for exclusive E-I 
| tieup was made between Alfred W. 
Schwalberg, E-L’s sales chief, and 
the Canadian group which has here- 
tofore handled PRC films in the 
Domirion. Schwalberg along with 
Max Youngstein, E-Il ad-publicity 
topper, journeyed last week to To- 
ronto to close the two-year deal. 

Meanwhile, “Bedelia,” British film 
which curtain-raises E-L’s releasing 
schedule, is garnering 35% rentals 
up to a figure and a 50-50 split on 
excess as a top bracket film of the 
newly launched company. Rental 
terms compare with a 40%-50% 
proviso in licensing pacts for big 
British properties distribute’ by 
Universal. Both companies divide 
on U. S. distribution of all J. Arthur 
Rank films. 

Company is currently conducting 
a survey to fix the number of sales 
staffers which it will require in the 
field, according to Schwalberg. At 
present, E-L has nine supervisors, 
six play-date pacters, and a num- 
ber of field exploitation men with 
substantial expansion in the offing. 
Sales buildup is necessary, Schwal- 
berg said, since by the end of March 
E-L will be distributing four films, 
“Bedelia,” “It’s a Joke, Son,” “The 
Adventuress” and “Lost Honey- 
moon.” 





75G ‘PALOOKA’ SUIT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
George Moskov filed suit for 
$75,000 here against Hal Chester, 
indie producer, charging breach of 
contract on two “Joe Palooka” pic- 
tures, 
| As production manager and as- 











Goldwyn talks are on “Lives” and |sociate producer, Moskov declares, 


plans for 
Mitty,” 
into release this spring. 


“Secret Life of Walter |he has a contract calling for salary 
Danny Kaye starrer going | and percentage, neither of which he 


|has been able to collect. 
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Film Labor to the Fore With New 


Demands and 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

The IATSE added to the producers’ 
headaches with announcement yester- 
day (10) by prexy Richard Walsh 
that wage clauses of present con- 
tracts will be reopened for negotia- 
tions because of living-cost increase. 
Greenlight for dickering will be 
given as soon as U. S. Labor De- 
partment fixes living cost index. 
Walsh added he saw “no hope for 
immediate settlement of the studio 
jurisdictional struggle,” blaming the 
deadlock on William Hutcheson, the 
carpenters’ international preéexy. 

Onithe othe® hand, one barrier has 
been removed with all locals of the 
Conference of Studio Unions, except 
Carpenters, being granted authority 
to act for their respective interna- 
tionals. With such permission 
granted, and the carpenters petition- 
ing Hutcheson for similar power, 
CSU prexy Herbert Sorrell wired 
the producers’ labor committee rep, 
Pat Casey, asking an immediate pow- 
wow “for the purpose of negotiating 
contracts with a view to arrive at a 
speedy settlement of the present 
lebor controversy.” 

Labor’s Slap at Red Cross 

Studio labor leaped to the fore- 
front in the news with a severe slap 
at the Red Cross for refusing to ac- 
cept a $201.250 contribution from 
film industry. Speaking for the stu- 
dio-workers, Ralph H. Clarke, of the 
Studio Teamsters, demanded Con- 
gressional investigation of ARC and 
its topper, Basil O’Connor, for the 
brushoff. “Labor can’t understand 
how the Los Angeles Central Com- 
mittee can ask for $60,000,000 in one 
breath,” he said, “and in the next 
refuse an amount which is 124%% of 
the total needed, from less than 4% 
of the potential donors, The National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
also refused $30,000 from the Perma- 
nent Charities Committee, and 
O’Connor is president.of that group, 
so he undoubtedly influences policies 
in both organizations.” 


ANOTHER LEGAL STYMIE 
FOR ‘THE OUTLAW’ INN.Y. 


Court fight between Howard 
Hughes and N. Y. license commis- 
sioner Benjamin Fielding over 
whether “Outlaw” will play in N. Y. 
reached another stalemate last week 
when N. Y. supreme court Justice 
Bernard Shientag reserved decision 
on Hughes’ motion to prevent Field- 
ing from revoking the licenses of 
theatres for exhibiting the film. 
“Outlaw” had been booked into the 
Globe and Gotham, both operated 
by the Brandt chain, and Arthur 
Mayer's Rialto, but all three theatres 
gancelled the bookings when Field- 
ing threatened to crack down. 

Basis of Hughes’ contention, out- 
lined to the court by former N. Y. 
Governor Charles Poletti, who’s now 
the producer’s chief counsel, was 
that since “Outlaw” had been li- 
censed by the State Department of 
Education, that should have offered 
conclusive evidence on the subject 
of its decency. 

Court also accepted a brief of 
amicus curiae supporting Hughes 
from the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
representing the owners and man- 
agers of N. Y. legit houses. Brief 
declared that the league “is vitally 
concerned with the right of the 
Police Commissioner and the Com- 
missioner of Licenses to summarily, 
by administrative fiat, exercise com- 
plete dominion and control over the 
entire theatrical business by the 
Simple expedient of threatening a 
criminal prosecution or the revoca- 
tion of a theatre’s licenses. The is- 
Sues involved are not only matters 
of the private concern of theatre 
operators or theatrical producers 


but they are also matters of public 
concern,’ 








. . . , 
Rep Buys ‘Millionaires 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Republic bought “Millionaires for 
a Day,” 
and Ernest Lehman, and assigned 
Allan Dwan as producer-director. 
Richard Sale and Mary Loos were 
inked to do the screenplay. 


a novel by Geza Herczeg | 


Slap at Red Cross 


+ 





Bronston in 6346 Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Samuel Bronston, film producer, 
was sued for $63,500 in Superior 
Court by his former partner, Ted 
Lewis (not the bandleader). 

Lewis charges he _ spent. that 
amount of money on story properties 
which they were to produce together, 
He declares Bronston refused to 
carry out a promise to repay the 
coin by Aug. 30, 1944. 


N. Y. Labmen Vote 
Strike in 30 Days 


Forcing a showdown in current 
contract negotiations with 18 major 
film labs, Motion Picture Labora- 
tory Technicians, Local 702, at a 
membership meeting Friday (7) 
voted unanimously to file a 30-day 
strike notice with the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor. With the present 
contract due to expire March 11, 
union members girded for a walk- 
out at that time by imposing a $1 
per week war fund assessment 
against 1,600 members of the union. 

Contract talks, which began Jan. 
29, have been stymied over Local 
702’s demand for. wage parity with 
West Coast lab workers who receive 
$1.40 per hour minimum in the low- 
est brackets. Present minimum in 
New York is 87c. Other demands 
of the union include increased vaca- 
tion time, sick leave, severance pay 
and differential pay scales for night 
workers. 


Another confab between the union 
and companies has been scheduled 
for tomorrow (13). Representing 
the union are John J. Francavilla, 
prez; Richard Gramaglia, veepee; 
Nicholas Kautrouby, secretary - 
treasurer; Viola D. La Preste, re- 
cording secretary, and three other 
members of the executive board. 
Representing the companies in the 
talks are 30 execs and attorneys 
from the following labs: Ace, De- 
Luxe, Consolidated, Du Art, Circle, 
Guffanti, Her, Malcolm, Mecca, Mer-~ 
cury, Movie-Labs, Paramount, Para- 
mount News, Pathe in N. Y. and 
Boundbrook, N. J., Precision and 
Producers. 


N. YS D. A. TO GET 
20TH FILM BUILDUP 


Henry Hathaway, 20th-Fox direc- 
tor, and Col. Jason Joy, chief of the 
company’s studio public relations 
staff, are slated to return to the Coast 
today (Wednesday ), following a week 
in New York, where they lined up 
locations for “Kiss of Death,” next 
documentary-type feature on the 
20th roster. 

Film will tell the story of the N. Y. 
district attorney’s office, and will be 
accorded the same treatment given 
“House on 92d Street,” “13 Rue 
Madeleine” and “Boomerang,” Hath- 
away said. “Kiss” will be shot al- 
most entirely in factual places in and 
around N. Y., with the company do- 
ing a few interior shots either in the 
Fox-IMovietone studios, N. Y., or 
back at the Coast studio. Hathaway 
expects to complete casting the pic- 
ture within the next few weeks, and | 
will return to N. Y. about March 1 
ito begin lensing. 

Fred Kohlmar will produce “Kiss,” 
| with Hathaway directing. 


Regal’s First ‘Pitfall’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| First production by Regai Films 
for United Artists release will be 

“The Pitfall.” based on a _ recent 
| novel by Jay Dratler. Shooting 
starts early in March on the Gen- 
eral Service lot. 

Regal is a new company formed | 
\wt Sam Bischoff and Dick Powell, 
who is currently winding 
|thesping job in "Assignment” to 
Treasury” at Columbia. 














up a} 


GAROL REED ON 
U.0. OUANDARD 


Loose organization of the J. 
Arthur Rank interests has one chief 
disadvantage—British pix take too 
long to make and are, consequently, 


one of Rank’s top producer-directors. | 

One the other hand, Reed said in 
briefing the pros-and-cons of the 
British setup, the system which 
parallels that of United Artists, gives 
a producer much more leeway than 
in Hollywood to choose the type of 
pix for production. 

Anglo films average 20 weeks be- 
fore the camera, Reed said, and 
“that’s longer than they should take.” 
In many of the British studios, it’s 
jnext to impossible to turn out a 
film for less than $1,000,000 even 
though a goodly percentage of them 
should not have cost that much, he 
added. “That’s because in the 
peculiar British type of operation 
there’s no associate producer guard- 
ing the pursestrings and pushing the 
pace of filming a picture.” 

Rank does not interject himself 

(Continued on page 23) 


Col. Atomizes B’s 
Into Unit Setup 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Columbia is decentralizing con- 
trol of its lower budget production 
and assigning “B” pictures to five 
separate units. Three of the units 
will be headed by Sam Katzman, 
Rudolph Flothow and Wallace Mac- 
Donald. Fourth will be conducted 
jointly by Ted Richmond and Rob- 
ert Cohn, and the fifth is in course 
of formation. : 


Bennie Zeidman, current keeper 
of the B’s, goes off the lot next 
month along with its assistants, 
Maurice Henline and Reuel O’Hara, 
and Richard Goldstone, producer. 
Meanwhile, Katzman will continue 
to produce higher budget pictures 
independently for Columbia  re- 





BRITAIN’S LOOSE PROD. METHODS » 

















\Number of F oreign Films in Academy 
Bids Deemed Healthy by Hersholt 





Frenke-Yordan Via UA 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
United California Pictures, headed 


too costly, according to Carol Reed, | by Eugene Frenke and Philip Yor- 


dan, closed a deal for the release 
of its product through United Art- 
ists. First picture will be a Robert 
Cummings starrer, “Joe Macbeth,” 
slated to start early in April. 

Two others on the indie company’s 
program are “Bad Guy” and “The 
Glass Heart.” 


U-L KLAC Sign 
Pix-Radio Tieup 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Something new has been added— 
in radio-motion-picture relations. 
Universal-International, in prece- 
dental move, has taken full one-hour 
slot on indie KLAC here. A re- 
corded show that will be augmented 
with live appearances of U-I per- 
sonalities, daily stint airs from 11 
p.m. to midnight, five times weekly. 
In addition to being an institutional 
type of show, it will also be used to 
plug individual current releases. 
The station gabber staff will handle 
the show while the studio furnishes 
scripts and guests. 

Another facet to the deal is a 
station promotion tieup with U-I. 
Exclusive deal calls for U-I stars to 
make transcribed station identifica- 
tion spots for regular half-hour daily 
broadcast. To help establish the 
station’s year-old new call letters, 
Eddie Albert, Ann Blyth, Phyllis 
Calvert, Rod Cameron, Paule Cro- 
set, John Dall, Yvonne de Carlo, 
Paula Drew, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Joan Fulton, Susan Hayward, Percy 
Kilbride, Richard Long, Edmond 
O’Brien, Ella Raines and June Vin- 
cent have made spots. Sample plug 
is: “This is Ella Raines reminding 
you that you are listening to sta- 
tion KLAC, which stands for Los 














“Arch of Triumph” after 29 weeks 
of shooting and four weeks of inac- 
tivity, due to various illnesses and 
other causes , . Edward Arnold 
and Barbara Brown were spotted 
featured roles in “Wallflower,” to 
be produced by Alex Gottlieb and 
directed by Frederick de Cordova 
at Warners ... Five languages will 
be heard on the sound track in the 
Columbia production, “Assignment 
to Treasury,” a globetrotting film 
with a Tower of Babel complex, 
using Chinese, Egyptian, French, 
Spanish and English Harry 
Sherman’s outdoor production, 
“Ramrod,” will be the official pic- 
ture for the Utah State Centennial 
celebration, with a préem in Salt 
Lake City, Feb. 21. 


Janis Paige and Don, McGuire in 
“The Wallflower” at Warners... 
Warners will make the Dennis Mor- 
gan-Jack Carson starrer, “Two Guys 
from Texas,” in Technicolor . 
| Ethel Smith in from N. Y. to play 
ithe organ in “Carnival” for Walt | 
Disney . . . Fortunio Bonanova has 
title role in “The Master,” to be 
produced by Pan-American in Mex- 
ico City . . . Paramount wound up 
filming “Variety Girl’ with a cast 
of 36 stars, 50 featured players and 
3,400 extras .. . Sara Haden drew 





lat Goldwyn’s Sam Katzman 
picked 40 location spots for his 
cliffhanger, “The Vigilante,” for 
Columbia release . . . Betty Brodel 
| sane her sister, 
“Repeat 
| Lion. 
Henry Hull inked for the father 
|role in the Walter Morosco a pe 
tion, “Scudda Hoo, Scudda Hay,” 





Performance” at Eagle- 





|: 


lease, Angeles, California.” 
Briefs From the Lot 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 20th-Fox . . . PRC sent a troupe, 
Enterprise wound up filming | headed by Bill Beaudine, to the Del 


Mar racetrack for outdoor shots on 
the Trudy Marshall-Hugh Beaumont 
starrer, “Too Many Winners.” . . 
Sole picture shooting on the Republic 
lot last weekend was “The Finger 
Woman,” produced by William J. 
Sullivan ... Arthur Treacher inked 
for the key comedy role in “Las 
Vegas,” first production by Four 
Leaf Clover Pictures . . . Dewey 
Robinson playing his 135th gangster 
role in “I Walk Alone” for Hal 
Wallis. 

Frieda Inescort in from Broadway 
for a role in the Michel Kraike pro- 
duction, “Indian Summer,” at RKO 

. Charles Chaplin and his editing 
staff doing a five-day dubbing job 
on “Monsieur Verdoux.” . Stuart 
Heisler took his cast and 100 extras 


'to Santa Suzanna for exterior shoot- 


ing on the Howard Hughes produc- 
tion, “Vendetta.” .. . Robert Lowery 
and Nancy Coleman draw top roles 
in “Adirondacks,” to be produced by 
American Eagle .. . Helena Carter 
inked as second femme lead in “For 
| the Love of Mary,” Deanna Durbin 
| starrer, at Universal-International. 


Alfred William Hart, British crim- 
inal court official, was borrowed 


|from the City of London by Alfred 


a featured role in “Bishop’s Wife” | 


Hitchcock as technical adviser on 
Old Bailey courtroom scenes in “The 
Paradine Case.” . PRC assigned 
Howard Welsch to producer chores 


l'on “Matteawan” and “Cowards of Us 


{ Looe 


Joan Leslie, in | 


. Bert Baker and his pup- | 
pets were inked for a Technicolor 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Foreign productions, totalling eight 
films, are on the list for Academy 
Awards this year and it is the health- 


‘|iest condition that appears on the 


film horizon, according to Jean Her- 
sholt, Academy prexy. “Another 
healthy sign is that about 40% of 
the pictures named are foreign and 
independent, combined — a much 
greater percentage than ever before,” 
Hersholt stated. 

Obliquely taking a rap at accusa- 
tions of “politics,” Hersholt said, 
“Nobody was in there plugging for 
‘Henry V’ incidentally—and that’s 
indication that our members are 
thinking for themselves and not be- 
ing influenced by studio affiliations.” 


Topping list of foreign films bidding 
for Oscars “Henry” is up for best 
picture, best actor and best scoring 
awards, while “Brief Encounter” is 


on best director and best written 
screenplay lists. 

Other films pointed out by Her- 
sholt are “Open City,” “Children of 
Paradise,” “Seventh Veil,” “Vacation 
from Marriage,” “Blithe Spirit” and 
a short “Life at the Zoo.” Five. films 
are British with one each from 
Italy, France and Russia. 

Candidates 

Full slate of nominees for the an- 
nual “Oscar” awards has been drawn 
up by the Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences. The nomi- 
nees: 

Best Actor—Fredric March, 
Years of Our Lives”: Laurence 
Olivier, “Henry V”; Larry Parks, 
“Jolson Story”; Gregory Peck, “The 
Yearling”; James Stewart, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.” 

Best Actress—Olivia De Havilland, 
“To Each His Own”; Celia Johnson, 
“Brief Encounter”: ‘Jennifer Jones, 
“Duel in the Sun”; Rosalind Russell, 
“Sister Kenny,” and Jane Wyman, 
“The Yearling.” 

Best Picture—‘“Best Years of Our 
Lives” (Goldwyn-RKO); “Henry V” 
(Rank-UA); “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
(Liberty - RKO); “Razor’s Edge” 
(20th-Fox); “Yearling” (Metro). 

Best Director— William Wyler, 
“Best ~Years of Our Lives”; David 
Lean, “Brief Encounter’; Frank 
Capra, “It’s a Wonderful Life”; Rob- 
ert Siodmak, “The Killers”; Clar- 
ence Brown, “Yearling.” 


Best Supporting Actor—Charles 
Coburn, “Green Years”; William 
Demarest, “Jolson Story”; Claude 
Rains, “Notorious”; Harold Russell, 
“Best Years of Our Lives”; Clifton 
Webb, “Razor’s Edge.” 


Best Supporting Actress—Ethel 
Barrymore, “Spiral Staircase”; Anne 
Baxter, “Razor's Edge”; Lillian Gish, 
“Duel in Sun”; Flora Robson, “Sara- 
toga Trunk”; Gale Sondergaard, 
“Anna and King of Siam.” 


HERE'S A NOVELTY: CHI 
PIC TO BE SHOT IN CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Liberty Films will shoot the pic- 
turization of Sam Ross’ novel, “He 
Ran All the Way,” on location in Chi- 
cago, according to Ashton Stevens, 
Chi drama critics, who tipped off the 
information received from his 
nephew, George Stephens, producer- 
director for Liberty Films. 

Passing through Chicago on his 
way to Hollywood recently, George 
Stevens told Uncle Ashton Stevens 
has plans for the recently acquired 
best-seller, a gangster story localed 
in Chi. “I’ve been talking it over 
with Capra (Frank) and he agrees 
that it’s easier, to say nothing of 
better, to bring Hollywood to Chi- 
cago than to take Chicago to Holly- 
wood.” 


Nassour Lot Opens 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
New Nassour studio was opened 


“Best 











officially yesterday (Mon.), with two 
sound stages completed and the Pine- 
| Thomas troupe moving in to start 


Musical Parade featurette at Par-| shooting “Albuquerque.” 


amount... . Costliest set to date on 
the Enterprise lot is the N. Y. street | 
corner scene for 


_which took 300 workmen four weeks; Builders are now 


t\to construct. ‘third and fourth stages. 


Constructign is being rushed on 
the $375,000 power plant which will 


“Body and Soul,”| supply enough juice for eight stages. 


at work on the 
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Goldwyn, Selznick: 


UA's Hughes And 


Rogers Nix Release Via Export Ass'n 


Samuel Goldwyn and David O.* 


Selznick continue their refusal to re- 
lease their product via the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., while all but 
two indies distributing through | 
United Artists have now joined up. 
UA recalcitrants are Howard Hughes 
and Charles R. Rogers. 

James Mulvey, Goldwyn distribu- 


tion topper, is cooperating with the | 


MPEA to the extent that he will 
not sell his films in opposition to 
the Association in the 13 countries 
in which it operates. Neil Agnew, 


Selznick distrib head, hasn't said 


yes or no to the MPEA, since his 


backlog of films is snarled up in a | 


battle with United Art&ts, resulting 
from Selznick dispute over his UA 
partnership. It is believed, however, 
even with this is straightened out, 
that Agnew will go no farther than 
Mulvey has in 
Export Assn. 
Some of the UA indies have joined 
the MPEA with the provision that 
they can distrib independently in 
certain territories, primarily Hol- 
land. Withholding of their product 
by Hughes and Rogers is not viewed 


seriously by the MPEA, since Hughes | 
and Rogers | 


has only “The Outlaw” 
has no important backlog. 
“The Fabulous Dorseys” 
release. 

It is understood there’s a possi- 
bility of a tieup for foreign distribu- 
tion 
Lawrence, who’s now in the U. S. 
Lawrence last was associated with 
Sir Alexander Korda and before 
that with Metro and UA. Deal may 
include release of some French pix, 
to which Lawrence owns rights, via | 
whatever organization Lawrence and | 


He has 


Selznick would set up abroad, in | 
order to spread the overhead. There | 
is also the possibility of the Selznick 
Releasing Organization importing 
some French pix into the U. S. to} 
facilitate acceptance of. its product | 
abroad. 


White’s Huddies Abroad 
Paris, Feb. 9. 

Paul White, repping Selznick, is 
making an extensive survey here be- 
fore organizing Continental and 
North African distribution, either 
direct or through already existing 
distributors.. It appears unlikely he 
will operate through the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. 


White is currently contacting local 
film toppers beginning with Cinema 
Administration head Michel Fourre 
Cormeray. 


ZINBERG’S HOLLYWOOD 
NOVEL GLORIFIES B’S 


o By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Unlike “What Makes Sammy Run,” 

Len Zinberg’s book, “What D’ya 

Know for Sure” (Doubleday, $2.50), 





tells about the lower layer of Holly- 
|}impression of the movie industry | 


wood, The “quickie” producers, the 
extras, the gaffers, the patter ped- 
diers and a good-hearted agent. 
They are all groping for fame and 
fortune in the town where these | 
three things have been done before. 


The story is about an assistant di- | 


rector with a small indie company 
who falls hard for a once great and 
still beautiful actress, who is tough, 
tempermental and a definite schizo- 
phrenic. (It drove me to the dic- 
tionary, too). 
quent figure of the gal to his apart- | 
ment where he proceeds to put fire 


to this beautiful hunk -of artistic | 


deadwood. He is really nuts about 
her, a very agreeable and sym- 
pathetic companion besides being | 
Slightly passionate. Of course fa- 
miliarity breeds attempt.° The gal | 
accuses him of assault and flattery | 


. She is extremely adjectival in| 


her displeasure towards him. But 
his great faith in her soon cures her 
mental condition and he directs and 


produces a picture with her that. 


makes dough. So you see his faith 
was his fortune. 
to be a swell scout. They get mar- 
ried and lived happily and legally. 


There are plenty of “fence words” | 


used throughout the book and some 
of the scenes would burn a screen. 


So if you like your novel in the | 


raw on the half-shell, that talks the 
way people talk (that is Hollywood | 
people—son) “What D’ya Know for 
Sure” is your dish. You will doubly 
enjoy this book if you happen to 
suffer from concupiscence. (Go ahead 
and look that one up; I'm just get- 
ting even with the author for that 
“schizophrenic.” ) 


aligning with the} 


awaiting 


between Selznick and keuey | 


| ritories 


He takes the delin- | 


The gal turns out | 





‘Memory’ Co. Stars Named 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Dana Andrews and Loretta Young 


will co-star in “Memory of Love,” to 


| be produced at RKO by Harret Par- 
|}sons, with John Cromwell drecting. 
Picture, screenplayed by Dick Irv- 
| ing Hyland, calls for outdoor shoot- 
jing in San Francisco and New York. 


Uticertainty Over UA 


Continuing to Distrib 
Selznick Pix Abroad 


With both sides claiming the con- 
|tract between them has been term- 
United Artists 





fonnan attorneys for 


}and David O. Selznick are currently | 


battling over status of Selznick pic- 
j}tures UA now has in release. VU: 
wants to continue distributing them 
—particularly in those countries 
abroad where they have not yet been 
released—while DOS lawyers main- 
tain that if the contract is no longer 
UA has no right to the 


| 


iin force, 
films. 

In any case, both sides are anxious 
for a clarification of the terms under 
which UA is to continue selling the 
pix—if it is to continue. Distrib now 
has in release in the U. S., England 
land certain other parts of the world 
“Since You Went Away.” “I'll Be 
Seeing You,” “Spellbound” and a 
reissue of ‘Rebecca.” 

It is understood that in those ter- 
where the films have been 


‘pretty well played off, Selznick has 


no real objection to UA continuing 
to handle them if it can be worked 


|out on a practical legal and financial 


basis. The big dispute centers 
around such areas as France. where 
none of the films has yet been re- 


| leased’ and which provide consider- 
| able income. | 
| 


Farnol’s Sage Remarks 
Before Philly Ad Club 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 


The motion picture industry must 
stop “passing the buck” on the re- 
sponsibility for better public rela- 
tions, Lynn Farnol, 
licity and advertising for Samuel 
Goldwyn, «said here yesterday 
(Mon.). 

Addressing the 50 Club, an or- 
ganization of publicity and ‘public | 
relations men at a luncheon at the | 
Bellevue-Stratford, Farnol declared 
that “producers in Hollywood ‘say | 








| responsibility rests with sales offices , 
| in New York; sales offices claim it’s | 


ithe responsibility of exhibs; and ex- 
hibs pass it right back to Hollywood. 
Meanwhile the little man in the 
towns and villages keeps getting the 


| being one of fabulous riches and 
| loose morals,” Farnol said. * 


| Farnol, in Philly as the guest of 
Everett Callow, WB theatre public 
| relations head, said that the public | 
was getting “wary of all film ad- 
| vertising because of the way picture 
| advertising tosses around superla- 
tives. 


end of the practise of “inviting the 
public into the bedrooms of film 
stars” through overemphasis of 
| courtships and divorces. 

“One of the things that Hollywood | 
| fails to publicize,” said Farnol, “is | 
the great effort that goes into the 
making of each picture. We also 
| fail to tell the public about the 
great public good that films do.” 


Another “failure” which 
jlaid at the door of motion picture 
public relations was that of creating 
better understanding “within the in- 
dustry.” 





duction responsibility “Not So 
Long Ago,” recently purchased by 
|20th-Fox at a reported cost of 
' $310,000. 

Novel, authored by Richard Sher- 


on 


man, 
Good Housekeeping and 
distribution by 


published 
for autumn 
‘Brown & Co. 


director of pub- | 


{ 
He said that there should be an 


Farnol | 


| 
‘ 9 
Perlberg Put on ‘Long Ago 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
William Perlberg draws the pro- 


will be printed as a serial by | 








| Indies Back-Track 


Continued from page $3 





taxes under capital gains setups 
have too frequently been a mirage. 


Fundamental Axiom 


| As one industryite remarked: 

“They discovered that you. have to 
;make money on your pictures be- 
ifore you have anything on which 
to save taxes.” 

Some of the indies, of course, have 
come through with winners and 
made a pile of coin. A lot of others 
have just been getting by, while a 
not unconsiderable number are said 
to be on the verge of a financial 
debacle if they aren’t able to pull 
i themselves out fast. 

Aside from the handwriting-on- 
the-wall of declining attendance, the 
|neophyte indies have discovered 
‘that a multitude of headaches go 
with the pot o’ gold they hoped to 
earn. Biggest backbreaker now is 
difficulty of getting players. There 
is only a limited number of top 
marquee draws and if they are not 
under contract to a studio, they want 
a unit of their own, rather than 
work for some other indie. 
| Financial-wise, difficulties in pros- 
for getting coin out of the 
market is also a for 

the future. All these 
serving to return picturemaking to 
the status of a “hazardous specula- 
tion” where a whole bankroll hinges 
on a single film. Majors, of course, 
with a whole slate of films, can 
balance profits against losses, rather 
than cating into capital and surplus 

Against this bevy of fears and 
troubles is the security offered by a 
long-term contract with a studio— 
and the fact that a big and experi- 
enced organization will take over 
the worries of casting. space, adver- 
tising-publicity, selling and_ the 
myriad of other things that enter in 
when a director, actor or writer is 
his own boss. 

One of the reasons for the accel- 
eration of the swing back to the 
|} studios is a growing fear that. as 
'others return to the lots, it will mean 
less room eventually for those who 
delay. 

It’s understood that the deal Lib- 
| erty is offering is for one of the ma- 
| jors to buy up its stock. Since the 
|four producers are under contract 
to Liberty, whatever outfit bought its 
stock would automatically acquire 
the producers’ pacts. A deal such 
as this was said at one time to have 
been very close to consummation 
{with Metro. An added attraction in 
it for the Liberty members, of 
course, would be the capital gain as- 
pect in the sale of the stock. 

Liberty’s pact with RKO calls for 
| three pictures, to be deliivered at a 
| minimum of one a year. Capra’s 


pect 
foreign worry 


aspect are 


“It’s a Wonderful Life” was the first | 
“One Big 


delivered, with Stevens’ 
Happy Family” now in work and 
ic apra a scripting on “State of the Un- 
ion” and “The Friendly Persuasion.” 


UA’s Status, 
United Artists, which 
gest outlet for indie production, 
| would by the same token suffer most 
| with the swing back to the studios. 
{It has in recent months been tough- 
ening its attitude on deals offered, 
accepting only those where the set- 
| up offers the prospect of strong b.o. 
returns. On the other hand, before 
the rush began into the imdie field, 
UA was frequenily short of product 
an? forced to accept many producers 
recognized as_ inferior. Whether 
| the situation repeats itself remains 
| to be seen. 

One type of indie certain to de- 
|erease in number is the actor-pro- 
ducer. 
|—ineluding such marquee pillars as 
| Gary Cooper, Paulette Goddard and 
Ginger Rogers—have considerably 
| damaged their b.o, standing via in- 
‘die productions in which they have 
been partnered. Observers see this 
_as a fact of an old. show biz maxim 
that “an actor never knows what's 
best for himself.” 

Aside from experienced guidance 


in choice of story material, players | 
on their own have found they’ve suf- | 
ithat the 


fered from lack of the high-powered 
and integrated publicity setups of 
the major studios. 


Daylight for D. C. 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
of Columbia Committee 





District 
of the 
yesterday (Monday) approved a bill 
to bring daylight saving 
Washington. Similar measure is 
being studied by 
Committee. 

Washington Board of Trade, 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, eic., 
jare plugging for daylight time, 


|admissions to theatres. 


| Republic Intl Reviews Its 100%, 


is the big- 


House ‘of Representatives | 
time to} 


Senate District! 


| exactly 
|never putting a dime on ‘place’ or 


A flock of top-grade names | ‘Show.’ Burstyn has an enviable rep- 


Foreign Distrib Upbeat in ‘4 


+ Republic International showed a 





? 

Deborah Kerr’s Starrer 

Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Sir Alexander Korda will produce a 
picture here late this spring with 
Deborah Kerr as femme star. Nego- 
tiations are under way for stage 

space on the Enterprise lot. 

Film 


aS soon as 


still untitled will go into work 
the British actress fin- 
ishes her current role in “The Huck- 
sters” at Metro. 


Another Chapter Added In 
15-Yr.-Old Judge Manton 
(Fox Theatres) Scandal 


Still tangled in the snarls of the 
judicial scandal which resulted in 
1939 in the resignation and convic- 
tion of New York Circuit Judge Mar- 
tin T. Manton, Fox Theatres Corps 
receivership is currently racking up 
a 15-year record with a long 
ahead. Another milestone in the case 
was passed this week when Federal 
Judge John C. Knox allowed $70,000 
in counsel feels to Robert Aronstein, 
attorney for certain creditors of FTC 
But more investigations and hearings 
involving figures in and out of the 
film business lie ahead, attorneys in 
the case say. 





road 


Case is winding along endlessly be- 
cause a flock of transactions put 
through while Judge Manton pre- 
sided from 1932, date when FTC 
filed its petition, to the Manton fade- 
out in 39, have been thrown open for 
further tussling. Consequently, hear- 
ings are continuing before special 
master Nathan A, Smyth, appointed 
to rule on contested transactions. A 
number of the facets in the FTC re- 
ceivership played a part in the Man- 
ton prosecution when charges were 
aired that the ex-judge had accepted 
bribes to put through various deals 
for the sale of FTC assets. 

Aronstein’s allowance follows set- 
tlement of a transaction for the sale 
of Fox Metropolitan Playhouses stock 
to United Artists Circuit and Skouras 
Theatres in which the latter paid an 
added $250,000 last week. No claim 
was made that the deal was shady 
but creditors reopened the pact on 
the ground that Manton prejudiced 
their@ights by ordering the receivers 
to waive a purchase option. Judge 
Knox, in granting the liberal counsel 
fees, praised Aronstein for “accom- 


persons to be impossible.” 





Disputes Importer’s 


week’s 
over 


Pessimism voiced in last 
Variety by Joseph Burstyn 


| 1946 of 100” 
| Richard W. 
| general 


| that 


| Chiang Kai-Shek, 


; Out 


‘hi ~earsthe y . | serials, 
plishing results thought by all other | iartent in 


total increase in foreign grosses for 
over 1945, according to 
Altschuler, prexy and 
salesmanager, Reason for 
the increase, while the rest of the 
industry was upping its foreign 
grosses an average of only 10%, fs 
the concentrated expansion under- 
taken by the company during the 
last six months 

At the 
own branches in 
tries, all in Latin America, 
franchise-holders in six other 
tries distributed Rep product 
time, howevet! 


1945, Rep 
only nine 


end of had its 
couns 
while 
coun- 
Since 
Altschuler has 
pacted with Laudy Lawrence, for- 
mer sales chief for Sir Alexander 
Korda, to handle Rep,pix in France 
and Belgium and the Yangtze Trad- 
ing Corp., headed up by L. K. Kung, 
brother-in-law of Generalissimo 
to distribute Rep 
pictures in China. In addition. Rep 
has signed with the Frieder Bros. for 
distribution in the Philippines and 
opened its own branch in India last 
week 

Rep also 


Arreece Cc 


has representation in 
echoslovkia, Spain, Swit- 
Holland, Denmark, Norway 
Sweden, leaving very few coun- 
tries without distribution, Altschuler 
said He confirmed, moreover, the 
report that Rep was currently dick- 
ering Loew's International for 
the latter to handle 16m distribu- 
tion of all Rep product abroad but 
emphasized that the deal, if signed, 
would include no 35m product. 
Under the terms of the deal, which 
is now in the hands of both come 
panies’ attorneys; Rep and Metro 
will participate in gross receipts 
from narrow-gauge distribution. Alt- 
schuler declined to state what per- 
centage of the Metro would 
get, declaring constituted the 
main point of discussion. Rep will 
handle its own reduction process 
and will follow the policy in each 
country for dubbing or sub-titling 
the product. Deal will not take 35m 
product away from any present Rep 
franchise-holder. 
Rep International 
that the company’s first super- 
deluxer, “I've Always Loved You,” 
had teed cff Rep distribution in 
many countries. Film is a good 
prestige-getter, he said, meaning that 
exhibs are now willing to buy on 
“correct terms.” Rep is one of the 
few companies, Altschuler said, that 
can supply to foreign countries a 
complete line of product, including 
A pix, outdoor action films and 
with the latter two highly 
many foreign terri- 


zer!l ind 
and 


V“ ith 


gross 


that 


prexy pointed 


| tories. 


| month, 


Views on Newcomers 


| dicted, 


Whether the 16m pact with Loew’s 
International will be worked out 
should be known within the next 
Altschuler said. Such a deal 
would be highly favorable, he pre- 
since it would assure 16m 


'exhibs of enough product from one 


|prospects of newcomers to foreign | 


film importing and distribution is 


disputed in part by Noel Meadow, ' 


BIG D.C. HOOPLA FOR 


p.a. for many foreign films shown in 

iNew York and recently co-founder 
of Vog Films, one of the newer dis- 
tribs. He said: 

“Burstyn’s analysis, which holds 
that only the phenomenal foreign 
film stands any chance at all, com- 
mits him to a policy of hitting them 
on the nose every time— | 


utation among importers for his wis- 
dom of selection, but being infal- 
lible is something else again. 

“He fixed a limit of 20 on the num- 
ber of houses that will handle for- 
eign-language films as a 
policy. but our survey turned up 35 
to 40 that will exhibit those of a 


|} high order.” 


But 
story, 
gives 


that doesn’t tell the whole 
Meadow added, because it 
no consideration to the fact 
market for foreign films is 
expanding rapidly, which he at- 
tributes to two important factors: 
First. a war-borne intensifying of 


| 


|Barron is 
|Ralph Wheelright, 
i back to 
| Rasson, 


regular | 


)self. 
,on 
; 


{ 
' 


' outside 


| levy, 
| from 


interest in foreign languages, coming | 


ex-Gl’s, and, second, 
with the Hollywood 


largely from 
dissatisfaction 
product. 
Nevertheless, Meadow 
that the neophyte 
many pitfalls, 
sible for the average film man to 
cope with. The language difficulty 
for 
for on-the-spot previewing abroad— 
_usually in Paris, since most foreigns | 
jo French—are the main ones. An- | 
jot! 1er is the ability to “translate” a 


importer 


Little, | which plays hob with early evening | foreign film in terms of probable 


American acceptance. 


over-all distribution outlet to op- 
erate their theatres 52 weeks a year. 





METRO’S ATOMIC PREEM 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

World preem of “Beginning or the 
| End”, set for Feb. 19 at Loew’s 
Palace here. will mark a new high 
for brasshat affairs. Loew’s Carter 
aiming for the works. 
who just trekked 
studio after some spade 
the preem, and Harold 
of Howard Dietz’s office, 
who will see the thing through, make 
no secret of fact that they are aim- 
ing as high as the White House it- 
They have their fingers crossed 
that one. If Pres. Truman at- 
tends, he will be the first chief exec 
to attend a motron picture screening 
the White House in years. 
Sam Marx, producer, Brian Don- 
and Tom Drake are expected 
the Coast. Both houses of 
Congress, top names of all phases 
of the original Manhattan project, 


work on 


lentire cabinet, and leading members 
|of tuwns diplomatic corps have re- 


conceded | 
faces | 
some of them impos- | 


most Americans and the need | 


| 


c2ived invitations. 


MISS JOHNSON EXITS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Menafee Johnstone has resigned 
as executive casting director for Hal 
Roach, after having been in spot 14 
months. Company plans to be inace- 
| tive for three months 


She will announce new affiliation 
shortly. 
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puitos! BUILDS! BUILDS 


TO LONG RUNS EVERYWHERE! 


* Four smash weeks at Keith’s WASHINGTON! 
* Now in 4th potent week at United Artists’ DETROIT... and no let-up! 


* First picture ever to play 2nd week at the Utah, SALT LAKE CITY! 
* Now marathoning in 4th big week at MILWAUKEE’s Riverside! 


* Now in 12th BIRMINGHAM week — 4 weeks at the Empire; 8th week at 
the Capitol! 


* Six thrilling CINCINNATI weeks — 2 each at the Grand, the Shubert, the 
Lyric! ° 


* After all-time record run at the Fox — three move-over weeks in Ist-run 
Paramount, ATLANTA! 


* Second week tops most Ist weeks at the Orpheum, DENVER! 


* In CHATTANOOGA (normal 4-day town), one whole week at the Tivoli, 
5 more days at the State! 


* Three solid weeks in TOLEDO —1 each at Rivoli, Pantheon, Palace! 


* Fourteen full days at the Georgia Theatre, COLUMBUS — where 4 days is 
normal run! - . 


* Two outstanding weeks at Orpheum, MINNEAPOLIS and Orpheum, 
ST. PAUL! 


* Three precedent-breaking weeks at the State, OKLAHOMA CITY! 
* Now in 2nd record week at the Palace, MEMPHIS, and full steam ahead! 
* Three packed weeks at the Knickerbocker. NASHVILLE! 
* Fifteen crowded days at the Orpheum, DES MOINES! 
— So double your playing time ard play safe! 


MERICAN BROTHERHOOD WEEK 
FEBRUARY 16-23 
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“Sun, 
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~ MALT DISNEY'S XN 


GREATEST AND HAPPIEST PRODUCTION 3 
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SOONER OR LATER" 
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_ BRER RABBIT 


Distributed by RKO RADIO PICTURES, Inc | ; 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 12, 1947 





The Sea of Grass 


Metro release of Pandro 8. Berman pro- 
duction, Stars Spencer Tracy, Katharine 
Hepburn, Melvyn. Douglas, Robert Walker; 
feoitures Phyllis Thaxter, Kdgar Buchanan, 





liarry Carey. Directed by lia Kazan. 
Screenplay by Marguerite Roberts and Vin- 
cent Luwrence, based on novel by Conrad 
Richter; editer, Robert J. Kern; camera, 
Harry Straddling; seore, Herbert Stothart. 
Previewed in N. Y¥., Feb. 5, '47. Running 
time, 122 MENS, 
Col, Jim Brewton............Speneer Tracy 
T.utie Cameron.....eceee Katharine Hepburn 
Lreck Brewton.......- oeseer Robert Walker 
Brice Chamberlain..... ...-Melvyn Douglas 
Seruh Reth Brewton.......> Phyllis Thaxter 
Tell. ccc cavvcevcesseec eek) cue sens 
Doe Reid. .cccccccencessvessses Harry Carey 
Selina Hall. ...ccccescccesssess Ruth Nelson 
Oy Ons err Wm. “Bill’’ Phillips 
Flevd MeCurtin...... .. Robert Armstrong 
s ORs. ctcavetee ... James Bell 
Juels WU IOO . ccc cecccadees .. Robert Barrat 
George Cameron........ Charlies Trowbridge 
Major Hlarn@y...ccsecesss Russell Hicks 
Awdy Boggs .. Trevor Bardette 
Crame sc eccvesge Morris Ankrum 
With Spencer Tracy, Katharine 


Hepburn, Robert Walker and Melvyn 
Douglas. for the marquee and a 
strong screen story against a western 
background, Metro's filmization of 
this Conrad Richter novel can’t fail 
to drag ’em to the b.o. in large num- 
bers. Because of 
and cliched writing and direction, it 
just misses being the real super- 
grosser it might have been. 


Film is loaded with very superior | Wolfson. 
imaginative | projected 
photography that are certain to bring | bo 
Camera | Mitchell 

work by Harry Stradling is partic- | characters 


acting and spectacular 


strong audiences 


response. 


ularly breathtaking in the outdoor 


sequences for the sense of space and | 


correct feeling it gives to this drama 
of the New Mexico prairielands. 


One of the big hurdles the pic will 
have to get over, however, is its non- 
selling title, “The Sea of Grass.” 
Richter’s book was hardly well- 
enough known to merit weighting the 
film with that title. Be that as it 
may, it’s a telling yarn of a man 
whose devotion and attachment to | 
that “sea of grass,” which makes up | 
the rangeland, stubbornly transcends | 
the true affection he feels for his 
wife and leads to family tragedy. 


Story is built around the tradi- 
tional American feud between cattle- 
men and-farmers, with Tracy perfect 
as the iron-jawed leader in the 
ranchers’ determined stand against 
the inevitable surge westward of the 
agriculturists whose hoes and fences 
cut. into the ranges on which ‘the 
huge herds are dependent. Despite 
the explosive possibilities of this 
background and the opportunities to 
turn the yarn into a real western, the 
writers keep themselves always in 
check, never giving an inch in 
switching the story from family 
drama to hoss-opry. Had they just 
let the boys with the six-shooters and 
the fast mares get away for one good 
spree of gunpowder and leather- 


some hackneyed | 


Suddenly it’s Spring 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Fred 
Carey, 


duction. Stars Paulette Goddard, 
MacMurray; features Macdonald 
Arleen Whelan. Directed by 
Leisen. Sereenplay, Claude Binyon, P. J. 
Wolfson; original story, Wolfsen; camera, 


tor, Alma Macrorie. Tradeshown Feb. 6, 
‘47. Running time, 87 MINS. . 

Mary Morely...sscseeeees Paulette Goddard 
Peter Morely.....eeeeeeee-Fred MacMurray 
Jack Tuimdsay....esseeee.- Macdonald Carey 
Floria. Fay.....e+e seeeese++. Arleen Whelan 





Paramount release of Claude Binyon pro- 
Mitchell 


Daniel L. Fapp; seore, Victor Young; edi- 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Sea of Grass” (M-G) 
Marquee-laden cast in filmiza- 
tion of western-backgrounded 
novel certain for good b.0o. 

“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). 
Very bright comedy with star 
values and entertainment worth, 
Gratifying b.o. a cinch. 


“The Arnelo Affair” (M-G), 


Mary's Mother. .sseseeres++Lllian +S Deseen Slick mountings, solid thesping, 
Javold Michaels. ..<ccseeess- PTank ay 

Cantais ae * eiavead .+.- Frances Robinson good marquee, and OK b.o. 

Lieut. Billings.....+- eee on: 5 ante sg np “Michigan Kid” (U), Satisfac- 
ajor Cheever.....-.-. ... Georgia cknues . : “ 

| Wwac “ oot Miochasias ess o0ds «0s Jean Ruth tory Cinecolor western with Jon 

IWAC Sergeant......ceoees ; ver oo Hall, Victor McLaglen and Rita 

; Porter on Train s ilhe bes 


| Socko escapist film fare that will 
| please solidly. “Suddenly It’s Spring 
| Starts from foundation of a topnotch 
| script, has been aptly cast and di- 
lrected and given a production gloss 
'that will pay off in all situations. 

Names of Paulette Goddard and 
¥red MacMurray assure marquee 
brightness. As a film team, they 
leave nothing to be desired, trouping 
| their slightly zany roles to the hilt 
for customer satisfaction, 

Claude Binyon earns himself 
smart credits as both producer and 
collaborater on the script with P. J. 
In the writing they have 
sound comedy values in 





both situations and dialog and 
Leisen’s direction gives 
broad life for lusty 

lauchs. o 


Story concerns marital team of 
lawyers, husband and wife, who had 
agreed to separate before the war. 
World strife delays the divorce and 
script picks them up again just as 
the WAC wife is returning from 
overseas. The husband already has 
his discharge, has fallen for another 
gal and wants the divorce pronto. 
His wife has new ideas since her 
Army service and would like to try 
again. Fun springs from MacMur- 
ray’s prodding of Miss Goddard to 
get her to ink the necessary papers 
and her continual coy delay. Not 
unexpected in the finale when the 
pair decide maybe marriage should 
be given another try but the build- 
up to that point and the situations 
that bridge cram in hearty laughs. 

What diaiog an audience will be 
able to hear is strong with laugh 
content but so easily does situation 
and line dovetail that many a quip 
will be lost in audience response of 
loud guffaws. Adding to the merri- 
ment is Macdonald Carey, a wolf- 
ish client of MacMurray’s who does 
his darndest to further the divorce so 
he can make hay with Miss God- 
dard. Another enjoyable role is 
that played by Arleen Whelan, the 
gal who wants MacMurray and nags 





pounding, they could have undoubt- 
edly widened audience-appeal con- 
siderably, 


Miss Hepburn is pictured as a cul- 
tured St. Louis belle who goes to 
New Mexico to marry range-baron 
Tracy. His attachment is so great for 
the “sea of grass” that he has no 
understanding of his wife’s feeling 
for the farm families whom he is 
forcing to starvation by illegally 
keeping them from the land. Doug- 
las, as a lawyer and judge, not only 
has a feeling for the farmers, but for 
Miss Hepburn as well, and a natural 
amity grows between them. 


Long arm of coincidence enters in 
when she finally leaves Tracy and 
runs into Douglas in Denver. In de- 
spair and confusion she gives herself 
up to him, only to turn remorseful 
the following day and decide to re- 
turn to Tracy. A chfld is born and 
all concerned realize it is Douglas’ 
not Tracy’s. Tracy forces his wife 
to leave. He raises the boy and a 
girl that he and Miss Hepburn had 
previously had. They don’t see each 
other for years. The lad grows into 
an appealing, but irresponsible young 
man (Robert Walker). with a great 
bond between him and Tracy. He 
gets himself into trouble, because of 
slurs on his parentage and escapes to 
the hills, only to be shot by the law. 
In the meantime, Miss Hepburn re- 
turns and, through intervention of 
the daughter (Phyilis Thaxter), gets 
together again with Tracy. 

Edgar Buchanan as the ranch cook 
and Harry Carey as the cattle-country 
medico are as near perfection as the 
rest of the cast. Shortcoming of the 
film is the telegraphing ahead of the 
story and its habit of »lways falling 
into the expected pattern. There’s 
never a_ surprise. Likewise, the 
cliched dialog is frequently hard to 
accept. Especially in that scene 
where Miss Hepburn first apprises 
Tracyshe is to to a father. He puts 
his hand on her shoulder and says: 
“Good girl.” Whereupon she puts her 
hand on his shoulder and says: “Good 
boy!” 

Elia Kazan’s direction keeps the 
story well-paced, after getting over 
some sinking spells during the first 
half in establishing characters and 
motivation. While much of the di- 
rection is tops for its simplicity and 
lack of pretension, there are other 


times when Kazan allows his cast to | him daily. When another of Hodiak’s 


get perilously near the line between 
characters and caricatures. 

Herbert Stothart’s music and pro- 
ducer Pandro Berman's’ general 
mounting of the picture are note- 


worthily in keeping with the yarn} 


itself. Herb. 


him on about the signing of the 
papers. Lilian Fontaine, Frank 
Faylen, Frances Robinson, Victoria 


Horne, Georgia Backus, Jean Ruth, 
Roberta Jonay and Willie Best are 
others who lend plenty of spark to 
the proceedings. 














Production complement lined up| Kid"; additional dialog, Robert Presnell, 
by Binyon turn in fine jobs. Victor | 5*-: song, Jack Brooks ant dite. catten 
Y6ung has contributed a nifty musi- | Pau) Landres. music, tans J. Salter 
cal score. Daniel L. Fapp’s lensing | Tradeshown N. ¥., Feb. 10, ‘46. Running 
glosses the production dress and the | time, 69 MINS, 
players, Miss Goddard and -other | Michigan Kids..................64 Jon Hall 
femmes have been tastily costumed | Curley.......-.. ereccegeres Victor MeLagien 
by Mary Kay Dodson and art direc- ~ Cae ee Pecos scabs Shooserstabe Rita Johnyon 
tion of Hans Dreier and John Mee- + ae” SRS AZ 2° 9 grey ey ankles 
h ahde 4 ibe edit B TNE, « Sav ecv cee chess jyron Foulger 

an ra BS § credit, Tog. hers is vo B waee..- Stanley Andrews 
' ——— EMUNUY coc ccressacecccccstcs MIDUPR Sblee 

Steve. -ee--.William Brooks 
The Arnele Affair Soubrette.........+se aia ek coal Joan Fulton 

Metro release of Jerry Bresler production, | Dave.............. esddeowtere Leonard Fast 
Stars John Hodiak, George Murphy, Frances a, Poe er ae omg ¥ss veer Ray Teal 
Gifford; feutures Eve Arden, Dean -Stock- | Shotgun Messenger.......... Giuy Wilkerson 
well, Warner Anderson, Directed by Arch | Post Pg aes ae Eddy CC. Waller 
Oboler, Screenplay, Arch Oboler from story |Sam.......... hae She cku i gues on Karl Hackett 
by Jane Burr: camera, Charles Salerno; | ffank....... Lees cas spa oad bs ats Tom Quinn 
score, aa Bassman; éditor, Harry Ko- | Rifleman..... wondesooseds ...Bert Le Baron 
mer. Tradeshown N. ¥., Feb. 7, ‘47. Run- PE Digi x , 
ning time, 86 MINS, ‘ GUA. te ha-6 5 PE asec so ctmee - «Edmund Cobb 
LOmy = MIM 6c pac cncethbic John Hodiak aaa 
Ted Parkson.......... wane 8% George Murphy i j 
Anne Ps 40s0t-008 eees. Frances Gifford With yon sail, Viewer McLagnen, 
Ric ky Parksoo soi hes ‘pea ae Dean Stockwell | Rita Johnson and Andy Devine on 

ig Se FP RR ee eee Sve Arden : sala (i 
Sam Leonard..,.... esses. Warner Anderson the marquee, Universal d Cinecolored 
Avery Border...... 9 6 Mebeabi Lowell Gilmore | “Michigan Kid” is a better than aver- 
Reger Alison..... eeeeeees+ Michael Branden i A ‘ 

MgroGy MAMOR. oi ic ccckidcicsi. Ruth Brady age Cayuse carnival which should 
Maybelle, .. SUR ke ees iepeaes tuby Dandridge | more than satisfy the payees in ac- 
Claire Lrrisom. ......cccices Joan Woodbury . P : . 

ae tion situations. Hewing closely to the 

Arch Oboler, radio's master of sus- “Quick, paw! Call the sheriff, the 
— has ee ae transposed his | outlaws are comin’!’ school, sage- 
echnique in : di ri : 

que into the visual medium with | prusher nevertheless is a chase- 


| “The Arnelo Affair.” Wisely, too, he’s 
;combined some of the best of both 
|radio and film methods to build a 
mood of sustained tension in what 
may become one of this season’s 
sleepers. Oboler leveled at the box- 
office battlements once before with 
“Bewitched” and failed even to make 
a dent: if the walls don’t tumble for 
this one, it’s only because the ap- 
proach is too adult for the average 
filmgoer. John Hodiak. George Mur- 
phy and Dean Stockwell on the mar- 
quee will definitely help. 
Sirictly speaking, this is 





not a 
‘a psychological suspense 
Frances Giffore. a well-wedded Chi- 
cago wife on the eve of her 12th an- 


niversary. finds herself attracted to 


| John Hodiak, nitery owner with a 
|disreputable background who 
|his work, her almost hypnotic fas- 
'cination for Hodiak drives her to see 


}amours turns up murdered, she is in- 


‘volved and he uses the situation as a | 


|means to bring her to him. A nick- 
of-time finish gets Hodiak and saves 
| Miss Gifford from suicide. 

There's never a question as to who 


l!committed the murder, but the crime 


whodunit. nor can it be cataloged as 


is a} 
client of her lawyer-husband, George 
Mw phy. Subordinated by Murphy to 


Johnson, 

“Odd Man Out” (Two Cities). 
James Mason in big-prestige, 
fine-b.o. pic from England, 

“Calendar Girl” (Musica)) 
(Rep.). Mildly amusing musi- 
cal. 

“Angel and the Badman” 
(Rep). Solid western drama 
with plenty of appeal for ticket- 
buyers. B.O, potential stout. 

“Vigilantes of Boomtewn” 
(Rep). Okay western in the Red 
Ryder series, 








is secondary to its effect on the char- 
acters involved. Until the film’s very 
climax, no hint is given to the ulti- 
imate denouement. Only factor spoil- 
ling the suspense is the knowledge 
|that the Johnston office will get Ho- 
idiak in the end. Dialog instills the 
feeling of action where none exists 
for much of the footage, and gab is 
excellent but for a couple of spots 
when Oboler gives vent to florid pas- 
sages. 

Credits for this film are about as 
good as they can get. Thesping of 
Miss Gifford, a horse opera gradu- 
ate, marks her for a top dramatic 
slot in Metro’s future book, while 
Hodiak smartly underplays the nitery 
op’s vicious nature concealed by a 
genteel gloss. Murphy as the typical 
American husband, does all that’s re- 
quired, and young Dean Stockwell 
takes a long step closer to stardom. 
Surprise of the pic is the quiet, slow- 
talking detective, limned by Warner 
Anderson. It’s unusual that the po- 
lice are shown as anything but boobs, 
and Anderson, as the cop who knows 
the answer and is waiting patiently 
for a break, is fine. 


Topping the production list is 
Charles Salerno’s camera work. The 
authentic Chicago backgrounds are 
perfect and location shots blended 
well with the entire film. Sets also 
very good. Tomm. 





Michigan Kid 
(COLOR—SONG) 


Universal release of Howard Welsch pro- 
duction. Features Jon fttall, Victor Me- 
Laglen, Rita Johnson, Andy Devine, Di- 
rected by Ray ‘Tavior Screenplay, Roy 
Chanslor, based on Rex Beach's ‘‘Michigan 








reward at the b.o. 

Blending his ingredients nicely, 
producer Howard Welsch started this 
one off at a brisk pace with a di- 
verting saloon scene where soubrette 
Joan Fulton warbles “Whoops My 
Dear,” the film’s only song, along 
with a line of girls. Mustered out 
| of the Army after campaigning in an 
Indian war, Jon Hall bids farewell 
; to his buddies William. Brooks, Leon- 
ard East and Milburn Stone in a 
riotous free-for-all at the frontier 





picture. | tavern, 


An ex-U.S. marshal, Hall hies him- 
self to Rawhide, Arizona, where he 


coach with driver Andy Devine and 
a rich passenger, Hall beats off an 
attack on the stage by road agents 
led by Victor McLaglen w 
revenge. Killed in the fight, pas- 
senger Prentice hides 50 grand in the 
bushes for his niece Rita Johnson 
and thereupon hangs a wellspring of 
jailbreaks, chases and plenty of six- 
shootin’ before culprit McLaglen and 
; his cohorts are brought to justice. 
iA hard-ridin’ posse-member  suc- 
icinctly summed 
| by sagely observing, ... “that’s the 








| 





| 


| 





trouble with these chases, you never 
know who’s chasing whom.” 

Jon Hall, in one of his few ap- 
pearances in hoss oprys, handles his 
role realistically, while burly Victor 
McLaglen is unexpectedly meek as 
the heavy. Rita Johnson, who runs 
Pearl White a close second in leap- 
ing into a roaring torrent, ‘is an ap- 

ealing heiress. Good-natured Andy 

vine seems to be on the wrong 
side of the tracks as one of Mc- 
Laglen’s henchmen. Handling the di- 
rectorial reins, Ray Taylor kept the 
plot moving at a fast pace, and cam- 
eraman Virgil Miller rates kudos for 
his lensing. Cinecolor process tints 
appear to.be improving. 


—_—___ 


Odd Man Out 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Feb. 1. 


General Film Distributors release of Two 





Cities Film, Stars James Mason, Robert 
Newton. Directed by. Carol Reed, Screen- 
play, F. L. Green, R. C. Sherriff, from FP, 
i.. Green’s novel: camera, Robert Krasker. 
At Odeon, London. Running time, 116 
MINS, 
JONNNY s ccceesrcecce erence .+...dames Mason 
TLaukey.ccsecs goevededveswe Robert Newton 
TOMI occ ccccccccotcscesss+, overt Beatty 
Shiathvccwccioeceece Seeeetwr F. J. MeCormick 
ROSIC. . ceo cceesessecteessests: Fay Compton 
Maudie. .ceceseceesserearetres Beryl] Measor 
UE. a 66 atlas ka Kemerts gece e- (CYTE Cusack 
Welta cc ccecadebesececées:-- Dan O' Herlihy 
ThHETOBR.cccccovecesecccess- Maureen De lany 
Granny... peeeescoosareeeres Kitty Kirwan 
AlG@sissscs se¥oboce sees Arthur Hambling 
Kathloem...svscecccese.»..-Kathieen Ryan 
Head Constable....eeeeseee > Dennis O'Dea 
TGDEP. .c0-cccceceveses Elwyn Brook Jones 
Father Tol,.cscccccesssess Ww. G, Fay 
Fencie.....++-. Tits op06 _Wiillami Tlartnell 
Cabby...+-ssees Joseph Tomelty | 
With James Mason as marquee 
name and with the critical raves 


this film will receive, bigtown and 
discerning audiences will pay plenty 
to see it. More problematical is its 
fate in the sticks, where two hours 
of unrelieved gloom, with Mason in 
an unfamiliar character, might prove 
less acceptable. It will need plenty 
selling there. 


Accent in ‘this film is on art with 
a capital A—No concessions to 
popular taste, no easy laughs to 
lighten the darkness. Carol Reed has 
made his film with deliberation and 
care, and has achieved splendid 
teamwork from every ‘member of 
the cast. Occasionally too intent on 
pointing his moral and adorning his 
tale, he has missed little in its tell- 
ing. 


Story is set in a city in Northern 
Ireland and takes place between 
4 p.m. and midnight on a winter's 
day. Johnnie, leader of an organi- 
zation, sentenced for gun running, 
has broken gaol and is hiding with 
his girl Kathleen. He plans a hold- 
up on a mill to obtain funds, and al- 
though deprecating violence, he 
takes a gun. During the holdup he 
accidentally kills a man, is badly 
wounded himself, and the driver of 
the car panics, leaving Johnnie to 
fend for himself. Bleeding, he 
stumbles through the city trying to 
hide from the police. Some people 
befriend him, others plan to sell him 
to the police, who are now trailing 
Kathleen. She has planned to get 
Johnnie on board a ship and out of 
the country. 


Visiting a priest to glean news of 
Johnnie, she gets information from 
an underworld character and finally 
contacts the former. But the two 
lovers are cornered outside the 
docks and, rather than have him 
taken by the police, she shoots it 
out. As midnight strikes two dead 
bodies are stretched on the street. 


For Mason two-thirds of the film 
is silent. From the moment he is 
wounded he has few lines and has 
to drag himself along, a hunted man 
with a fatal wound, It is hardly 
his fanit that, in this passive char- 
acter that expresses little more than 
various phases of pain and occa- 
sional delirium, he is less effective 
than he could be. A scene or two 
in the early part of the picture 
should have made the audience re- 
alize Johnnie’s right to be chief of 
the organization and what Kathleen 
meant to him. 


Making her screen debut, Kath- 
leen Ryan reveals undoubted ability 





and much promise. Graduate of the 
Abbey and Gate theatres, this 24- 


year-old redhead was, “discovered” 


packed opus which should earn its |in Ireland by Reed, who coached 


and trained her for this part. Her 
second role is opposite Stewart 
Granger in “Captain Boycott,’ an 
indication that the Rank organiza- 
tion has much faith in her. 

Most of the other parts are by 
the Irish players, as competent a 
crowd of scene-stealers as ever ap- 
peared on the screen. W. G. Fay, a 


| co-founder with W. B. Yeats of the 





| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Abbey theatre, gives a fine study as 
a benevolent priest, and there is no 
finer acting than that of Cyril 
Cusack, Abbey actor-producer-man- 
ager, who plays the panicky car- 
driver. Praise too is earned by F., 
J. McCormick for his petty sneak, 


plans to ranch it. Riding the stage- | Dennis O’Dea as head constable, Jo- 


seph Tomelty as a cabby, and 
Maureen Delany as a stool pigeon, 


Of the non-Irish players Robert 


ho vows | Newton makes his appearance when 


the picture is more than halfway 
through, and Canadian-born Robert 
Beatty disappears far too soon. 
Newton gives a characteristic dis- 
play as the eccentric, unshaven, 
hard-drinking painter, and Beatty 
enhances a rapidly-growing reputa- 
tion with a grand performance as 


things up in general | second-in-command to Mason. 


Cane. 


Calendar Girl 
(MUSICAL) 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Republic release of Allan Dwan produce 
tion, directed i Bete. Stars Jane Frazee 
William Mar lI, Gail Patrick, Kenny 
Baker, Victor McLaglen; features Irene 
Rich, James Ellison, Janet Martin, Frank. 
lin Pangborn, Gus Schilling. Screenplay 
Mary Loose, Richard Sale, Lee Loeb: ovigs 
inal story, Loeb; camera, Reggie Lanning; 
editor, Fred Allen; musical director, Cy 
Feuer; orchestrations, Leo Arnaud; songs 
James McHugh, rold. Adamson, Pres 
viewed Feb, 4, '47. Running time, 88 MINS, 
Patricia O’Neil..cccccccess++s..Jdane Frazee 
Johnny Bennett..... William Marshall 
Olivia Radford... seeeees Gail Patrick 







Byron TONES... sseevceeesessss KENNY Baker 
Matthew O'Neil seeseceess Victor Mclaglen 
Lalu Varden. -csvccccsedessssses Irene Rich 
Steve AdamS..ssceeseseeesss- James Ellison 
Tessle......+s eeceseceseesesssedanet Martin 
Dillingsworth (Dilly)....Franklin Paneborn 
Ed Gaskin....ss. Coeeneteneees Gus Schilling 
Captain OlmeD,cocccccccvesssss Charles Arne 
CIANCY.+ese0s seer terres ennes -.Lou Nova 
The Mayor... .srevescesseeessKmory Parnell 


“Calendar Girl” is featherweight 
musical that strains for laughs and 
to put over its songs, Cast is able 
but encounters plenty of difficulties 


in trying to put over dull, talky 
script. Business indications are 
light. 


James McHugh an Harold Adam- 
son contributed seven songs, all 
listenable, Best two are the little 
number and “Have I Told You 
Lately?” Majority of voca) work 
falls to Jane Frazee and Kenny 
Baker. Both do a good job of sell- 


ing tunes. William Marshall and 
Janet Martin also have vocal mo- 
ments that listen well. . 

| Plot is laid in New York at the 
turn of the century and brings cen- 


tral characters together in a board- 
ing house operated by Irene Rich. It's 
the usual group of young hopefuls 
trying to win fame and fortune. De- 
spite the many tunes, most of the 
action is resolved into much trite 
dialog that’s not easy on the ears, 
as scripted by Mary Loos, Richard 
Sale and Lee Loeb from latter's 
original. 

Title derives from work of James 
Ellison, rich young artist, who does 
ealendar portrait of Miss Frazee. 
Art work and Ellison’s character 
also cause conflict in the romance 
between girl and Marshall, a strug- 
gling composer, but everything 
comes out as expected in the finale, 
Best comedy work falls to Baker 
and Janet Martin. Miss Rich is good 
as the kindly landlady and Victor 
McLaglen displays two-fisted Irish 
fireman character. Gail Patrick has 
small spot as rich Boston society 
femme. Others come up to expecta- 
tions, 

As producer-director, Allan Dwan 
doesn't always display a sure hand. 
Dialog corn is directorial hindrance. 
Physical appurtenances are good. 
Lensing by Reggie Lanning and 
other technical credits are expert. 

Brog. 





Angel and the Badman 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Republic release of John Wayne Produce 
tion. Stars John Wayne, Gail Russell; fea- 


tures Harry Carey, Bruce Cabot, Irene 
Rich, Lee Dixon, Written and directed by 
James Edward Grant. Second unit direce 
tor, Yakima Canutt: camera, Archie J. 
Stout; editor, Harry Keller; seore, Richard 
Hageman; music director, Cy Keuer. Pre- 
viewed Feb. 5, °47. Running time, 100 
MINS, 

ie” See ee John Wayne 
Prudence Worth....... eeedbeee Gail Russell 
Wistful McClintock.......0+...Hurryetarey 


Laredo Stevons...ccscccccecss Biuce abot 
BERR, Wort. ccccccccccccoscces.Jtene Rich 
se, np, A. | EPC ere Lee Dixon 
Johnny Worth....secseseeees Stephen Grant 
Dr. Mangrum.,..seceeeesesssss Tom Powers 
CAarson......, 


eooreorvecnccccces+ PAU) Hurst 
Bradley........ cosccesetesoess- Olin Howlin 
Thomas Worth...secscceeess John Halloran 
UD Jie Chap etheccecsepesessses JOHN Barton 
ord Witherg.i..sccccsccess. Craig Woods 
PPOIIO Ss Shee ewatscersiccsic. Marshall Reed 





Big-time western drama has result- 
ed from John Wayne’s first produc- 
tion effort. “Angel and the Badman” 
is solid entertainment way above 
what might be expected on its west- 
ern locale and characters. It’s load- 
ed with sharp performances, honest 
writing and direction. The grosses 
should be strong. Marquee lineup, 
headed by the Wayne name, offers 
plenty of strength for selling and en- 
tertainment values are broad enough 
to cover all types of situations. 

On the production end, Wayne had 
paid particular attention to casting 
of the characters that people the 
James Edward Grant story. Latter, 
also a director, make the roles live 
in his writing. These factors set the 
pace for the honesty and realism that 
make “Angel” stand out. Wayne 
wins plaudits in his role as producer 
and star, as does Grant for dual 
function as writer and director. 

Faith, religious or otherwise. pro- 
vides the motivation for reformation 
of a badman,. Picture equals worth 
of others that have depicted a relix- 
ious faith and, essentially. is more 
honest in characterizatign. Story es- 
sentials deal with a hot gunman of 
the early west who is succored by 
a family of Quakers when he falls 
wounded on its doorstep. There !s a 
gradual absorption of the family § 
formula for living by the bad ma" 
and in the end he turns to the sol 
and religion in a perfectly believable 
manner. Reformation is achieved not 
only through his love for the daugh- 
ter of the Quaker family but through 
vradual realization that the faith of 





the Friends is a solid basis 1% 

achievement of happiness. . 
On the commercial side. pic oveT- 
none of the tried and found 


| looks 
j (Continued on page 22) 
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Cold Wave Chills Bway Grosses, But 


‘Yearling’ Sock | 


Smash 266, ‘Quentin’ Great 28146 :: 


Buffeted by the most acute cold 
wave of the year, Broadway’s 18 
first-run film houses tumbled this 
week to the lowest grosses since 
before Christmas, chalking up a to- 
tal of only $683,500 as compared 
with last week’s fairish $768,000. Il- 
lustrative of. the simultaneous drop 
in temperature and grosses was Ra- 
dio City 
ling” recorded a decline of $10,000 


while the mercury was dipping to 
the five-degree mark. 

Despite the slump, however, 
“Yearling” again came through to 
top the Broadway filmeries with a 
sti}l sock $127,000 in its third week. 
Several newcomers also. entered 
strongly, with “Bedelia” pulling a 
smash $26,000 at the little Victoria 


and “San Quentin” earning a great 
$28.500 at the Gotham. “Easy Come, 
Easy Go” teed off with a fair $83,000 
at the Paramount, while “Shocking 
Miss Pilgrim,” oniy other new entry 
on the street, opened too late at the 
Roxy for an estimate. 

‘Sinbad the ’ at the Palace 
won the dubious distinction of 
chalking up the biggest’ drop, plum- 
meting a hefty $14,300 to hit the 
$36,000 marker in its third week, 


} 
aaiiVi 


after two sock previous cantos. Rest | 


of the stréet was spotty, with all] 
holdovers feeling the. cold wave. 

With weather improving and sev- 
eral more newcomers expected dur- 
ing the week, house operators look 
for the slump to end during the next 
few days. Besides “Pilgrim,” which 
opened yesterday (Tuesday), the 
week will see “That Way With 
Women” replace “Man I Love” at 
the Strand, while “Two Smart Peo- | 
ple” is slated to oust “Tower of Lon- | 
don” from the Rialto screen. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
—*‘‘Best Years of Lives” (RKO) (12th 
wk). Slightly under the weather but 
still rolling along at fast clip with 
steady $46,500 for week ending to- 
morrow (Thursday); last week, sock 
$49,000. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) | 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) plus Tex | 
Beneke orch, Gene Sheldon on stage | 
(3d wk). Tilted to cold $77,000 for | 
week ending today . (Wednesday), 
after hefty $88,700 last frame. Con- 
tinues. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—‘“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (4th wk). 
Perking along steadily with hefty 
$24,500 expected far third stanza 
ending yesterday (Tuesday) 
should hold two more weeks; last 
week, great $35,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) (8th wk). 
Drop slightly this week to aver- 
age $21,000 for session ending Friday 
(14), after okay $24,000 previous 
frame. 

Getham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“San Quentin” (RKO) (lst* wk). 
Looks to do great $28,500 for teeoff 
week ending Saturday (15); last 
session, last three days of “Her Sis- 
ter’s Secret” (PRC), negligible 
$2,400. 

Gelden (767; $1.20-$2.40)—‘Hen 
Vv” (UA) (24th wk). Turning nit 
super-marathoner, with 
chalked up for 23d frame ending fast 
Satufday (8); 22d week, good $10,000, 
Holds. 

- Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—‘“Humoresque” (WB) (8th wk). 
Cold wave cut this one to fairish 
$18,000 for eighth canto ending today 
(Wednesday); last week, okay $22,- 
800. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor”. (RKO) (4th wk) 
After two smash weeks dipping to 
$36,000 for third frame ending yester- 
ov (Tuesday); last week, pomee 
S.R.O. sign with great $50,300. Holds. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
——“Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par), plus 
Cootie Williams orch. Ella Fitzgerald 
on stage (2d wk). Open last 
Wednesday (5) to okay $83,000; pre- 
vious week, third and final frame of 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par) plus Mills 
Bros., Elliot Lawrence ll topping 
Stage bill, weak $55,000. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Yearling” 
(M-G) plus stage bill (8d wk). Took 
a cut because of weather to still 
sock $127,000 for third frame ending 
today (Wednesday); previous ses- 
sion, smash $137,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"Stairway to Heaven” (U) (8th 
wk). Recorded first drop of run, 
with fairish $14,000 for 7th week 
ending yesterday (Tuesday); last 
week, okay $15,500. Continues on 
same modified roadshow policy. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85) — 
“Tower of London” (U-reissue) (3d 
wk). Dropped to average $7,000 for 
third frame ending tomorrow 
(Thursday) after strong $10,200 for 
previous canto. “Two Smart People” 
(M-G) opens Friday (14). 

Riveli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25 )— 
“California” (Par) (5th wk). 
other tumbler, with mildish $25,000 
for fourth frame ending Monday 





Music Hall, where “Year- | 


into 
a 


An- | 


Z1G, 3d; ‘Bedelia’ 

















? 
| Estimated Total Gress 
Rat WOR vnc cesstivs $683,500 
| (Based on 18 theatres) 
Tass WOOP... uicces. . $807,500 
| (Based on 16 theatres) 
(10): last week, moderate $35,000. 
Continues 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) plus 
| Evelyn Knight, Gil Lamb on stage 
|opened yesterday (Tuesday). Last 
| week, six days of fourth and final 
| frame of “13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
| plus Gracie Fields heading stage 
bill, and including one day of “Pil- 
grim,” fairish $54,000; previous 
week, hefty $94,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) with Block & 
Sully, Wilbur Evans on stage (lst 
'wk). Okay $28,000 for frame ending 
tomorrow (Wednesday); previous 
canto, second and final week of “Jol- 
son Story” (Col) ‘plus vaude, aver- 
age $27,000. “Till Clouds Roll By” 
(M-G) plus Jackie Gleason head- 
|lining stage bill opens tomorrow 


| (Thursday ). 
| §trand (WB) (2.756; 75-$1.50) — 
“Man I Love” (WB) plus Charlie 
| Barnet orch on stage (3d wk). 
| Dropped to mildish $39,000 for third 
|frame ending tomorrow (Thursday) 
lafter good $46,000 previous week. 
|“That Way With Women” (WB), 
plus Martha Vickers, Claude Thorn- 
hill orch on stage, opens Friday (14). 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Bedelia” (Eagle-Lion) (list wk). 
Should do smash $26,000 for first 
session ending tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), fine for this house. Last week, 
second and final frame of “Wake Up 
and Dream” (20th), weak $9,000. 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“Swell Guy”..(U) (3d wk). 
Another victim of the cold wave, 
with thin $20,000 estimated for. third 
week ending Friday (14); last week, 
neat $27,000. 


‘Wake Up’ Slow 10G, 
‘Wicked’ 714G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 
Winter's nastiest weather has 
knocked props out from under show 
biz -here this stanza. Two hold- 





and } overs, “Jolson Story” at Loew’s and 


“Razor’s Edge,” at Indiana, may get 
extra playing time. New entries, 
“Wake Up and Dream,” at Circle, 
and “Wicked Lady” at Keith’s, very 
moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) 
— ‘Wake Up and Dream” (20th) and 
“Strange Journey” (20th). Slow 
$10,000. Last week, “Deception” 
(WB), oke $11,000. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 


“Wicked Lady” (U). Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Swell Guy” (U) (2d 
wk). Frigid $4,000. 


“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Down 
to $12,500 in blizzard, following ter- 
rific $22,000 first stanza. Holds. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“Beast With Five Fingers’ (WB) and 
“Game of Death” (WB). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “King’s Row” (WB) (re- 
issue) and “Wild,Bill Hickok” (WB) 
(reissue). Oke $7,500. 


—‘Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk). 
Sluggish $10,000 after big $19,000 
‘vpener. 

Keith’s (Indie) -(1,300; 40-60) — 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60) — 


‘Strange Woman’ Neat 
$23,000 in Providence 


Providence, Feb. 11. 
Still. on the upswing, with two 
third-week holdovers very snappy, 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” in 3d sesh 
at RKO Albee and “Jolson Story) in 
8rd at Strand. “Strange Woman” at 
Loew’s State carries over two extra 


ys. 

Estimates for This Week : 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—"It’s 
a Wonderful Life” (RKO) and 
“Gentleman Joe Palooka” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Zowie $17,000. Second sesh 
swell $19,000. 

cullen (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Time, Place and Girl” (WB) (3d 
downtown wk). Happy $6,000. Last 
week “Saratoga Trunk” (WB) (re- 
lissue), nice $6,500. 
| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 )—“Darl- 
ing Clementine” (20th) (reissue) 
and vaude. Peppy $8,000. Last week 
“Three Little Girls in Blue” (20th) 
| (reissue) and vaude, 


$7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; ) 
“The Verdict” (WB) and “Wife 
Wanted” (WB). Healthy $14,000. 


Last week “Time, Place, Girl” (WB) 








(2d wk), nice $15,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 
85) — “Partner's in Time” (Mono) 


and Gene Krupa orch on stage for 
weekend run. Hot $9,500. Last week 
“Decoy” (WB) and Michael O’Shea 
and Raymond Scott band on stage, 
good $7,000 for weekend stand. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-8#5)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Sing- 
ling in Corn” (M-G). Healthy $23,- 
1000 in first seven and being held to 


Thursday. Previous week had 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Boston 
Blackie” (M-G) (2d wk), snappy 
$16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


—‘Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk) be- 
gan Monday. Second stanza very 
nice $15,000, after starting off with 
bingo $20,000. 


‘Jolson’ Torchy 
30G in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

“The Jolson Story,” aided and 
abetted by a big ballyhoo and criti- 
cal okays, is easily outdistancing all 
competish currently and should ring 
up a sock $30,000. Runnerup is the 
dualed “San Quentin” and “Vacation 
in Reno.” “Henry V” wheeling into 
fourth week and still a good draw in 
the small house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Wife 
Wanted” (Mono), $17,000. Last week, 
“Suspicion” (U) and “Love Affair” 
(Mono), $17,000. ” 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75) — “San 
Quentin” (RKO) and “Vacation in 
Reno” (RKO), $20,000, good. Last 
week, “13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
and “Dick Tracy Vs. Cueball” (Rep) 
(2d wk), $18,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th) (3d 
wk), $10,000 after $12,000 for the 
second stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“The Jolson Story”. (Col). Socko 
$30,000. Last week, “Her Secret 
Heart” (M-G) (2d wk), $17,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Her Secret Heart” (M-G) (move- 
over), $6,500. Last week, “Till the 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d wk) 
(m.o.), $8,000. 

. St. Leuis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) — 
“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Fabulous 
Susanne” (Rep) $15,000. Last week, 
“Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk) (m.o.), 
$7,000. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (4th wk). 
Will grab nice $7,000 after $7,500 
for the third session. 











Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
Film biz big this sesh despite 
frigid weather and snowstorm. 
“Nora Prentiss” getting terrif play, 
abetted by big exploitation via con- 
test on WCAU. Duke Ellington like- 
wise packing ‘em in at Earle. 
stimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94) — 
“Temptation” (U) (3d wk). Mild $9,- 
500. Last week oke $12,500. 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Bright $7,500. Opener hot 


$9,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Nora 
Prentiss” (WB). Big $38,000 plus 
husky $5,000 for Sabbath showing at 
Earle. Last week, “Man I Love” 
(WB) fairish $15,000 for second sesh. 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 60-99)—‘“Blind 
Spot” (Col) with Duke Ellington 
|orch on stage. Handsome $33,500. 
Last week, “Renegade Girl’ (Indie), 
with vaude headed by Ralph Slater, 





so-so $18,500. 

| Fox (20th) (2,250; 350-94) — “13 
| Rue “Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Hefty $26,000. Opener last week 


| fancy $41,000, 


Philly Warm at B.0. If Not in Weather; 
Prentiss 436, ‘Blind-Ellington 33/56 


Geldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Secret Heart” (M-G) (5th wk) 
(6 days). Finaling with neat $14,000. 
Last week fine $18,000. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—“Show-Off” (M-G) (3d wk). Nice 
$11,000. Last week neat $14,500. 


Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d run). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Rage in Heaven” 
(M-G) (reissue) so-so $4,000 for five 
days of second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,350; 50-94) — 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Still holding up nicely with 
$20,000. Third canto trim $2.,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)—“It’s 
a Wonderful Life” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fair $24,500. Last week great $32,000 
plus $3,700 for Sunday stint at Earle. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94) — 
“Lady Luck” (RKO). Pale $8,500. 
ee week, “Beast With Five 

ingers” (WB) sour $9,000 for sec- 
ond sesh. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; $1.30-$1.95- 
$2.60 )—“‘Henry Vv” (UA) (6th wk). 
Dipping slightly to $10,000. Last 
i week o.k. $11,000. 





~< 
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Chi Drops But Business Still OK: 
‘0’Clock’-Crosby Orch Tops at 55¢, 
‘Humoresque’ Sock 306, ‘Lady’ 17¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grose 
This Week $3,159,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 206 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Week $4,376,600 
(Based on 23 cities, 188 theatres) 





eeeeteeeee 





very good | 


44-65 )— | 


‘Jolson’ Wow 566 








In Boston 0, 
‘Humoresque 326 


oston, Feb. li. 


Paced by “Jolson Story,” going 
for a record at the State-Orpheum, 
the Hub is still definitely om the 
upbeat with big takes in all spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk) 
plus Hal MacIntyre orch, Cy Reeves, 
others on stage. Film draw holding 
up well and new stage show pulling 
in okay $28,000. Last week, with 
King Cole Trio, great $46,000. 

Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.80) — 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U). Road- 
show re eee Feb. 7, with first 
week looking like a neat $12,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80) 
“Best Years of Lives’ (RKO). Sev- 


_— 


enth week about same as last, 
-| $10,000. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000: 40-74) — 


“Well Digger’s Daughter” (Indie). 
Fourth week, with sock biz to tune 
of $7,000 after $8,000, last. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80) — 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Ghost 
Goes Wild” (indie). Fine $12,000. 
Last week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) 
and “Flight to Nowhere” (Indie), 
Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80) — 
“Les Miserables” (20th) (reissue). 
First week looks like okay $8,000. 
Last week, “The Chase” (UA) and 
“Romance West” (PRC), $6,000 on 
third week, 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“It’s Wonderful Life” (RKO) and 
“Lone Wolf Mexico” (Col). Third 
week remains bright $25,000 after 
$28,000 for second. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—“Humoresque” (WB) and “Mr. 
Hex” (Mono). Powerful femme 
draw with excellent $32,000. Last 
week, “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th) and eee, ee ( ). 
Second week, $25,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col). Huge $32,000 
ae pg week after ‘vast $36,000 for 
Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Ghost 
Goes Wild” (Indie). First run at~- 
traction with solid $18,000. Last 
week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Flight Nowhere” (Indie), $16,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col). Second week still 
hot as pistol with $24,000 after $30,- 
000 first. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Hangover Square” (Indie) and 
“Lighthouse” (PRC). Fine $6,000. 
Last week, “Pilgrim Lady” (Rep) 
and “Crime Inc.” (Rep) (reissue), 





H.0.’s Predominate, Buff.; 
‘Rue’ Nearly $16,000 


Buffalo, Feb. 11. 

Blizzard is denting biz badly all 
over, with holdovers predominating. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)—“13 
Rue Madeleine” Pe Nearing 

,000. week, “Secret Heart” 
(M-G), $15,000. —_ 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
—“The Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk). 
$14,000. Last week topped $24,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Se- 
cret Heart” (M-G) (m.o.). $7,000. 
“Pilg ag Pa sal (UA) and 

rim " (Mono). Bette 
$10,000. r seins 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“The 
Westerner” (Par) and “Splendor” 
(Par) (reissues). $7,000. Last week, 
“Time, Place and Girl” (WB) (m.o.) 
(3d wk), $4,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 40-7))— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Betty 
Co-Ed” (Col) (2d wk). $12,500. Last 
week, bettered $21,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent., Inc.) (3.,- 
000; 40-70)—“Song of .the South” 


(3d wk). Under $7,000 in five days. 





Last week, $12,000. 


Chicago, Feb. 1}. 

Even though biz took slight tumble 
due to below-zero weather most of 
last week, ses remained fairly 
static. M houses felt the cold 
although there was no outstanding 
drop for any particular pic. 

Five new entries invaded the 
Arcti¢ loop, and estimates indicate 


fairly warm reception. “Johnny 
O'Clock,” with Bob Crosby band op 
stage, looks best. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (7th wk). Swell 
$20,000. Last week, strong $24,000 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95)— 
“Johnny O’Clock” (Col) plus Bob 
Crosby orch on stage. Opened strong 
Friday (7); looks like good $55,000. 
Last week, “Two Smart People” 


(M-G), with Diana Lynn p.a. fair 
$40,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900: 65-95)— 


“Wicked Lady” (U-I) opened Satur. 
day (8) for decent $17,000. Last 
week, “Verdict” (WB) closed after 
2nd week with a so-so $13,700 


Grand (RKO) (1,500: 65-95) 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) ‘(7th wk). 
Slight drop to a calm $13,000. Last 


week, $15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400 :65-95)— 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) with 
Clyde McCoy stage bill for 2nd week, 
Healthy $45,000 after last week's 
staunch $55,000 opener. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)— 
“Love Laughs at Andy Hardy” (M-G) 


coupled with “The Trap” (Mono), 
Opened Wednesday (5) and should 
do great $25,000. “San Quentin” 


(RKO) and “Genius at Work” (RKO) 
closed last week with nice $18,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1.700: 65-95)~ 
“City for Conquest” (WB) and “Wild 
Bill Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues) 
opened Tuesday (4) for good $15,000. 
Last week, “Captain Caution” (Indie) 


and “Captain Fury” (Indie) (re- 
issues), closed with $15,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 65-95)— 


“Humoresque” (WB) opened Wednes- 


day (5) for sock $30,000. Last week, 
“Time, Place, Girl” (WB), so-so 
$14,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 65-95)— 
“Razor’s Bdge” (20th) (7th wk). 
Steady $20,000. Last week. $25.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 65- 


95)—“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(3rd wk). Bright $25,000. Last 
week, same. 


Woods ( ness) (1,200; 95-$1.20- 
$1.40-$1.80)—“Best Years of Our 
Livés” (RKO) (8th.wk). Handsome 
$36,000. Last week, $39,000. 


‘Clouds’ Soars In 
Detroit, $49,000 


; Detroit, Feb. 11. 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” at the 








Michi is grabbing top business in 
Detroit this week, indication 

are that it would reach near-recor 

proportions had it not suffered acutely 
with all others by the ice and snow 
storm that all but paralyzed the city. 
“The Jolson Story” in its sixth week 
at the Adams seems to be nearing 
the end of a good run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)— 
“The Jolson Story” (Col) (6th wk). 
Holding up well at $9,500. Last week, 
nice $11,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,308;  70-95)—“California” (Par) 
and “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” 
(Mono) (24 wk). Stout $20,000. Last 
week, terrific $35,600. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70-95) 
—Sun Valley Serenade” (20th) (re- 
issue) and “The Bowery” (20th) (re- 
issue). Okay $10,000. Last week, 
“Mr. District Attorney” (Col) and 
“Singing in Corn” (Col), fair $10,060. 

Fox ae en (5,100; 70-95) 
—“Temptation” (UA) and “Swell 
Guy” (U). Solid $27,000. Last week, 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “The 
Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col) (2d 
wk), stout $25,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60)—“Canyon Passage” ‘U) and 
“Vacation from Marriage” ‘M-G). 
Good $2,800 for 3 days. Last week, 
“No Leave, No Love” (M-G) and 
“Deadline for Murder” (20th), usual 
$2,300 for 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039: 
70-95)—“Till the Clouds Roll By 
(M-G) and “Luckiest Guy in _ the 
World” (M-G). Solid $40,000. Last 
week, “Cross My Heart” ‘Par) and 
“Accomplice” (PRC), good $25,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 
976; 70-95)—“Nocturne” (RKO) and 
“The Ghost Goes Wild” (Indie). Stiff 
$22,000. Last week. “Never Say 
Goodbye” (WB) and “Hotel Reserve 
(RKO), loud $18,000. 





(RKO) and “Joe Palooka” (Mono) 1000. Last week. “Sone of the S 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1.941: 70-95)—“Tranned” (Col) an 
“Rase in Heaven” (M-G). Fai! $18. 

mwiin 
(RKO) and “The Falcon’s Adven- 
solid $15,000. 


ture” (RKO) (4th wk), 
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San 


Quentin’ Paces L. A., $57,500 in 4, 


| 


‘Man Love’ OK 556 in 3; ‘Yours Slow 
334,Gin 5, Song South Paces 1.0.s, 4 





Los Angeles, Feb. 11. *% 


New bills are being headed up this | (Col) and “Strange Journey” (20th) | 


week by “San Quentin.” Backed by | 
hypoed campaign, film is sighting | 
strong $57,500 in four situations. 

Other newcomers are fair. 

ng just okay 

while “Tl Be 


five 


“Man I Love” is fac 
$55,000 in three 


5 is slow $35,500 in 


spots | 
Yours” situa- | 
tions 


ond week, is leading holdovers with | 


sturdy $45,000 in two houses. Third 
frame of “13 Rue Madeleine’ is 
chalking up nifty $41,500. or near, 
while fourth and final for “Clouds 
Roll By” is smooth $40,000. “Cross 


My Heart” is very weak at $19,500 in 


outlook for second week at. two 
houses. 
Third and final week of “Chase” 


in four smallseaters is near $19,000. 


Roadshows continue big. “Best 
Years” is again leading with great | 
$45,000. Pic is in seventh week at 
one house and third in another. 
“Duel in the Sun” is shaping up to 
$38,000. or same as last frame. | 
“Yearling” is taking steady $11,000 


on seventh week. “Stairway to 
Heaven.” now continuous, is heading 
for fine $8,500 on third week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO). Good 


$7,000. Last week, “Mr. District At- 
torney” (Col) 2x2 “Strange Journey” 
(20th) (8 days), okay $6,100. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (7th wk). Socko 
$15.000. Last week, big $14,500. 

Beverly Hills Musie Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Chase” 
4UA) (3d wk). Finales with $3,000. 
Last week, good $4,900. 


Bruin (FWC) (1,300; 50-$1)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk-m.0o.). 
Closing m.o. run with better than 
$3,000. Last week, okay $4,500 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; $1- 
$1.80)—“Yearling” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Steady $11,000. Last week, ahead of 
estimate to very steady $11,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- 
$1)—“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d 
wk). Neat $11,000. Last week, good 
$14,106. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Man I Love” (WB). Okay $20,000. 
Last week, “Time, Place, Girl” (WB) 
(3d wk), closed with $12,400. . 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—“Chase” (UA) (3d 
wk). Closing with $10,000. Last 
week, pulled up with good $11,300. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 


(8 days), okay $18,700. 


“Song of South.” in its sec- | “Song of South” (RKO 


Palace (D’town-WC) ($1-$1.80)- 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Big 
$30.000. Last week, smash $30,200, 
ahead of first. frame. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)- 

) (2d wk) and 
“Secret of Whistler’ (Col). Steady 
$23,000. Last week, with “Falcon’s 
Adventure” (RKO) supporting, 
smooth $26,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1) 


( 


|—_"‘Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Roll- | 
ing Home” 


(SG) (2d wk). Faint $12,- 
00. Last week, dull $19,500. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 


451; 50-$1)—“Cross My Heart” (Par) 


(2d wk). Fair $7,500. Last week, 


good $10,900. 


80 )—“Song 
'wk) and “Secret of Whistler” (Col). ! 
Nifty $22,000. 
con’s Adventure’ 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- | 
of South” (RKO) (2d | 


Last week, with “Fal- 
(RKO) supporting, 


brisk $25,700. 





“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Nifty $12,000. Last week, 
smart $14,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—‘“San 
Quentin” (RKO) and “Dick re | 
vs. Cueball” (RKO). $7,000. 
Last week, “Mr. D. A.” (Col) and 
“Strange Journey” (20th) (8 days), 
nice $6,500. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—“Duel” (SRO) (5th wk). Steady 
$22,000. Last week, sock $22,300. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1-$1.50) 
—“Stairway to Heaven” (U-I) (3d 
wk). Switched to continuous run 
with price change. Fine $8,500. Last 
week, ahead of first frame with 
$6.600. 

Gordon (FWC) (756; 50-85)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk-m.o.). 
Closing m.o. run with $3,500. Last 
week, nice $4,500. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“I'l) Be 
Yours” (U-I). Dull $3,500. Last 
week, “Swell Guy” (U-I) (2d wk) 
and “Boston Blackie and Law” (Col), 
dim $2,600, 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“‘Chase” (UA) (3d wk). 
$3,000 for final frame. Last week, 
good $5,200. 


Yours” (U-I). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Swell Guy” (U-I) (2d wk) 
and “Boston Blackie and Law” 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Tll Be 


(Col), faint $5,300. 


Studie City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Tll Be Yours” (U-I). Fair $6,500. | 
Last week, “Swell Guy” (U-I) (2d 
wk) and “Boston Blackie and Law” 
(Col), slow $3,500. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1)—“Tll Be Yours” (U-I) and “Lone 
Wolf in Mexico” (Col). . Average 
$13,000.- Last week, “Swell Guy” 
(U-I) and “Boston Blackie and Law” 
(Col) (2d wk), closed with $7,300. 
Uptewn (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)—“13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk). Nice 
$7,500. Last week, good $10,300. 
Vogue (FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— 
“Duel” (SRO) (6th wk}. Near $16,- 
000. Last week, big $16,000. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Finales with $10,000. Last 
week, hit hefty $12,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)— 
“Man I Love” (WB). Near $17,000. 
Last week, “Time, Place, Girl’ (WB) 
(3d wk), $8,800 on close. 





‘Man Love’ Some B.0. 


Lover, 146 in Balto 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. 

Icy temperature is putting a chill on 
local boxoffices, mostly h.o., with lone 
new entries of “Man I Love” at the 
Stanley and Keith’s “Notorious Gen- 
tleman” drawing fairish trade. Rest 
of list all right. 

Estimates for This Week 

Centu (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “ltrange Woman” (UA) (2d 
wk). Holding nicely at $13,000 after 


surprisingly big getaway to $19,300. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-75) — “Song of South” (RKO) 
(2d wk) plus h.o. of vaude. Main- 
taining good pace at $15,000 after 
punchy starter at $20,400. 

Keith’s. (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60) — “Ladies Man” (Par). Starts 
today (Tues.) after a steady week 
of “Notorious Gentleman” (U-I) to 
nice $12,700. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55) — 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep). House 
average of $3,500. Last week, reis- 
sue of “The Bowery” (20th), mild 
$3,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Going well enough at $9,000 after 
okay preem at $12,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Man I Love” (WB). Weathering 
cold rather well at $14,000. Last 
week, “Never Say Goodbye” (WB) 
disappointed at $13,300. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“It’s Wonderful Life” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Holding pace at $12,000 after 


| Strong second sesh to $16,800. 


‘Clouds’ Up There, 1736, 





‘Reckoning’ Terrif 156, 


Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 
Firstruns 
and “Dead Reckoning” are hotsy in 
face of burg’s longest cold spell for 
several years. And with strong hold- 
overs, “It’s Wonderful Life” and 
“Blue Skies,” downtown overall b.o. 
is holding to a comfortable temper- 
ature. “Perfect Marriage.” a new- 
comer, and other holdovers are 


istalled by zero blasts which prevailed | 


over weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 


fect Marriage” (Par). Slow $10,000. 
Last week, “Blue Skies” 
wk), smash $22,000. 


Clouds Roll By” (M-G). 
500. Holds. Last week, “Humor- 
esque” (WB) (3d wk), so-so $5,000. 


Reckoning” (Col). Terrif $15,000 
warranting h.o. Last week, 





‘Angel Plenty 
Good $33,000 


To Pace Frisco 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

“Angel and the Badman” is set- 
ting the town’s pace. “Mighty Mc- 
Gurk,” with stage show, is disap- 
pointing. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
—“Mighty McGurk” (RKO) (2d wk) 
plus vaude, headed by Wally Brown 
and Eileen Barton. Sad $19,000. Last 
week, 0 ,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Angel 
and Badman” (Rep). Sturdy $33,000. 
Last week, “13 Rue Madeleine” 
(20th) (2d wk) fair $20,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) (2d wk); (4 
days). Weak $10,000. Last week, 
Satisfactory $21,400. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,646; 55-85 )— 
“Show Off” (M-G) (2d wk). 
$17,500. Last week, pleasing $25,000. 

State (FWC) (2,133; 55-85) — “13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk) 
(m.0.). Good $12,500. Last week, 
“Humoresque,” 4 days, $5,500 





Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Man I Love” (WB). Okay $18,000. 
Last week, “Time, Place, Girl’ (WB) 
(3d wk), finaled with $9,700. 

Hellywood Music Hall ‘Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Chase” (UA) 
(3d wk). 
good $4,500. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“I'll Be 
Yours” «U-I). Slow $4,500. Last 
week, “Swell Guy” (U-I) (24d wk) 
and “Boston Blackie and Law” (Col), 


only $3,300. 

Leew’s State ‘Loew-WC) (2,404: 
50-$1)—“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
(3d wk). 


g00d $24,300. 

Los Angeles (‘D'town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—"“Till Clouds Roll By” «(M-G) 
(4th wk). Smooth $18.000. Last week, 
trim $23,400. 

Loyola (FWC) (1.248: 50-$1)—"13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk). 
Siecady $7.000. Last week, neat $9.000. 

Million Dollar ‘(D’town) (2.420; 50- 


85)—"San Quentin” ‘RKO) = and 
“Dick Tracy vs. Cueball” tRKO) 
Good $15,000. Last week, “Undei 


Nevada Skies” (Rep) with Tex Rit- 
ter on, stage, good $17.800 

Orpheum ‘D'town-WC) (2,210: 50- 
$1) — “San Quentin” ‘RKO) and 
“Dick Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO) 
Boff $28,000. Last week, “Mr..D. A.” 


Fair $3,000. Last week, | 


_Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85) — “Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (2d 
| wk). Pleasing $11,000. Last week, 
| tepid $14,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
| 207; 55-85) — “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
| (UA). Unhappy $12,500. Last week, 
| “The Chase” (UA) (2d wk), a sad 
| $10,300. 

Stagedeer (Ackerman) (350; $1.80 
to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (20th 
ber ae week, husky $6,000. Strong 

5,500. 





Neat $16,000. Last week. | Variety Clubs Convene 


| In L. A. During May 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
International Variety Clubs’ 1947 


convention will be held here, May | 


14-17, with Variety Tent 25 in charge. 


and Charles P. Skouras organizing 


subcommittees to 
phases of the affair. 


handle various 


Nice | 


Quentin” (RKO), $15,000. 
Keith’s (UP) 

Be Yours” (UI) 
$5,000 after $7,000 opener. 


Quentin” (RKO) (m.o.). Mild $4,500 


$20,000. 
Shubert (RKO) 
“Blue Skies” (Par). 


(Par), third sesh on main stem, mod 
erate $5,000. 


Kansas City Chilled; OK 


Kansas City, Feb. 11. 
Cold wave which moved 


in the face of the chill atmosphere 


new bills, and will hold over 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” - at 


more than one week at that pace 


Newman. 


after third seven days. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire - Uptown - Fairway 
'“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (29th) 
low temperatures. 
nificent Doll” (U) light $14,000. 
Kime (Dickinson) 





H.0.s Strong in Cincy 


“Till Clouds Roll By” 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—“Per- | 


“San 


(1,542; 55-70)—“Tll 
(2d wk). Fairish 


Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“San 


Last week, “Stage Coach” (UA) and 
“Kansan” (UA) (reissues), n.s.h. $4,- 
500 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70)—“It’s 
Wonderful Life” (RKO) (2d wk). No 
complaints, $12,000. Last week, swell 


(2,100; 55-70)— 

Moveover for 
third downtown week. Socko $8,000. 
Last week, “Two Years Before Mast” 


14G for ‘Song,’ Holds 


in on 

town Friday (7) slowed all amuse- 

ment takes. No strength at any first 

|run, though all showing fairly well 
. +] 

“Song of the South” dualled in the ‘LIFE WONDERFUL 266 

Orpheum is probably brightest of 


Fox 
Midwest’s first run trio barely aver- 
age and considerably doubtful of 


Likewise “Cross My Heart” in the 
“Jolson Story” pulled the 
unusual to stay three weeks in the 
big Midland, and likely to move out 


(Fox 000 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 


| Average $16,000 in face of severe 
Last week “Mag- 


(550; 65)— 
“Open City” (States Rights) (3d wk). 
Going stronger than first week, and 
may stay for a considerable run; 


‘Magnificent Doll 


116, ‘Guy’ Mild 
8G, in Mpls, 





Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


Temptation Not 
Tempting in Pitt, 
6146; ‘Rue’ 126 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 
Only one new picture in town this 
week, “Temptation,” at Fulton, and 
it’s not doing anything. But then 








angle, with the exception of ‘Till the 
Clouds Roll By,” which is holding 
up fine in second stanza at Penn and 
may stick again. Otherwise, the rest 
of the holdovers are sluggish, which 
wasn’t unexpected, however, On ac- 
|count of freezing weather. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Temptation” (U-I). Period picture 
had the pants pounded off it by the 
critics, and cold weather’s adding to 
the woes of Merie Oberon starrer. 
Will be lucky to do $6,500 on the 


ond of “Wake Up and Dream” (20th), 
around $4,000 in 5 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)—‘“13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk). Get- 
| ting hit, too. by the temperature and 
| will slide off sharply to round $12,000 
i}on the holdover. Last week, the Cag- 
jney picture did better than $17,000. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
|“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) ‘(2d 











(Par) (2d | wk). This one’s the only ray of sun- 


ishine around. Sttll doing big and 


Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 55-70) —“Till | Ought to clock around $22,000 this | 
Lofty $17,- 


stanza, fine here for a second week. 
| It got smashing $28,000 on the opener. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—‘“Strange 


Grand (RKO) (1.430; 55-70 )—“Dead | Woman” (UA) (4th wk). Held over 


{here for second session after having 


, 


off but there shouldn’t be too many 


up. Last week Hedy Lamarr starrer 
did okay $4,000 at this small-seater. 

Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (UA) and 
“One Million B.C.” (UA). Couple of 
reissues are just getting by here; 
looks like $4,500 in 10 days. Last 
week, “Razor’s Edge” (20th) pulled 
after 4 days in 6th week to around 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Hu- 
moresque”’ (WB) (2d wk). Not meas- 
uring up to expectations at all at b.o. 
Will finish up with less than $12,000 
on the holdover, which is no biz con- 
_|sidering marquee names. Last week 
“Humoresque” was under $20,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—“No- 
torious” (RKO) (4th wk). Not too 
much of a drop in Bergman-Grant 
vehicle, now in second week at this 
site after having been at Stanley for 
16 days. Will get nearly $7,000 at 
the finish line. Last week, “Notori- 
ous” did over $11,000. 


WASHINGTON FORTE; 








Washington, Feb. 11. 

General average along town’s main 
stem this week is up a couple of 
notches over recent weeks. “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” at RKO Keith’s out- 
ran snow and sleet to a sock finish. 
“Humoresque,” at Warner's Earle, 
also above average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew’s) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d wk) plus 
vaude. Holding fairly well at $23,- 
. Last week, sturdy $32,000. 
Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44.70)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk) 
(m.o.). Fine $9,000 for 5th down- 
town week. 

Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85 )— 
“Humoresque” (WB). Plush $26,000. 
Last week, “Man I Love” (WB), so- 
so $19,000. 





$6,000 current week, showing week —Ganterta bee yi os 
nights and continuous Saturdays | ¢9¢ 900 Last week. “S , ne 
and Sundays. Last week (2d) film | (RKO ) mild $15 000. an Quentin 


hit similar figure. 
Midland (LoewW’s) 


Unusually good play, 


Last week, second for the film, solid | 


$20,000. 


Chairmen of the numerous com- Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
mittees are Dave Bershon, George 65)—“Cross My Heart” (Par), Fair 
Bowser, Sherrill Corwin. Willard $13.000, doubttul of holdover. Last 
Keith, Howard Stubbins, George wee + : ia “> : Love” (WB) 
Topper. Dr. Ben Feingold, Oscar ~~ - Soe 000. ee 
Oldknow, Jack Berman and W. H ee (1,900: 45-65 )- 
Lollier. es! Bra e South” (RKO) and 


(Continued on page 22) 


ag = » (3,500; 45-65)— | « 
re Jolson Story gr at $6,000, with evenings and 


Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
Henry V” (UA) (14th wk). Hold- 


weekends still s.r.o. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,513: 44-70)— 


“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d run). Nice 
| $9,500 for- 3d midtown week. Last 
week, “Wicked Lady” (U-I), fine 
| $11,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-70) 
|“Love Laughs at Andy Hardy” 
(M-G) Poor $16,000. Last week. 


|\“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th), so- 
so $19,000, 


6146, Wicked Lady’ Good 


neither is the rest of the Golden Tri- | 


week, pretty brutal. Last week, sec- | 


previously played the Penn. Falling | 


complaints with $2,500 for the wind- | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11 
Winter's worst weather is the cur. 
rent heavy handicap for th boxe 
office to hurdle. 
The lone major “ne\.comers 
“Magnificent Doll,” 
“Wicked Lady.” 


a 
“Swell Guy” and 
Layout is unusual 
in that the two principal Paramount 
houses, Radio City and State, both 
have holdovers, “Till the Clouds Roll 





By” and “13 Rue Madeleine” in 
their third.and second weeks, re. 
spectively, and two “A” theatre the 
Century and World, are runr.ing 


British pictures, “Wicked Lady” 
“Brief Encounter,” the latter jn jts 
| second week. It’s also the second 
week for “Stanley and Livingstone” 
a reissue. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 


and 


30-44) “So 
Dark the Night” (Col) and “Fool's 
Gold.” Fair $2,000 in five days 


sighted. “South of Chisholm Trail” 
(Col) and “The Trap” (Mono), 
opened yesterday. Last 





week, “Ge. 

nius at Work” (RKO) and “Light. 

house” (PRC), good $2,200 in five 
days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-79) — 

“Wicked Lady” (U-I). Mixed opin- 

ions on this one, but title and James 


Mason boxoffice pull are helps, Good 
| $8,000 indicated. Last week, “Blue 
| Skies” (Par) (5th wk), okay $4,000 
making terrific $70,000 for run 
Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44) ‘Wife 
Wanted” (Mono). Sensational adver- 
tising and exploitation campaign, 
but pretty good, $3,500 looks about 


jall. Last week, “Wild Bill Hickok 
Rides Again” (WB) (reissue), good 
$3,000. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—*Stan- 
ley and Livingstone” (20th) (reis- 


sue) (2d wk). Fair $4,000 in pros- 
pect after okay $4,200 first week 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-70)~ 
“Magnificent Doll” (U-I) Cast 
names helping well-liked picture to 
profitable takings. Looks like good 
$11,000. Last week, “White Tie and 
Tails” (U) and Bob Crosby on stage 
| (50-85), good $25,000, but huri prob- 





|ably to extent of $6,000 by bad 
| weather break. 

! Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Finishes fine loop run with 


i this stanza. Reaching for good $11,- 
1000. Last week, good $12,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Swell Guy” (U-I). Critics praised 
it and customers like it Hitting 
mild $6,500." Last week, “It's Won- 
derful Life” (RKO) (6th wk). Fin- 
} ished wonderful run to $4,000 mak- 
ing boff $60,000 for six weeks, in- 
cluding three at Orpheum. 
| State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — “13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk). Has 
been doing very well in face of bad 
weather. Should cross good $10,000 
after smart $11,000 first stanza. 
Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55) — 
“Time, Place and Girl” (WB). First 
neighborhood showing. Good $4,000 
indicated. Last week, “Margie” 
(20th), very big $5,000. 





World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—‘ Brief 
Encounter” (U-I) (2d wk). Critics’ 
raves and word-of-mouth have 


helped it to build. Good $2,500 after 
first-rate $3,000 initial canto. 


‘Nocturne’-‘Reno’ 
$11,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Feb. 1). 

Weatherman is more gentle and 
b.o. reacting more favorably. “Jol- 
son” at Liberty continues to hit a 
hefty pace. Many are repeaters. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Duffy’s Tavern” (Par) and “Flame 
of Barbary Coast” (Rep) (reissues). 
Bad $3,000. Last week, 6th of “Ra- 
zor’s Edge” (20th), poor $3,500. 

Bifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Nocturne” (RKO) and “Vacation 
in Reno” (RKO). Good $11,000. Last 
week, “Two Smart People” ‘M-G) 
and “Personality Kid” (Col), $6,900. 

Liberty. (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Jolson” (Col) (7th wk). Still jolt- 
ing b.o. with $9,000. Last week. great 
$10,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (4th wk). 
Good $4,500. Last week, oke $4.100. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Blackie 
afd the Law” (Col). Good $10,000, 

st session, 2d stanza of “McGurk 
(M-G), so-so $5,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Deception” (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$9,000 after getting good $12,300 last 
week, weather considered. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Desperados”. (Col) and vaude. Fait 
$5,500. Last week, not so hot $6,100 
for “Brennan Girl” (Rep) and Major 
| Bowes unit on stage. 
| Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
i“13. Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
| “Shadowed” (Col) (2d wk) Good 
| $10,000. Last week, fine $15,400 cone 
sidering cold. “ 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80 )— 











“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Allotment 
Wives” (Mono) (4th wk). Fair $3 
500. Last week, so-so $3,900. 95 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 49 
50)—“Time of Lives” (U) and “No 
Leave, No Love” (M-G) (3d runs). 


[Fair $3,000. Last week. 3d runs 
i“Clementine” (20th) and “End ¢ 
'Time”, (RKO), mild $3,100. 
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Vaude 


Used As London Stopgap 


Pending Arrival of Legit Shows 





London, Feb. 1. 

West End managements have again 
become vaudeville conscious, not so 
much because of their love for this 
form of entertainment as for its use 
as stopgap. 

With legit biz having slumped, due 
fo general conditions and sudden 
Arctic spell, worst in 25 years, Val 
Parnell has decided to close the Pal- | 
ladium show, “High Time.” Feb. 22, | 
after nearly a year’s run, and replace | 
it with temporary vaude season till | 
the new Tommy Trinder show is 
ready. 

Season opens Feb. 24, with opening 
bill headed by George Formby, who 
stays two weeks. Following two 
weeks, Laurel and Hardy will be the 
toppers. American film stars play 
two weeks out of town prior to their | 
London opening. First week New- | 
castle, to be followed by Birming- 
ham. 

Val Parnell is now in Paris trying 
to unearth some Continental novel- 
ties, while it’s understood that his 
aide, Charles Henry, now in Ameri- 
ca seeking novelties for new Trinder 
show, will also try to-get a few acts 
for the Palladium season. 

Jack Hylton is another with yen | 
for vaude. His usual spot, which has 
had several successful seasons, is the 
Victoria Palace. He expects to open 
there Easter Monday, April 7, with 
current Lupino Lane show closing 
around end March. 


Hylton is encountering difficulty 
in getting headliners for his opening, 
with Bud Flanagan and Nervo and 
Knox having turned down offer. For- 
mer prefers to teke out his own 
vaude unit in the provinces, where 
he is assured of netting around $3,000 
per week on his own, while latter 
prefer to take a rest after they finish 
in Hylton’s pantomime, “Red Riding 
Hood,” at the Adelphi. 

Meanwhile, Emile Littler’s mam- 
moth revue at the Coliseum, “The 
Night and the Laughter,” produced 
by Robert Nesbitt, closes Feb. 15 after 
comparatively short run of four 
months. Is being replaced by “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.” stage 
version of Disney film, owned by 
provincial producer Harry Benet. 
Show has been touring sticks for two 
years to good coin. 

Although a guarded secret, under- 
stood next big production at the Col- 





| 





iseum will be the American hit, 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” with Pat 
Kirkwood one of the potentials for 
the Ethel*Merman role. 


Another big American success 
bound for the West End is “Okla- 
homa!” This will go to Drury Lane 
theatre. Several other theatres have 
been suggested, but understood that 
Oscar Hammerstein insists that it’s 
either the Lane or not at all. Show 
is expected here some time late in 
the summer. 


NEW LINNIT-DUNFEE 





PLAY CLICKS IN LONDON 


London, Feb. 11. 

Preeming at the Vaudeville thea- 
tre last Wednesday (5), with its en- 
tire cast brought from the Dublin 
Gate theatre by Linnit & Dunfee, 
“Till Met by Moonlight,” was well re- 
ceived, and a moderate run appears 
likely despite its controversial theme. 

“She Wanted a Cream Front Door,” 
presented by the new producing 
company of Blanche Littler and Hu- 
bert Woodward, opened at the Apol- 
Jo Thursday (6), with Robertson Hare 
and Peter Haddon starred. Back 
from six yeers in the service, latter 
is well suited to the play's farcical 
situations. “Door,” which won a 
cordial reception, needs tightening. 
Miss Littler is a sister of producers 
Prince and Emile Littler. Valo. 


Loew’s Gets 5 Houses 
In Europe, 1 in Aussie 


Loew's International has acquired 
five more theatres in Europe and 
one in Australia, bringing the com- 
pany’s total of deluxe foreign show- 
cases to 42. New acquisitions include 
the Plaza in Toulouse, France: the 
Forum, Liege, Belgium; the Scala, 
Antwerp; Rialto, Geneva; Capitole, 
Lausanne, Switzerland, and Regal, 
Sydney, Australia. 

Both the Forum and Plaza were 
Metro houses before the war. Forum | 
and the Scala were damaged during | 
hostilities and have been remodeled | 
and refurnished, with the Scala | 
slated to be renamed the Metro. i 





7 
gs 


Austrian Radio Works 
On the Point System 


Vienna, Feb. 4. 
Austria’s broadcasting system was 
almost strangled in a maze of red 
tape recently but was saved, believe 


it or not, by a football game in| 


Prague. 
Faced with a shortage of phono- 
graph needles, which threatened to 


‘tai S i rams (tran-; : 
curtail most of its programs | In endeavoring to develop a set- 


scribed), the state-owned radio 
system had to fill out 21 forms for 
permission to buy some in Switzer- 
land. Swiss company replied it 
needed an export permit from its 
own government and requested_af- 
fidavits of necessity. Meanwhile, 
permits from the Austrian National 
Bank to use $2.50 in currency fer 
the purchase had expired. 


A sports commentator who ac- | 


companied an Austrian football team | 
to Prague for an international match | 


walked into a shop there, bought the 


needles, brought them back 
Vienna and saved the day. 


Expect Holland 
Anglo-U.S. Push 
For Pic Theatres 


Amsterdam, Feb. 3. 

Well-informed circles in the 
Netherlahds are expecting a battle 
between English and American 
groups which are trying to get some 
vital Dutch theatres. Preliminaries 
are going on in silence and mystery, 
and there is only patrol-scouting at 
the moment, 

Both parties are concealifig their 
goals, along with the identities of 
those behind the whole affair, but 
it’s taken for granted, that J. Arthur 
Rank represents the English side of 
the efforts. The name of Frits 
Strengholt, former Metro exec in 
western Europe, now independent 
film distributor of American and 
French pictures and head of an im- 
portant theatre concern, is men- 
tion in this cause. 

Purchasing Dutch pic theatres will 
not be an easy job, as the Dutch 
Bioscoop Bond must okay all trans- 
formations in the theatre-ownership 
and, furthermore, the governmental 
influence on the Bond is an im- 
portant factor these days. The big 
difficulties, which arose some 
months ago, when an American- 
Dutch group bought the big Ufa 
house in The Hague, (Asta theatre) 
gave a foretaste of things to come. 

There are also rumors—but purely 
rumors—that the Rank concern is 
interested in production of English 
pictures in Holland. A new plant, in 
the middle of the country, near the 
village of Rhenen (some miles from 
Arnhem), would be erected with 
| English and Dutch capital. 


Film Tickets Latest 
Cairo Black Market Biz 


Cairo, Feb. 4. 

Newest Egyptian black market has 
been started with motion picture 
theatre tickets the object of pur- 
chase. With demand for U. S. films 
at a new high, Cairo police are busy 
hunting down scalpers who have 
bought large blocks of tickets and 
are peddling them at two and three 
times their face value. 

One of biggest complaints was 
that registered by the Diana thea- 
tre, where “Notorious” has been 
playing. Film broke the house rec- 
ord during its first three weeks, 
with extra performances scheduled. 
Black marketeers have been 
squelched by roving police squads. 


Irish Thesps’ Theatre 


Dublin, Feb. 6. 
Because of the high cost of build- 
ing materials and labor, members of 
the College Players became a tem- 




















into a theatre. 


Work is now complete and Limer- | 
ick Playhouse opens soon in Walter | 


Macken’s “Mungo’s Mansions,” pro- 


to | 


porary construction gang to trans- | 
form an old building in Limerick | 


KORDA’S P.A. IN U.S. TO 
LEARN YANK BALLYHOO 


Aiming to develop American type 
publicity and exploitation for his 
films, Sir Alexander Korda is send- 
ing his new flack chief to the U.S. 
next week for an_ indoctrination 


course. Publicity man is Leslie 
Mitchell, widely known British 
Broadcasting Corp. commentator 


'during the war. He arrives in New 
York next Tuesday (18). 
Arrangements are being made by 
Korda’s American rep, Morris Hel- 
prin, to have Mitchell go through 
| the publicity mill in detail in several 
| Hollywood studios, after which he 





| will return to New York in spend 


| time in each of the h.o. publicity- 


|exploitation departments. Whole 
|look-see is expected to take about 
| six weeks. 


|up in England which would provide 
American publications with Holly- 
wood-type publicity, Korda original- 
ly aimed to import a U.S. flack as 
consultant. British government ob- 
jected, however, maintaining only 
“skilled workers, of a type who 
couldn’t be trained in England,” 
would be admitted. Thus Mitchell's 
| trip here. 


2-67, Stash In 


French Taxes 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

In cutting amusement taxes, the 
Government has worked out an in- 
tricately scaled relief measure lop- 
ping admission bites an average of 
2% on legit shows and »% on pic- 
tures. : 

French showmen deem these re- 
ductions as insufficient considering 
an impending repetition of former 
president Leon Blum’s January 
ukase, which deflated all French 
prices 5% including admissions. 


LABOR-MGT. PLAY HAS 
GOOD CHANCE IN PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
With a timely and controversial 
theme, that of management and labor 
relations, Bernard Charles Miel’s 
initial play, “Termitiere” (“Anthill’), 
opened at the Antoine, Friday (7). 
Nicely produced by Simone Berriau, 

it’s worthy of public consideration. 
Aime Clarion stars in an imper- 
|sonation of a self-made auto tycoon 
who partners with two of his sons. 
One offspring is a hardboiled in- 
dustrialist while the other is a 
humanitarian who vainly attempts 
to win the cooperation of labor. 
One scene shows union delegates 
meeting their bosses. A _ colorless 
stenog has the only femme part. 

Maxi. 


Current London Shows - 


London, Feb. 11. 
“Anthony-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Bern Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 

“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 

“Follew The Girls,” Majesty’s. 
“Feels Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“High Time,” Palladium. 

“Ill Met by Moonlight,” Vaudeville. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. 
| “Mother Goose,” Casino. 

“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. 
“Ne Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchanee to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 

“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Red Riding Hood,” Adelphi. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo, 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 
“Shep Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Smith en Arcady,” Embassy. 
“Seng of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 

| “Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 

“Wizard of Ox,” Saville. 

| “Werm’s View,” Whitehall. 























Tells of How Top 
Spanish Lingoers 
Gross Big With Latinos 


Top-bracket Spanish-language pix 
are currently grossing as high as 
$1,000,000 and more in Spain and 
Latin American countries, while the 
average film is corraling from $400,- 
000 to $800,000. That's the estimate 
of Miguel Contreras Torres, leading 
Mexican film producer, who sailed 
from N. Y. this week for Britain to 
line up a studio for an English ver- 
sion of the “Life of Cortez.” Torres 
also is working on a Castillian rep- 
lica of “Cortez” to be completed in 
Spain with seven months of lensing 
in Mexico on the film behind him. 

Torres indicated that Mexican 
producers worked on a sizeable mar- 
gin of profit despite “stiff opposition” 
from American pix. Average produc- 
tion nut per pic was $200,000 to 
$250,000 during 1946 in the studios 
south of the border, while the pro- 
ducers’ take on rentals was 50%, or 
around $350,000 to $400,000. 

Competition from Yank films in 
the Latino market is forcing the 
Mex film-makers to up their budgets 
to over $350,000 in 1947 for each film, 
Torres declared. Hollywood's trend 
away from “Bs” is being parroted 
by the Mexicans who've scaled down 
their last year's total production of 
83 pix to a round 50 for the current 
year. “It’s a tough fight to make 
headway against American films 
which will continue to be highly 
popular in South America. To do so 
we find we have to make more ex- 
pensive and better films,” Torres 
said. 


Loew's to Put Up 

Com for Next Pic 

By ‘Chance Prod. 

Loew's International will partici- 
pate financially in the next film of 
Swiss producer Lazar Wechsler, who. 
turned out “The Last Chance.” Latter 
was released in the U. S. last year 
by Metro as one of the*foreign pix 
imported for domestic distribution 
by the company’s reprints and im- 
portations division. 

Loew's execs declined to state how 
much money they had put into the 
picture or whether they had al- 
ready agreed to handle its release 
in the U. S. Latter is believed al- 
most a foregone conclusion, however, 


with the company’s financial interest 
in it. 

Loew's this week also announced 
the purchase of two more foreign 
films for distribution, including the 
British-made “Piccadilly Incident” 
and the Argentine-made “Donde 








Mueren Las Palabras” (“When 
Words Fail’). “Incident,” produced 
by Herbert Wilcox, will be released 
by Metro only in the U. S. and 
Canada, while “Palabras” will be 
distributed throughout the world. 

“Palabras” was recently praised 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, and Hugo 
Fregonese, its director, was inked 
to a longterm contract by Metro. 
Story is the study of backstage life 
and involves the use of ballet and 
puppetry against a symphonic music 
background. Film was produced by 
Associated Artists Studios of Buenos 
Aires. 





S.F. Houses Bought By 
Rosener and Ackerman 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Herbert Rosener, operator of six 
film theatres on the West Coast, ac- 
quired an interest in two more, the 
Nob Hill and Stage Door, in San 
Francisco, in association with Irving 
Ackerman. 


Clay and Larkin in San Francisco 
and the Esquire, Studio, Sunset and 
Laurel in Los Angeles, all operating 
on foreign and unusual film policy. 


UA Ups Bekeris 


In a move to strengthen its Latin- 
American operations, United Artists 
has appointed a special supervisor 
for the southern tier of the con- 
tinent. Sam Bekeris, general man- 
ager in Argentina, has been named 
by Walter Gould, UA foreign man- 
ager, to supervise operations — in 
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bra- 
zil, Chile, Peru and Bolivia. 

Leon Nebel, assistant manager in 
Peru, has been upped to manager, 








replacing Victor Schochet, resigned. 


Other houses in the chain are the | 


Report Aussie — 
20% Curb On 
U.S. Pictures 


Sydney, Feb. 11, 

Report is circulating in industry 
circles here that the Australian goy. 
ernment may clamp a 20% restric. 
tion on the importation of U. s. films 
in a move to aid England in its press 
ent economic crisis by conserving 
dollar exchange. It’s understood 
that if dollars are to be conserved 
the only measure necessary to be 
passed would be a reintroduction of 
the wartime coin freeze. Amount 
of product coming into the territory 
isn't cutting into the save-dollar 
policy; it’s the money being exported 
that counts. 

It’s also been learned that the 
British government has asked the 
Chifley labor government here for 
cooperation on the present dollar 
crisis, which would lend credence 
to the report. Australian film top- 
pers are expected to huddle with 
governmental officials, pointing out 
that U. S. films are the mainstay of 
local filmeries, despite top product 
now coming in from England. It's 
believed that the government is not 
keen on cutting down entertainment 
for the masses via an import curb, 
Freeze on export of money, conse- 
quently, is considered more probable, 





No Word in New York 

U. S. foreign sales chiefs report 
they’ve heard nothing yet from their 
field men in Australia about a 20% 
curb and are therefore prone to dis- 
count the report, believing the im- 
portance of such a step would bring 
an immediate cable from Australia. 

At present, they point out. there 
are no restrictions of any kind in 
Australia, either as to the number 
of films that can be imported or the 
amount of money that can be taken 
out of the country. Government has 
set up a quota playing-time ruling 
and established high tariff, duties on 
the importation of American product, 
but if companies are willing to pay 
the tariff, they can send as many 
films into Australia as they choose. 


Arthur Lesser’s Roster . 
Of French Name Imports 


Arthur Lesser, who had Lucienne 
Boyer opening Monday (10) at Cafe 
Society Uptewn, N. Y., and has 


Maurice Chevalier sailing from 
Paris, Feb. 28, has lined up several 
other French artists for U. S. dates. 


Chevalier’s U. S. return will be 
marked with a $25 and $50 gala for 
American Aid for France, March 9, 
at the Broadway theatre, in which 
he'll concertize, probably the Bilt- 
more, which is being discussed with 
the Shuberts. He has nixed a $15,000 
weekly bid from a Miami Beach 
nitery, preferring to tour as a solo 
attraction ‘in legit houses. 


Lesser’s other French imports and 
probable dates are: Vivian Romance, 
due Aug. 15; Danielle Darrieux, be- 
ing set for a Hollywood film Sept. 
15; the Ballet de Champs-Elysees 
(in association with Jack Hylton), 
due to open in Boston or Philadel- 
phia next month under Michael 
Todd’s auspices Jacques (Pils & 
Tabet), husband of Miss Boyer and 
a songsmith-pianist, who will essay 
solo work and Edith Piaff, French 
nitery draw, committed to Clifford 
C. Fischer but engaged in a legal 
wrangle which may segue her to 
Lesser's aegis. Mado Robin, 26- 
year-old opera singer, w.k. on the 
French radio, is also in his stable. 
In all ventures he’s associated with 
Walter Bachelor. 


Bi-Linguals as Aid 
To Product Shortage 


Subsequent runs plagued by ® 
product shortage may well find & 
solution in bi-langual films, Irv 
Shapiro, head of World Wide Film 
Corp., opines. Distributor of the 
first Italian-English dialog “Yank 10 
Rome,” current at the Squire, N. Y+ 
he declared such films would un- 
doubtedly open up new playing out- 
lets which hitherto have been uP- 
tapped by foreign pictures. 

Shapiro, who returned from 4 S€V~ 
eral-month European junket last 
Christmas, inked a deal with the Lux 
Film Studios, Rome, producers © 
“Yank,” calling for World Wide to 











distribute other bi-lingual pictures. 
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with 
As predicted by Collier's, Time and 
many other publications and writers, 
M-G-M’s uniquely told murder myss 
tery is a smash hit! Capitol, N. Y% 

World, Premiere| beats the biggest 

attractions in months. Sure-fire! 
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Northwest Sees No New Theatres, 
But Other Keys Further Bldg. Plans 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

The word has gone out to the trade 
here that it might as well forget 
about building new theatres until | 
1948. A number of showhouses have 
been advised by architects and! 
builders to defer the construction 
for anothér year because of prohibi- 
and materials shortages | 


tive costs 


as well as federal restrictions, ac- 


cording to advices reaching the local 
Film Row. A few new 


cluding one just opened at Hibbing, 


theatres, 1n- 


Minn., and several being built in the 
Twin Cities and vicinity, were| 
started before the Federal restric- 
tions went into effect, it’s pointed 
out. : 

This differs considerably from 


building plans and new theatres in| 
other keys. 

New Ceast Film Houses 

Los Angeles. 

With James Haynes as manager, 

the new 

Lankershim, will open tomorrow | 

{Wed.) in San Fernando Valley with | 

“Two Years Before the Mast.” The- | 


atre will play-dae with the same | 
company’s Meralta in Culver City. | 
Meanwhile. Charles Caballero 


opened his new Drive-In theatre on 
Highway 99 near Colton. 


Montreal’s Building Splurge 
Montreal. 


Splurge of theatre building and 
renovations is evidenced in plans 
revealed during the past week for 
the district. Activity points up likely 
loosening up in _ non-too-distant 
future of building materials. Fol- 
lowing are intended building or 
where building has already started: 

LaSalle Amusements of suburban 
Ville LaSalle has announced in- 
tended erection of 800-seater, the 
LaSalle. 

Plans being readied for reconstruc- 
tion of the Palace, at nearby Granby, 
Quebec, at estimated cost of $100,- 
000. House, owned by Romeo Robert, 
gutted by fire last year. 

Princess in Montreal, operated by 

















OUTDOOR 


PT nc ciatizing 
MST Tae  Resreshment 
RLATatiaTe Concessions for 


over 14 Century DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


SPORTSERVICE, inc. sacons axos. 
[HURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N. Y. 






















Consolidated Theatre. will have new 


front costing $50,000. 

New house being put up by 
Georges Marceau in Rimouski, Que., 
mining area, to cost estimated $75,- 
000. 

Excavation for Hollywood Amuse- 
meni Corp.’s $115,000 Montreal the- 
atre has started. 


Taylor’s 630-Seater 
H. Ford Taylor started construc- 
1 a new 630-seater in Ballinger 
replace his Ritz, destroyed 


tion ¢ 
Texas, to 
by fire. 


. 


N.O.’s New Deluxer Opens 
New Orleans. 
The Joy. first large first-run film 
house to be erected on Cana! sireet, 
city’s main stem, in 20 years, opened 
its doors Friday (7). The $275,000 
theatre seats 1.250 and is located | 
across the street from Loew’s State | 
and the Saenger. 
Owner and operator of the new | 


|house is Delta Theatres, Inc., with | ment and suspenseful plus beautiful 


Joy N. Houck as president; C. E. | 


ayne | Hilgers, vice-president; Levere C. | laden. The story and production pat- 
Isley-Griffith house, the: yontgomery, secretary. and Ernest/tern of “Angel” gives it flexibility 


A. MacKenna, treasurer. Zatter also 
manager of Joy Theatres, operates 
over 60 houses in the southeast, as 
far west as Dallas. 

Dan Duryea, Universal-Interna- 
tional actor, made personal appear- 
ances at preview for press and for 


‘following three days. 
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New 1,100-Seater 


Plans were filed in New York last 
week by Samuel Strausberg’s Inter- 
boro circuit for a 1,100-seater to be | 
erected in Laurelton, L. I., at a cost 
in excess of $350,000. 

With 800 seats on the first floor, it | 
will have a 300-seat balcony. Build- | 
ing, designed by architect Samuel 
Malkind, will have stores on the 
street front and a parking lot in the 
rear. 








New Philly Drive-In 
Philadelphia. | 
New drive-in theatre is planned | 
for the Philadelphia area by July 1, | 
following purchase last week of a | 
15-acre tract by Neil Hellman on 
Rout No. 1 to be owned jointly b 
Hellman and Fabian interests. Bot 
already own three other auto pix | 
houses, two of them in the area serv- 
ing Albany, Troy and Schenectady, 
and the other in Binghamton. 


Sparrow Flies Up 
Memphis. | 
Allen Sparrow, former Loew's di- | 





vision manager in Colurnbus, named | 


southern division manager with | 








New York Theatres 











Dane Clarke © Martha Vickers 


Sydney Greenstreet 
in Warner Bros. Hit 


“That Way With Women" 


with 
@ CRAIG STEVINS 
Person 
Claude Thornhill 
and His Orchestra 
Special Attraction Direct from 
Hollyw 


Martha Vickers © Alan Hale 
Aron srreeer 9 TRAND 


ALAN HALE 





_ _ JOAN JOH 
CRAWFORD * GARFIELD 


in the New Warner Achievement 


“HUMORESQUE” 


with 


OSCAR LEVANT 

J. CARROL NASH 
Directed by Jean Negulesco 
Preduced by Jerry Wald 


Slt Stree HOLLYWOOD 



































Betty GRABLE Dick HAYMES 


“THE SHOCKING MISS PILGRIM” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
Plus on Stage—PETER LORRE 
Gil LAMB @o@ Extra! EVELYN KNIGHT 


ROX 7th Ave. & 


50th S#. 








DARAMOUNT 


MIDNIGHT FEATURE 
NIGHTiY 





‘THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR' 
N. Y. Film Critics 


The BEST Years- 
of Our Lives 
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DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 


MAUREEN OHARA - WALTER SLEZAK 
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“CALIFORNIA”’ 


In Technicolor 
A Paramount Picture Starring 
Ray MILLAND, Barbara STANWYCK 
Barry FITZGERALD 


George Couleuris, Albert Dekker, 
Anthony Quinn, Frank Faylen 


RIVOLI Bway and 49th St. 

Doors Open 9:30 A. M. 

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL. 
Rockefeller Center 


“THE YEARLING” 
GREGORY PECK © JANE WYMAN? 
CLAUDE JARMAN, JR. 


in Technicolor © An M-G-M Picture, 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION ¢ 


With 

















ROBT. MONTGOMERY 


in M-G- M's New and Different 


ORCHES ra, 
LADY ™ THE LAKE / Se spe 


AUDREY TOTTER - LLOYD NOLAN 





| He’ 


| maxes 


| theatre, Everton, Mo., which he re- 


| Tom Powers, Paul Hurst, John Hal- 





headquarters in Atlanta, taking over | 
from W. A. Finney, retiring because | 


of ill health. 





New K. C. Manager 

Kansas City. | 

Howard C. Burkhardt is the new | 
manager for Loew’s at the Midland. 
came in from Loew’s State. 
Cleveland, to take over post vacated 
by Russell Bovim. Bovim moves to | 
St. Louis, where he will be city | 
manager for Loew’s, handling the 
State and Orpheum theatres there. 
His jump to city managershio cli- 
23 years of service with 


Loew's. 
C. A. Meeker has closed the Roxy 


cently purchased from Elmer Spar- 
gur, for repairs and remodelling. 

Jamestown, Kans., exhibitor, H. N. 
Stainbrook, has changed the name of 
his theatre to the Nelson. 











| Film Reviews | 


~~ Continued from page 14 


Angel and the Badman 


true formulas of lusty action. There 
are chases, high pitches of excite- 











love scenes. Climax is suspense- 


for labeling. Picture can be called 
a western, a drama, a melodrama, | 
or a love story and will satisfy the 
varied fans of each thoroughly. 
Wayne does his best job since 
“Stagecoach” as the gunman. Gail 
Russell has never been seen to better 
advantage as the frank and honest 
Quaker girl who falls in love and 
actually pursues the gunman. Role 
is played with an intelligent inter-.| 
pretation of the attraction between 
the sexes. It should advance her 
career measurably. Harry Carey is 
another who turns in a performance 
gem. He makes his sheriff role a 
stout contributor to the general worth 
of this feature. Bruce Cabot is an- 


other “in character” badman who 
clicks. Attention to characterization 
also is the strong point of roles 


played by Irene Rich, Lee Dixon, 


loran, Olin Howlin, Stephen Grant, 
Joan Barton and others. Much credit 
for the writing and delineations 
achieved goes to Grant in his dual 
function as writer-director. 





| $9,000. 
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KANSAS CITY 


“Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO). 

smash opening, but tapered some 
with tough weekend weather. $14,- 
000 nice enough to earn holdover. 
Last week, “Never Say Goodbye 


(WB) and “Shadow of a Woman” | 


(WB) dualled for so-so $10,000. 
(2,100; 45-65) 


Tower (Fox-Joffee) 

—‘Heldorado” (Rep) and “Lone | 
| Wolf in Mexico” (Col) with vaude. 
| Slow $8,000. Last week, “Sweet- 
heart of Sigma Chi” (Mono) and 
“Renegade Girl’ (SG) also slow, 


| $7,500. 


RECKONING,’ DUALED, 
TOPS L’VILLE AT 166 


Louisville, Feb. 11. 

Temperatures hovering near zero 
and biting winds are hurting down- 
town houses. Town seldom has 
weather as severely cald as the cur- 
rent spell, and film houses as _ well 
as department stores feel the slump 
in biz: 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000; 
40-60)—“‘San Quentin” (RKO) and 
“Dick Tracy vs. Cueball’ 
(moveover ). Low = $2,200. 
week, “Notorious” (RKO) (3d 
fair $3,500 on m.o. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘“‘Undercurrent” (M-G) and 
Ace” (UA). -Medium $3,100. Last 
week, “Two Years Before Mast” 
(Par) and “Angel on My Shoulder” 
(UA), average $3,200. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60) — “Humoresque” (WB) (2d 
wk). Doing well enough, everything 
considered, likely $7,000. Last week 
copped sock $11,000 on eight days. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—‘“‘Her Sister’s Secret” (PRC) and 
“Slightly Scandalous” (U). Mild 
Last week, “Swell Guy” 
(U-I) and “Flight to Nowhere” 
(PRC), fine $12,000, 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60 )—“‘Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk). 
Still topping town with critics and 


Last 
wk), 


holding to steady $15,000. Last week 
rousing $22,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 





Film has been given production 
design by Ernst Fegte that makes for 
a natural background. Archie J. 
Stout’s camera takes full advantages 
of the wide-open western scenery 
and other production dress. Music 
score by Richard Hageman is of mood 
importance. Film has one tune, “A 


non and Walter Kent, which Joan 
| Barton sings in saloon sequence. 
Brog. 


Vigilantes of Boomtown 
Hollywood, Feb. 7. 


Republic release of Sidney Picker produc- 
tion. Stars Allan Lane; features Bobby 
Blake, Martha Wentworth, Roscoe Karns, 

| Roy Barcroft, Peggy Stew@rt, George Tur- 
ner. Director R. G. Springsteen. Original 


| screenplay, Earle Snell, based on Fred Har- | 


j}man’s NEA cartoon ‘‘Red Ryder’ strip; 


camera, Alfred Keller; editor, William P. 
Thompson. Previewed Feb. 7, °47. Run- 
ning time, 56 MINS. 

ee, MT rich 0204 davéecteesed Allan Lane 
EMMRDO TOOTS cece cgccosesesvace Bobby Blake 
| The Duchess............Martha Wentworth 
| Delaney TTTEL CTT LTT irre Roscoe Karns 
PN, dnwbes éboedeen tees épald Roy Barcroft 
PN MUOU OP viccccctcetctsets Peggy Stewart 
oo a a ee George Turner 


e 
Sparring Partner No. 1..Eddie Lou Simms 





BU dis 6648610 000.0606 .George Chesebro 
Sparring Partner No. 2.......Bobby Barber 
a «06 0d sbe wees 40009400 o George Lloyd 
ET PPT eT eee 4:Ted Adams 
Boh Fitzsimnmoms......... .-. John Dehnei 
WITS 4 ¥és-4dn dd 0006060606 Earle Hodgins 
CNIA+ b de epebes ooeeeseoens Harlan Briggs 
DUN 46-960000%66000004000 80 Budd Buster 
EN ee ee eer ee Jack O'Shea 





Republic has tossed just about 
everything into “Vigilantes of Boom- 
town.” Latest entry in the Red Ry- 
der series of oaters measures up for 
the juvenile trade, giving kiddies les- 
sons not only in usual six-gun twirl- 
ing and riding but in fisticuffs. 

Production by Sidney Picker is 
standard, as is R. G. Springsteen’s 
direction, but both serve their pur- 


*|pose in keeping things on the move 


for 56 minutes. Plot is laid in early- 
day Nevada at the time of the Fitz- 
simmons-Corbett championship fight 
at Carson City. Earle Snell’s script 
features a number of inaccuracies 
but the kiddies won’t mind. 

Allan Lane is Red Ryder and is 
called upon to match wits and guns 
with gang of baddies who are in town 
to rob the bank while the prize fight 
is underway. His upholding of law 
and order is not easy, as Peggy Stew- 
art, fiery heroine, does everything 
she can to prevent the championship 
match. These actions keep Red in 
hot water, climaxed by his being 
kidnapped by Miss Stewart's hench- 
men, who mistake him for Corbett. 


money. 

Bobby Blake is Little Beaver. 
Martha Wentworth does the Duchess. 
Skullduggery is headed up by Roy 
Barcroft. 
|by his characterization of Corbett, 
j}and Roscoe Karns gets in some com- 
}edy licks as the fighter’s manager. 
| Alfred Keller’s lensing is good and 
| editing by William P. Thompson con- 
| cise, Brog. 





Ryder escapes in time to shoot it out | 
with th eoutlaws and save the town’s | 


George Turner does well | 


“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Ciga- 
fette Girl” (Col). Top draw among 
the new product, good $16,000. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk), 
virile $18,000. 

| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
| 40-60)—“Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (Par). Off to 


| Last week, “San Quentin” (RKO) 
; and “Dick Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO), 
solid $7,500. 


‘Bliz Blitzes Cleve.; 


| 


| ‘Life, ‘Heart, ‘Jolson’ OK 


Cleveland, Feb. 11. 


| Relentless blizzard that slowed 
down street traffic.for a solid week 
is nipping all biz. Several concert 
| impresarios are going in the red, 
' sports events are drawing only hand- 
| fuls and key pic stands aren’, doing 
well, 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70) — 
“Beast With Five Fingers” (U). 
| Last-minute booking and just aver- 
age $12,000. Last week, “Magnificent 
Doll” (20th) $10,000, not hot enough 
for h.o. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)—“13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th). Shiftover 
Okay at $3,800 for six days. Last 
week, “Razor’s Edge” (20th) (m.o.) 
(6th wk.), smart $4,000 for eight 


days. 
(3,700; 55-70) — 





Hipp (Warners) 
“Jolson Story” (WB). Second canto 
potent at $15,000, following bright 
$25,000 for last week. 

Lower Mall (Greenberger) (524; 
$1.25-$2.50) — “Henry V” (Theatre 
Guild). Seventh stanza slipping a 
bit, $7,000, considering last week 
brought excellent $8,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70) — 
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erate $5,000 for second round. Last 
| week,- “Secret Heart” (M-G) weak 
| $6,800. 


| Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)—“It's 
Wonderful Life” (Col). Despite two 
previous postponements, going sockg 
for $25,000 and a h.c. Last week 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (24 wk)’ 
| fairly satisfactory $16,000. . 
State (€Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Cross My Heart” (Par). Not too 
| exciting at $12,000. Last week, “Blue 





Skies” (M-G) (2d wk), excellent 
$21,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700: 55-70). 
“Blue Skies” (M-G) (m.o.). Swing. 
ing high, $8,500, on third downtown 
| week, Last week, “Wicked Lady” 


‘Henry’ $9,000, On 
Way to Denver Record 


Denver, Feb. 1] 
“Henry V,” roadshowing at the 
Esquire, is heading towards a new 
house record, and holds. “Wonderful 
Life,” with “Boston Blackie and the 


(Par) under expectations, $11.000. 


Law,” are strong in their second 
week at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 


“Humoresque” (WB), after week at 
| each, the Denver, Esquire, Webber. 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Strange 
Woman” (UA) and “Trap” (Mono) 
(m.o.), fine $6,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
| “Cross My Heart” (Par), 2d week, 
| Fair $7,500. Last week, nice $11,500, 
| Demver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
| 
| 


“Magnificent Doll” (U).and “Gentle. 
man Joe Palooka” (Mono), day-date 
| with the Webber. Good $14,000. Last 
| week, “Humoresque” (WB) and 
| “Renegade Girl” (SG), same as 
| Esquire, Webber, good $15,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA), roadshow. Record 
$9,000. Last week, “Humoresque” 
(WB) and “Renegade Girl” (SG) 
same as Denver, Webber, good 
| $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“It’s a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and 
“Boston Blackie and the Law” (Col) 
(2d wk). Big $17,000. Last week, big 
$20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) — 
“The Chase” (UA) and “Devil on 
Wheels” (PRC). Good $10,000. Last 
week, “Verdict” (WB) and “Riding 
the California Trail” (Mono), nice 
$11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘“Strange 
| Woman” (UA) and “Trap” (Mono), 
| after week at each, the Denver, 
Esquire, Webber, Aladdin. Good $4,- 





Little Bit Different,” by Kim Gan- | slow start, but perking to oke $6,000. | 500. Last week, “Shocking Miss Pil- 


grim” (20th) and “Dangerous Mile 
lions” (20th) (m.o.), fair $4,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘“Mag- 
| nificent Doll” (U) and “Gentleman 
| Joe Palooka” (Mono), day-date with 
| the Denver. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
| ‘Humoresque” (WB) and “Renegade 
| Girl” (SG), same as Denver, Esquire, 
| g00d° $4,000. 
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THERE'S ONLY ONE 





MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT ¢ 40th to 4st Sts. 
Reservations Invited e Walter Jacobs 




















* DEALERS! ORDER NOW! QUICK DELIVERY! 


FIREWORKS! 


Big Holiday “rade! 


No. 8 SPARKLERS: ‘ 
Eight to a box. Per Gross Boxes . . $6.05 


ROLL REPEATER CAPS: 


on roll, 5 rolls in a box. 


Per Gross Boxes .......... $4.80 
CHINESE FIRECRACKERS: 


1280 to bundle)—per Bundle $6.00 
1600 to bundle)—per Bundle $7.50 


Write Today for Complete Price Lists 


| 4 a>e) ACME SALES CO., Inc. 


Dept. V—Box 53, Station D, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Announcements each of the past three weeks by United Artists that 
“strange Woman” was going to open at the Globe, N. Y., at the end of the 
tive week, has RKO and Ted O’Shea, sales manager of Liberty 
iIms, plenty burned. Liberty’s “It’s a Wonderful Life” (RKO) is cur- 
rently in the house and there has been no decision to pull it yet. Pic is 
in under a highly unusual contract that doesn't set a holdover figure, but 
calls for a minimum rental for the house and provides that the film shall 
stay as long as in RKO’s opinion it is worth holding. It’s a unique sort of 
epee agreement between Liberty-RKO and Harry Brandt, operator of 
e Globe. 


UA has “Strange Woman” (Stromberg) booked into the house next, fol- 
lowed by “Red House” (Lesser) and is naturally anxious for “Life” to be 





pulled as soon as possible. UA’s announcements of “Woman's” impending | 
openings are said to be based on word from Brandt hdqs. A Brandt spokes- 
man said this week, however, that “Life’’ wasn’t likely to come out until | 


after the Washington’s birthday holiday, while O’Shea maintains the end | 


isn’t even yet in sight. 


Inside story on Metro’s “Beginning or the End,” story of the atom bomb. 
was revealed this week on the eve of the picture’s preem in Washington, 


D. C. The original idea for the picture came from the high school teacher | 


of Donna Reed, back in Denison, Ia., who realized the implications of the 
A-bomb when news broke about the first bomb dropped on Hiroshima. 
Teacher immediately wrote Miss Reed her idea that it would make a good 
picture. 

Miss Reed took the idea to Tony Owen, her husband-agent, who picked it 
up from there to suggest it to Louis B. Mayer, Metro production chief. 
Owen also suggested to Mayer that Sam Marx, another of his clients, pro- 


duce the film. Owen and Marx then laid the groundwork by contracting | 


the scientists at Oak Ridge and huddling with President Truman before 
assigning the screenplay to Bob Considine. Owen is understood to have 
received a hefty piece of coin from Metro for instituting the film. [What 
about the schoolteacher?—Ed.] 


Deal for the Astor hotel, N. Y., which continues in negotiation, is siatens | 


stood to be a three-way affair, with Metro, Walter Reade and the Shuberts 
participating in the ownership of the theatres and office building which 
would be erected on the site. It’s understood that premature publicity 
came near to upsetting the deal. 


Four legit theatres are said to be included in the site back of the Astor 


| 


| 


Rodgers Sees No Dip 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Following Metro’s sales meet 
here, William F. Rodgers, veepee 
and general sales manager for 
the company, denounced the 
opinions of those men in the in- 
dustry who claim that theatre 
attendance is dropping below 
that of last year but is not ap- 
parent in the grosses because of 
increased admission prices. His 
statement is the result of discus- 
sions with his salesmen all over 
the country. 

Further information from the 
sales meet is that Metro’s ex- 
perimental system for selling 
films under the competitive bid- 
ding ruling is turning out to be 
not only less of the tremendous 
problem it was at first consid- 
ered but actually a satisfactory 
system for all concerned. 





British Dickering for Russe-Owned 
German-Perfected Color (AGFA) 





Cinecolor Sued for 4506 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Cinecolor Corp. is defendant in 
a $450,000 damage suit filed here by 
G. Brashears & Co., bond brokers, 
charging breach of contract. 

Brokerage firm charges Cinecolor 
with violating a contract by issuing 
115,000 stock through 
| another company, It declares it has 
{a pact to handle sales of all Cine- 
| color stock until July, 1947. 





shares of 














'B.0. IN NW CONTINUES 


SURPRISINGLY SOCKO 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Some of the branch managers here 
claim that film business is actually 
being helped by the curtailment .of 
entertainment purchasing power be- 
cause of reduced incomes and the 
drain of high living costs. 

Pointing out that theatre attend- 
ance has been holding up amazingly 
well and is still near the wartime 


peak, these branch managers declare | 


that a considerable element, that 
formerly frequented night clubs and 
theatre bars have deserted those 


Decree Selling 


Continued from page 7 




















|tem gradually to ultimately blanket 
| the domestic market. 

| Both M-G and 20th have had com- 
| petitive selling in scattered situa- 
| tions for some months. With “Razor’s 
Edge,” 20th has started the new tech- 
|nique on a national scale 
reported that resentment on the part 
|of other theatre-owning majors has 
flared up because 20th has sold away 
from affiliates in certain 
that 


spots 


there are threats of cross- 
| sniping. 
| With “The Yearling,” Metro has 


hotel which the project would take in. There are seven legiters alto- spots and turned to pix again for | initiated procedure under the decree 


gether in the 7th to 8th avenue block. Some or all of the four houses.| their ente 


rtainment. If they can’t 


which includes a number of tech- 


demolished would be replaced, presumably to continue under Shubert! afford the more expensive amuse- | nical requisites as to notice to exhibs 


management. 





RKO is using only Latin American actors for native roles in its forth- | business may be shot, but the movies |-product 


| 


ment, films are still well within their 
reach. Night club and theatre bar 


and written offers of terms by them. 
|M-G will follow through with all 
released after that top- 


coming production, “Tycoon.” Reason, explained by Stephen Ames, pro- | Still prosper, the film exchange heads | bracket pic, using the decree’s for- 
ducer, is that the picture is in Technicolor, under which it’s almost im-| assert. 
possible to disguise the palefaced players from the north. Many of the | 
players in “Tycoon” were signed at RKO’s Churubusco studios in Mexico | here optimistically predict that 1947 | mount must sell competitively even 
and imported to Hollywood. Others are Mexicans living in Los Angeles. | will be another big year for the 














Carol Reed 


Continued from page 9 











Continued from page 3 





| 

| Coin F 

| olin rreeze 
or his views when a producer is/| 
mulling what sort of film to make | 
next, Reed said. British film tycoon 
acts as a conduit for bankrolling the 
pic, furnishes much of the produc- 
tion equipment and handles distribu- 
tion but film-making itself is gen- 
erally the business of the producer 


ditional 10 years or even to move 
still further to prevent much dollar 
exchange from leaving the country 
for film rentals. 


this move. 


alone. His top producers are partners 
and associates rather than employees 
and usually have a sizeable percent- 
age interest in the films they make. 
Reed, for instance, has a cut in the 

rofits of “Odd Man Out,” the James 

ason starrer due for early release 
in the U. S. by Universal. 


an assured market for their product 
in this country and hence are will- 
ing to sacrifice part of their legisla- | 
tive protection. Incidentally, about 
84% of the American take remains | 


taxes, with only 16% making the 
journey across the ocean, 


is to have this continued for an ad- | 


Oddly enough the | 
British producers are not behind | 
They are interested in | 


| opens in a flock of new dates; “Duel | 


in Britain anyway in the form of | 


“American film circles overlook 
one very important factor when 
studying what makes the British 


France, Spain, Italy, Netherlands, 
Greece, Denmark and Norway, the 


In a number of instances, such as | 


producer tick,” Reed said. “In Eng- 
land, taxes are so high that a pro- 
ducer doesn’t concern himself nearly 
as much as his equivalent in Holly- 
wood on what a film will gross— 
once he’s assured, of course, that it 
won't lose money. The personal 
profit differences between a $2,000,- 
000 and $3,000,000 grosser is very 


countries have said to our State 
Dept. that they are financially em- 
barrassed and cannot set aside much 
money for pictures. In some cases, 
the countries are working on plans 
to prevent blocked film funds from 
accumulating. For example, 





the | 
French would like to fix a ceiling 
of $3,000,000 a year for two years on 
the amount of dollars they will ship | 


What’s more, the branch managers 


: .|movie houses—not far, if any, be- 
|hind the record-breaking 1946. 


not only because former filmgoers, 


agricultural and industrial condi- 
tions in the territory promise to con- 
tinue highly favorable, they say. 


Continued from page 3 = 























| plenty of aid from “Best Years of | 


which | 


Our Lives” (Goldwyn-RKO), 


in the Sun” (Selznick), which has | 
about 100 preems in the last few 
days of the month; “The Yearling” 
(M-G) and “Wonderful Life” (Lib- 
erty-RKO). 

January dip below the level of the 
previous January was the first time 


It’s formal 


mula for keeps. 


Since under the decree Para- 


that Par will employ the current in- 
competitive sales method 
with them now. While Paul Rai- 


- its own partner circuits, it’s likely 


‘who deserted for the more expen- | bourn, veepee for Par, predicted last 
j|sive fare, are returning to their old 
;}amusement haunts, but also because | partner houses, other company top- 


|week™the relinquishment of some 500 
| pers said no action would be taken 
|until the Supreme Court had made 


| its decision. Should the high court 


_|uphold partial divorcement, it would 


\be the duty of Par’s management to 
\the company stockholders to retain 
as many theatres as possible, it was 
| said, 


It’s been | 


and | 


Caught in a tightening pinch on 
color productions, the British film 
industry has hypoed the government 
into opening negotiations with the 
Russians in an effort to adapt the 
German-perfected AGFA process to 
British pic-making uses. Current 
aim of the British government, ac- 
cording to Clifford Jeapes, prez of 
the Laboratory Assn. of England, is 
to obtain ample supplies of AGFA 





rawstock from the Soviets to fur- 
(ther home experimentations with 
the ultimate use of the AGFA 
process along with Technicolor to 
| ease the shortage on tinted film 

As matters now stand, British 
capacity is limited to four Tech- 


nicolor films annually. Situation has 
; taken a serious turn because British 
| producers are currently plenty con- 
|cerned over the increasing number 
of tinted Yank importations. English 
| film industry sees no successful way 
|of competing with the American 
|color films unless it can boost the 
{number of its own tints to meet the 
| threat. 

| All labs 
equipment AGFA 
in the Russian-occupied sector of 
Germany, Jeapes Russian co- 
| Operation, therefore, is a prerequisite 
j}to successful adaptation of the 
| process to British needs. British in- 
|dustry has exhausted the limited 
supply of rawstock previously 
turned over to it by the Russians, ac- 
cording to Jeapes. 


Peculiarly enough, Jeapes_ said, 
the French have already obtained 
the AGFA process and it’s currently 
being used by the film industry in 


and other 


using 


processing 
are located 


said. 








that country. At least one French 
feature utilizing AGFA has been 
completed and others are in the 
works, 





Hearst Papers All-Out 
For ‘Father’ Film Tieups 


Monogram’s filmization of the 
comic strip “Bringing Up Father” is 
getting a hefty b.o. boost from the 
Hearst papers and King Features in 
every preem situation. Film’s most 
recent openings were in Chicago and 
Minneapolis, where the Herald- 


American and Star-Journal respec- 
tively gave it plenty of column space 
plus very favorable reviews, while 
a plug line runs every day above 
the strip itself. 

Working with the publicity tieups 
is the film’s producer Barney Gerard, 





Dallas Starts 
Dallas, Feb. 11. 
One of the top subjects in local 
film row is the competitive selling. 
Paramount has accepted a few bids 


and it’s understood some films have 

| been issued on this basis. Local 20th- 
Fox exchange has also received a 
number of bids. 


who left Saturday (8) for the Coast 
after making preems in the two 











since November, 1945, that oo, 
dropped noticeably under the com- | 








parable month of the preceding 
year. Every month of 1946 was big- 
ger than 1945 except October, when 
theatre income was about even. 


| Raftery-Sears 


Continued from page 7 








| hibition contracts garnered for a pic 
by UA are referred to the respective 
'producer’s eastern rep for final ap- 








little—consequently, the producer 
acts more on what he wan. to do 





here for films. Our distributors 

















rather than what the film will|could not pile up balances beyond 

make.” | that point. Once we got our $3,000,- 
British studios cannot compete | 000, we would not be entitled to ac- 

with Hollywood on musicals and the cumulate any more money in the 

Yank extravaganzas will continue COUtTies. 

to hold the lead spot with the British 

public, Reed opined. Switch in the 

public’s taste to British films on | | 

serious themes hasn’t dissipated the | Flop P ays 

terrific pull exerted by American Continued from page 3 Se 




















musicals which continue to gross 


heavy coin in the United Kingdom, | influenced and often for the worse. 


according to Reed. “We haven't the 
Songwriters, the hairdressers, the 
elaborate costumes or the studio 
facilities to turn out product which 
Can stand up against the best in 
American musical films,” he de- 
clared. 

Reed is in the U. S. on a two-week 
trip to work with U’s execs on re- 
leasing plans for “Odd Man Out.” 


He'll make a film for Sir Alex Korda | 


on his return to Britain and then 
heads westward again for a stint in 
Hollywood to direct “Portrait .in 
Black” for Jack Skirball-Bruce Man- 
ning unit at Universal-International. 





Film Pickets Fined 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Fines of $30 each were slapped on 
11 film unionists in Municipal Court 
after they had pleaded guilty to 
charges of illegal picketing in the 
Studio strike. 
Charges against 32 others, who 
pleaded not guilty were dismissed. 


Only change in this part of the 


is some assurance that the final ver- 
sion of the play will bear close re- 
semblance to the script on which 
they based the judgment by which 
their money went into it. Otherwise, 
they say, they’re buying the pro- 
verbial porker in a poke. 

| Flop out of town last week of “Wash- 
ington Square,” Oscar Serlin’s pro- 
duction of Augustus Goetz and Ruth 
| Goodman's play, brought the b.r-ers’ 
feelings to a boil. Although there 
was no film coin in the show, one 
'studio play editor who had been 
greatly interested in buying screen 
rights, pointed to it as a perfect rea- 
son for the investors’ beef. Script, 
lon the basis of which studio interest 
was drummed up, was topnotch, it 
was said. But when the play landed 
on the tryout stages, prior to Broad- 
way, instead of being a tragedy, it 
had a happy ending tacked on 


which, the play ed maintained, ut- | 


terly ruined it. 


| course, 


+ "9 4 y 
Rivoli’s ‘Duel 
Continued from page 6 


the house, company, of 
will listen to Selznick rea- 











without 


,son only for a limited engagement. 


agreement that the film angels want | 
'that house expires, Agnew would be 
‘obligated to play there. That would | 
‘suit him fine, of course, but wit 


Otherwise, “Duel” is figured strong 
enough to stay in the house for 
months on end. Agnew, former Par 
distribution chief, is figured to get 
at least a sympathetic ear from that 
quarter, on his request. 


If the Astor ‘should be available 


: ; ficult to tell which is the best bid 
E - | ’ 
before April 30, when the Selznick | with the exhi whe teens 12 08 


ding very likely to sue. 
/ borderline cases it may devolve on 


Goldwyn arrangements for use of 


Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives” 


‘doing about as well in its current | 


12th week as it did in its first, it’s 


‘thought impossible that the pic would 


drop below the $17,500 h.o. figure 
before that time. 


“Duel” is set to open in 102 en- 


-gagements in Texas and California 


starting Feb. 24. Added to Techni- 
color strike delay in getting Selznick 
prints, censorship cuts in the film 
set it back another two weeks, so it 
is expected that no more than the) 
exact number of copies needed will | 


| proval, as provided for in the releas- 
ling contracts. With competitive 
bidding, this right of contract ap- 
proval will become unimportant in 
many instances, but considerably 
more important in others. 


Where the competitive situation is 
‘such that there can be no doubt about 
'which is the best bid for a pic, the 
| producer’s rep will have no choice 
but to take the top offer. On the 
|other hand, it is anticipated that in 
/many cases it will be extremely dif- 


cities and New York. Gerard helped 
line up premiere gimmicks plus con- 
tests and entertainment for the pic- 
ture. 











Ballyhoo Hypo 


Continued from page 7 





to back the picture as best he can 
so that he can get enough money 
from it to earn a profit over his bid. 
And, according to the Metro execs, it 
will also be up to the exhib to con- 
vince the distributor that his house 
is best fitted to merit succeeding 
pictures. 

Under plans outlined to Metro di- 
visional sales managers in Chicago 
last week by William F. Rodgers, 
veepee over sales, the bidding sys- 
tem is to tee off with “Yearling,” 
which goes into general release early 
next month. Same system will be 


h | the producer’s rep to make the final 
| $64 decision. 


be available by the end of the month. 


“Duel” policy will be grind in all 
engagements with top of $1 in some 
spots and $1.50 in others, except 
New York, which probably will be 
$1.80. In some cases, tax will be 
addei to those figures, while in 
being sold on 60% terms. 


‘ consideration of a product deal. 


followed on “Beginning or the End” 
and “Sea of Grass,” next two pix 
on the Metro release roster, and will 
thenceforth be used for all M-G 
product. Unlike other companies, 
, which have been accepting bids 

A bad os could very conceiv-| Whenever offered from exhibs, Metro 
ably cost UA as well as the pro-| win follow exactly the formal sys- 
ducer plenty of coin in legal fees and | tem laid down in the decree, which 


ee eS eee . — isn’t to take legal effect until July 1. 
yesh rs : is expected to call re- 


ener rw ’s liabili --.| Rodgers 
termine where UA’s liability begins | gional sales meets, starting in N.Y. 
|late in April when he returns from 


and ends if it disagrees with a pro- 
ducer’s rep on which bid should be | his current trip to the Coast. Meets 
|will be held in each regional sales 


accepted. 

UA board met yesterday (Tues- territory, where Rodgers and his 
day) afternoon, with the agenda | homeoffice staff will outline to dis- 
topped by discussion on whether or | trict and branch managers the deci- 
not the company should join in an | sions made in Chicago and also iron 
appeal of the anti-trust decision. | 9yt any problems cropping up from 
Also on the slate was confirmation | the bidding system before that time, 
of the choice of Coast attorneys to Specially - constituted homeoffice 
represent the company in the dam- | committee will continue to decide on 
age suit brought against it by Selz- all bids until the regional meets, but 
nick. Attorneys are Freston & Files | the decisions may be decentralized 
and Jerry Geisler. ~ Final item was|to the local branch managers in 
April. 


In these 
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WCAU Jugsle Act Doesn't Amuse FCC, 
Bulletin Asks $1,000,000 for WPEN 





Washington, Feb. 11. 


FCC, which only last October 
Okayed the $6,000,000 transfer of 
WCAU, from the Levy Brothers to 
J. David Stern, now faces the un- 
happy task of acting on its transfer 
all over again. 


The 50kw, clear channel outlet is 
part of the package which the Philly 
Bulletin purchased from Stern, in 
addition to the Philadelphia Record 
and Camden Courier-Post. 


Bulletin, which also owns WPEN, 
Philadelphia local watter, already 
has that outlet on the auction block, 
asking a reported cool $1,000,000. 
This is the highest price ever asked 
for a station without network af- 
filiation. WCAU is one of the key 
stations of CBS. 


What embarrasses the commission 
fis that it okayed the transfer last 
fall without a hearing. Although the 
application for the new sale has not 
yet been filed, commission employees 
are already worried about whether 
the hearing should be asked this 
time. 

Commission is certainly in the 
position in which it must demand a 
separation of the overall sales price 
for the Stern package, to see how 
much is being paid for the station. 

The quick turnover in the station 
is causing some insiders at FCC to 
murmur that it looks almost like 
trafficking in frequencies and that 
maybe the commission Ought to con- 
duct a hearing this trip. 

Another angle is the announced 
probe of the deal by Justice Dept. 
anti-trust division. This is a search 
into the possible monopoly angles of 
the Bulletin swallowing up news- 
papers, and also a look-see into the 
Bulletin grabbing an additional 40,- 
000 to 50,000 tons of newsprint at 
a time when the item is scarce as 
diamonds. 

One odd wrinkle is that Leon and 
Ike Levy, who sold WCAU to Dave 
Stern, stayed on with the station di- 
recting its policies, and are continu- 
ing to stay on—at least for the time 
being—even under the Bulletin deal. 
As a matter of fact, Stern never put 
into effect any of the changes he said 
she would institute in the station. It 
remained just as the Levys had al- 
Ways operated it. 


Levers Dicker For 
Arthur Godfrey 


Negotiations were under way 
yesterday (Tues.) between ‘Young 
and Rubicam and CBS for Lever 
Bros.’ acquisition of the “Arthur 
Godfrey Talent Scout” show. With 
the Lipton Tea (Levers) “Vox Pop” 
contract terminating this spring, idea 
is to move the Godfrey show into the 
Tuesday at 9 p.m. segment currently 
occupied by “Vox Pop.” No con- 
tracts have been signed as yet, but 
as of yesterday the deal was hot. 

Deal would clinch CBS’ long-time 
effort to sell the Godfrey house- 
built package, which is currently 
heard in the Tuesday 9:30 slot. Des- 
pite the tough opposition of Fibber 
& Molly on NBC, Godfrey has 9.5 
Hooper for the first quarter-hour 
segment and 7.5 for the second 15 
minutes. 


LOVETON IN L. & M. 
BOWOUT; TO FREELANCE 


With Lennen and Mitchell agency 
now devoid of any eastern-origina- 
tion shows, John Loveton is check- 
ing out of the agency and is going 
into the directorial field on a free- 
lance basis. Loveton’s last show 
for the agency was “Mr. and Mrs. 
North,” the NBC whodunit which 
Woodbury dropped. It went off 
Dec. 18, and the agency, which has 
the option rights on the program, 
has not re-sold it. As result, Love- 
ton has since been on the L & M 
sidelines. 

During the period of indecision as 
to the status of Frank Sinatra’s Old 
Gold show, produced by the same 
agency, Loveton stayed on, as it was 
planned to sub the “‘North” show for 
the Voice—the latter had perma- 
nently checked off for OG. With 
Sinatra due to return after a three- 
week vacation, however, the “North” 
show remains, in cold storage. 

Loveton had been with the agency 
two and a half years. 








Radio Oscars Mulled 


Cc. E. Hooper organization, 
which provides statistical serv- 
ice to the radio advertising 
fraternity, is proposing the 
establishment of annual popular- 
ity awards to programs a la the 
Hollywood Oscars. This would 
be a “sponsored” project. Win- 
ning programs would be those 
maintaining top rank in Hooper- 
atings. 

Reaction on radio row said to 
be lukewarm to annual awards 
hooked up with a statistical 
service. 











| 
Inter-Border Swap Set | 
Between WNYC and CBC 


Making use of land-lines already 
established between New York and } 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., CBC 
is planning for an interchange of 
programming with WNYC, N. Y. 

The lines are used at present for 
CBC’s coverage of the United Na- | 
tions sessions, but can be used for | 
the reverse, Canada-to-N. Y., trip. 
CBC has offered WNYC the choice 
of four of its shows for airing in 
New York, and is at the same time 
studying WNYC’s program sched- 
uled to pick four exchange stanzas 
for broadcasting in Canada. 


| 





NATION’S TOP NEWS WOMAN 


LUCILLE HASTINGS 


For two successive years, Lucille 
Hastings has been awarded top 
honors for selection and preparation 
of a newscast by the National 
Federation of Press Women. 

KLZ, DENVER. 








3 Pros on a Horse 


Bridgeport, Feb. 11. 

Rarity of a radio editor actually 
becoming a boss of a station is hap- 
pening in the case of Rocky Clark, 
veteran kilo columnist of the Bridge- 
port Post. He is an officer and stock- 
holder of the Naugatuck Valley 
Broadcasting Corp., which is ready- 
ing an FCC request for AM opera- 
tion in nearby Ansonia. 

Associated with Clark are Eugene 
Dahlby, program exec at WNAB, 
Bridgeport; and Garo W. Ray, radio 
engineer, 








Bachelor’s Wife Hurt 





But So Is Unmarried Prescott, In 
‘Admirer’ Fannie Hurst’s Article 
Allen Prescott, who has a show On 

WJZ, N. Y., is doing a slow burn 

over a piece written in Saturday’s 

N. Y. Journal-American by Fannie 


covers Broadway legit openings for 
WJZ) describes a first-class jerk 
whom she tabs as Allen Prescott. 


Miss Hurst identified her Prescott 
as an Army lieutenant. The mccoy 
| Prescott was a lieutenant 


a bachelor) has as a result been be- 


berating him for the way he had mis- 
treated his alleged wife. 

Explains Miss Hurst: “I am a con- 
stant listener of Allen Prescott, and 
his name must have stuck in my sub- 
conscious because of its euphonius 
quality.” 





uf 


‘RED’ JAMES’ STATION BID 
Washington, Feb. 11. 

Walter “Red” James, who left FCC 
Feb. 1 to open law offices in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., this week filed as 50% 
stockholder in the Vulcan Broad- 
casting Co. " 

Application is for a 250-watter in 
Birmingham. 








production center. 


alities. 


1937 


HOLLYWOOD 
Bob Hope 
Fibber McGee 


Fitch Bandwagon 
Duffy’s Tavern 
Gildersleeve 
Burns & Allen 
Fannie Brice 
Date With Judy 
Truth or Conseg. 


Mr. Keen 


Dr. Christian 
Eddie Cantor 
Life of Riley 
Judy Canova 
Dick Haymes 
Ozzie & Harriet 
Your Hit Parade 
Gangbusters 
Rudy Vallee 
Louella Parsons 
Jack Carson 
Durante-Moore 
Adv. of Sam Spade 
Frank Sinatra 


American 


Lone Ran 


Digest 


This Is Hollywood 
Eddie Bracken 
Sherlock Holmes 

I Deal In Crime 
Alan Young 

Kay Kyser 

Don Ameche 
Hollywood Players 
Meet Me at Parky’s 
Mayor of the Town 
Meredith Willson 
Gene Autry 

Murder and Mr. Malone 
Ginny Simms 

Mel Blanc 
Hollywood Star Time 
Those Websters 
That’s Finnegan 
Borge-Goodman 
Ann Scotland * 
Lum & Abner 


Highways 


Exploring 


Burl Ives 








Today the picture has altered drastically. 


NEW YORK 
Fred Allen 
Walter Winchell 


Take It Or Leave It 

F. B. I. Peace-War 
Crime Photographer 
Amer. Album.Fam. Music 


Mystery Theatre 
This Is Your F. B. I, 


Charlie McCarthy Mr. D. A. Jack Benny 
Jack Benny Aldrich Family Bing Crosby 
Radio Theatre Suspense Fred Astaire 
Red Skelton Big Town Amos ’n’ Andy 
Amos ’n’ Andy Inner Sanctum Ben Bernie 
Screen Guild Bob Hawk Irene Rich 
Bing Crosby Merry-Go-Round Jack Oakie 


Al Jolson 
Eddie Cantor 


Blondie It Pays To Be Ignorant 
Abbott-Costello Adv. of the Thin Man 
Joan Davis Cavalcade of America 
Dennis Day Kraft Music Hall 
People Are Funny We, The People 

Jack Haley Saturday 


Nite Serenade 


Can You Top This? 
Crime Doctor 


Melody Hour 


Telephone Hour 
Waltz Time 
Henry Morgan 


ger 


Kate Smith Sings 
Break the Bank 

The Falcon 

Adv. of Ellery Queen 
Radio Edition Readers’ 


Jack Smith 


Bob Burns Theater Guild 
Frank Morgan ‘ Vaughn Monroe 
Jimmie Fidler ; Jean Sablon 
Maisie Nick Carter 
Dinah Shore Voice of Firestone 
Roy Rogers The Sheriff 


Information Please 


in Melody 


Contented Program 
Mystery of the Week 
Double or Nothing 
Gregory Hood 
Hildegarde 
Policewoman 

Pot O’ Gold 

Twenty Questions 
McGarry & His Mouse 


the Unknown 


Hires Sunday Party 
Real Stories 
Treasure Hour of Song 


HOLLYWOOD 
Chase & Sanborn’s 
“Want to Be An Actor” 


Hollywood Hotel 
Burns and Allen 
Lux Radio Theatre 


Vick Open House 


N.Y. to L.A. Production Swing in Past Decade 


Ten years ago the bulk of nighttime radio shows emanated out o 
With the exception of Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Fred Astaire, and a few other topflight personalities whose shows originated from the Coast, Manhattan was 
the undisputed focal point for radio actors, producers, directors, etc. Bac 
with Hollywood as a point of origination for coast-to-coast prograthming. 
Wayne King out of Chi, Fibber McGee and Molly, in their second year under the Johnson’s Wax banner, were 
also coming out of Chi., as were Fitch’s “Sunset Dreams” show; the “First Nighter” and “Contented Hour”; Lum 
and Abner, Sinclair’s Minstrels and a flock of other then top-coin shows. : 


In place of the mere handful of ’37 Coast originations, there 
are now 63 nighttime air shows coming out of Hollywood, including nearly the whole roster of name person- 


New York. It was radio’s No. 1 
ing Crosby, Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, 


in 19387 Chicago ranked about equally 
ady Esther was then sponsoring 


Here’s how the N. Y. and L. A. production chart shapes up today, as eompared with 1937: 


1947 
NEW YORK 
Album of Musie 
Fireside Recitals 
Cities Service Concert 
Man. Merry-Go-Round 
Voice of Firestone 
Gen. Motors Concert 
Fred Allen ' 
Snow Village 
Hit Parade 
Maxwell House 
Show Boat 
Leo Reisman 
Waltz Time 
Rudy Vallee 
Saturday Evening Party 
Shell Chateau 
Warden Lawes 
Richard Himber 
True Story Court of 
Relations 
Voice of Experience 
Stainless Show 
Easy Aces 
Ethel Barrymore 
B’way Merry-Go-Round 
Believe It Or Not 
Ford’s Universal Rhythm 
Walter Winchell 
Dude Ranch 
1937 Twin Starg 
Death Valley Days 
Sweetest Love Songs 
Husbands and Wives 
Jack Pearl 
Helen Hayes 
Ed Wynn 
Unsung Champions 
Shep Fields 
A & P Bandwagon 
Ma & Pa 
Broadway Varieties 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Hal Kemp 
Major Bowes 
Floyd Gibbons 
Pick and Pat 
DuPont Cavalcade 
Al Pearce’s Gang 
Gillette Community Sing 
Alexander Woollcott 
Phil Baker 
Hammerstein’s Hall 
Palmolive Come Let's 
Sing 
Gangbusters 
Heidt’s Brigadiers 
Popeye the Sailor 


Freeze Is On, So Is Biggest Grind — 
Ever Faced by FCC on AM Wave Bids 


Washington, Feb. 11, 

FCC is faced with job of process. 
ing by May 1 the largest single batch 
of new _ broadcast applications 
ever to come before it. Commission 
now has backlog of nearly 1,000 AM 
station applications, 250 of which 
were filed last week alone in antici. 
pation of the Feb. 8 deadline on fj. 





Hurst. in which the author (who also | 


What made matters worse was that | 


in the | 
Navy.: The guy (who happens to be | 


ing of standard broadcast bids. 
Commission started off its three. 


|month freeze period by announcing 
procedure it would follow in hand. 
| ling mass of applications before it, 
bulk of them complicated engineer. 
ing cases affecting operation of sta. 
tions on adjacent radio channels. 
In general, FCC said it will follow 
practice of “first come, first served" 
|and will give priority handling to 


sieged with calls from his listeners | 





a 


Laid End to End 
Washington, Feb. 11, 


Approximately $8,000,000 worth 
of radio station construction is 
represented in last week’s log- 
jam of bids for new AM stae 
tions, it was estimated here to- 
day. This is single largest take 
ever chalked up at FCC offices 
in a single week. 

Over 245 applications for new 
stations reached Washington last 
week, The average request, it 
was reported, is for a one-kilo- 
watt, daytime-only station. Tak- 
ing this as an overall average, 
costs of construction on this size 
operation run $30,000 per sta- 
tion, with engineering-legal fees 
likely to cost another $2,000 to 
$2,500 apiece. Which means that 
at least an $8,000,000 investment 
is represented in last week's 
station filings. There were 78 re- 
quests to modify existing facili- | 
ties. 

ee ements ele 


the oldest applications in its files, 
Where the requests involve cone 








flicts with applications for other 
wavelengths, commission said it 
would issue periodical announce- 


ments of informal conference with 
the engineers who have bids on file 
for any of the affected channels. 

As a starter, FCC set informal en- 
gineering conferences beginning to- 
day through Thursday (13). All of 
the meetings will be held in the new 
Post Office Building. Failure to at 
tend will indicate the applicants do 
not wish to participate in the coms 
mission’s plan to speed action on AM 
bids. Those who don’t show will 
not be given the privilege of amende 
ing their applications as a 
develop with other bidders, FC 
said. 

This week’s conferences will affect 
all applications for the following 
wavelengths: $30key 1140kc; 55Qke; 
710kc; 960; 1280; 1430; 610; 980; 1320} 
1440 and 1590. 


Morgan's Ciggie 
Burning Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

They ain’t saying yes and the 
ain’t saying no, but the word 
around that Frank Morgan’s “Df 
Tweedy” is not long for Pall Mal 
Notification date rolls around soon 
and the optioners will be guided 
their decision by the show's Hooper 
ating at that time. At the agency } 
is admitted that Morgan is “shaky, 
but American Tobacco has not yet 
let the cat out of the bag. 

In a last-minute effort to bolstef 
the show, Phil Rapp was called if 
as producer to replace Glenhall Tay* 
lor, Coast radio head of the Aye? 
agency. The latter took the assigne 
ment on a week-to-week basis. It’s & 
reunion for Rapp and Morgan, 44 
they were together on the old Max- 
well House show, with Rapp as writ 
er and latter writer-director. He 

ntinue to turn out the scripts fot 

n Ameche’s Drene stanza. 








Raleigh to WCAU News Staff 
Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
John Raleigh has been added te 
news staff of WCAU, taking ove? 
the daily Horn & Hardart “MorsinS 
Newspaper of the Air.” He relieve 
Charles Shaw in spot. 
Shaw has taken over another news 
program on WCAU. Raleigh wa 
war correspondent with NBC and 





instrumental in exposing notorious 
Lord Haw-Haw. 
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The NAB-Network Story 


Revelation that NBC and CBS were planning to scram out of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters sent NAB prexy Justin Miller on a fly- 
ing trip to New York last Thursday (6) for conferences with Niles 


Trammell, NBC president, and Frank Stanton, CBS president. 


the huddling came the following jo 


Out of 
int statement: 


“There is no schism between NBC or CBS and the National Assn, 


of Broadcasters. 


Neither network member has resigned from the assn. 


nor intends to resign. The networks and the assn. have been consider- 
ing for some time what the nature of network membership shall be. 


The only question to be determine 
shall be on an active or associate 
May meeting of the NAB Board.” 


It’s no longer a secret that as of last Tuesday 


d is whether network membership 
basis. This will be decided at the 


(4) there reposed a 


letter on NBC’s desk addressed to the NAB announcing the web’s de- 


cision to pull out of the association. 
to follow suit almost immediately, 


The time schedule called for CBS 
once the NBC letter had gone aut, 


All of which would seem to refute the statement’s opening line that 
“there is no schism between NBC or CBS and the NAB.” 
On Thursday, NBC was still in possession of its letter, but there had 


been a change of heart. 
turbed that word of the projected 
as NBC was not going to mail th 


would hold off. Came the Miller- 
face-saving statement that spoke about an 


The NBC brass was slightly more than dis- 


pull-out had leaked. And as long 
e letter, CBS decided that it, too, 
Trammel-Stanton huddle and the 
“associate basis’ for the 


networks te be decided at the May meeting. 


The gimmick of the “associate basis” 


dence that the schism has existed, 
statement, 
and-see situation, pending the May 


is in itself interpreted as evi- 
despite its refutation in the joint 


Meanwhile the whole issue has resolved itself into a wait- 


meeting of the NAB board. 


Participation in NAB on such a basis would find NBC and CBS 
making only a token financial payment to the association, with no 


representation on the board. 


It w 


ould thus reduce the webs to the 


same status as set manufacturers, market researchers, station reps and 
other holding membership on an associate basis. 














Whodunit Issue Still Simmers In 


‘The Case of 


Phillips Lord’s 
bang-bang show, “Treasury Agent,” 
based on detective activities of the 
United States Treasury has, as much 
as any other whodunit program now 
being peddled, pointed up the net- 
works’ growing averston to this kind 
of diversion on the air. Several ad 
agencies are reported keen to use 
the Lord format but CBS. and NBC 
both are reluctant to okay the series 
despite adman zest for a probable 
rating-getter. 

The webs feel the Lord opus is a | 
“Gangbusters” in new togs and as 
certain to draw law enforcement 
and clubwomen frowns as audience | 
hurrays. 4h 

Meantime the whodunit issue is | 
simmering right now, precisely be- 
cause network salesmen are talking 
summer replacement shows and 
finding out in instance after instance 
that their clients have crime shows 
in mind. Network brass in Manhat- 
tan is loathe to issue flat prohibi- 
tions against gangster-type melo- 
drama and yet is unable to stand off 
the growing criticism from educa- 
tional and police sources. 

What makes the Lord case so sig- 





now-circulating + 





the Admans Zest 


‘All’s Fair In,’ Etc. 


The highly competitive disk 
jockey sweepstakes on the New 
York indie stations appears to 
have stirred up some ill feeling 
among the show biz personali- 
ties involved. 


For example, it’s considered 
something more than a _ coin- 
cidence that WNEW platter 
turners have laid off Bea Wain 
recordings ever since the singer 
and her husband, Andre Baruch, 
teamed up for their “Mr. and 
Mrs. Music” disk on the rival 
WMCA 

There’s been no official ban 
order at WNEW; the Bea Wain 
disks are still on the station’s 
disk library shelves. But no- 
body’s den,ying that they haven't 
been touched since the singer 
became a competitive spinner. 


A&C Walking 
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THREE BIG "UNS 
GET THE BOUNGE 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| Hollywood glamor shows of the 








| guestar type took another whacking 
| last week and the home guard was 
| wondering whether a fine, old in- 
stitution was rocking on uncertain 


| pinning, wobbly on its Grables. Pink | 


slip handed to “Hollywood Star 
Time” by Frigidaire marked the 
third such kiss-of-death smacked on 
the fancy-budgeted drama operas 
within recent weeks. Previously 
Academy Award was scuttled by 
Squibb and Schenley (Cresta Blan- 


If it didn’t happen in three’s it 





| dence 


nificant is the general recognition 
that it’s a slick job of writing, di- 
recting and planning-for-rating. The 
webs think the show’s “crime doesn’t 
pay” preachment is, however, super: |, 
ficial and will fool nobody. Mean- 
while another whodunit, Basil Rath- | 
bone in “Scotland Yard,” took oft || 


Last Camel Mile 


looks like the parting of the 
ane for Abbott and Costello and 

J. Reynolds (Camels) at the end 
of the season. A & C are being of- 


might be charged off as an economy 
| move now general in the trade but 


| the conservative element can’t quite 


justify the axing as mere coinci 
Realistically, it’s a case of too 
much and too many, to paraphrase 
from a war slogan. In a nub, there 


dramatics and the cost has been too 
much for what they fetch in rating. 
At season’s outset there were seven 
| programs using guestars and proper- 
ties from the cinema, the biggest 
such load the kilocycles have had to 
bear in Coast history. The drain on 
studios was beginning to bring 
squawks but as nothing compared 





couldn't bring themselves to the 


| reasoning that they’re “coming out” 
| with a rating under 10 for a show 


| 
| 
Bongo 4 $12,500. It au |§ ( N d was CC 
added up to a mild fiscal debacle. lmmer a S eé hearings on its own 


that costs around 

Week after “Star Time” breathes | 
its last March 29 after 65 weeks, 
“Man Called X” moves into the CBS 
Saturday night slot. However, it 
works no hardship on Jack John- 
stone, producer, and Herbert Mar- 
shall, host, as they move right over 
to the succeeding show with the 
only changed capacity being ‘Mar- 
shall’s new billing as star of the 
polished whodunit. Jimmy Saphier 
negotiated the deal with Foote, Cone 
& Belding for the J. Richard Ken- 
nedy package for a term of five 
years in 13-week optional pickups. 
“X” filled the summer time for Bob 
Hope last summer and was consist- 
ently rated in the First 15. 

With three of the pedigreed dra- 
mas expunged, the list is now shaved 
by half. Remaining are the old 
standbys—Lux Radio Theatre, Screen 
Guild Players and Cavalcade of 
America. Using secondary film play- 
ers and airing in the morning on a 
dime store budget is “Stars Over 
Hollywood,” which has proved a 
good buy considering its rating and 
long service. 

Has the film star lost his audience 
pull in radio? Coming on the heels 
of a concerted move among agencies 
to lower the ceiling to $3,500 from 
as high. as $7,500, the voiding of 
shows with flicker greats would in- 
dicate such a lack. Major agency 
recently tabbed the Hooper result of 
$5,000 guestars and was far from im- 


ca) went cold on Hollywood Players. | 


in the past fortnight on Mutual and | 
further underscored the “good buy” | 


fered around to the agencies for the 
new fall. semester. 


pressed. With a tighter: clutch on 
money bags all around there may 





angle b tin 
ype ag ee ra NBC show has a current Hooper 
A‘ good deal of discussion is heard | Of 15.3, lacking any real tough op- 
nowadays when radio writers and |P0sition in the 10 o'clock Thursday 
directors foregather around town. | Segment, with the A & C-Camel 
They interpret the dilemma of fhe | blow up reportedly stemming from a 
networks as due to cost. “Most who- |real “b-a-d boy” situation, a good 
dunits are badly written, but be- | Part of the trade being cognizant of 
cause of the big audience it mat- | the fact that the William Estey 
(Conti d 34) agency, which produces the show, 
ae ee has had its share of headaches keep- 

ing the comics in line. 


A & C have been on for Camel 
C Ax F On | for three years, their first starring 
e | air show. Previously they had a 


| two-year cycle on: the Edgar Bergen 
| show and prior to that were on the 


Sustaining Artists Kate Smith stanza. 


nite seaamy. wave contnwes “© WGAR'S 756 PROGRAM | 
DEAL FOR BOND CLOTH 


notice this week on sustaining oa 
ists that al 
four ae =e Seer Cleveland, Feb. 11. 

Those affected by this week's edict. One of the largest sales in radio | 
numbering about half a dozen, are | here made by WGAR, which through 
mostly singers, with Dorward Kirby. | Neff- Rogow, New York, sold to 
emcee of “Honeymoon in New York” | Bond Clothes one-half hour show 
as the only non-singer on the list. | 5:30-6 p.m., Monday —- 7 
Included also is Lee Sullivan, fea- | day. Ernie Benedict and his Range 
tured on the web’s “Vest Pocket | Riders. a hillbilly show, and a 10- 
Varieties.” Latter program is to be , minute newscast, at 11 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday. ot 
Sale price reported as $75,000. 








dropped by NBC as part of its re- 
trenchment policy. 


through Fri- | 


be other casualties among shows in 
the munificent price range. Two or 
three are now on the ragged edge 
and their identity doesn’t need too 
much guessing, 


0G Folds ‘Parky, 
Gives Up NBC Time 


Hollywood, Feb. 12. 








have been too many of the film star | 


to the wail of big advertisers who | 


AIR FADE FOR PIC STAR SHOWS 





FCC To Invite Open Hearing On 
Mayflower Ruling If Demanded; 
Editorial Ban ‘Hottest Potato’ Today 


+ Washington, Feb. 11 





P F : | The FCC’s Mayflower decision 
Utopia in Des Moines ibarring radio stations from editoril- 
Des Moines, Feb. 11. |izing will be thrown into public 

KCBC, scheduled to go on the’ |hearing, if the industry or any im- 
air Saturday (15), has completed portant segment of broadcasters calls 
a house-to-house survey in which on the Commission to reverse the 
people hired by the new outlet, no-editorial ban, it was predicted 


here today 


FCC Chairman Charles R. 


just brushing up its antenna for 


| 
its kilocycle teeoff. asked house- | Denny, 


wives what they like, or don't Jr., has given several network repre- 
like, about radio. And station will sentatives assurances within the 
tailor its.programming to desires | past two weeks that FCC will re- 
of listeners. | open the question if they make the 
Result, in part, is that KCBC 5 Fee. Commission itself is split 
|}on whether or not the Mayflower 


is going to program upward of 


50% of its time in music and decision is bad law and would wel- 
music-talk shows. For 71.1% of come the chance to hear both sides 
2,000 listeners interviewed here- | ° the Question 
oul ol cou ‘vers » 
abouts expressed a preference |_ FCC could. of cour reverse os 
for music as their first desire | Mayflower ruling simply by failing 
from radio ito fcllow it in making a station 
: ; yrant or license renewal to a broad- 
Second choice was news, 48.8% 6 se gpm ip 
, ; caster who said he would editorial- 
putting that category down as |. ‘ d 
: : 2 : , }ize. Commission could also modify 
No. 2 in their radio wants. Third, : ; Le: . 
it by a public notice bulwarking its 
close to the news percentage, |... andi . a 
was comedy and variety action arm inviting industry com- 
pe y 7° ment. However, it was speculated 


A total of 47.4% said they dis- 
liked radio serials, and almost 
33% put thumbs down on hill- 
billy musie and mystery shows. 


that a hearing would probably be re- 
quired in view of the conflict of 
opinion on the FCC bench itself and 
the lack of enthusiasm by several 








important broadcasters for~junking, 
| the Mayflower ukase. 

It was felt FCC would not initiate 
motion right 
view of the Commission's 


now in 


promise to clean its files by May 1 
of the several hundred standard 
ell y OW broadcast applications filed before 


Feb. 8. This job, plus unfinished 


business in color television and 
clear channel proceedings, makes it 

ll e S re CIT: unlikely Commission will have time 

to probe merits of the Mayflower 
ruling any time soon. 

Neither NAB nor the network 
reps here reported intention of peti- 
tioning for an immediate hearing on 
the question, but all agreed the May- 
flower ban is getting to be a “hot 
potato” for FCC. 

NAB President Justin Miller was 


anwanee on page 34) 


Ulcers for Free 
With This Snarl 


CBS, Lowell Thomas, Procter and 


The networks and agencies are 
starting to buckle down to the 


summertime schedules. From a 
business standpoint, network execs 
are of the opinion that there will 
be just as many shows taking a 
hiatus this summer as last year, | 
when the hot-weather cancellations | 
by advertisers reached their highest 
number since before the war, which 
means that the webs are saddled 
with the same problem as last year 
in finding a flock of summer fillers. 


Dave Taylor, CBS programming 
veepee, is currently on the Coast 
looking over the _ availabilities. 
Adrian Samish, ABC’s programming 
boss, has just returned from Holly- 
wood after wrapping up the initial 


batch. And on the basis of current 
negotiations and thinking generally 
around the four webs, while the 
shows will be low-budgeted, there’s 
a decided emphasis on steering away 
from the usual fillers and an attempt 
to inject an element of freshness 
into the summertime programming. 


While there’s no particular jubi- 


Gamble and Campbell Soup appear 
to be in the midst of a stalemate 
in connection with the upcoming 
Thomas commentary deal for P&G. 

Thomas moves over from NBC to 
CBS in September. The soap outfit, 
which has the 7 to 7:30 p. m. strip 
on CBS (currently occupied by 
“Mystery of the Week” and Jack 





lation over the prospects of summer | Smith) wants to slot Thomas in the 
business, there’s a wave of ex- | 7-7:15 segment. But CBS won't hold 





| After two years, Old Gold has de- | 


SUMMER SCHOOL OF 
AIR ON CBS AGENDA) pact: ctecest the next move, But 


| cided that late Sunday night is no 
|time to sell cigarets with a comedy 
ishow and has cancelled out “Meet 
eel - Parky’s,” as of April 5. Time 
s being vacated. 

— client and agency reasoned | 
(that 10:30-11 p.m. eastern slot is too 
| late to do a selling job, especially 
|with a comedy show after a long | 

| string of that type program. Con- 


pectancy among the network sales | 
brass over an anticipated upsurge 


in billings generally next fall. By | 


that time, new products will be hit- 
ting the market, production will be 
in full swing and — psychologically 
— they say, signs justify the optimis- 
tic outlook. 


Emphasis around the agencies on | 


summer replacements for clients is 
also on low-budgeted shows. And 
it’s practically a headache right 
down the line, finding suitable pro- 
grams without resorting to the cus- 


'tomary filler. 


“American School of the Air,” 
|CBS’ across-the-board educational 
series, will be extended through the 
}summer months this year for the 
first time in its 17-year life span if 


‘tract with Harry Einstein (Parky) | network execs give the final okay. 


|expires March 9, but he’s staying on 
for an extra month of time com- 
| mitment. 

Show’s rating is not too impres- 
| sive, but program may have been 


ter time niche. 


According to plans mapped by CBS 


| educational director Robert H. Hud- 
son and Leon Levine, producer, 
summer will provide an 


(Continued on page 35) 


still for that time. For one thing. 
| Bob Trout has the Campbell Soup 
news program at 6:45 (he’s Thomas’ 
current opposition), and putting 
Thomas in at 7 would mean a back- 
to-back sequencing of news shows. 
P&G wouldn't be averse to Camp- 
| bell changing the format of its 6:45 
segment, but Campbell has re- 
sponded with a “we're doing very 
well with Trout and we'll stand 
pat.” And CBS, it’s reported, 
wouldn't mind solving the whole 
problem by putting Thomas into 
the 7:15 period. However, that 
would mean Thomas would be pitted 
against NBC's “News of the World” 
| program and it’s a question whether 
|P&G would go for it 
CBS is 





waiting for 


| eer" ve got until September to | kick 
it around. 


Cold Spots Hot 
As the prelude to a national cam- 


paign, Maxson Foods, frozen prod- 
| ucts, is taking to radio for the first 





ex- | time with a series of spots lined up 
| tension of the school through the | for the New 


experi- | 
| retained if NBC had cleared a bet- | mental period in which to try out 


York market as @ 
| beginne: 

Spot campaign has been set by 
Lennen and Mitchell agency. 


rs Sere * 
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Alf Landon, Flock of Other Politicos, 
In Bids to FCC for New Stations 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Politicos, past and present, figure 
prominently in radio bids filed with 
FCC during the past week. 

Alf M. Landon, Republican Presi- 
dential candidate in 1936, last Thurs- 
day (7) applied for a new standard 
watter in Liberal, Kan. Landon was 
also on record in a partnership ap- 
plication filed the same day for 
Leavenworth, Kan. He would own 
100% of the first station and 65% of 
the second. His applications describe 
him as “an independent oil producer 
for 32 years and a former governor 
of Kansas.” 
Rep. Alvin O’Konski of Wisconsin 
another GOP’er to make a pitch 
for a radio station of his own. 
O’Konski filed for a local channel 
operation in Merrill, Wis., of which 
he would be the -only stockholder. 
Publisher of a weekly newspaper in 
Hurley, Wis. O’Konski (who, in- 
cidentally, filled out his own ap- 
plication without benefit of high- 
paid counsel) told the Commission 
he had considerable experience In 
radio and had written an M.A. thesis 
several years ago comparing the 
effectiveness of radio and the press. 

On the Demo side of the ledger, 
former West Virginia Congressman 
Jennings Randolph shows up in a 
newly filed bid for Fairmont, W. Va. 
Randolph is a 10% stockholder in 
the Fairmont Bioadcasting Co. 
whose other principals are local 
businessmen, 

Meanwhile, last Friday (8) FCC 
awarded an FM permit in Tulsa to 
the. West Central Broadcasting Co., 
chairman of whose board is Okla. 
Gov. Robert S. Kerr. President of 
the company is E. K. Gaylord, pub- 
lisher of the Daily Oklahoman and 
midwest radio man. Both are also 
bidding for an AM station in Tulsa. 


Everybody. Loves 
ABC, Sez Samish 


There’s been a change among film 
and radio stars as far as the ABC 
network is concerned, and the reason 
is Bing Crosby and Henry Morgan. 
Payoff on the two shows, plus proof 
that the Groaner’s transcription 
show is a feasible way of doing 
radio, has altered the ‘feelings of 
many a top name who's always been 
shy of network radio possibilities if 


is 





} 


+ 





‘Render Unto’— 

WHN, the Metro-owned indie 
in N. Y., will cover the National 
AAU meet at Madison Square 
Garden on Feb. 22, when Gil 
Dodds, the flying parson, na- 
tional indoor mile champ, will 
be in action. 

An hour before he checks in 
at the Garden for the meet, the 
Nebraska-born preacher will be 
delivering the sermon on WHN’s 
“Word of Life” program. 


Philly Bulletin 
On Spot Spree: 


Philadelphia, Feb, 11. 


The widest use of radio spot an- 
nouncements by a newspaper was 
ded here by the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin following its sud- 
den decision to publish a Sunday 
Bulletin after purchase of the Guild- 
struck J. David Stern newspaper 
properties, the Philadelphia Record 
and the Camden Courier-Post news- 
papers. 

Sale of the assets of the Stern 
properties to the Bulletin manage- 
ment was announced officially Jan. 
31. The Sunday Bulletin made its 
initial appearance under date of Feb. 
9. To inform the public of the im- 
pending appearance of the new pub- 














lication, the Bulletin took to the air 
in an unprecedented manner. 

Every available spot on every 
radio station in the city was grabbed, 
according to’ George Eager, promo- 
tion director of the Bulletin, who 
said: 

“We had to work fast, and we 
did. We got the spots on all the 
stations that could sell us spots. We 
didn’t even wait to count them up 
or figure the cost. We just wanted 
that announcement of the new paper 
on the air, and to be sure people 
heard it. They did.” 

The intensive, hurry-up promotion 
of the Bulletin left this city’s radio 
stations a bit groggy, but none-the- 

















From the Production Centres 





(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Doris Gaines, daughter of Charles Gaines of Ziv, Inc. gore to work for 
Benton & Bowles publicity department. Last-with Federal agency... CBs 
announcer John Tillman and former CBS staff writer Patricia Voils parents 
of a son....It’s agony these days getting train accommodations. Severa] 
radio big shots have gone west in uppers, completely humiliated. ...C. ¢, 
N. Y¥. looking for an instructor in radio advertising... .Joe Spadea in from 
CBS Detroit office huddling with officials at 485....Jury duty for William 
Fineshriber at CBS coincided awkwardly with boss Davidson Taylor’s 
absence. ...Christopher Cross of United Nations at Lake Success stalking 
a radio writer for permanent job. Daughter of Compton agency's David 
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FRANKIE CARLE 

Miracle boy ... he completed 80 
years of music in 365 days! 
” Columbia sold 7,000,000 Frankie 
Carle phonograph records in 1946 
which, according to Lang-Worth’s 
astute statisticians, total 79 years, 
330 days, 23 hours and 36 minutes of 
continuous music, 

To the King! 


LANG-WORTH, INC... NEW YORK 
nesses snr ana mn 


Syndicate Ras 
Spots N.Y. Indies 
Behind the 8-Ball 


With the increasing coverage of 
radio on a national basis, due to the 
growth of New York originated 
radio columns spread by syndicates, 
New York indies are getting a 
greater slough in their hometown 
columns and are facing a tough 
problem, 

Situation has become so tough that 
the problem is no longer being 
wrestled with by flackery chiefs 
only, among the indies, but is en- 
gaging the attention of station man- 
agers and owners. In at least one 
case, an indie chief has discussed the 
subject with a couple of columnists, 
trying to figure out how to stay in 
the picture despite national syn- 
dication, 














less happy as the tills were filled. 


Fanney Litvin Bonnet 
Tossed Into FCC Ring 








they didn’t bear NBC or CBS tag. 

Programming veepee Adrian 
Samish says he received confirma- 
tion of the change of heart on his 
recent Coast visit. And as a result 
of the new love for ABC, . says 
Samish, a number of top names have 
indicated to him while he was in 
Hollywood that “just get us the 
sponsor and time, and we'd just as 
soon tie up with ABC as with the 
ether webs.” 

Several of the stars, Samish said, 
are being currently tailored for new 
packages, and there is a real pos- 
sibility that more than one new 
show featuring a big name will re- 
sult for next fall scheduling on ABC. 

“They have suddenly found,” said 
Samish, “that we too can get real 
Hoopers for them—if we have the 
show—and they can do just as good 
business in our store as in any other 
establishment. Crosby’s spotting in 
the time we gave him—which we 
all feel could be improved, and will 
be as soon as possible—has con- 
vinced the people interested only 
in real top shows that we can give 
them the audiences they deserve. 
Also, Crosby’s transcription pre- 
cedent has proved itself as more 
than merely feasible. And the name 
people on the Coast see now they 
can do a transcription show without 
endangering either their status or 
their drawing and earning power. 

“As for Henry Morgan, they are 
impressed with the fact that Mor- 
gan has been really building, getting 
higher and higher Hoopers right 
along. They’re all aware that, spotted 

opposite “Information Please” and 
Kay Kyser, Morgan has climbed 


steadily until now his rating is 10.8, |- 


against “Info’s” 8.7, and Kyser’s 8.3. 
The fact that both ‘Morgan and 
“Info” appeal to the same type audi- 
ence—the people with a more intel- 
lectual sense of humor—proves that 
Morgan really has something, and 
that his placement on ABC did both 
him and his sponsor a lot of good. 
Naturally, these people who want 
real ratings look differently at ABC 
now than they used to.” 


By Montana’s Murray 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Name of another woman has been 
added to candidates for the FCC 
vacancy. She is Fanney Litvin, FCC 
attorney, whose candidacy has been 
supported by Sen. James Murray 
(D., Mont.) and other offices of the 
Montana delegation on Capitol Hill. 

Mrs, Litvin is being urged on two 
counts: First, because of increasing 
pressures on the White House to 
name more women.to high govern- 
ment posts; and second, unlike other 
woman boosted for the FCC job, Mrs. 
Litvin has had long-time experience 
in radio regulatory matters. Her ap- 
pointment would be a merit promo- 
rtion, it is argued, and not a political 
one likely to spark heavy opposi- 
tion from GOP ranks. 

Mrs. Litvin game with the Federal 
Radio Commission in 1926 and stayed 
on with the FCC. She has partici- 
pated in most important FCC pro- 
ceedings, is personally responsible 
for authorship of many commission 
rules and regulations, and occupies 
the highest position ever accorded a 
woman at the FCC. 

Marion Martin, former head of the 
women’s division of the Republican 
National Committee, and former 
Democratic Congresswoman Chase 
Going Woodhouse of Conn. have also 
been mentioned for the FCC job. It 
is known, however, that President 
Truman intends to nominate a 
Democrat, which would rule Miss 
Martin out. And backers of Mrs. 
Woodhouse have admitted her 
chances of winning confirmation in 
a GOP-controlled Senate are slight. 


CIO AIR SERIES IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Hennepin county council of CIO 
industrial unions has started- series 
of weekly broadcasts, 15-minute ses- 
sions at 6:45 p.m. Thursdays, over 
WTCN, and first of their kind pro- 
moted locally. 

Broadcasts feature Paul] Martin in 
views of the news, CIO not editing 
his opinions. 








John Crosby’s Herald Tribune 
column gave national syndication of 
radio columns its big push within 
ithe last year. Now the Chicago 
Tribune-Daily News syndicate is 
going to circularize Ben Gross, while 
the New York Post is developing 
syndication for Paul Denis. The 
Nation’s recently added column by 
Lou Frankel, that of the Saturday 
Review of Literature by Al Wil- 
liams, and the open secret that the 
New Republic is still having connip- 
tions because it hasn’t found the 


the same sum. More and more 
national coverage, to the increasing 
by-passing of the New York indies. 

Latter have always felt privileged 
because, when they got N. Y. news- 
paper attention, they pushed into na- 
tional attention the easy way. Until 
the syndicates got rolling, a new 
public service show on WMCA, an 
unusual program on WNEW, or a 
special event on WHN was sure to 
cop plenty of kudos through the big 
town’s radio eolumnists. 

Now some of the same guys come 
back with a “sorry, this isn’t 
national news” routine. The same 
indies that got peak attention before 
feel they’ve got to work up other 
formula to stay in the swim, al- 
though what concerns them more 
directly is the New York area 
readership rather than the national 
circulation. 

Indie execs in N. Y. agree that the 
problem is far from solved, and may 
get wuorse before it gets better. 
“But we're working on it,” said one, 
“and maybe we'll find a way to lick 
ty 
. 


EGOLF’S STATION PREEMS 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
New daytime local watter, WBCC, 
| just over the line in suburban Mary- 








land from northwest Washington, | 
was dedicated Sunday (9) and got | 


lon the 

| yesterday, 
| Station, at 1120 ke, was dedicated 
|by Charles G. Ross, secretary of 
President Truman, with a number of 
prominent local citizens of the 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase area of Mary- 
land in attendance. Head of the 
corporation running the station is 
Willard D. Egolf, former NAB pub- 
licity man, 


air regularly beginning 


right radio formula, add up only to- 


Lesan on danger list last week with pneumonia....Phil Barber (Robins & 
Barber) doing scripts for citizens educational group that may be aired via 
WIZ Pet Milk’s Emile Cote offering 16-voice combo via Dan Tuthil] as 
daytime strip. Revised version of Erik Barnouw’s “Handbook of Radio 
Writing” due in April....Max Wylie’s text on same subject also being 
re-issued ‘in partially new form Jan Struthers (“Mrs. Miniver,” remem. 
| ber?) around town....American Theatre Wing schools greatly expanded 
| assignments of Stephen Fry, ex-BBC....Harriet Van Horne has a piece on 


the spindle at McCall’s mag—about audience participations. 

Robey J. Landry, Director of Program Writing division at CBS, turned 
guest book reviewer Saturday (8) for “Of Men and Books”... .Landry’s 
secretary, Beverly Chase, has given notice. Clair Cosover will succeed 
her... Johnny Wilson, well known around N. Y. web and agency circles, 
now in Dallas radio. ...WOV’s Arnold Hartley may move home from Bronx 
to Brooklyn Heights....Keith Tyler beavering like mad to get events lined 
up at Ohio State Institute for Education before he traipses off to Germany 
....Blonde greeter Harriet Dillon, who handles actors calling on CBS 
directors, is back on job after six weeks for appendectomy. 


Foote, Cone & Belding’s N. Y. casting director, Ann Howard, leaving 


Saturday (15) for FC&B’s Chi office....WINS script editor, George §, 
Carlesco, to teach scripting at Cambridge School of Radio Techniqu 

Cities Service “Highways in Melody” establishes a longevity record as a 
sponsored musical when it celebrates its 21st anni, Feb. 21 Peter Aylen, 


formerly with CBC, now director of United Nations radio broadcasting by 
DX in 17 languages....FCC Commissioner Clifford J. Durr is pushing 
Eddie Cantor’s record. Durr’s fourth daughter was born in Washington 
yesterday (10). 

Carlton Fredericks, WHN’s nutrition man, prepping tele show, “Supersti- 
tions in Nu‘/ition” for WRGB....Mason Adams joins cast of “Big Town” 
as Harry the Hack....Doris McWhirt with “Lorenzo Jones”,...Mary Hull 
doing CBS television. And Barbara Winthrop says any resemblance to 
Miss Hull is purely accidental, since it is she, not Miss Hull, who is im- 
personating Dorothy Dix....Caroi Ames to be the featured singer on the 
new Bill Cullen radio package, “Going Nowhere”....Murray Forbes work- 
ing on a new novel between “Ma Perkins” shows and looking for an apart- 
ment....Milton B. Kaye has joined production staff of WHN. Dorothy 
Sewell recent addition to same station's continuity dept....Flora Rheta 
Schreiber teaching a course in radio production at Adelphi College in Long 
Island....Dick Erstein, director in the CBS education ‘department, has 
resigned to accept a production post with the Lowell Institute Coopera- 
tive Broadcast Council in Boston. Starts on new job this week.... 
Josephine Lyons, BBD&O radio and television writer and casting director, 
has tendered her resignation to package a new show, “Between Us Givls,” 
which she has written....“Cavalcade of America” will originate from the 
Coast again beginning Feb. 17 with stars lined up for first three Coast- 
stemmed shows being Chester Morris, Ida Lupino, and Robert Young.... 
Commentator Bill Gailmor’s first full-length documentary film, “The Great 
Betrayal,” screened privately Monday (10). 

Larry Hammond to Texas on what he says is a new radio idea... . Michael 
Hanna, gnl. mgr. of WHCU, Ithaca, and NAB board member, to teach new 
special course in public relations at N. ¥. State School of Industvial and 
Labor Relations. ...Sixty members of radio industry, directors of programs 
and special events, conductors of musical shows and femme commentators, 
met last Thursday in Ni Y. to form special Red Cross Radio Division under 
leadership of James E. Sauter, radio chairman of Red Cross 1947 Fund of 
Greater New York....John Reed King, ailing for the last month with a 
serious virus infectica, expected to return to his radio and television shows 
about March 1....Edward R. Evans, with RKO-Pathe for the last 13 years 
as a writer-director, succeeding Hans Burger as film supervisor for WCBS- 
TV, N. Y. video outlet of CBS. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bob Welch took time out from his writing duties at Paramount to give 
a lift to an old army buddy, Bill Morrow. Feeling the need of a rest from 
his writing-producing chore on the Bing Crosby disks Welch took over 
while Morrow loafed at Mexican resorts. Incidentally, The Groaner pays 
back a guest call by helping Jimmy Durante and Garry Moore sell Rexall 
products Feb. 21....Gail Smith, daytime radio head of Procter & Gamble, 
around on a routine checkup....Day after Ted Hediger, producer of “I 
Deal in Crime,” returned from Switzerland, where he settled an aunt's 
estate, he was rushed to the hospital with a ruptured appendix, but is 
coming along all right....The Walter Craigs passed a few days here before 
taking off for a delayed honeymoon in Cuba....Let rumors fly but the 
Borge-Goodman show is safe into June....General Electric gets the first 
refusal of a record cut by Don Lee to star Shirley Ross as singing emcee, 
with Ray Sinatra’s orchestra and Dennis Day as the “sample” guestar. It 
will be a thrice weekly night time quarter-hour strip....Seaman Jacobs, 
onetime jokesmith for Fred Allen and Henry Morgan, brought in by Lou 
Levy to work on picture and radio material for the Andrews Sisters. 

Hal Kanter drew a term ticket as Amos 'n’ Andy scripter. Freemaf 
Gosden (Amos) last week kept intact his record of not missing a broadcast 
in 16 years by being cut in from the hospital where he is on the mend fro 
kidney stone surgery....Jean Hersholt’ takes “Dr. Christian” to New York 
through June and November by which time he'll be well past his 900th 
broadcast in the vaseline series, including repeats....“Corny” Jackson to 
New York and back that fast after attending Ford dealer meetings... . Bob 
Ballin, headman here for Ruthrauff & Ryan, easting for home office ta!ks 
and a stopover in Toledo enroute home. Could be that he'll chat with 
Emerson Foote on that pitch to head up the Coast operation for Foote, Cone 
& Belding. So far it has just been casual talk with Hubbell Robinson, 2 
sort of a feeling-out process....Sampling our sunshine (fog and smog) the 
past week were Henry Stanton, Thompson topper in Chicago, and Bertha 
Albers, whom the lads at Young & Rubicam affectionately refer to as 
“Miss Y & R”.,...Rudy Vallee will be busy night-clubbing at Las Vegas 
Feb. 18 and 25, so his show will take the air from there on those dates. 
Following week he takes the last puff off his Philip Morris at NBC...- 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Sudden rumors of ABC pulling out of Chi video were nixed by both 
network execs and WBKB’s Captain Bill Eddy, who pointed out, “No con- 
tracts have been cancelled”. ...Monica Lewis set to lend her lush chirping 
to the oncoming Jan August Mutual show....Donald McGibeny is the new 
editorial topper at WAIT....WTMJ, Milwaukee, staffers beat the recent 
heavy storm by spending night in studios....Frank O'Connell, ABC Ce”- 
tral Division exec for past four years, moved over to Chi office of Liverty 
mag. 

Rush Hughes jammed up WIND switchboard after asking for comment 
on new singing discovery, Richard Cannon. Hughes claims intro of Jan 
August over same outlet last October....Niles Trammel in for look-see at 
NBCites last week....Herbie Mintz boasting 25 years in Chi radio... 


Norman Kraeft, new NBC platter rider, hopes to spin the disks at least &@ 
| week before they go on sale, 
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KECA : Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES 


1440 Highland Avenue 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
155 Mentgomery Sireet 


Pacific will do a real job for you 


and your product. Use it and find out first- 


~~ 
A 


covers eight other worthwhile markets from 
ABC 


inside. Altogether, ABC Pactfic reaches 


94.06% of the Coast daytime listeners and 
92.5% of the night-time listeners (primary 


areas ). 
hand the outstanding selling job this net- 


these eleven districts—plus!) In addit 


work can do. 


CHICAGO 


Civie Opera Building 


Frankly, 


there is no such thing as an outside /a//. 
NEW YORK 


33 West 42ad Street 


-_— 


=> 
homes, 72.6% of retail sales, 77.6% of effec- 


include 70.5% of population, 73.5% of radio 


American Broadcasting Company 
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oast buying market. 
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Coast market lie in just eleven 


Metropolitan Districts. These eleven areas 
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The bone, marrow and good meat of the 
Pacific 


There’s a lot of talk going around about 
the iside half and the outside half of the 
tive buying income. (ABC Pacific covers 


Pacific 


SPOT SALES DIVISION 
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FCC Scratches Head Over Teletint, 
With Effects of CBS Okay a Puzzler 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
It’s still anybody’s guess which 
way the FCC will vote on the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System’s peti- 


tion to adopt standards now for 
color video. That the FCC is still 
undecided on the color question be- 
came doubly clear as the final round 
of hearings opened yesterday (10). 

It became even more obvious to 
observers during the second round 
of testimony today (Tuesday) that 
the FCC was bending over backward 
to let CBS throw every scrap of 
testimony it possesses into the rec- 
ord. Reason for this, it’s believed, 
is to preclude the possibility of CBS 
claiming it wasn’t given a chance, 
if and when the FCC decides to nix 
the web’s color bid. 

One of the $64 questions raised by 
FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny 
himself ‘was whether or not the 
Commission should delve into the 
economic effects of okaying color 
now, or base its decision entirely 
on the technical adequacy of the 
Columbia pictures. And so far, 
neither CBS nor NBC have given 
him a straight answer on that one. 
FCC Commissioner Rosel Hyde's 
flat statement that the FCC had no 
right to hold, back a technically ac- 
ceptable service because it would 
hurt the other guy was the only en- 
couragement Denny got on that tack. 


Both CBS and RCA forces have 
gone in heavy for testimony on the 
economics of color versus black’ and 
white, but neither has urged the 
FCC to base its decision on economic 
considerations, E. W. Engstrom, 
RCA engineer, who testified as 
Chairman of a Radio Mfrs. Associa- 
tion committee at Monday’s hearing, 
sidetracked a direct question on how 
adoption of color standards would 











c- . E at a 
THE VOICE OF THE PALM BEACHES 


| service.” 


affect the infant black and white 
industry. 

“It might go well or there might 
be chaos,” Engstrom said. CBS has 
been urging the FCC to okay color 
now and save the broadcasters and 
public a lot of money in investment 
in black and white equipment but 
nobody from that net has told the 
FCC to go all-out on the economic 
angle. And RCA, it is reported, is 
soft-pedaling the economic angle 
because it doesn’t want the charge 
leveled that it is merely trying to 
protect a several million dollar in- 
vestment in black and white video. 

Engstrom instead told the FCC 
that before setting standards for any 
new service, it should be thoroughly 
“field tested and the public should 
be satisfied as to the adequacy of the 
The CBS system of se- 
quential color falls short on both 
counts, he said, and should be de- 
nied on that ground alone. He was 
supported in this view by testimony 
of Dr. Allan B. DuMont; Y. T. Gold- 
smith, Jr., director of research for 
DuMont; Paul Raibourn, president 
of Paramount's Television Produc- 
tions, Inc., and David Smith, Philco 
research director, 


These were the developments: 

1—Raibourn told the FCC that 
television has a chance to be a great 
educational medium—something the 
motion picture industry has failed 
to become—but only if-tele sets are 
simple enough to be operated by the 
ordinary guy and tele images bright 
‘enough to view under normal light- 
ing in the home. The CBS sequen- 
tial color system, which he declares 
throws away 90% of the available 
light, is “completely unsatisfactory.” 
Program content in television, as in 
films, is more important than the 
addition of color, ae color 
method, Raibourn concluded, was 
tried out by the film indusiry in 
1906 and several times since then 
but was subsequently discarded. 

RMA View 

2—Testimony by Dave Smith, in 
his capacity as chairman of an RMA 
committee, to the effect that color 
sets, both simultaneous and- se- 
quential, would cost almost double 
the prices of comparable mono- 
chrome units, which was challenged 
by CBS’ director of research, Peter 
Goldmark, Goldmark said the RMA 
committee estimates were made on 





the basis of a 47-tube sequential 
color receiver. Both CBS and Ben- 
dix, he said, now have a cheaper 


(Continued on page 32) 


PAR GETS BREATHER 
ON DU MONT PROBLEM 


Washington, Feb, 11. 


FCC last week gave Paramount 
Pictures more time in which to make 
up its mind whether to hold on to its 
stock in the Allen B. DuMont Lab- 
oratories, Inc. and so forfeit several 
pending television applications. Com- 
mission, acting on request of the 
company, said Par did not have to 
reach a decision until 60 days after 
the Commission has decided whether 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
may commercialize its color tele- 
vision, 

Par, in a letter to FCC last Wed- 
nesday (5) said it was “difficult if 
not impossible’ for Par to decide 
what to do until the CBS color 
question was settled. By virtue of 
Par’s having “working control” of 
DuMont and Interstate Circuit, Inc. 
of Dallas, Tex., FCC has moved to 
dismiss: the following video bids 
filed by the three companies: Par 
requests in Detroit and Boston; Du- 
Mont bids for Cincinnati and Cleve- 
land; and Interstate for Dallas. 


CBS Monochrome 
To Stay Anyway 
If Color Folds 


With CBS entering the final stages 
of its fight for color television in 
Washington this week, its a 
certainty that the web will bow out 
uf the color picture if the FCC 
turns thumbs down on its request 
for the establishment now of com- 
mercial color standards, Should the 
FCC nix eome through, however, 
CBS will continue active work in 
black and. white video, according to 
CBS prexy Frank M. Stanton, 
Reiterating his statement made 
during testimony in the origina! 
FCC hearings this year, Stanton 





declarea that CBS has almost 
single-handedly developed color 
video to its present stage. “We 


cannot go ahead further without the 
FCC, and the next move is theirs,” 
he said. “If the commission fails to 
act quickly and decisively, it may 
find it impossible te act. CBS is 
now at the crossroads in television, 
and we cannot alone continue to 
expend the time, manpower and 
money on color that we have spent 
until now.” 





With CBS so far limited in black 
and white television to its one N.Y. 
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Nothing New In Program Ideas? 


Anybody in the studio audience can write a popular song on this machine .. . AND 
HEARS IT PLAYED TWO MINUTES LATER! 
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outlet, considerable speculation has 
arisen in the industry as to what 
course the web will pursue if the 
FCC decides to nix its request. 
Apparently unwilling to apply for 
more black and white stations in 
the hopes its color system would be 
ckayed, CBS may find itself cut off 


request, CBS still hopes to establish 
a black and white network, Stanton 


on extending the N,Y. market first. 
“Television engineering,” he _ said, 
“is far ahead of programming. We 


first in the No. 1 market here before 
attempting to spread out over the 
country.” 

CBS will not set up stations in 
small towns just for the sake of 
establishing a network, Stanton said. 
It’s possible, he pointed out, that 
not all stations for which grants in 
the big cities have already been 
made will be put into actual opera- 
tion, indicating CBS may make a 
pitch for some of them. He also 
indicated the web may buy into 
indie stations already in operation, 
if possible. 


black and white or color as far as 
remotes are concerned. Web sewed 
up some of the top sports events 
this year via pacts with Madison 
Square Garden and the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. All contracts, Stanton said, 
provide for either monochrome or 
color broadcasting. 








LA-S.F. Gets 
Co-ax in 1948 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Coaxial cable some 450 miles long 
will be laid between Los Angeles 
and San Francisco some time early 
in 1948, it was announced by the 
Southern California Telephone Co., 
which will handle the chore in as- 
sociation with its parent firm, 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. 

Projected wire will be longer than 
any now in use and is expected to 
serve as a television facility for 
the boom of video looked for here. 
Bell company, also experimenting 
with auxiliary radio service to serve 
as a video relay, states the primary 
purpose of both new operations: is 
to serve telephone communications 
between two coast cities. However, 
it is admitted video is a definite 
consideration in laying of the link 
which should be completed by early 
1949. 

Coast cable will tie into the trans- 
continental string, which comes into 


| the state through Blythe from Phoe- 
| nix, Arizona. 


r Radio testing, which 
is already being done in San Fer- 
nando Valley, is expected to be used 
to service such way towns as San 
Jose, Fresno, Stockton and others 
with television, 


JWT Sleuths Pic Field 
For Video Prospects 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Survey of the Hollywood scene to 
determine availability of motion, pic- 
tures for television and extent of 
planned production is being. carried 
out by J. Walter Thompson agency, 





; one of few agencies evincing strong 


interest in medium. Norman Black- 
burn, v-p in charge of Hollywood 
office, is conducting cinema sleuth- 
ing. 

Agency, which was first to handle 
a video commercial program on the 
Coast, having cleared Tupman Mo- 
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' Serial, 


tors on Paramount's KTLA, probably 
|is being hypoed by prospective spon- 


sors among its clients. Particular 


| interest is being shown in availabili- 


| 


ties of topical and newsreel type 
short films, though thorough scouting 
of entire film field is being made, 


Moppet Serial Gets 
WBKB Daytime Airing 


Chicago, Feb. 11, 

WBKB, the Balaban & Katz video 
Station, made another pass at day- 
time television via an afternoon kid 
Presenting a variety pro- 
gram from 3 to 4 p.m. the station, 
cooperating with RCA Victor Dis- 
tributing Corp. and the Electric 
Assn. for the benefit of retail demon- 
stration purposes, is featuring fifteen 





want to get programming settled | 
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CAMPUS HOOPLA 
With Clair Bee, Bob Stanton, Jack 
Kilty, Anne Crowley, others 





from outlets in other key cities if| ppoaucers: Ernie Colling, Kea 

color is postponed to the future.| young 

Seven available channels in Los/ 15 Mins.; Friday, 8 p.m. 

Angeles have already been granted,| U. S. RUBBER 

and permits in most of the other WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

key cities are being handed out (Campbell-Ewald) 

rapidly by the FCC. Pe gg tags) months as a half. 

pond Sage Po 

If the FCC rules against its | Foopla” 1 A, ABA, he pus 


half that length in an apparent ef. 
fort to make it perk a little more, 


declared, but expend all its energies | Resembling a variety show in for. 


mat, the cut in time must also have 
meant a cut in cost, since the other 
15 minutes was necessarily given 
over to outside acts. Program in its 
present form is good entertainment 
running smoothly and offering the 
right kind of fresh, young 
tissément. 

“Hoopla” replaced U. S. Rubber’s 


divers 


“Friday Night Quarterback” on 
WNBT and, with the current em- 
phasis on basketball, Long Island 


U’s cage coach Clair Bee has suc. 
ceeded Lou Little, Columbia U's 
football coach. In a set resembling 
a college corner drugstore, Bee is 
interviewed by Bob Stanton on the 
current basketball games in Mane 
hattan. On the show caught (7), 
Harry Boyko St. John’s lanky cage 
star, sat in to offer his views. 

| Song and dance was provided by 
Jack Kilty and Anne Crowley. both 
lof the “Oklahoma” cast, and a 
bevy of cheesecakey young gals as 





cheerleaders. Kilty and Miss Crow- 
ley both sanz one tune in good 
style, obtaining their own music 


by the clever expedient of appar- 
ently putting a nickel in the juke 
box, which formed the focal point 
of the set. 

Uncomplicated show offered few 
problems for the cameras and produ- 
cers Ernie Colling of WNBT and 
Ken Young of the Campbell-Ewald 
agency carried it off okay. Agency 
is currently working on the idea of 
integrating its single commercial 
into the script, which didn’t come off 
too well in last Friday’s show be- 
cause of carelessness with produce 
tion of the filmed plug. Stal. 
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NOW— 
along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cosi! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 
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Gags Parodies Parodies Gods 
Get “PUNCH LINES” No. | or “PUNCH 


LINES” No. 2—each issue contains over 200 
sock gags—fresh, reaily clever. Especially 
perfect for comics, MC's, gagmen. dise jockeys. 
magicians, ete. ‘introductery offer: $! ex! 
Funny NEW paredies on standard hits, 5! 
each or 6 for $5. 





chapters of a film serial, “Adventures | 


of the Flying Cadets.” 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 West 43rd St. New York City 
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Radio's Arterio Sclerosis Danger 
Diagnosed by Dr. Dollar in Person 


Calling for a “cormnprehensive, 


painstaking, absolutely unbiased, 
continuing study of public reactions” 
to present-day radio, Robert F. 
Elder, Lever Bros, veepee over con- 
sumer research, warned broadcasters 
and ad agency execs last week that 
they could only continue to operate 
under private ownership and con- 
trol “as long as the American people 
believe that pattern of operation 
serves them better than any other | 





could.” 

Speaking on “The Client Looks at 
Radio in 1947” before the Radio Ex- 
ecutives Club at the Hotel Roose- 
velt, N. Y., last Thursday (6), Elder 
declared that “we are false to our 
trust if we seek temporary individ- 
ual profits at the expense of the 
public goodwill of radio as a whole.” | 
He pulled no punches in warning 
the execs of the pitfalls that lay be- | 
fore them if they continued to re- | 
main oblivious to public goodwill. 
With Lever Bros. one of the top| 
spenders on radio today, his state- | 
ment was considered especially im- | 
portant among REC members. 

Apparently omitting purposely 
any reference to the FCC or the 
Blue Book, Elder pointed out that | 
the most serious charge against the 
radio industry today is that “we do | 
not know enough about where we 
stand with the public, not only as | 
to the over-all picture, but also as | 
to specific practices.” Actual con- 
structive use of a public relations 
study now, he declared, would be to 
discover “just where and why radio 
may be failing in its job of public 
service, either by sins of commission 
or by sins of omissions.” In addition, 
he said, such a study would “pro- 
duce the evidence to confound self- 
appointed critics” if present radio | 
policies and practices are correct. | 


Plugs ‘Obtrusive 


Noting that any advertising so) 
“inevitably obtrusive” as_ radio's 
would be certain to rouse some irri- | 
tation, Elder declared that the prob- 
lem lay in determining the point 
“where advertising goes beyond | 
what people tolerate as a reasonable 
quid pro quo for the entertainment 
they get, and becomes a source of 
active annoyance.” Elder challenged 
the broadcasters that their decisions 
on what constituted a reasonable 
amount of advertising are “entirely 
arbitrary, and that you have no way 
of knowing what is reasonable and 
proper amount of advertising time.” 
Noting the difficulty of getting @r- 
rect factual measurements, he de- 
clared that modern research tech- 
niques should prove adequate for the 
job. 

“The same thing goes for many of 
the other questions you have to de- | 
cide, or may have to decide in the 
future,” he said. “What about ‘hitch- 
hikes’ and ‘cow-catchers’ and station- 
break announcements? The only re-" 
search I have seen on these points is 
ludicrous. What about singing com- | 
mercials? Are they really as tire- | 
some as some critics say, or is the | 
wave of commentary, gags and car- 
toons about them evidence that they 
have caught on and are amusing, as 
well as selling the public?” In order 
to defend their position on such mat- 
ters beyond “assuming a stuffy air 
of righteousness,” the entire burden 
of proof rests with the broadcasters 
and ad agencies, Elder declared. 


Pointing out the unfairness of try- 
ing to deprive the public of what 
it wants to hear, as well as trying to | 
cram shows down peoples’ throats 
who don't want them, Elder noted | 


that the systenmy of ratings would | 


| 


work much better if ratings were | 
“really fully representative of all | 
the radio listeners in the country” 
instead of catering mostly to the | 
majority tastes. Because of current 
rating practices, he said, advertisers 
today won't venture into “new and | 
untried fields, which may produce | 
fairly low ratings, yet still create 
listeners at a lower cost per thou- | 
Sand than some of the high-rating 
‘big-name’ shows.” He added: 
Just Whe Listens? 


“There is not enough attention 
given to the qualitative makeup of 
the audiences which can be obtained 
With different types of programs 
Many an advertiser pays a big price 
for a large number of assorted lis- 
teners, when he could at much lower 
cost attract just as many potential 
prospects for his product as he gets 
in the bigger.group. Again we come 
down to the fact that not enough 
is known about radio listening habits 
and the preferences of different 
kinds of people.” 

Elder noted that the competition 


;SO conspicious 


for high ratings was skyrocketing 
the cost of big name talent, and that 
the inevitable splitting of the total 
audience because of more networks, 
more stations and more programs 
cut down the audience for each in- 
dividual program. Only solution, he 


declared, is a “rebirth of the vitality, 
the fact-finding enthusiasm, and the 


| willingness to experiment that were 


10 or 15 years ago 
when radio was a youngster ‘on the 
make,’ ” 





No Hearst P.A. 
Washington, Feb. 11. 

FCC Commissioner Rosel Hyde 
yesterday (10) refused to sub- 
poena William Randolph Hearst 
to appear at a Baltimore hearing, 
Feb. 25, to testify on why he 
should be allowed to continue to 
operate WBAL. 

Newsmen Drew Pearson and 
Bob Allen had asked the FCC to 
require testimony from the 83- 
year-old publisher, who owns all 
capital.stock of WBAL, Counsel 
for Pearson and Allen indicated 
they would appeal the FCC rul- 
ing. Hyde said the contenders 
for WBAL could call for Hearst’s 
appearance again in the 
of the proceeding. 


course 





| 


Indies Show 187, B.O. Hike For 
‘46, With Net Affiliates Up .% 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Dough continued to roll into the 
broadcasters’ pockets in even greater 
quantity in 1946 than in 1945, FCC 
said today. Commission announced 
that, on the basis of preliminary 
financial reports, net time sales of 
webs and standard broadcast stations 
during 1946 increased by 7% over 
1945, previous record year. 

The reports cover the four major 
webs and their 10 key stations, three 
regional networks, and 751 individ- 
ual stations. The same 751 stations 





in 1945 accounted for 97.7% of the 
net time sales of all stations, 
Network hikes in time sales were 
less spectacular percentage-wise than 
those of individual stations. Net 
sales of the four webs and their key 
outlets amounted to $70,008,962—an 
increase of 2% over 1945, while three 
out of five regional webs reported a 
10% drop from 1945. The 751 in- 
dividual stations, on the other hand, 
increased their sales by 9.2%. 
Independent stations registered 
(Continued on page 34) 





























WCKY 





The Nation’s Leading Independent Station 





In October, November, December, 1946, Hooper Survey— 


WCKY Delivered More Audience, 8:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M., Monday- 
Friday, Than Any Other Cincinnati Station, Except One. 


. 


The October, November, December, 1946, Hooper Survey Shows That WCKY 
Programs Deliver— 


Afternoon MAKE BELIEVE BALLROOM—Over 26% of Audience 
Evening DAILY HIT PARADE—Over 25% of Audience 
Evening WALTZ TIME—Over 18% of Audience 


In October, November, December, 1946, the WCKY Jamboree— 


(8:00 P.M.-12:00 Midnite, Sun.-Sat.) Pulled 236,000 Pieces 
Direct Sales Mail. 


WCKY’s Mail for the Month of January, 1947, Totalled 113,809 Pieces 








BUCKLEY'S MIXTURE 
ZERBST PHARMACAL.. 
CLEVELAND CLEANER 
SEARS ROEBUCK 
Vio) a ee eR has cactvees tal 


WCKY 


The Nation's Leading Independent Station 


eereeneeenneneeee 


oeeeeereeerenneene eee 


ameseeosteeaeeGeeeosne® ome € 6600 © 


WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL NATIONAL SPOT 
ACCOUNTS WHICH HAVE PLACED NEW SCHEDULES ON WCKY 
IN THE LAST 90 DAYS: 


NATIONAL BISCUIT CO................ McCann-Erickson, New York 
COTE BOP U DUO. ore tcl hea e asuets William Esty, New York 
COLGATE DENTAL CREAM.................... Ted Bates, New York 
REPUBLIC PICTURESs ooo. c cae cece cece. Donahue & Coe, New York 
GROVES 4-WAY COLD TABLETS................. Tarcher, New York 
MUELLER MACARONI...... aS yanthats shaken Duane Jones, New York 
RALEIGH CIGARETTES..................-0005. Ted Bates, New York 
FORD MOTORS. . «2.005... ccm cence J. Walter Thompson, New York 
MONTICELLO DRUG.................. Gahagan, Turnbull, New York 
OLDSMOBILE......... auf. Siw, oy ee eey > D. P. Brother, Detroit 


CALL FREE & PETERS FOR AVAILABILITIES 


.Grant Advertising, Toronto 
...Olian Advertising, St. Louis 
...Bayless-Kerr, Cleveland 
Roche, Williams, Chicago 
Chas. Storm, New York ~ 








INVEST YOUR AD DOLLAR WCKY’S-LY 


THE L. B. WILSON STATION 





WCKY 





CINCINNATI 
FIFTY THOUSAND WATTS OF SELLING POWER 











_— 


Bonin 


eo 


| 
7 


























RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, February 12, 1947 





- |Broo 


klyn's Tree Grows Wisdom, Too, |frotiow 





ww 


omment: 
++ 


+ 
www oe 











e + e re > ah ied 
| ts i t le Warren B. Francis, new National 
Press Club prez and ex-VARIETY 


The popular conception that the 
m:jor item of concern in the Bor- 
ough of Brooklyn is laffaire Lippy 


end Laraine and the pennant possi-| possible to grow smart and literate 
bilities of Dem Bums was given a_| kids as well as trees in Brooklyn. 


jolt Friday (7) when WNBC (NEC, | 
W.Y.), put on “Salute to Brooklyn” | 
in which that segment of civilization 
was toasted on 16 varied programs | 
throughout the day. 


The program was part of an am- 
bitious series of “Salute” within 
WNBC’s listening radius being un- 
dertaken by the station, with pre- 
vious kudos extended to Bayonne, 
Yonkers, Jersey City and Paterson. 

WNBC even put on the raiment of | 
respectability on the hoyendish | 
Brooklyn territory. After listening | 
to a few of these sessions it becomes | 
possible for the listener to wonder | 
if Brooklyn has been maligned all 
these years. Perhaps in Brooklyn, | 


| 


it could be that there are worse | 


catastrophies than a drubbing by the | 
St. Louis Cards or even the lowly | 
Jints. It may also be that certain | 
intellectual circles there aren’t hold- | 
ing their breath while Lippy is sep- | 
arcted from his one true love: 

One may also discover that all | 
Brooklynites don’t speak Brooklyn- 
ese, but a good brand of English | 
with an accent that isn’t at all pe- 
culiar. Not all jabber like Hortense 
and Girard on the Henry Morgan 
show, and many talk of items of uni- | 
versal concern, 

WNBC put on four special pro- | 
grams from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in which 
it was possible to make all these 
discoveries, The first was tran- 
scribed from a record taken in a 
plane flying over the borough, in 
which various residents, in a quiz 
session, pointed out major attrac- 
tions in that borough which included 
the Brooklyn Museum, Borough 
Park, and of course, Ebbetts Field. 
In another session, Bob Smith chat- 
ted with school kids at P.S. 1. It 
proved that kids aren’t born with 
that accent. 


‘Young Brooklyn’ Speaks 


But the major items showing the 
wealth of intellectual life and an 
awareness ©f the more important 
things in life was evidenced by the 
programs “Young Brooklyn Speaks” 
and “Brooklyn Goes to Church.” In 
the former, a collection of high 
school paper editors were inter- 
viewed on the subject of juvenile 
delinquency. Their discussion 








| distribution of the three major re- 


| off early 
| Farmer” program when a Brooklyn 


| ough, much of the polish and variety 


ition, sports outfit organized by Crime | 


; agencies 





Washington, disclosed a 


mugg in ‘ 
Z voice and sound judgment 


pertinent answers to questions re- good mike vo 2 > aed 
lating to this important subject. It’s | as guester with — in -¥ yo tes: 
true that these kids are above aver- |Tex McCrary from 


i ++? I asked him some __ leading 
age stripe but they proved that it’s en a» cCrary is an old news- 


hawk himself, and his wife accents 
the fact he is trying to “make her a 
good reporter”—but Francis handled 
four civic leaders discussed the sub- | himself well. The accent naturally 
ject of interfaith cooperation. It’s | was on politics, etc.....WH. 
pointed out that there’s a fairly even | jockey Roger Q. Lewis is in love 
with the old Ted Weerns recording 
lof “Heartaches” and gave it a gala 
ride, with repeated plugfests, repris- 
ing the Decca platter a number of 


In “Brooklyn Goes to Church,” 





ligions and, except for isolated in- 
stances—condemned by all responsi- 
ble elements—there’s no racial 
nationalistic conflict. 

Station’s tribute to Brooklyn teed 
morning on the “Modern 





ABC’s “World Security Workshop” 
wound up its first cycle last week 


> w , “ “ : (6) with another click show, taking 
boy who had never viewed rural life its place alongside the net's “Hiro- 


was interviewed while making his | broadcast of last summer. 


sit ; | shima” 
first farm visit. Climax of the day |i, one, reporting on former Sec- 


was Kenneth Banghart’s reading of | retary of War Henry L. Stimson’s 
WNBC’s tribute to that section. ‘article in Harpers mag on “The De- 
Although Brooklyn got the best of | cision to Use the Atomic Bomb,” did 
the tributes, the WNBC production | away ame all a at gens 
staff gave out with a rather unpro- | tion, relying on @ Ss raight re 
fessional job. In attempting to bring by Joe — oe re 
out the home-tyne flavor of the bor- eves Age ge the content home 
|radiowise. As in “Hiroshima,” pro- 
|duction showed once more that 
straight reading, sensibly divided 
among a few trained voices, can be 
as exciting as a slic: whodunit—if the 
stuff read is of intrinsic importance. 


of the usual programming were 
gone. Staff would have done better 
to break up the four special pro- 
grams with a musical or variety ses- 
sion. The hour-long gabfest was too 
much, despite the fact that different 
topics were discussed, “One World Or None,” WMCA’s 

However, Brooklyn, according to | dramat series on atomic energy, re- 
the day’s broadcasts, emerged as an/| duced its scope to a simple human 
average, healthy and colorful Ameri- | tragedy last Friday night (7) and 


ity : : -. |thereby increased its effectiveness. 
Sah Sean < Se ee | Story concerned itself with the last 











all along. Jose. man to be killed by an atomic bomb 
—a scientist who died from radia- 

tion burns following an incident in 

TIME OUT an experiment conducted one year 
With Bill Campbell, Joe Thomas, an- | after the war's end. Script was a 
nouncer professionally vailored piece, avoided 


Producer: Jack Charest 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10-10:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 


the oracular tone and the discursive 
quality which characterized some 
of tne previous dramats in the series. 





WCAU, Philly |Show was also marked by good 
This is a new quiz show for teen- | thesping which made the program 
age boys carried on with the bless- | theatrically persuasive, if not too 


ings of the Philly Sandlots Associa- | profound. 
Scripter Dexter Masters, in an 
and ‘other | epilog, made a brief pitch in behalf 
fighting juvenile delin- | of the show, pointing out the neces- 
sity for wide public education in 
the meaning of atomic energy. He 
,confessed that he had no specific 
program to contain the demonic 
energy of the atom but that the so- 
lution was implicit in the series’ 
| title. 


Prevention Committee, 


quency. 
Bill Campbell, sports director of 
WCAU, handles the show, which is 
combo of “Professor Quiz” and “In- 
formation, Please.” First 15 minutes 
is devoted to studio audience of kids 
shooting questions on sports via 
traveling mike at panel of “experts.” 
When caught the experts included | y 
Joe Lord and Norman Butts, leading | given to those who know the right 
Philly collegiate basketball stars,| answers. Joe Thomas, staff spieler, 
and a couple of lads from the two| does a smart job of handling the 
sandlot clubs which were special | moppets in the audience, with Camp- 
guests in the audience. bell keeping fast pace to show with 











showed an awareness of socio-eco- 
nomic conditions that made it possi- 
ble for them to give germaine and 
LL ET 


Second half, trick is reversed with | rapid-fire chatter. : 
| the “experts” quizzing the audience , Show listens good with enthusiasm 
with prizes of sports equipment of young audience catching. Shal. 
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LARRY FINLEY 


announces the opening of new offices of ... 


TRANSCRIPTIONS CO. 








Eastern Sales Headquarters 
546 FIFTH AVE. 
NEW YORK CITY 


Wisconsin 7-8285 





Western Sales and Poduction 


747 SO. HILL STREET 
LOS ANGELES 


MUtual 4879 
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PRODUCERS AND SOLE DISTRIBUTORS OF 


“MYRT and MARGE” 


130-15 minute open-end transcriptions now available. 


“FLIGHT with MUSIC” 


39-15 minute open-end musica! variety shows, starring 


with quest artists ... Desi Arnaz 
Johnny Desmond... . 


Danny O'Neil 
Claude Thornhill . . . Miquelito Valdez 


. Henry Youngman. 





additional 130 shows are now in pre-production. 


ion Hutton, Nat Brusiloff's Orchestra, Herb Sheldon 
. « « Clark Sisters... 
Ray Eberle . . . . Bob Eberly 
Tito Guizar .. . Gene Krupa... Phil Moore... 
.+« Tony Pastor... Carl Ravarza ... 
... Jerry Wayne 








confidentially. 





WANTED—EXPERIENCED SALESMEN 


Transcription salesmen ... here's an excellent opportunity for high earnings. Some choice 
|| P territories still available. ok 


Apply by mail te either office. 


All inquiries will be treated 
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; ATTENTION OUTSIDE PRODUCERS 


With our present sales organization, we are equipped te handle up te six edditicnal outside 
shows at this time. 


if you have a sales problem, please contact us immediately. 


..WHN disk | 


OT! times. in between the commercials. | 


THIS IS JAZZ 


Roberts, Cyrus St. Clair 
Writer: 
Producer: 
30 Mins.; Sat., 2:30 p.m. 
WOR, N. Y. 


new jazz music show, to be given a 


weekly spot on WOR by listener de- 
mand after one 
ance, made one observation on the 
debut that was a clean strike. He 
rapped the “hectic noises that far 
tow often today passes as jazz.” He 
wasn’t kidding. 

| Many jazz followers, 
| too, often heat themselves 
praise of performances 
| “jazz” given by individually fine 
| musicians (and some who are not) 
who get together only occasionally. 
| They feel that since the men in- 
| dividually are great their work col- 
lectively must be also. This same 
judgment is applied to the infre- 
quent get-togethers of widely known 
name bandleaders in one group. That 
they’re great individually doesn’t al- 
ways prove they're great collective- 
ly, but the raves go on. 





up in 


musicians listed above do a good 
show and if they continue the brand 
of music performed on this debut 
program it’s quite possible that they 


can do something for jazz, The 
grouping of cornet, clarinet, trom- 
bone, piano, guitar, drums and bass 


turned out some mighty fine music, 
well paced and nicely scheduled so 
that almost each man in the outfit 
got to solo. They played with spirit. 
Occasionally, their methods of com- 
| plementing one another’s work give 
| the impression they are using ar- 
rangements rather than working ad 
lib. 

While the musical portion is ex- 
cellent, Blesh’s commenting 


stand improvement. He seemed stiff 


not the objection. His script, if i 
is one, could be better written to 
make clearer the histories of songs 
and musicians and could go a little 
deeper into each without stemming 
the pace of the show (this one was 
very fast). 

Material used on this program was 
well chosen, too, since it got away 
from the usual items one hears when 
jazz bands get going. There were a 
couple of the hackneyed titles, like 
“Muskrat Ramble,” but on the whole 
there seems to be an attempt to 
| take a different road. Blesh and his 
| men deserve a nod. Wood. 





THESE ARE AMERICANS, TOO 
Writer-Director: Reverie Vance 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WEVD, N. Y. 


The Radio Actors’ Workshop, an 
inter-racial group, launched a series 
of plays on the small New York 
indie, WEVD, Sunday (9), the aim 
being to project the contributions by 
Negroes to the building of America. 
The initial installment concerned the 
life of a Negro family in Georgia, 
their bitter struggle for security and 





| Son who as a doctor was accepted 


| 


could do. 





— has set for itself a meritorious 
| Soa , the premiere broadcast by no 
/means measured up to the ideals be- 
hind the series. Even excusing the 
limited facilities of the station, the 
elementary dramaturgy, further 
po gre by a feeble production 


affording episodes to support 
platforms expounded. 
acceptance of the young Negro doc- 
tor by the poor whites became con- 
fused with brief lectures on medicine 
and extraneous family orations on 
the equality of man, Unfortunately, 
the acting and direction were on a 
par with the script. Rose. 





With Rudi Bilesh, Muggsy Spanier, 
Alfred Nicholas, George Bruneis, 
Danny Barker, Baby Dedds, Lucky 


Rudi Blesh, commentator on this 


giveaway, 
tion is Armour’s new venture into 
network promotion which has a hot 
housefrau angle. 
life more beautiful for the gal in 
the house brings ladies before the 
mike to 
which should prove ginger peachy 
in easing the little lady’s chores. © 


isolated perform-4 





and critics, | 


labeled as | 


an emcee who offers an 
sincere interest as the hopefuls re. 
late their little original schemes, 
which sometimes make 
giggles. For instance, listeners have 
been let in on how to keep hubby 
from pulling all of the bedclothes to 
his side. 


Be that as it may, Blesh and the | 


studio jury. 
acter of “Beagle,” assumes duties of 
describing prizes 
and helps provide 
eagerly consumed by a happy mar- 
ket. 








could | 


and ill at ease when this show be- | 


gan, but soon ironed out. But that’s morning show that should meet with 

t | much 
when Sol Glantz, 
chided Press Radio Editor Stan An- 
derson into retracting statement that 
no one listens to shows prior to 9 
a.m. by saying he—Anderson—would 
answer all calls to his home in the 
a.m. 


for hours, 
admitted his 
WHK asked listeners to write in and 
state what they would like to hear 
most on an early 
the more than 550 letters, 
almost unanimously asked for: No 
jive, but sweet music to ease pain of 
getting out of a warm bed and wak- 
ing up; 
voice who isn’t the cheery, bouncy, 
effervescent spieler that won't startle 
them into awakening: weather fore- 
casts; the time, and news headlines 
so that they can fortify themselves 
for the day’s struggle. 


pugting on the air. 
of calm music; the time is given at 
least six times 
stanza; headlines come about four 
times during the show: the weather 





the ultimate goal achieved by the! 


and so permitted to show what he | 


Though the Radio Actors’ Work-| 





and some poor casting, made the 
effort rather pitiful. 
The story itself was choppy, just | 


the | 
The actual | 


rT, 


HINT HUNT 
With Chuck Acree, Reggie Cross: an. 


nouncer, Don Gerdon 


Producer: Georgene O'Donnel! 
15 


ARMOUR 
WBBM-CBB, Chicago 


min.; 


Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p. 
(CST) P.m,, 


(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
Cross betwixt public service, 
and audience participa- 


Attempt to make 


pass on household hints 


Show, which has been 


aired for 


several weeks on a trial local basis 

”" 
seems to have developed enough in. 
| terest in that the studio never lacks 


for ladies who are eager to help 
their neighbors, as well as get a 
chance at some of the lush giveaway 
stuff. : 


Chuck Acree proves capable as 


apparent 


for real 


Winning gimmicks are selected by 
Reggie Cross, in char- 
amid the sighs, 


corn which is 


| EARLY BIRDS 

Writer: Ethel Beros 

Producer: Bert Koeblitz 

Director: Jack Hines 

3@ Mins., Mon. thru Friday, 6:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WHK, Cleveland 


What started out as a publicity gag 

been worked into a pleasant 
listener began 
station’s flack, 


appeal. It 


With phone jangling incessantly 
Anderson called quits, 
error. Meanwhile, 


bird stanza. In 
listeners 


announcer with mellow 


And go that’s what the station is 
There's plenty 


in the 30-minute 


(Continued on page 34) 
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‘ “Daa worried. Coach says they ali eat Wheaties.” 
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WMC Super-Duper 
FMer Gets Okay 


‘ Memphis, Feb. 11. 
WMC, the Commercial Appeal sta- 
tion in Memphis, has been licensed 
to operate WMC-FM, which will be 
in full power operation by late 
December of this year, on a fre- | 
quency of 93.5 megacycles, or chan- | 
nel 228, with a power of 515,000) 
watts. That’s top gun on anybody’s 
kilocycle. 





rere : . anc é 
Sebel Station is part of the college’s radio id th . . 
In the meantime, WMC expects to| eyrriculum., and every phase of d casting Co., Centralia, I1l., all sought 
] , an pna I radio » y 
introduce FM broadcasting to Mem-| from elling to broadcasti1 he 1430 ke. permit. While the 
phis ind the Midsouth in about 60! tgupht is being mulled by FCC, the R 
days, starting with 18,000. watts The plan to inaugurate a radio ' pally egncsin “as ™ 
Around Sept. 1 the powe vill be} dept started last March } } — learing and amended a 
Al ‘ < t iaSt iVi« l ¢ < " 4 2 ‘ TT} 
stepped up 10 103.000 watts. with the dozen outstandin; authoritie irom _ para 4 request of WIL, S 
inal step-up to 515,000 watts to come adio and -advertisin industr writen piece ) 
helore the first of 1 Vy Cal vers vited to f¢ ! | } : , rom ott 
Vi ( LO nul ¢ pia ‘ > ’ ‘ 

Th step-up nowel process Arthur F Rekart. chief engineer of 1430 } nvoived ) he 

planned because the equipment for; KXOK, was assigned to install a 


the fullpower operation will not be 
immediately available Equipment 


for the 18,000-wait operation is ex-| dios, etc The college station has ; 
pected to arrive soon. Delivery of | new high fidelity, professional dupli- Pittsburgh, Feb. 11 
materials for the power increase to! cate recording equipment, and is John L. Merdian has been ap- 


103,000 by Sept. 1 1s promised, with 
the materials for the full operation 


| College, 
|it broadcasts 





College Radio Studios 
Set With New Gadgets 


For Full-Scale Course’ 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

A most modern radio station has 
been put into operation at Stephens 
Columbia, Mo. Although 
within the college | 
campus Only, it is equipped to feed 
any national network. 

In addition, WWC maintains a line | 


RADIO 
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AN BROKEN AS IKFI-NBC Battle Bursts Out Anew, 
Station Gripes Ys. AFRA-Net Deal 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. | 

The News- Democrat Publishing | 
Co., publisher of a daily in Belle- | 
ville, Ill., 14 miles from St. Louis. 


boact weote hroakna 
t week broke 


a: e a three-way squab- 
ble for permission to operate a new 
radio station on 1430 ke. when it 


amended its application at the sug- 
gestion of FCC and sought a permit 
on 1230 ke. 


Ey er- 
NBC 
burst into flame again this week. In 


a scathing wire to the net, copies olf 


| to KFRU, Columbia, through which 
KXOK, St. Louis, may be fed. The 


modern 
drew the plans for remodeling stu- 


equipped to 
broadcasts and shortwave programs 


The newspaper, the Metropolitan 
Broadcasting Co., also of Belleville, 
Southern [Illinois Broad- 


broadcasting station. He 


receive AM pointed general manager of town’s 


newest radio station, WPIT, by John 


and FM 


which 
throughout the industry, the station 
charges 


CONSDI1I 


ana 
MERDIAN’S WPIT TAKEOVER th 
filiates in the 
AFRA 
warning that the same should not b 
permitted to happen in th 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


mouldering was 


entitled to a 
said the 


sepa 
static 


feud between 


affiliate KFI. However, 


and _ its here, 


ference in the KFI cont 
arrived at from that 
for the nets. 


were virtually syndicated 


it has been the victim of a 


ssn sual . wish 


boiling wire, “and 
acy between 


vou that we are thorou 


recently concluded 


negotiations, and hurling the 
Pittsburgh, 


current 


Pittsburgh’s _ biggest 


agreed 


h) 


rate 


had agreed with the station that it 
deal. 


yn, AFRA 
and the nets continued to negotiate 


on the basis of there being no dif- 


act to be 
upon 


“We have this in writing,” said the 


to assure 


ana Americal i | oO ) 4 
b kies I ree ra ; ting legal recourse to collu- 
.ED ( It continue KF] ale 
i AFRA é ) ( ' 
‘ lad separate arrceme - 
a6! ) 
‘ 1 announ ns 
8) i ‘ t 
l \ d 
] Tr > 
wor t 
V DA : at of 
el Dp , 
: ‘ S a letWwol 
thy t< le lin 
} Tit " | aQiil oO t te ne ‘ ste f; 
naustiryvy associations, prot 
. ; ition 
practice of nets speaking for al- 


BARBASOL’S PITT. DISK DEAL 


Feb. 11 


commercial 


sponsol 1S 


lub.” 


yllins the 


, . 7 : . : a negotiations with the American 

to arrive throughout the year. Hale Aarnes is in charge of the F Laux, managing director of the Fede anions ed Music ‘a It ‘ proeram under a single 

» — . St . . .  ¢ i ) L Sicilians t 1¢ » y ’ . 

An antenna for WMC-FM will be | course. Friendly Group Stations, which also manded that nets not include KFI art. KDKA’s “Midniters’ C 
erected atop a new tower to be con- ——_—____ — include WSIV in Steuvenville. O.: : hich j lisk-iockeved bv Bill Rrant 
ms ; TvEDr . pmorus reel t on was ‘ . : 
structed at WMC's present transmit- WFPG in Atlantic City and WKNY | eget { rg - ; Barbasol is now  bankre 
ting plant outside Memphis. The ; gag ate Maurer has re-' in Kingston, N, Y BE SSCS, VECRUENS OF Olmer Cor é d a half hou 
: wee “nec s tass R anager rprr , P . 

tower will be 753 feet above the} oy wake: 11S post as ales managet WPIT, which expects to be on Westinghouse station. 
ground, giving it a height of 620 feet 0 after a year and a half, the air by April on 730 ke with 1.- recently concluded AFRA Little-known fact to 


above the average terrain in the 


Midsouth area, 


|leave of 
Ohio network. 


absence to organize the 000 watts, is the sixth and first new 


station in Pittsburgh since 1932. 


nevotiations 
KFI 


“noresumed” to. embrace 
the wire AFRA 


listeners is that Brant hil 


complained professional musician. 


program's 
nself is a 





The antenna and the RCA trans- 
mitter will be the new type recently | 
designed by RCA engineers. 

Radio déalers and suppliers in 
the Memphis area are stocked with 
FM receivers awaiting the station’s 
initial broadcast. 

H. W. Slavick is general manager 
of the station and E. C. Frase, Jr., 
is technical supervisor and-~ chief 
engineer, 


Plugs-With-Ketchup Biz 
Prepares to Spill Over 
When New Lines Hook Up 


Storecast Corp., which 
its business of piping commercial 
spots and transcribed music into 
super-markets seven months ago, is 
blueprinting expansion plans after 
winding up the initial period of 
operations on a solid financial foot- 
ing. Currently limiting its coverage 
to about 80 markets in southern 
New England and in N. Y. state, the 
outfit is preparing to penetrate into 
the rest of the N. E. territory as 
soon as telephone lines are available. 
George H. Hennessy, formerly gro- 
cery store merchandiser for BBD&O, 
joined Storecast Feb. 1 to super- 
vise expansion of the system. 

Storecast is supplying music and 
plugs to stores on a nine-hour a day 
basis from two studios located in 
Bridgeport and Hartford. Manu- 
facturers of 33- grocery products 
have bought the ad servicé which 
comprises a series of 30-second spots 
repeated regularly throughout store 
hours. 

Storecast recently inaugurated a 
new service, permitting advertisers 
to make brief pitches for their 
product -to store managers before 
Opening time. Chain of First Na- 
tional Stores, in which the service 
is now installed, is also using Store- 
cast facilities as an inter-communi- 
cation system to keep managers 
posted on sudden price changes and 
other policy matters. 


KAISER-FRAZER USING 
KFWB FOR TEST SHOW 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

KFWB will be proving grounds 
for Kaiser-Frazer. Concern is ready- 
ing for its Pacific plunge with a 
tryout on local before making a net- 
work swing. Auto makers will 
launch new type of program com- 
bining theatre, films and ether with 
all details of theatre showcasting 
and starting date in the fire now. 

Under the heading of “Hollywood 
Auditions,” “show will run 30 min- 
utes five times weekly. Format is to 
give theatrical aspirants an overall 
test which will present them on a 
theatre stage before an audience 
while their broadcast audition is be- 
ing filmed. Applicants will first be 
interviewed with ensuing tests de- 
vised to suit their backgrounds. Ma- 
terial will be framed around their 
replies as to why they think they 
are suited to thesping. 

Applications will be distributed | 
through K-F dealers, and Max Fac- | 
tor will see that testees are prop- | 
erly made up. 
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Five in the morning probably is the middle 
of the night at your house. Chances are 
you haven't been up at that early hour 
since New Year's Eve. Yet you can hit pay 
- ditt while you sleep! Thousands of the 
400,006 farm families in WBBM’s five-state 
territory are up {and listening to their 
radios) by 5:00 a.m. And WBBM is reach- 

\ ing them with “The Country Hour.” . 
The earliest farm service feature 
aired by any Chicago station, “The Country 
Hour” stores a daily beat with market 
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Saturday). Then watch your sales grow! 
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| HIT PAY DIRT WHILE YOU SLEEP! © 


tures interviews between agricultural 
authorities and emcee Harry Campbell, — : 
who knows that a farmer's shop talk is _ 
crop talk...and offers a unique service to 
rural housewives three mornings a week 
~information farm wives want to know | 
and like to hear by the well-known farm 
home adviser, Gladys Blair. 

H you want to hit pay dirt while you 
sleep, ask us or Radio Sales to plant your 
advertising message on “The Country 
Hour” (5:09-6:00 a.m., Monday through 
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FCC Dilemma Over Teletint |) Awaits Transmitter Test 





| Continued from page 28 
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30-tube color set, which costs ap- 
proximately 20% more than a com- 
parable black and white unit. 
3—CBS: and RCA -witnesses drew 
fire on the nearness of RCA’s simul- 
taneous color process. CBS counsel 


Julius Brauner wrung admission 
that C. B. Jolliffe, director of re- 
search for RCA, had earlier esti- 
mated four-and-a-half years would 
be required to standardize simul- 
taneous cplor Engstrom told the 
FCC yesterday that RCA and the 


rest of the industry could agree on 
standards within 18 months and RCA 
could be in retail production of the 
electronic color sets in three-and-a- 
half years. 


Dr. Selig Hecht, Columbia Univ. 


biophysicist, bore the brunt of CBS | 


testimony during today’s morning 
session as he tore into the statement 
made yesterday by Raibourn to the 
effect that the rods and cones of the 
eye conflict with each other when 
viewing color video pictures. Dr. 
Hecht' also supported the CBS sys- 
tem, declaring he'd found it pro- 
duces a picture “adequate in bright- 
ness. color resolution, contrast and 
freedom from intrusive flicker.” 


Concentrated grilling of Dr. Hecht | 
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by Denny, Smith and Dr. DuMont, 
however, seriously weakened the 
CBS testimony as it was brought out 
that he is apparently not the ex- 
pert on television that he is on bio- 
| physics. 
seen only the CBS color demonstra- 
tion in N. Y., but had not seen the 
color against black and white com- 
parative tests, nor the RCA simul- 
taneous system. As for black and 
white. he’d seen demonstrations only 
He also admitted 


in dealers’ stores. 


that higher definition color pictures | 


might be obtained without any 
flicker via the RCA method, and 
that he was employed as a consul- 
tant by CBS 

Dr. Goldmark and RCA’ witnesses 
were slated for 
| this afternoon. T. A. M. Craven, vee- 
| pee of Cowles Broadcasting, 
former member of the FCC, is ex- 
pected to testify in support of CBS 
|tomorrow (Wednesday) with the 
| declaration that the FCC should not 
base its decision on the obsolescence 
question but rather on the technical 
feasibility of the two methods. 


Tests In New York 
What use 
| proponents 
| testimony 


their 
tests 


would make in 
of the propagation 
| conducted last week with CBS’ col- 
lor field equipment, meanwhile, re- 
|mained to be seen. Tests were 
leonducted last Wednesday (5) 
| through Sunday (9), with RCA, 
| DuMont and Philco engineers at- 
|tempting to determine whether ‘the 
'CBS ultra-high frequency signal 
'could be received in anything but a 
line-of-sight transmission. 

CBS, which originally refused to 
|make its equipment available, co- 
| operated to the extent of providing 
|a color receiver, in addition to the 
black and white receiver asked for. 
| Receiver was installed last Wednes- 
|day in the home of Finster MacIn- 
| tosh, prez of Philco International in 
| Bronxville. Signal from the field 
| transmitter was reportedly good, 
| with the color more clearly defined 
than in the CBS N. Y.—Tarrytown 
| test several weeks ago. 
Monochrome backers, however, 
were also satisfied with the results, 
claiming there were several places 
where the low-band black and 
| white signal was received where the 
| high-frequency color signal did not 
|}come through. Reason, according to 
the black and white camp, was be- 
cause the ultra-higg frequency sig- 
,nal worked on the same principal 
as radar and would _ therefore 
| bounce’ back from any object in its 
j path, setting up a multiplicity of 
| signals between the transmitter and 





through to the receiver. 






















ON TARGET 


Even when it looks easy, the ball doesn’t 
» drop into the basket by itself. 11 takes 
energy, skill and experience to score con- 
sistently ... which is why so many of Amer- 
ice’s finest radio stations have chosen Weed 


and Company to represent them. ‘ 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 





NEW YORK - BOSTON - CHICAGO - DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD 











Hecht admitted that he had | 


cross-examination | 


and | 


the black and white | 


DuMont Return to Air 


| Date for the return to the air of 
WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. tele outlet, 
has not yet been set and will depend 
/on how soon tests can be completed 
following the installation of the 
| station’s new high-power transmitter. 
Transmitter, built by RCA and the 
| first of its kind to be installed, will 
| boost WABD’s sending power to 22.5 
| kilowatts. With weather permitting, 
|DuMont execs hoped to have the 
| scaffolding torn down this week and 
to begin experimenting with a test 
pattern immediately afterwards. 
'Tests will determine the 
signal strength for all 
| provide the best sound and picture. 
DuMont expects to come back with 


the same broadcasting schedule that | 


was in effect before the station shut 
down and to hypo its programming 


| Sradually from there. 





KSD Tele on Am 
‘With 51 Programs; 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

P--ting its planned sked by 30 
| days, KSD, owned and operated by 
|the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, began 
| broadcasting television programs 
Saturday (8) and thus claimed to be 
the first newly equipped postwar 
|tele station in the U. S.:‘to go on 
the air, and No. 1 among newspaper- 
owned stations. Several days before 
the kickoff, KSD successfully tele- 
vised several events. A-corps of 
|engineers, under the guidance of 
|Robert Coe, the station’s chief en- 
|gineer, gave the green light for the 
actual start of public programming 
| The station’s tele sked calls for 
51 programs weekly to be seen over 
receivers in the cocktail lounge of a 
downtown hotel, several department 
stores, and a public utility company. 
During the current week RCA-Vic- 
| $5 expects to install 100 tele re- 
ceivers in residences, hotels, depart- 
|ment stores, etc., and have 300 more 
| available for sale. General Electric 
|also expects to have sets available 
for purchase. 

The kickoff Saturday (8) con- 
lsisted of a talk by the station’s 
|special events director; a sports in- 
terview with some local celebs by 
the paper’s sport staff writes, “Man 
on the Street” interviews, and an 
Arthur Murray dance demonstra- 
tion. 

The station’s tele schedule calls 
for programs until 4 p.m. Monday, 














intervening object but not getting |!U"Sday and Saturday; untii 3 on 


Tuesday; 
Friday. 

The first public tests were made 
to RCA-Victor dealers and guests 
at a downtown hotel. Dan Halpin, 
of RCA-Victor, said this town is 
definitely ahead of all others on the 
basis of sight and sound, and at- 
tributed it to the fact it is the first 
city technologically to be completely 
equipped with postwar materials 
and equipment. 


Mutual Station Grabs 
Henry Morgan as WJW 
Drops Comic for Hockey 


_ Cleveland, Feb. 11. 

The Henry Morgan show may be 
an ABC product, but when that net’s 
local outlet, WJW, decided to take a 
sponsored hockey match in place of 
the comic, WHK decided to take ad- 
vantage of the thousands of Morgan 
fans‘here. = 

An agreement with the agency has 
been reached and now the Morgan 
show is heard locally over WHK, 
the Mutual outlet. It’s understood 
that even when the hockey season 
expires, agency will continue to 
keep the WHK spot because of the 
good job in keeping the community 
contact. 


and until 8:30 p.m. on 








correct | 
localities to 





4) Sets on Hand! 


| for some type of radio activity. 





Al Donahue Sponsoring 
Self on KF VD Disk Show 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Al Donehue stepped into a disk 
jockey spot here, making second 
stickwaver to spin platter locally. 
Donahue is sponsoring himself on 
daily half hour show over KFVD, 
plugging his own record store. Be- 
cause he has not the number of 
waxings etched by Woody Herman, 
initial batoneer expects to become a 
temporary pancake flipper. 

Donahue fears no thumb by local 
jocks who are cold shouldering such 
inroads in their profession by not 
playing certain band leaders’ press- 
ings. 


FCC ASKS CONGRESS 
*FOR “ADEQUATE FUNDS’ 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

A strong plea for adequate funds 
to handle the ever-growing load of 
radio applications is contained in the 
FCC’s annual report for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1946. Keport 
was forwarded to Congress this week 
(9). 

FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny 
informed the Congress in his letter 
of transmittal: “The return of peace 
has aroused an unprecedented inter- 
est ‘in electrical communications that 
has taxed the limited funds and per- 
sonnel of the Commission. The 
showing “made has largely been 





made possible by extraordinary in- | 


genuity and effort on the part of 
employees in all levels.” 


The report disclosed that since the | 


close of the war more than 200,000 
applications covering 40 different 
categories of radio service have been 
filed at FCC and nearly 200,000 au- 
thorizations issued. At year-end 
1946,, more than 530,000 persons or 
corporations held permits or licenses 





CBS’ Bill Slocum Bows 
For Fulltime Scribing 


William J. Slocum, director of spe- 
cial events for CBS, has resigned to 
devote his fulltime to writing. He 
checked out Monday (10), for Sara- 
sota, Fla., to begin work on another 
book. 

Slocum has been with CBS for 10 
years. He is the author of “Reilly 
of the White House,” scheduled for 
spring publication, and of .“FDR— 
My Boss,” the experience of Grace 
Tully as secretary to Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, set for fall release. Slo- 
cum’s next. book will be on the ex- 
periences of Elmer Irey, former head 
of the Treasury Dept. law enforce- 
ment agency. 

Boston—Nan Howard, for 20 years 
a sales rep with WEEI (CBS), retires 
April 1. For years she has been as- 
sociated with the Caroline Cabot 
shopping service, daily slot with a 
flock of sponsors and plenty still 





T-Day March 10 
For L. A. Video 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Metropolitan Los Angeles’ “7. 
Day,” kickoff to general television 
receiver distribution, has been offi. 
cially named as March 10. On that 
day heavy daily and trade press aq- 
vertising, special video programs and 
retail outlet promotional tieups wilt 
| bally video set displays and consum. 
With RCA parent. 


ing, all set manufacturers and dis. 
tributors will participate, including 


er availability. 





| DuMont, Farnsworth, Gilfillan, 
| Emerson, General Electric, etc De. 
| tailed plans are to be announced on 
| Feb. 14. 

| Special dealer meetings will be 
' 


called at Ambassador hotel Feb. 26 
and 27 at which distribs will be in- 
structed on set handling and their 
share in overall ballyhoo. Select 60 
of 600-odd retailers in L. A. will be 
asked in to receive a few sets for 
display and some for immediate de- 
livery to public. RCA will show 


n ’ ’ ; al A: ‘ Tt? nl 
five models, including two tab} 





at 
SCL, 


| which will be immediately available. 
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“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
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DISC JOCKEYS 


1996 offers you 350 th 
phonograph recording 
the air. 


umbnail biographies of 
stars, ready to put on 


These biographies are included in the 1996 


contract, now in use by 
They are available to 


over 200 radio stations. 
other stations with the 


1996 contract, or separately. Write for script 
of sample biography and prices. 
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155 North Clark St., Chicago 1, Ill. 
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NBC SERENADE 


BROADCASTS 


ADVENTURERS CLUB—CBS 
STUMP THE AUTHORS—ABC 


BENNINGS—WBBM 





DAVE BACAL 


ORGAN—PIANO—NOVACHORD 


MUSICAL DIRECTO 
LOVE LETTERS WITH 


STEPHEN KNIG 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


FRANKLYN MacCORMACK’'S BOOK OF 
MEMORIES 


JACK STARR STORIES 
STARR'S TEMPERA-TUNES 
PEABODYS 


R—THE W. E. LONG CO. 
FRANKLYN MacCORMACK 
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As Ye Sow—So Shall Ye Reap 


A WNEC (N. Y.) policy against selling station breaks paid off hand- 
somely in the last week. The station—flagship for NBC, and of late 


busily building community goodwill in the area—became the official 
mouthpiece for gas companies in the N. Y. suburban area, and the 
firms, in turn, boosted the station in letters, paid advertisements and 


even from church pulpits. 


Because of the extremely cold weather, householders in Nassau, 
Suffolk and parts of Queens County (all on Long Island) and in Rock- 
land County were faced with gas shortages. The Long Island Lighting 
System applied to WNBC last week for purchase of station breaks, 
during which it would inform the suburbanites how high or low they 
must keep their thermostats in order to have enough gas for all. 

Since the station has an anti-break sale policy, the service was 
offered free. Announcements were first started on Kenneth Banghart’s 
6-6:15 p.m. news show, with the gas company in Long Island mailing 
20,000 letters to gas users telling them to listen to the Banghart gab 


for latest gas developments. 


As the situation got worse, rather than better, the Rockland Gas Co. 


asked for similar service. 


Announcements were then spread on all 


news shows, for all counties involved, throughout the day and evening. 
Suburban dailies carried gas company ads, telling users to listen to 


the latest gas developments on WNBC. 


through Long Island plugging the 
County, preachers last Sunday (9) told their parishioners to listen to 
the station, and all film houses had the information announced over 


their p.a. systems. 


Sound trucks were sent out 
station, Throughout Rockland 


The gas situation changed from hour to hour, users at times being 
told they could turn thermostats up to 65 degrees, down to 55 degrees, 


off altogether, etc. 


— 
- 


HEART WARMING STINT 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 


snow to Milwaukee, Jan. 30, and 
locked all transportation facilities 
tight, found radio jumping to the 
fore and reconverting its program- 
ming to public service. 

Local stations—WTMJ, WISN, and 


WEMP—within the first 12 hours 
of the storm, were top-heavy with 





|and schools forced to close, weddings 


|and funerals postponed, missing per- | 
| sons and lost dogs, emergency mes- | 


IN MILWAUKEE STORM 


Blizzard that brought 18 inches of 


announcements concerning industries | tion to 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Secretary of State George Mar- 
shall last week gave emphatic sup- 
port to continued government short- 
wave broadcasting and gave quali- 
filed approval to Asst. Secretary of 
State Bill Benton’s plan for an In- 
ternational Broadcasting Founda- 
coordinate overseas pro- 
| gramming. 

At his maiden press conference 
(7) Marshall declared it was essen- 





sages from stranded people, public | tial “ we try to eover the earth 


| utility announcements, and frequent 
| broadcast of emergency methods to 


| with truth in the midst of this riot 
of propaganda.” On Thursday (6) 


| be used in case of fire, flood, or ac-|he urged Congress to give priority 


| cident 


First time in 65 years that 


with no assurance of 
WTMJ,~* Journal station, 


at frequent intervals. 





day. 


Mil- 
waukee Journal went to press with-| poration t 
out any ads, and paper was printed | ramming. 
delivery. | 
however, 
read all the news over the station | made in the Benton plan, and that 
Transporta- | he intended to study it carefully. 

tion was finally unsnarled following | 


,attention te legislation setting up a 
publicly-chartered government cor- 
handle shortwave pro- 


He told newsmen, however, that 
some changes might have to be 





Marshall's 
government 


Meanwhile, endorse- 


jment of 


Marshall Backs Benton's DX Baby, 
~ Congress Has Plan of 15-Man Board 


operations has already had some 
effect on Capitol Hill where an ap- 
propriations committee has proposed 
paring funds for shortwave and 
other of Benton’s information pro- 
grams. (It is reported that, unless 
Congress restores cuts made in 
Benton’s division, 140 employees will 
get the ax.) 

Meanwhile, Benton’s plan for a 15- 
|man foundation to direct shortwave 
| has already been forwarded to Con- 
|gressional appropriations commit- 
| tees. It calls for a government cor- 
|poration made up of 14 prominent 
|non-salaried directors to be named 
|by the President. The Chairman of 
| the Corporation would be paid a 
yearly salary. One of the 14 direc- 
| tors would be the Secretary of State 
or someone named to represent him 
on the Foundation. 

Funds would be appropriated by 
Congress, and the board of directors 
would have to report to that body 





shortwave | each year. 





Move to Un-Snafu 
Philly-Camden 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

FCC came up with a plan last | 
week to correct the snafued small 
tadio station situation in the Phila- 


delphia-Camden area where little 
outlets are on a channel sharing 
basis, 


Under the proposal, not yet final, 
WCAM, Camden, which now shares 
the 1310 ke channel with WTMJ, 
Trenton, and WCAP, Asbury Park, 
would get a channel of its own as 
would the other two. However, their | 
power would be decreased. 


In addition, WTEL and WHAT, 
now sharing the 1340 ke channel in | 
Philly, would get wavelengths of | 
their own and increased power. 

The action ignores completely the 
longtime fight over the license of 
WCAM because of its contract with 
Mack Radio Sales Co., of Camden. 
FCC has a proposal pending to lift | 
the license of WCAM unless it 
wriggles out from under the deal 
which gives Mack Radio control over 
a large segment of the time. Pre- 
sumably this deal would have to be 
terminated for WCAM to benefit by 
the new arrangement. 

Plan would also knock out the 
petition of Ranulf Compton for a 
channel in Camden, although such 
channel had been tentatively ap- 
proved last Oct. 28. 

Commission has consolidated into 
a@ new hearing March 10 the applica- 
tion of the Valley Broadcasting Co., 
of Allentown, Pa. 

Under the plan: WCAM. would 
move to 1340 ke and drop to 250 
watts unlimited time: WTNJ drops 
to 250 watts on the 1300 ke band for 
daytime operation; WCAP, remains 
at 1310 ke, with 250 watt, unlimited 
operation. 

In Philly, WTEL would be upped 
from 100 to 250 watts, daytime 
operation and transfer to the 860 kc 
band. WHAT would jump from 100 
to 1000 watts, and get the 800 kc 
channel for daytime operation. 


Navy Glad Hands Radio 
After Beef to D.C. Brass 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

U. S. Navy here has loosened up 
its press coverage invitations and 
given virtual carte blanche to radio 
as a result of complaints to top brass 
in Washington. Example is found in 
the heavy radio representation at 
unveiling of new Navy jet plane at 
Douglas plant, in El Segundo. Local 
etherites were strongly in evidence 
—and on equal terms with press 
due to Navy about-face. 

Coincident with Navy invitation 
came letter from ‘Admiral Felix 
Johnson, Navy public relations top- 
per, in Washington, apologizing for 
seeming oversights of the past and 
promise that local radio will share 
coverage with papers. On invite of 
local Navy rep, Lt. Bill Lombard, 
local stations covered event. 











San Antonio— The Handy Andy 
Community Food Stores is sponsor- 
ing a new daily Monday through 
Saturday half-hour program over | 
KMAC titled “Wake up San An-| 
tonio.” Programs feature Bud 
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On April 30, 1945, “Queen For A Day”—a new kind 
of daytime radio program—premiered on Mutual. 
Built around woman's yearning for glamour. 
packed with sure-fire heart-appeal... produced by 
the hit-conscious Ray Morgan organization...the 
half-hour, five-a-week “Queen For A Day” with its 
new Cinderella-a-day story, became an overnight 

listening must for women from coast-to-coast. 

By October, “Queen” had run up such an unusual 
record that two of the nation’s top radio advertisers 
bought it—winning out over other bidders. Alka- 
Seltzer and P. & G. began sponsorship on October 
29 and December 31, 1945, respectively. 

Throughout the past year “Queen” continued to 
queen it over the daytime air waves. Daily ratings 


| 
Whaley as m.c. {LU 


o 


the other half 


is sponsored by 


ALKA-SELTZER 





hit a high of 5,3 (not including audience turn-over ) 
and the average has been 4.3. Alka-Seltzer, on De- 
cember 30, 1946, renewed for another 52 weeks; - 
while P. & G. constrained by shortages, bowed out. 

So now—half the “Queen” ( quarter-hour, five-a- 
week) is available and, from current interest, we 
don't think it will remain available for long. 

To an advertiser seeking a radio vehicle which 
has an established audience and will sell products, 


“Queen” undoubtedly provides 


a proven answer. 


We shall be more than pleased to submit the full 
“Queen” story and why this program, on Mutual, 
can mean exceptional returns, in terms of sales, for 
your advertising investment. ..The Mutual Broad- 


casting System, 1440 Broadway, 


New York 18, N.Y. 
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Rare AFRA Clause 


Stymies Platter 


Deal for South African Payola Web 


Current efforts to buy  tran- 
scribed American programs for South 
African Broadcasting Corp.’s new 
commercial channel are being sty- 
mied, according to ad agency rep 
George Movshon, by a heretofore 


unnoticed clause in AFRA’s tran- 
scription contract, Formerly a pro- 
ducer with SABC, Movshon is 
temporarily representing National 
Broadcast Advertising Co.. Ltd. a 
group of South African ad agencies, 
in an attempt to buy U. S. tran- 


scribed programs for the planned | 
is to start | 


commercial web which 


next September. But a_ stopper 


clause in the AFRA pact calls for | 


any foreign purchaser of transcrip- 
tions to pay scale on the talent cost 


for each individual platter. 
Movshon, who plans to huddle | 
with AFRA National exec sec 


George Heller in an effort to work 
out an equitable arrangement, said 
that he’s blocked until some reduc- 
tion is made. “A transcribed show 


for which a Cincinnati station is 
required to pay $100 per platter 
would cost us the usual $100 plus 


as much as $2,000 per shot for talent 
under this ruling,” Movshon stated. 


He added that, at present, on the | 


non-commercial operatiorm® only 
about a quarter of all programming 
is live, in spite of the fact that all 
available talent is being used, which 
would -indicate that there’s no ques- 
tion of protecting South African 
radio personnel, 


Fee One of the Highest 


New commercial venture for 
SABC was proposed as an effort to 
lower license fees for the 380,000 
radio families in South Africa. Cur- 
rent fee is one of the highest in the 
world, at $7.50 per year. Movshon 
emphasizes that the net is not gov- 
ernment-owned or subsidized, but is 
run as a non-profit organization, fees 
for which are collected by the gov- 
ernment, With stations in Cape- 
town, Johannesburg and Durban, 
web operates one channel with: pro- 
grams in English, and another chan- 
nel covering the same area with 











| 








“gt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 


shows in Afrikaans. Commercial, or 
C channel will afford a third set 
of programs from the same originat- 
ing facilities. 

New move to commercialize is be- 
ing vigorously opposed by the South 
African press, admittedly because of 
the possible loss in advertising 
revenue, 
ting to decide on the 
set a date if it’s favored. 
$2,500,000 in development 





move, and 


capital 


Agency rep declared that there 
are plenty of sponsors available to 
the new net, and that 
States is the obvious place to shop 
for plattered shows. 
lout that the Union of South Africa 
is the fifth largest export market 
for the United States. 


AFRA transcription contract cur- 
rently in force was signed in 1941, 


A commission is now sit- | 
Net has | 


laid aside after 10 years’ operation. | 


the United | 


He also pointed | 
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Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 30 











{report as often a possible, usually 
] even minutes. 
ed the moment, with the show 
| just a few days old, announcer Dave 
Sheldon still is seeking to meet lis- 
tener interest by asking for letters 
giving preference in whether song 
titles should be lumped together, 
given one at a time, or in bunches. 
The 30-minute show has much 
merit, making for easy a.m. listening 
and certainly should provide the 
answer to “how to keep the listener 
happy.” Mark. 





| MEET MR. GRIFFITH 
With Malcolm Kinney, John Hicks, 

Bill Hightower 
Producer: John 

Kinney 
30 min. Tues., 8:30 p.m. CST 
| Ben Griffith Auto Co. 

KRLD, Dallas ; 
(Kinney) 

Here’s a new twist to an audience 
participation show. This opus Is 
heard from the service department 
of the Ben Griffin Auto Ce., local 
Ford dealer, which is said to be one 
of the largest covered garages in 


Hicks, Malcolm 





which means that shows plaitered 
before then can be bought without 
the additional talent cost. But, Mov- 


bad. 





FCC to Invite | 


| 


| 











|almost alone in his attacks’ on the 
Mayflower decision a year ago. 
Now, however, he has unanimous 
| support on NAB’s 14th district direc- 
{tors, oral support of the NAB Small 
| Market Stations representatives and | 
‘modified backing of the networks, 

Mutual Board members were} 
|} known to have raised the question | 
with FCC’ers in Washington, Jan. 
|31. ABC officers have also gone on 
|record in favor of an editorial pol- 
|icy, though American’s v.p. Bob 
|Kintner is reported opposed to up- 
|setting the Mayflower ruling. CBS 
|men have reported to FCC that bulk 
|of their affiliates favor having the 
| right to editorialize even though 
|they have no particular desire to 


shon says, some of those are pretty | 


Lee CONtinued from page 25 gamed | 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


the state. There is enough room to 
seat 10,000. Show should make cus- 
tomers for Griffin as he is featuring 
an unsual twist. He is offering to 
| contestants, the ques 
tions correctly, a cash award plus 
the amount the contestant spent 
with him during the past month. 
On airing heard, the carry over 
‘amount of the question was $20. 
The winner purchased a new Ford, 
with the result he was given a check 
for $1,398.03. Each question used 


1 oae 
WhU a@lswe: 


| has a cash value. If the contestant 


misses, this amount is carried over 
to the next question. 

Bill Hightower is “Mr. Griffin” 
and makes a fine quiz master. He 
has a fine sense of humor and keeps 
the show moving along smartly. 
Malcolm Kinney is the announcer 
as well as the originator and pro- 
ducer. He does a nice job on the 
commercials which are about the 
various services offered by the Grif- 
fi people. John Hicks is producer 
for KRLD and handles the controls 
for the remote. 

Show is said to have played to 
7,000 people on_its first two airings. 
Questions are fairly simple, allowing 
for plenty of contestants to go home 
happy with the money. Aijring is 





|exercise the right. 
| 
| Privately, FCC’ers say Mayflower 


|ruling is already a “dead duck” in | 
They point of sev-| 


| strictest sense. 
leral cases of editorializing which 
| have been violation of the May- 
|flower ruling but have not been 
cited by FCC. They say the Com- 
mission is only concerned to see 
that licensees let both sides on the 
air, particularly on important pub- 
lic issues. 

Some of the best network shows, 
as they see it, are outside the May- 
flower’ ruling taken in its strictest 
sense. This goes for CBS shows like 
“The Empty Noose,” Lyman Bry- 
son’s Sunday talks on CBS radio 
policies and programs, 








race riots, etc. 


the net’s 
broadcasts a year ago on the Detroit 


well produced and ably presented. 
’ Andy. 


Whodunits 


Continued from page 25 




















ters less than in qther kinds of script 
shows,” one writer summed up. An- 
other thought that the sex angles 
injected into “Thin Man,” “Mr. and 
Mrs. North” and some other shows 
had done more harm to the market 
than anything else, although it was 
remembered that “Gangbusters” was 
drawing fire as far back as 1939. 
Nobody thinks whodunits will pass 
out, but it’s anticipated that criti- 
cism may force a strict code that will 
stop the use of wilder sort of plots 
and the “talking it over in bed” 
angles that a few shows, to hypo 














CLEVELAND'S C hief STATION 


Advertisers begin the big gain—sales soar to new heights 
when they let Cleveland's CHIEF Station sow the seed 
for sales. WJW's better local programming cultivates a 


large listener acceptance for you ... in the nation's 
fertile market . . . Cleveland. 


ABC Network wWwJW 5000 Watts 
CLEVELAND. O AY ANDO NIGHT 
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their ratings, have been getting 
away with. 





Capitol Hill Action 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Growing criticism of radio’s crime 
shows found an cutlet on Capitol 
| Hill here last week when Rep. Walt 
| Horan (R., Wash.) dropped a reso- 
,lution in the hopper calling for 
an investigation of the blood-and- 
thunder broadcasts to determine 
whether they contribute to juvenile 
| delinquency. Horan’s bill would have 
|the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee do the prob- 
ing with a view to clamping re- 
_ Strictions on this type of radio fare. 

His action followed organization 
,in Washington last week of a Na- 
tional Council on Child Entertain- 
,ment whose purpose is to campaign 
for elimination of crime programs at 
hours when children might be list- 
enining. The group is made up of 
| local parents, educators and church 
| groups. 


It was given a big sendoff by 
former Rep. Chase Going Wood- 
| house (D., Conn.), who, as chairman 
|of the National Consumers Council, 
| wired the group her best wishes. 
Mrs. Woodhouse, who has been men- 
| tioned as a candidate for the FCC 
| vacancy, declared: “Surely an in- 
|dustry which has achieved so much 
|on the engineering side can find so- 
cially minded men and women with 
| the ability to build children’s pro- 
|grams worthy of this great in- 
| dustry.” 


| 








Des Moines—After five weeks the 


Sunday vaudeville revival for the 
| present season and for diverse rea- 








sons. 


'KRNT Radio theatre has given up | 


FCC NIXES NABET 
HEARING BID VS. WDNC 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

Going on the theory that the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board and not 
the FCC must decide radio labor 
questions, the Commission last Fri- 
day (7) denied a petition of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast En- 
gineers and Technicians to reopen an 
FCC hearing record and incorporate 
evidence on “alleged unfair labor 
practices” on the part of the Dur- 
ham Radio Corp., WDNC, Durham, 
N. C. 

The ‘union’s petition was opposed 
by both WDNC and a new bidder, 
the Public Information Corp. of Dur- 
ham; both of whom had received 
lstation grants from FCC. 

FCC spokesmen said it was not the 
Commission’s duty to investigate al- 
leged unfair labor practices and 
added there would probably be little 
the Commission could do even if 
such unfair practices were estab- 
lished by the NLRB. 





| WJZ’s 32% Biz Hike 
In Jan., With Rival WNBC 
Also Thumping Chest 


With WNBC and WJZ, N. Y. flag. 
ships respectively for NBC and ABC 
nets, competing actively against each 
other for local business, both claimed 
bangup business improvement for 
January, both backing up their 
claims with facts and some figures 

Interesting. to the trade was the 
fact that, while NBC has divorced 
its N, Y. key station from net op. 
erations, giving it larger autonomy~ 
| ABC has done exactly the opposite 
| tying the local outlet a few weeks 
| ago more directly than ever to the 
|web’s apron strings. As a result, the 
{business hypo seemed to prove 
jneither the effectiveness of one 





Sys- 
}tem nor the other. 

WJZ, while not revealing dollar 
| figures, claimed its January business 
had increased over the 


preceding 
imonth by 32%. WNBC pointed to 
| five sales on news shows, and three 








Indies’ 18% Hike 


Continued from page 29 

















bigger improvement in sales than 
| did network affiliates, most of whom 
| had already reached the S.R.O. 
i saturation point The 620 network 
‘stations increased sales by 8.1%, 
while the 131 independents upped 
their take by 18%. In terms of 
power, the wee watters showed 


greatest percentage-wise improve- 
iment in net time sales, wth 371 un- 
limited time stations 19.4% ahead of 
1945, and 13 local day and part time 
stations, ahead 27%. A total of 41 
clear channel 50-kilowatt stations 
showed only an increase of 3.3% in 
time sales; and 5-20kw. unlimited 
time stations of which 22 reported, 
showed only 5.9% increase. 

What this means, according to FCC 
analyists, is that the agency men 
moved out in the sticks to buy bet- 
ter time on the wee watters. Spon- 
sors moved in to the smalltime sta- 
tions which had availabilities, since 
the bigtime stations were jampacked 
and could not absorb much more in 
the way of advertising revenues. 

FCC men stressed too that the wee 
watters start out with a much 
| smaller earnings base, so that only 
| slightly increased revenues loom 
| large percentage-wise. The reverse 
is true for the heavy earners. More 
comprehensive data on _ broadcast 
income and expenses will be released 
later, FCC said. 








CITIES SERVICE’S 21ST ANNI 


Cities Service Corp. celebrates its 
2ist anniversary on the air on Feb. 
21 with a cocktail party being hosted, 
logically enough, at the 21 Club. 

M. H. Aylesworth, radio consult- 
ant, will emcee. Only switch is that 
the shindig is being celebrated the 
19th. 





WCKY’s Misery Series 
Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 

With the approach of Income Tax 
time, WCKY has asked Fred W. 
Boss, Assistant Chief Field Deputy 
of the office of the Collector of 
Internal Revenue for the First Dis- 
trict, to prepare a series of six 
broadcasts explaining the tax laws. 

First of the series began Feb. 2 
on the WCKY Public Interest Period 
at 5 p.m. Boss will discuss different 
phases of filing Income Tax Re- 
turns each succeeding Sunday eve- 
ning through March 9. 


| sales on other major programs, mak. 
| ing a total of eight. By coincidence, 
| WJZ’s figure was also eight, includ. 
|ing four co-op shows and four cone 
|tracts for spots (WNBC doesn’t sell 
spots or station breaks). 

WNBC’s sales included one ta 
|Coward Shoe Co. which. beginning 
Feb. 23, is returning to the air for 
the first time in eight years. Through 
Frederick Clinton Co. agency, the 
shoe outfit has bought the Frank 
Parker show, Sundays, 1:15-1:30 
p. m., for 52 weeks. Other new 
WNBC business during January in- 
cluded two sales for the “High Jinx” 
show, for Borden Clothes and Lite 
erary Guild; Metropolitan Life Ine 
surance Co., for news, 8-8:05 a. m 
Mondays through Saturdays, and 
1-1:15 p. m. Sundays; Shell Oil, 
news, daily 6-6:15 p. m.; S. & W, 
Fine Foods, news, Sundays, 11:30- 
11:45 a, m.; Peter Paul candies, news, 
7:30-7:345 a. m., Tues., Thurs., Sat; 
and Wilbert No-Rub (floor wax), 
news, 12-12:15 p. m., Mon.-Wed.- 
Fri. 

WJZ’s new business included four 
52-week contracts, for “Headline 
Edition” for Crawford Clothes; El- 
mer Davis for Phillips Packing Co; 
“Ethel and Albert” for West Disin- 
fecting Co; and N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune’s co-op sponsorship of 
“American Town Meeting.” The WJZ 
spot business was from Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet, Brown & Williamson 
for Kools, Curtis Publishing Co. for 
Satevepost, and Garrett Wine Co. 
for Virginia Dare. 
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Free Radio Delousing Clinic 





Do You Suffer from A. J.? ACUTE 
JINGLE-ITIS! A Couple of ASCAP- 
ers, as Musical Therapists, Are Will- 
ing te Lead Your JINGLE Out of the 
Jungle. LOSE NOTHING. TRY us. 
Do You Like Your Product Well 
Enough te Want to Sing About It on 
the AIR? PRE-AUDITIONING. NO 
MONEY changes hands unless you're 
Satisfied. Phone Radio's Only 
JINGLE CLINIC at once. 


MURRAY HILL 3-5882 


heeseesnestinieeemermmmanl 


TOUGH JOB TO BE DONE? 


I'm your gal. Know radio field, sta- 
tions, networks; former program, 

oduction§ director, commentator. 

now public relations, publicity; 
ageney experience. But am open for 
related fields. Keen sense of show- 
mansip. (Call LOrraine 2-9389. Or 
Write Box 977, Variety, 154 Wesi 46ih 
Street, New York 19, 'N. Y. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio . 


American Federation of Radio Artists has set rights on the recording | 
business after having wound up its new contract negotiations with nets. | 
As the recording companies issue more and inore narration and dramatic | 
disks, union gets more and more eager to set up *thesping scales on plat- 
teries. Other talent guilds have indicated disinterest in the jurisdiction, 
and with AFRA members getting most work in field due to similarity to 
radio type of acting AFRA has assumed right to it. Campaign will start 
this month. 





New York City’s own station, WNYC, gave “UN-type” coverage this 
week to a local event which evoked a lot of interest. Affair was city’s 
open hearings on whether or not to increase subway fares from a nickel 
to a dime. With hearings skedded for three solid days (10, 11, 12) and 
station lacking the. equipment to cover the shindig thoroughly, program 
director Seymour Siegel borrowed eight table mikes, a parabolic micro- 
phone, a floor mike and a panel from the United Nations radio division 
With this equipment, WNYC had each of the eight members of the city’s 
Board of Estimate talk into his own mouthpiece, with the parabolic pick- 
ing up crowd noises and comments, and about 40 organizational reps 
speaking pro and con from the floor. WNYC sent the entire proceedings 
out on the air for the duration. 

WOR (Mutual flagship) also did special coverage of the hearings. News 
and special features director Dave Driscoll had the hearings recorded. 
with a half-hour on wax aired from 9:30 to 10 p.m. 


WHK, Cleveland, pushing ahead with plans to celebrate its 25th anni 
this year, is in the market for a beauty queen to serve as station hostess 
and ambassador of goodwill. Applicants must be 25 years old and as a 
special gimmick, the contest entries will be judged by four former Ziegfeld 
Follies girls who now reside in Cleveland. 





WLW’s (Cincinnati) touring stock company, consisting of Charles Lam- 
mers, veteran dramatic director, a cast of from eight to 10 actors, and a 
soundman and engineer, retakes to the road Feb. 21 for a series of 12 
weekly full-scale radio programs in auditoriums of high schools in Ohio, 
Kentucky, West Virginia and Indiana. 


each city or town a local student is selected for a part in the radio play. 





Flack Dick Harrity and gabber Fulton Lewis, Jr., exchanged punches 
without gloves, and with no television remote eovering the bout, at a WOR 
(N.Y.) studio last Friday (7) night. Altercation occurred after Mutual's 
“Meet the Press” had been staged, during which Lewis and Elliott Roose- 
velt exchanged verbal blows. The hot“argument between the two con- 
tinued after show was off the air, with Faye Emerson (Mrs. Rooseveli) 
coming to her husband’s defense. It was a case of who said what, and 
what did you say my wife was, etc.—with-Harrity starting the one-two 
and Lewis giving back. Lewis and Roosevelt apologized to each other, but 
there were no amenities between the spieler and the p.a. 





Chester F. X. Berger, of CBS television, has been elected prexy of Local 
50, United Office and Professional Workers of America (CIO), the first 
full-fledged labor local of radio white collarites chartered in N. Y. by the 
clo. 

Helen Lee, WMCA, is first vice-president; Ted Newton, World Broadcast- 
ing, second vice-prez; Peggy Holman, WOR, recording secretary; and Ben 
Margolis, CBS, treasurer. Paul Lubow has been assigned by the national 
office of the UOPWA to work fulltime with the new local, and was elected 
executive secretary by the collarites. 


TO GUN TRIANGLE BEEF 


Idea was inaugurated in 1945. | 
Following high schoo] legit plays before audiences, a radio program will be | 
staged for airing by WLW at 11:30 p.m. on Fridays through May 2. In| 





WB POWER HIKE PLEA 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. we — 


CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Warner Bros. Studio has asked for! san 


Antonio—Violet Short 


KFWB. Studio will largely rest case | heen formed here. Other officers 
on fine public service record of the | elected include Jane Rowley, vice- 
indie station. Studio has filed appli- | president, of KONO; Lily Juncker, 
cation with the FCC for a boost to | KABC, second vice-president; secre- 
50,000 watts from 5,000 and a fre- | ‘8": Natalie, Logue, EAAL, and 
iy aes : Ruth Burleson of KCOR, treasurer. 


quency change from present 980 idialipcistiadl 
kilocycles to 830. Ithaca—Preston L. Taplin, an- 
ry at ‘ ‘T] an caneaan ls 
Application also will precipitate ouncer at WHCT Ithaca, forme! 

: , ‘ U. S. Army adio Correspondent 

a three-way fight for the 830 chan- Al Ra é 
in the European Theatre, and an- 
nel. It -will involve Warners and ’ 


WIS, Columbia, S. C 
KWKW and neweomer Beverly Hills: has been named Production Manage} 
seeking the of WELM, in Elmira, N. Y. WELM 


a new 250 watt operation at 1400 


nouncer at 


Broadcasting Co., all 
same channel. Latter filed about a | '* a 
month ago for 830, asking 5,000 kilocycles ee and managed by 
watts. KWKW, now on 1430 with! 7: Meachem. Meachem | 
1,000 watts, has had its applica- to begin full time operation on 
tion for switch to 830 on file for | AP 1. 

some time. Warners cannot go to 
higher power on present frequency 


expects 





Phoenix—Bill Taliaferro and wife 


and, it’s reported, 830 band also does | Jane Connelly, latter recently re- 
‘not allow stations with more than 
15,000 watts to occupy it at present. 


signed from spot as women’s editor 
of KOY, local CBS outlet, opened 
Arizona’s first package production 
outfit last week 


If and when clear channels are 
broken down by FCC latter ruling 
will change. 

Pittsburgh—Roy Philson, formerly 
with Bulletin-Index, local newsmag 
weekly, has joined sales staff of 
WWSW, filling post left vacant by 
recent death of Bobby Gemas, who 
had been with indie station for more 
|program ideas adaptable for the | than 10 years 
|regular air curriculum in the fall. 





School of Air | 


a Continued from page 25 —— 











Although the summer extension| Raleigh—Charles H. Crutchfield, 
will be slotted in the same time as | general manager, WBT, announced 
ithe regular series and will be slanted | the appointment of Keith Stone 
| for predominantly juve consump- | Byerly as WBT sales manager for 
ltion, title of the series will be the Carolinas, effective at once 
| changed for this period to an as| Prior to his appointment with WBT, 
yet undetermined name. Thus far, Byerly was connected with the Hugh 
formats of only féur of the five daily | 4- Deadwyler Adv. agency in the 
programs have been drawn up by | C@pacity of manager. 


ao | 

Hudson and Levine. These will in- Raleigh—Graham Poyner, program 

clude a series on outdoor life, a demer see . : 

theatre workshon fer al |manager of WPTF, has been ap- 
eatre WOFKSHOP 20F original One- | pointed assistant manager of the 


act plays, a musical session and one WPTF Radio Co. Poyner has been 
series of programs devoted to un- 


: | with WPTF for over 13 years, start- 
usual Americana. |ing as a staff announcer and copy- 
Up to this year, the “School” has | writer. 
been operating on a 39-week cycle | dinates 
with a complete shutdown during| Omaha—WOW in conjunction with 
the summer months. ‘United States National Bank, has 














of signed a lease with the Trans-Lux 
power increase and frequency | KTSA has been elected prez of the ;News Sign Co. of N. Y. to erect a 


\change for its coast radio station San Antonio chapter of the Assn. ' 61-foot traveling news flasher on the 
of Woman Broadcasters which has |bank building, which is on the busiest 
corner in the city. 


Pittsburgh—Bob Cochran, WCAE 


announcer, has 


the U. S. Steel Corp. Mary Lee Eng- 


strom quitting 


partment this weekend and will be 
replaced by Bernice Friedman 


Ellen Ball, whe 
ng broadcast 
Kaufmann’s 


Carter’s 


jestic Records. 
mercial is Chet 


minutes five afternoons weekly 


Fort Worth— 
secutive year the Army will sponsor 
the airings of the finals in the Texas 


Golden Gloves 


7 Qe fy } : 
LONE wlar Unalin @S vbasit 


and a group of supplementary sta- 


tions. Airings 


army recruiting. 


heard starting 


be heard through Feb. 17. 


CKUA Biz 
Get 


Edmonton, Alta, Feb. 11. 
For the third time the Alberta 
provincial government has failed to 
obtain a commercial license for its 


radio station, 


/Latest rejection was by the federal 
Twice previously applica- 
tions were turned down by the Ca- 
Broadcasting Co. board of 


cabinet. 


nadian 
governors, 


The Dominion gcevernments’ poli- 
cy is that licenses will not be grant- 
ed for commercial broadcasting sta- 
tions owned by provincial govern- 


ments, Alberta 


|told by James J. McCann, federal 
revenue minister. 





Department store, has 
been named public service commen- 
tator for WJAS. Dave Tyson’s “Hi 
Neighbor” show on WWSW and Bob 
Sunday evening musicale on 
KDKA both renewed by bankroll- 
ers. In addition, Tyson has landed 
a twice-weekly half-hour for Ma- 


resigned to go with 


KQV continuity de- 








Jane 
» does a daily morne- 
over the tation for 


Another new com- 
Clark’s on WCAE, 15 





-For the second con- 
over stations of the 
network 
will be on behalf of 


Programs will be 
Wed. (12) and will 


Auiitions 
the Knife Again 


CKUA, Edmonton. 





authorities have been 
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The Majestic label may have its 
shortcomings, but a lack of exciting 
female vocalists is not among them. 
In Mildred Bailey and Georgia 
Gibbs, Majestic can boast of two 
fine singers. Miss Bailey’s latest 
release — a lightly-swung “Lover, 
Come Back to Me’’—has taste, time, 
enunciation, feeling, and everything 
else vital to vocalism. It is a per- 
fect example of her ability to make 
a love song believable without re- 
sorting to sugariness. Fine back- 
ground, is by a small band under 
Ellis Larkin. “Lover” — and to a 
lesser extent, “At Sundown” on the 
backside—is a record to cherish. It 
would be silly, though, te pretend 
that it will be on every juke box. 
Mildred Bailey is one of popular 
music’s ‘most capable artists, but 
not, unfortunately, one of it’s more 
commercial ones. 


Much the same thing applies to 
Miss Gibbs. In some 10 years—ever 
since the night she broke in with 
Bobby Hackett’s little band at the 
after-hours Theatrical Club in Bos- 
ton—she has never sung less than 
splendidly. But in 10 years she has 
never really achieved conspicuous 
success either. Maybe her newest 
Majestic — coupling two “Finian’s 
Rainbow” extracts, “Necessity” and 
“How Are Things in Glocca Morra?” 
—will do the trick. She sings them 
beautifully — hitting notes right on 
the button, enunciating with crystal 
clearness, projecting warmth, and, 
like Bailey, avoiding the saccharine. 
Glenn Osser’s accompaniment is 
grand. Inasmuch as “Glocca Morra” 
has already been recorded by sev- 
eral labels, “Necessity” would ap- 
per. to have the better chance of 
ecoming a Wurlitzer wow. 

It requires much less than genius | 
to spot Johnny Mercer's “I Do Do| 








Suggested Programs 

(In honor of Tommy and 
Jimmy Dorsey, whose “The Fab- 
ulous Dorseys” opens shortly.) 

“I’m Gettin’ Sentimental Over 
You”—Dorsey Brothers (Colum- 
bia). 

“Annie’s Cousin Fanny”’— 
Dorsey Brothers (Decca). 

“Song of India”—Tommy Dor- 
sey (Victor). 


“Amapola” — Jimmy Dorsey 
(Decca). 

“Honeysuckle Rose” (two 
parts) — Dorsey _ Brothers 
(Decca). 

“Tangerine” — Jimmy Dorsey 
(Decca). 


. Program 2 

“At Sundown” — Tommy Dor- 
sey (Victor). 

“Mood Hollywood” — Dorsey 
Brothers (Columbia). 

“Chicago” — Tommy Dorsey 
(Victor). 

“My Very Good Friend the 
Milkman” — Dorsey Brothers 
(Decca). 

“Embraceable You” — Tommy 
Dorsey (Victor). 

“Shim Sham Shimmy”—Dor- 
sey Brothers (Columbia). 

“Six Lessons from Madame 


LaZonga” — Jimmy Dorsey 
(Decca). 
Program 3 
(Tommy and Jimmy as hot 
soloists.) 


“It’s Right Here for You”"— 
Tommy Dorsey (trumpet), 
(Okeh). 

“Oodles of Noodles” — Jimmy 
Dorsey (alto sax), (Columbia). 
“Milneberg Joys” — Tommy 
Dorsey (trombone), (Victor). _.. 
“Kansas City Kitty” — Jimmy 
Dorsey (clarinet), The Cotton 

Pickers (Brunswick). 

“When I Take My Sugar to 
Tea” — Tommy Dorsey (trom- 
bone), on The Boswell Sisters 
(Brunswick). 

“You Rascal You” — Jimmy 
Dorsey (clarinet), Red Nichols 
(Brunswick). 

“Tiger Rag’ — Tommy Dorsey 
(trumpet), (Okeh). 
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Do Like You” (Capitol) as an as- 
sured best-seller. It deserves to be 
too, because, everything considered, 
it’s one of the most polished bits of 
showmanship to have been waxed 
in many, many months. Tune—a 
kind of calypso—is the credo of a 
grumpy man who loathes everything 
and everyone including himself, but 
excepting his girl. For the purposes 
of the metier, Mercer assumes a 
credible Trinidadian touch. The re- 
sult is a disk that you will be hear- 
ing on all the coin boxes. On the 
reverse, Mercer and the Pied Pipers 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








do “Movie Tonight,” which, while 
very pleasant, is no “I Do Do Do 


Like You.” Paul Weston accomps 
both sides, 
At this late date, there seems 


little left to say about Eddy Howard. 
He is, if not a great vocalist, an un- 











Best Bets 
Dance—‘Don’t Tell Me That 
Story” (Eddy Howard) and “You 
Turned the Tables on Me” 
(Merry Macs). 
Hot — “Lover, Come Back to 


Me” (Mildred Bailey) and 
“Ain’t Misbehavin’” (Billy But- 
terfield). 

Ballad — “Anniversary Song” 
(Dinah Shore), “How Are 


Things in Glocca Morra?” (Geor- 
gia Gibbs), and “When Am I 
Gonna Kiss You Good Morn- 
ing?” (Pied Pipers). 

Rhythm — “Necessity” (Geor- 
gia Gibbs) and “In My Merry 
Oldsmobile” (Les Brown). 

Novelty—“I Do Do Do Like 
You” (Johnny Mercer). 

Hillbilly — “Heartaches, Sad- 
ness, and Tears” (Dinah Shore) 
and “A Broken Promise Means 
a Broken Heart” (Wesley 
Tuttle). 








mistakably pashy one, and his hold 
on the nickelodeons has been one 
of Majestic’s delights. His newest 
release brackets “Don’t Tell Me That 
Story” with “Santa Catalina.” 
“Don’t” sounds like the more profit- 
able side, but “Catalina” will grow 
in proportion to the song’s popu- 
larity. Howard also leads an ex- 
ceedingly danceable band. 

We would like to mention “Open | 
the Door, Richard” only briefly 
enough to say that one of the 
best versions to date (there are, 
God wot, more coming) is the Pied 
Pipers’ (Capitol.) It is certain to 
pull a good juke play. “Richard” is 
backed by “When Am I Gonsa Kiss 
You Good Morning?,” a slow ballad 
which provides the Pipers with their 
most effective job in ages. It’s a 
pretty tune and this treatment of it 
should go big. 

“Anniversary Song” is out in four 
more versions this week — Dinah 
Shore’s (Columbia), Andy Russell’s 
(Capitol), Louis Prima’s (Majestic), 
and Tex Beneke’s (Victor.) They 
all have their points, but the Shore 
handling sounds like the biggest 
potential hit of the four. Her voice 
and her interpretations have made 
her one of the record industry’s 
sturdiest allies. Her chief fault has 
always seemed to us a tendency to 
mumble a lyric. It’s nice to be able 
to report that she doesn’t evidence 
that. drawback in “Anniversary.” 
You can chalk this one up as sure- 
fire for the Seeburgs. Backing is 
in the*nature of an experiment. Ac- 
companied by Spade Cooley’s hill- 
billy herd, Miss Shore does a twangy 





ness, and Tears.” Its urban appeal 
will probably be limited, but it 
should be a minor sensation in pur- 
ple sage locations. 


Wax Facts 
Les Brown's “In My Merry Olds- 
mobile” (Columbia) should do 


sumptuously on the _ nickelodeons. 
Tune is taken at a nice relaxed 
tempo and Pat Flaherty and Butch 
Stone do an engaging vocal....The 
Three Suns, switching from Majes- 
tic to Victor, do “Goodbyé, Girls, 
I'm Through” in a way.that spells 
plenty of spinning in the cocktail 
lounges. Artie Dunn sings this slow 
ballad with the proper whisperiness 
..»“Twilight Time” a reissue is on 
reverse...There’s persuasive dansa- 
pation in The Merry Macs’ “You 
Turned the Tables on Me” (Majes- 
tic.) Reverse is “I Can't Get 
Started,” which has, for hot fans, a 
bit of good background trumpet by 


Mannie Klein . . Tex Beneke’s 
“Hoodle Adde” (Victor)—the back- 
ing to “Anniversay Song’—is a 


tear-jerker called “Heartaches, Sad- | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 30) 
London, Jan. 31. 
Five Minutes More..Ed. Morris 


To Each His Own...... Victoria 
Old Lamplighter..........- Dash 
Anniversary Song...... Connelly’ 
You Always Hurt......... Wood 
Till Then....... ..»....Chappell 
Dream Again........ Box & Cox 
Cah. Pas. ct ncd dcb eee Yale 
April Showers......... Chappell 


Sweethearts Never Old....S-M. 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
Pretending . Wood 


Second 12 


May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 


Sooner or Later ...Sun 
This Is AlWAYS....-.s00e0- Wood 
Sentimental Reasons... .Maurice 


Rumors Are Flying..F. D. & H. 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Da .. .Sun 
I Keep Forgetting......... Wood 
Things We Did...Edwin Morris 
Somewhere in Night. New-World 


Rickety Rickshaw..... Southern 
3 Beautiful Words. .World-Wide 
Night, Darling..... Macmelodies 








AFM to Cut Up 


American Federation of Musicians 
will shortly begin to distribute 
among various locals throughout the 
country some of the coin derived 
from the union’s two-year deal with 
recording companies under which 
royalties accrue to the AFM on re- 
cordings sold. Fund of this coin has 
by now reached approximately $2,- 
000,000, and some $1,600,000 will be 
allocated to locals on a per capita 
basis, figured out to the point where 
each branch will receive about $10 
for each member up to 5,000 and 
$2 each thereafter. 


Coin so distributed is to finance 
various items, from putting on local 
concerts to educational aims, per- 
formances by local musicians at serv- 
ice hospitals, etc. The $1,600,000 rep- 
resents the amount the AFM had 
collected from recording companies 
up to Dec. 31 last. Difference up to 
the overall $1,750,000 said to be in 
the fund will be held until the next 
distribution, which probably will 
occur annually. 





Armstrong, Perennial 
Artist and Showman, 
Clicks at Carnegie, N.Y. 


Following the trail set by Duke El- 
lington, Woody Herman and others, 
Louis Armstrong came to Carnegie 
Hall last Saturday afternoon (8) and 
gave an exhibition of trumpeting 
and singing that marked him as one 
of the greatest jazzmen of all time. 
Although booked at the odd hour of 
5:30 p.m., Armstrong drew a near- 
capacity crowd of 2,600 that paid 
$5,400 into the till. 


From start to finish, this perform- 
ance was strictly a one-man concert. 
In the first three-quarters of the pro- 
gram, Armstrong had to overcome 
the uninspired accompaniment of 
the Edmond Hall sextet while in the 
last quarter he had to contend with 
the comparative mediocrity of his 
own orchestra. But despite the ob- 
stacles, or perhaps, because of them, 
Armstrong's genius as trumpeter and 
showman flashed brilliantly from 
the bandstand. 


Unlike other jazzmen who have 
come to Carnegie, Armstrong didn’t 
‘try to alter his style or his program 
to conform to the staid surroundings. 
In a group of selections that were 
designed to trace the history of his 
career, Armstrong played with a 
flexibility, inventiveness and sense 
of musical humor surpassed only by 
the Armstrong of 20 years ago. His 
vocalizing was as good as it ever was 
—meaning at the very top in the 
hot jazz tradition. His standout num- 
bers were “Rockin’ Chair,” “West 
End Blues,” “Black and Blue.” and 





Disk Fee Fund 


novelty number that should entice a | “St. Louis Blues” among the 25 se- 
‘coin machine play...The Golden | lections. 

iGate Quartet’s “Atom and Evil” | Sharp contrast between Armstrong 
(Columbia) is a superb parable on | 88 a jazzman and as a dance band- 
a topical theme. Appeal is limited, | leader was strikingly brought home 
but it should go well in race loca-/|in the last section of the program 
tions. Reverse is the perennial | w hen Armstrong’s own band re- 
“Shadrack”. . . Wesley Tuttle’s “Ajplaced the Hall combo. The loud 
Broken Promise Means a Broken | brass and dull arrangements tended 
Heart” (Capitol) sounds exactly the to overshadow Armstrong’s pow- 
way you'd expect a record called erful personality. During this portion 
“A Broken Promise Means a Broken | of the program, the jazz aficionados 
Heart” to sound...Billy Butterfield’s | at the affair sat on their hands while 
accomplished trumpet is heard injin the early portions, where Arm- 
“Ain't Misbehavin’” <{Capitol.) It’s| strong featured his trumpet solos, 
chiefly for hot fans... the auditorium rocked. Herm. 





10 Best Sellers. on Coin-Machines 


; 7 King Cole Trio...,.. Capi 
1, For Sentimental Reasons (12) (Leeds).. } Cheelie Spivak....... Vieton 


2. Open Door, Richarde(2.(Quchess)....-. {Cont Baste . Black & Whit 
tee eeesees r 


{ Al Jolson..........,...De 
| Tex Beneke........... Victor 


{ Freddy Martin. ....... Victor 


3. Anniversary Song (2) (Mood) .....++:+- 


4, Managua, Nicaragua (3) (Encore)....... ) Kay Kyser Columbia 
= "eee eee rf 
: : Sammy Kaye........ i 
5. Old Lamplighter (13) (Shapiro-B)...... Kay veer’ pi  Calaane 
{ Perry Como.......... Victor 
6. Sonata (6) (Oxford) ..... eecaveune ****) Carmen Cavallaro..... Decca 
7. Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (6) (Hudson)..... Hoagy Carmichael... . Decca 
wy {Harry James...... Columbia 
8. Oh, But I Do (4) (Remick),......+++.+.: ) Margaret Whiting... Capitol 
: Tex Beneke......... ic 
9. Gal in Calico (9) (Remick).....+0+--0+: } Bing Crosby....... pve 
Kay Kyser ; i 
10. Old Buttermilk (18) (Burke-VH)..... akss bewell.”. peal 
Coming Up 
{ Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) ......... ).Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 
Sooner or Later (Santly-Joy) ........+-++. Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
: { Dinah Shore... ....Columbia 
I'll Close My Eyes (Maurice).........++++: ) Mildred Bailey..... Majestic 
es Perry Como .........Vict 
That's Beginning of End (ABC)......... King Cole Trio .... Capitol 
; oa. { Margaret Whiting... Capitol 
Guilty (Feist)....... eoeanenee deceeeec ‘+? Johnny Desmond. .... Victor 
Mammy (Bourne) .....sccecssesesetserees Al Jolson.............Decca 
Everything’s Movin’ Too Fast (Capitol).... Peggy Lee...........Capitol 
: : { Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
This Is Night (Jefferson)......-..eseeveeres ) Andy Russell........ Capitol 
You Can’t See Sun (Simon)........eee+ees: Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
Misirlou (Colonial)......csec-ccsscecdeocvees Jan August.........Diamond 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


New York hotel operators, particularly James McCabe, of the Pennsyl- 
vania, are keeping a close check on the business being ‘done daily by Eddy 
Howard’s orchestra at the Commodore hotel. Their interest in the b.o, 
of the band stems from the fact that some of them, again McCabe in par- 
ticular, were offered the combo for their room and turned it down. 

Howard had been a territorial combo powerful at the b.o. in only the 
midwest until his Majestic disking of “To Each His Own” clicked big last 
summer. Now he’s being sold by Music Corp. of America as a nationally- 
known commodity. McCabe, for one, didn’t and doesn’t believe that the 
band is a natidnal power despite the record, but at the same time he’s 
keeping a close check on the accuracy of his judgment by daily checks on 
Howard’s covers at the Commodore’s Century Room. It is probable that he’s 
using the results to determine the course he'll take on the use of Dick 
Jurgens, another band strong mostly in the midwest and which he’s ten- 
tatively committed to play at the Penn’s Cafe Rouge in the spring. 





Inspired by a December article on the disk industry in the N. Y. Times 
Sunday magazine, Jack Kapp, prexy of Decca Records, recently wrote a 
three-page letter to Times publisher Arthur Hays Sulzberger opining the 
sheet was devoting more space to long-hair music in general at the ex- 
pense of the pop field—both music and records. Quoting liberally from 
Gerald Johnson’s book, “The Honorable Titan,” based on the life of Times 
founder, Adolph S. Ochs, Kapp cited the liberal tastes of Ochs himself. 
Answering Kapp’s objections, Times Sunday editor, Lester Markel, agreed 
with the Decea topper that pop music and disks had been slighted and 
promised correction. He noted, however, that reviewer Howard Taubman 
reported that he had received “only about a half dozen albums from Decca 
in the last six months.” Markel’s letter also quoted Taubman as saying, 
“If Decca is not getting much attention in our record column, it is because 
Decca does not seem to care.” 





Writer of more than 250 songs, Gladys Shelley points out that only five 
of ’em ever achieved substantial sales due to “lack of exploitation on the 
part of publishers.” By way of exposing Tin Pan Alley’s evils, Miss Shelley 
has collaborated with Leonard Traube (Shephard Traube’s brother) on an 
article for This Month’s May issue where she gives the songwriting fra- 
ternity a going over. 

An ASCAP member, Miss Shelley recently collabed with Bea Walker on 
“Everybody’s Friends With Everybody,” which Rytvoc is publishing and 
Eddie Cantor is slated to introduce it on his show Thursday (13). Femme 
songsmith, whose rhumba, “Thanks Mucho Much Earl Wilson,” has been 
published by Bourne, Inc., also penned “June” with Will Jason due for 
one of Monogram’s “Teen-age” series. 





Majestic Records’ appeal to Miller Music Co. to be allowed to release 
immediately Merry Macs’ recording of “The Egg and I” has been refused 
by the pub firm, In issuing contracts for waxing of song Miller tabbed 
March 15 as mechanical release date. Majestic, however, put “Open the 
Door, Richard” on “Egg’s” other face and is anxious to get its version on 
sales stalls before novelty dies or market is hogged by the other 14 disks 
of ditty. Miller, however, well is aware that if Majestic is allowed to 
jump afore-set date of release other platteries prepping “Egg” will squawk. 
Among renditions being readied are those of Columbia (Dinah Shore), 
RCA-Victor (Sammy Kaye), M-G-M (Blue Barron, Helen Forrest). Miller’s 
only concession to Majestic permits plattery to send disc jocks the platter, 
for “Richard” plugging, providing “Egg” side has been so marred it can- 
not be air-borne, 





Dave Dreyer, longtime general professional manager fd Irving Berlin, 
has been talking of going into business for himself, as is generally known 
in the trade. This gave rise on occasion to reports of Berlin’s retirement 
as a music publisher, but the songsmith says “there isn’t money enough 
to buy my catalog,” although it’s no secret that Berlin would prefer t0 
content himself as a standard music publisher. However, as with “Annie 
Get Your Gun” and “Blue Skies,” current Broadway legit and Par filmu- 
sical, which propelled him into the publishing business, so once again in 
1947-48 Berlin will be a very active publisher in light of two similar new 
projects, One is Metro’s “Easter Parade,” on which he is working, and the 
other is another legit musical for Rodgers & Hammerstein which Berlin 
plans doing this fall as successor to “Annie.” 





_ “Meadowlands” arrangement used currently by Tex Beneke orchestra 
in the stage show at the Capitol theatre, New York, is actually the Jerry 
Gray arrangement, titled “Russian Patrol.” It’s the fighting song of the 
Soviet Cavalry, but when the band attempted to use it under that title 
during recent theatre bookings they found the public unwilling to accept 
it under the Russo title. Boo and hisses, etc., greeted its intro. Beneke 
without argument reverted to the “Meadowlands” tag. Band, incidentally, 
has been optioned by the Cap for another four weeks sometime next year 
at its current salary of $50,000 for four weeks and $11,500 per for extt 
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ack Lawrence Files Suit in N. Y. 
Aimed to Eliminate ASCAP Plan 


Of Writer Payment, Up Rating 


Jack Lawrence has +? 


Songwriter 
filed suit in U. S. District Court, 
New York, against Deems Taylor, 
as president of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, a move he has threatened for 
some time as a result of constant 
rebuffs by Society chiefs in his 
attempts to better his classification. 


However, while that may have 
basically caused Lawrence’s action, 
the suit itself is, more con- 
cerned with attempting to eliminate 
ASCAP’s method of arriving at 
classification of writers and substi- 
tuting a plan of distribution based 
wholly on performances. 

The suit, although it is not the 
first of its kind, is likely to cause 
quite a stir. Many writer-members 
of ASCAP who have been aware 
of Lawrence’s intentions are deeply 
interested in whatever decision 
comes out of it. These, particularly, 
would be young writers who in re- 
cent years have constantly beefed 
over their treatment. 

While Lawrence’s action, prepared 
by attorney Lee Eastman, essential- 
ly seeks to prove that he rates better 
than a “BB” classification as a writer 
it also charges that ASCAP's entire 
method of evaluating and classifying 


wrong. He asks the court to do 
something about it on the basis of 
the decree handed ASCAP by the 
Government during the _  radio- 
ASCAP argument some years ago. 

Lawrence’s case presses the theory 
that performances only should gov- | 
ern the rating and revenue received | 








Storms Nip B.O. 


Storms up and down the 
eastern seaboard and some dis- 
tances inland made a mess last 
week of the one-nighter and lo- 
cation b.o., which had been 
showing a bullish tendency after 
many months of slack. Luckily, 
quite a number of bands on the 
road last Friday and Saturday 
(8-9) were playing college dates 
rather than promotions. But 
those that were’ on the latter 
were hurt badly. 

Location spots were clipped, 
too. New York’s major rooms 
were all considerably off the 
previous week’s biz. 


Granz Lines U 
Bandleader S Vs. 
Discriminatio 
Norman Granz, promoter of the 
“Jazz At the Philharmonic” con- 
certs, started a drive last week to 
line up as many top bandleader 
names as possible behind a cam- 
paign against racial discrimination. 
It’s all based on Granz’s ideas of the 


past two years, exemplified by claus-_ 
es in contracts he writes for the use 





by a writer from ASCAP. He feels of auditoria in which to present his 


that the present “ . standards of 
measuring the works of author and 
composer members are so indefinite, 
uncertain, vague and_ indefinable 
that (ASCAP is). ..incapable of fair, 
impartial and non-discriminatory 
administration and is_ therefore, 
inequitable, unfair, discriminatory, 
illegal and void. Suit asks a system 
that “.. . . tabulates and logs each 
and every performance .... com- 
putes the aggregate number .... 
divides the moneys available for dis- 
tribution . . . . im accordance with 
the ratio of the performances. 
Lawrence also asks a $30,000 judg- 
ment. He believes this sum is due 
him as the difference between what 
he received and what he feels is due 
him since, in his opinion he should 
have been classed in the “A” group. 
Lawrence has been endeavoring to 
(Continued on page 40) 


RRs Choo-Choo 
For Band Biz 


For the first time since early in 
the war, various railroad lines are 
beginning to solicit band booking 
agencies for business. So far only 
such lines as Lehigh Valley and St. 
Louis-San Francisco Railway, et al, 
are again on the prow! for biz from 
travelling orchestras, the larger ones 
still carrying peak civilian loads. 

_While the buslines have for some 
time been after business from the 
band industry, their sales pitch is 
quickening due to the loosening of 
agape production. Most of the 
indie companies which served the 
band biz for years before the war 
#re all getting new diesel buses, and 
are hotter than ever after charters. 


ASCAP, DUTCH SOCIETY 
IN RECIPROCAL DEAL 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has con- 
cluded a five-year reciprocal per- 
forming rights deal with the Holland 
musie society, Het Bureau Voor 
Muziek-Auteursrecht, commonly re- 
ferred to here as BUMA. Deal is the 
ys between ASCAP and that out- 

While quite a bit of U. S. music 
is performed in Holland, very little 
ef the latter’s musia is used in 
America. 








unit. These deny aud owners the 
right to discriminate against either 
Negro players in Granz’ group, or 
against anyone being admitted to 
the building because of color, etc. 
Granz wired some 30 leaders from 
the top down last week asking for 
their support to add to that already 
promised by playwrights, legit pro- 
ducers, directors, etc. He claims to 
have affirmative answers from 


| Rich (who's now with Granz’ unit), 
King Cole, Harry James, Count 
Basie, et al. 


Irving Mills Headed 
For England to Rep, 
Sell Indie Masters 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Irving Mills is New York bound 
on the first leg of a trip to London 
to sell English release rights on out- 
put of some half dozen indie re- 
cording labels. Mills, veepee and 
Coast head of Mills Music, will 
huddle with Wally Moody and other 
toppers of Electrical Musical Indus- 
tries, Ltd. 

Represented by Mills are Atlas, 
Atomic, Enterprise, Excelsior, Pan- 
American and Temp platteries, who 
have contributed about 100 masters 
from stocks, which Mills is taking 
to England with him. While there 
it’s possible he will open London 
office for publishing house, 


Eckstine Contracted By 








Billy Eckstine’s orchestra has been 
signed to the new M-G-M recording | 
subsidiary of Metro, moving over 


years. National pact expires in May. 
Deal with M-G-M is for two years 
and is said to call for a guarantee 
of $35,000 yearly, the band to cut a 
minimum of 24 sides at $1,000 per. 

Between now and the time the 
M-G-M contract is effective, how- 
ever, Eckstine will rebuild his or- 
chestra. He has given his current 
outfit two weeks’ notice effective 
next week (16). Move was caused 
by an “impossibly high” operating 
cost. Eckstine will go into Billy 
Berg’s, Hollywood, early in April at 
the head of a locally organized or- 
chestra for 12 weeks. Thereafter he 
will organize a new combo. 








Tommy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Buddy | 


Metro Disks for 2 Years 


from the National label for which | 
he has recorded for almost two | 





STANDARD SPOTS 
TRE TGHING LEGS 


Virtually all of the standard sum- 
mer dates for name bands have al- 
ready signified that a “business as 
usual” shingle will go up ‘when 
spring rolls around. And since such 
stirring from behind winter’s shut- 
|ters by ballrooms, locations, etc., is 
|a bit earlier than usual, agency men 
feel that the summer will completely 
dispel the b.o. blues that sank the | 
biz deep in the doldrums the past 
few months. 

It’s felt, too, that the many op- 
portunities for young bands to get 
started, by hitting the usual one- 
night circuit, may turn up a new 
name or two this year and further 
help the postwar band biz. They |} 
have been looking for that new 
name for some time now. 

Up and down the Atlantic sea- 
board, and deep into the midwest, 
standard operations are signalling a 
full summer season. Atlantic City 
Steel Pier uses its first band 
(Frankie Carle) Easter Sunday, but 
won't pick up full-week bookings 
until later. Convention Hall, Asbury 
Park, which lost coin last year, will 
again be operated by the Rediker 
Bros., local jewelers. However, in- 
stead of paying heavy fiat sums 
they’ll work on guarantees and per- 
centage arrangements. Sea _ Girt 
Inn, Sea Girt, N. J.; Somers Point; 
Cavalier hotel, Virginia Beach; 
Coney Island, Cincinnati; Cedar 
Point, Sandusky, O.; Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit; Lakeside Park. Den- 
ver, are other lactions from three | 
days to a week that will reopen. 

(Continued on page 40) 


Paine, Frohlich 
Try to Head Off 





the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and Louis G. 
Frohlich, attorney for the Society, 
left New York Monday (10), set 
to appear before the Indiana Senate. 
They will endeavor to block passage 
of two bills introduced in that House 
last week aimed at ASCAP. 





Senate Considering 
Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 

Two bills aimed at the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers were introduced last 
week in the Indiana legislature. 
Senator Samuel E. Johnson would 
virtually outlaw ASCAP in Indiana. 
He would make it unlawful for 
writers, printers or publishers to 
form a combination whose object is 
to own or control the right to per- 
form musical compositions publicly 
for profit. It would provide also 
that any publishing house which 
owns or controls public performance | 
rights by contract is unlawful and 
that musicians who play music pub- | 
licly when certain performance 
rights are retained are equally liable 
for damages with their employer | 


out-of-state and is replayed here 
its out-of-state origin is liable for 
payment. Violation ag be punish- 
able by a $5,000 fine, imprisonment 
for one year, or both. 





|member Herbert M. Copeland was ' 
la bill to provide that an association 


ifrom the state treasurer to issue 


to file a true copy of its articles of 
association, names and salaries of 
its officers, titles of the musical 
numbers it owns, rates charged and 
total gross receipts and disburse- 
ments made during the preceding, 
year. 

Copeland's bill would impose a+) 
franchise tax equivalent of 5% of | 
the total gross receipts of the or- | 
ganization for the preceding year. | 
Bill provides a $500 fine for each 
‘violation and injunctive relief. 





Indiana Senate 


| M-G-M product will hit sales stalls | 


and that when music emanates from | 


such as ASCAP must obtain a license | 


licenses for public performance of | 
copyrighted music. In obtaining such | 
license, the association would have | 








| AFM Reps From L.A. Set 


Hollywood, Feb, 11. 
| Tabbed to attend American Fed- 
| eration of Musicians’ national con- 
vention in Detroit as delegates from 
| Local 47 are J. K. (Spike) Wallace, 
| prez; Frank Pendleton, recording 
| secretary; H. C. Green, trustee. Phil 
| Fischer will accomp, as observer. 
From Negro Musicians’ Local 767 
| prez Bill Bailey, secretary Paul How- 
ard and trustee Fay Allen will at- | 
tend. Confab opens June 2, head- 
| quartered at Cadillac hotel, 


Big 3 to Offer 
Tunes to All Cos. 
On Equal Basis 


Hollywood, Feb, 11. 

Following series of huddles here 
last week it has been decided that 
hereafter Metro’s subsids, Robbins- 
Feist-Miller pub firms will offer new 
tunes to all other recording firms be- 
fore, or at least at the same time 
they are tendered to the forthcoming | 
| M-G-M label. 

Obviously decision was reached to 
circumvent any grumbling by other 
platteries that the Metro combine 
constituted a trust, or that the pub 
subsids showed any slighest partial- 
ity. Series of week-long confabs | 
at Metro were attended by Abe Ol- 
man, general-manager of the~ pubs, 
and Harry Myerson, artist-and- rep- 
ertoire chief of new waxery, both of 


\ 





in with studio execs. 


| March 1, with “Till the Clouds Roll | 


John G. Paine, general manager of | By” album the teeoff. Myerson will | with BMI. 


remain here two more weeks, to 
record new sides by Helen Forrest 
and David Rose, and during inter- 
missions confer with Jesse Kaye, 
label’s Coast chief. 

Olman is in Palm Springs, re- 
cuperating from attack of sinus 
which seized him shortly after ar- 
rival here. He will return for an- 
other session with Metro lot execs 
before wending back east. 


Stanley Adams Heads 
SPA Group in MPPA 
Tussle for Contract 


Stanley Adams has been named 
chairman of the committee repre- 





Assn, in its 





_ for a new contract between the two 
factions. Adams, who’s also a mem- 


ber of the board of the American | 


| Society of Composers, Authors and | 
| Publishers, replaced Milton Drake, | 
| who went to Colorado a few weeks | 
| ago for his health. 

Meetings between the writer and 
pub representatives on the new con- 
tract probably will start again later | 
| this month. Most of the publisher | 
| and writer principals, who were in | 
Florida, etc., on vacation, are now 


| 


'SPA and MPPA have twice agreed | 
|to extend the terms of the old con- 


| tract which expired Dec. 31. Cur- 


rent extension expires Feb. 28. 


Ed Fishman Suffers 
Slight Heart Atta 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| Ed Fishman suffered a heart attack | 


here and was 





| Lodge for observation and rest by | 


physician. 


Vet band booker anda talent man- 


| ager cannot be disturbed by friends, 





seriously ill. 


whom came here from N.Y. to sit- | 


senting the Songwriters Protective | 
negotiations with the! 
Music Publishers Protective Assn. | 


[Board Members Give Levy Fishy Eye 
When He Closes the Door to ASCAP. 
With ‘Richard in BMI Assignment 


+ “Open the Door, Richard,” new 
novelty song hit which two weeks 
ago threatened to be smothered be- 
fore it got started by legal argu- 
ments over its origin, is in more hot 
water. Only this time it’s Leeds 
Music, parent company of Duchess 
Music, holder of the “Richard” copy- 
right, which faces a battle. 

It seems that major music pub- 
lishers in New York who are mem- 
bers of the board of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers don’t like the action by 
Lou Levy of Leeds in placing 
i “Richard” in the Duchess cradle. 
| Duchess Music is a Broadcast Musie- 
laffiliated firm activated by another 
| hit, “For Sentimental Reasons.” And 
| the ASCAPers, who didn’t like it 
| when Levy went into the Duchess 
matter with BMI, but said nothing, 
are burning. They feel that Levy's 
move in tossing “Richard” inte 
Duchess and making Leeds its sell- 
ing agent is “showing teeth” at the 
Society, with which Levy has been 
embroiled for some time in an argu- 
; ment for a higher availability rating. 
| Leeds and Levy, generally looked 
|upon in the music trade as the most 
aggressive and wide-awake of the 
comparatively new major pub- 
|lishers, have been tangling with 
| ASCAP for some time over avail- 
lability. Levy has been before the 
| Society's Appeals Board and Pub- 
| lishers Classification Committee 
;}numerous times looking for a raise. 
| Twice he was jumped from 750 te 
| 1,000 points by the Appeals group 
and twice pushed back by the Classi- 
fication Committee. He has another 
| meeting coming up soon on another 
|}attempt. And it’s inferred by the 
| pubs that he isn’t going to get it be- 
cause of his move with “Richard.” 

All of which should blow things 
| wide open. Levy once before had a 
| deal cooking to take his holdings bag 
| and baggage out of ASCAP and join 
But he subsequently 
dropped his plans, 

Levy admits his placing of “Rich- 
|ard” in Duchess was deliberate, but 
\it had nothing to do with ASCAP 
| andl whatever argument he may 
have there. It happens that none 
of the writers of the song are 
ASCAP members, and it was his 
judgment and their request that he 
place the tune with BMI. From the 
latter they will get performance 
royalties. Not being ASCAP mem- 
bers they would not have gotten this 
coin had the song remained in Leeds. 
Same thing obtained with the 
writers of “Sentimental.” 


ASCAP Execs Eye 
Radio Renewal 


Discussion Monday (10) at an ex- 
| ecutive committee meeting of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers dealt with the 
| Society’s position with radio inter- 
ests. ASCAP’s current contract with 
radio has until 1949 te run, but dur- 
| ing reeent months there has been 
talk of a possible renewal deal be- 
| fore it expires. 
| Monday’s meeting is believed to 




















Introduced in the same House by | hack. To cover the interval both the | ‘have reached nothing concrete. 


SAMMY KAYE NAMED 
IN 1006 INJURY SUIT 


Birmingham, Feb. 11. 
| Sammy Kaye was named co-de- 
|fendant in a suit for $100,000 filed 
| here in Jefferson County court by 
| Celesta Breoks for injuries re- 
|ceived when she slipped and fell at 





ordered to Cedar }a dance at the auditorium, Jan. 18. 


Kaye is named because his band 
| was supplying the music. 

| Other defendants are the promo- 
| ters of the dance, Oliver and Claude 
| Ritter, the manager of the aud, and 


according to his doc, but he is not the operators of its soft drink con- 


| cession, 
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Harms Attorneys Ridicule Theory 
On ‘Notice of User’ for Smoke 
In Publisher Test of Sync Rates 


Attorneys for T. B. Harms, due to 
be involved with Longines-Wittnauer 
in a suit which figures to test the 
validity of rates set by publishers 
for transcription uses of their songs, 
brand as “ridiculous” the theory 
that Harms had not filed a “notice 
of user” on “Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes,” which would therefore fail 
to test the point of the argument. 


Attorneys interested in the case 
had pointed out last week that 
Longine’s complaint cited that Harms 
had not filed with the copyright di- 
vision, in Washington, a “notice of 
user” on the song and that the 
mechanical rights to the tune were 
therefore in the public domain. 
(Legal procedure demands that once 
a song is recorded, a “notice of user” 
be filed which thereafter allows 
anyone to record the tune by the 
simple method of asking for a li- 
cense and paying the full 2c per 
recording statutory royalty rate. Un- 
til a publisher allows a song to be 
recorded once and files such “no- 
tice” it can restrict the recording of 
a tune.) 


It seems that when the Longine | 
attorneys had made the contention | 
in their complaint that no “notice” | 


























;made the move. Actually, the pub- 
lisher had done so, in February, 
1934. So the mechanical rights to the 
tune are fully protected regardless 
of the Longine argument. 

Harms will do its best to see that 
ithe suit goes to trial. Harms and all! 
major publishers want to lift the 
‘cloud surrounding section IE of the 
11909 copyright law as it pertains— 
lor, rather, does not pertain—to tran- 
scriptions. Such song uses as tran- 
scriptions and synchronization were | 
not known then and Longine seeks | 
to prove that it is liable for only a 
2c royalty per use to publishers for 
song uses on transcriptions. Pub- 
\lishers have been asking 25¢ per 
|disk per performance for pop songs 
and 50c for show tunes. 

Publishers feel, too, that if their 
argument is sustained, it’s very prob- 
able they will boost the cost of mu- 
sic to transcription users, They feel 
the above price has been too low, 


| 


Drops Kenton Claim 


From 116 to $893 
In Breach of Date 


Zimanich Joins Col. 


Josef Zimanich, head of the ARA 
label while it was under Boris Mor- 
ros’ ownership, has joined Columbia 
Records in New York. He's in the 
artists and repertoire division under 
v.p. Manie Sacks, but his exact 
duties have not yet been determined. 

Zimanich left ARA when Mark 
Leff took over the now-defunct firm 
and has freelanced ever since, 


Bands Cut 1-Nite 


Bite on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
State of ballroom biz finally has 
forced down asking prices of name 
batoneers cavorting around Coast, 





for one-niters. Most booking agen- 
cies went to bat along with ter- 
palace operators in inducing leaders 
to slash demands by pointing out it 
had become a matter of meeting of- 
fers or getting no engagements. In 


less than a year possible one-nite 
time in entire state has dwindled 
from 28 dates to 12. Many a pro- 


moter has gone into another biz till 
the b.o. blues blow away. 

Stan Kenton is having a one-night 
skein laid out following his current 
month’s stand at Avodon and is ask- 
ing but $1,750, with 60% privilege, 
or $1,500 per nite if assured three 
consecutive stands by any one pro- 








not only for location dates, but also | 


nn ici, 


[Bands at Hotel B.O.’. | 

® * NS 
Fe Covers Tot 

Week deca 
Band Hotel Played Wa onyers 
Emil Coleman*,.. Waldorf (400; $2)........... g¥ecocth IF 2,500 46 808 
Jimmy Dorsey.,..Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 6 2,100 15.675 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 6 1,450 9/575 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)...... sooese 14 1875 3649 
Eddy Howard..,. Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 1 1.359 +2650 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........00.. 13 925 14,000 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Morton Downey; 
New Yorker, 
+ Nine Days. 


Ice Revue at 








Chicago 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700: $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Despite cold wave Edgewater got some conventioneers to total 3,909. @ 
Victor Lombardo (Panther Room, Sherman; 950; $2-$3.50 min ). With 
| Jan August aiding, coin machine men equaled gigantic 6,200. 
| Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Carl 
| Brisson opened Friday, Feb. 7. Hartmans closed their run with poor 2.000 
Griff Willlams (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). Very good 4800. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Bingo 3,400 covers 
Brisk 3,300 tabs. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 

Chicago 
Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). 
Dick Jurgens (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


Swell 4,100. 
Bad weather hurt, but still 





good, 17,500. 
Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Just like pre-peace with 
beautiful 6,200. Ted Lewis did it. 
Lawrence Welk (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Handsome 18.000. 
(Los Angeles) 
| Stan Kenton (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, Ist wk). Sock 16,000 payees, 


| putting site in black. 


| Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 5th wk). Profit at 
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had been filed, they did so on the | |moter, This is a big cut over Ken-| 6,000 admishes. 
understanding that Jerome Kern,| pave Salmon, Syracuse one-night|ton’s past quotations and engage- Vaughn Monroe (Palladium, B, Hollywood, Ist wk). Smashing 24,000, 
the song’s composer, should have |), moter who filed a civil action|ments have been a cinch to get.| Best stanza since Tex Beneke in September. 
for $11,000 last Fall against maestro as gti we a ov roses” of . 
' ; |Stan Kenton for fajjing to keep a/| one-nig ters to follow iS unday ; 2 : RIE SEES Re RE 
fa’ Liue la: date, has dropped his claim (2) closing at Palladium. He asked S S 
Music Bora T dance date, has doped is claim | ee arantee oor vuana, aner | Disking With Strange EM The Ballad Hit for 1947 
“soodwill.” This move by | Carmen Cavallaro got $10,000 for a 0 tfi A 
9 0 ie wate advice about two| Stanza at Million Dollar theatre he u its for T. Dorsey N Let's Put ur 
eat : liged promoters by cutting former A eS 
|months ago from the American Fed- | obli : yc D 
eration of Musicians to the effect | ney Pe > $1,500 wa vo ge Herman and Brown re) 
that if he persisted in suing Kenton | 4" dh nd ". racial ae: , "y Though their orchestras have tem- | HY Dreams To ether 
lin civil court he might find himself | £0¥ andie before heading east. | porarily been broken up, maestros T / 
h ‘on’s “unfair” list and|Four other names who habitually | , , 2 
,on the unions ~u : rere a aunt ts Jan Gerber Woody Herman and Tommy Dorsey 
| unable to continue promoting dances | 0 nls gy Tar arver | have both made records during re- | fa 
r Skinnay Ennis, Will Osborne and Al | 2 4 : 
| WiGR.. Reme. “Carnes. Donahue, have cut 20% under for- | Cnt weeks, and Les Brown is due U Victor: CHARLIE SPIVAK 
| AFM took the attitude that argu-| )., charge $1 000 or “slightly less | f0F 8 session for Columbia Records | Hy! Columbia; ELLIOTT LAWRENCE 
|ments with its members must be! Onl as : i .. | On the Coast tomorrow (Thursday). b = with mers te fellow < 
adjudicated by its executive board, ietetiate ‘ba held grec ergs this Herman recorded with a studio out- S 
; is i : sky-high price, | ft in Hollywood a week o 
|a rule that usually is applied only | ,_ . os , il ywo week or sO ago, 
| when both disputants at loggerheads jena Monroe. And since Willard | and T.D. made his at RCA-Victor in | MRNA D EER ODS 
|are AFM members. Alexander, his manager, arrived this |New York with the group he led at 1657 Broadway = New York 19.N. 
een ar er pene Po figured price will be re-|the Capitol theatre, N.Y. several 
| play for him last Oct. 18, but the | CUC® rastically. Monroe’s quote | weeks hack. Brown also is using a 
| Paramount theatre, N. Y., moved was guarantee of $3,500 per night— | .tudio outfit. ABE OLMAN OF THE BIG 3 








BOURNE. | 





|Kenton’s opening up a week and 


y ‘ 
| forced him to cancel a week of one- 


|nighters. Though the cancellations 
were made several weeks in advance, 

Salmon refused to accept unless 
| $2,500 was paid him for expenses, 

goodwill, etc. Kenton and General 

Artists, his booker thought the figure 
fet high and refused to pay it; the 

$11,000 suit followed. 

Meanwhile, the $11,000 court action 
has not been withdrawn. It is being 
held in abeyance pending the AFM’s 
arbitration efforts. 














NEW COPACABANA, Detroit 


~ LANT MaciNTYRE 


His Orchestra and 


the ALOHA MAIDS 


Opening Feb. 18 


CHIN'S, 


Cleveland 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING 


JOE GLASER, Pres 


745 Fifth Ave 








New York 22 


| sans even a nibble, especially as 
| promoters know orch is getting $6,- 
000 per week plus percentage at 
Palladium. 


CAVALLARO, KAYE RACTS 
FOR ASTOR REINSTATED 


Sale of the Astor hotel, New York, 
apparently will not be consummated 
until the fall, if at all. Contracts 
for the appearances of the bands of 
Carmen Cavallaro and Sammy Kaye 
on the hotel’s Roof Garden, which 
had been cancelled, have been rein- 
stated. Cavallaro opens the season 
either May 12 or 19, for four weeks, 
followed by Kaye for eight. 


Additional four weeks 





beyond 
Kaye to the end of the Roof’s season 





& | have not so far been filled. 





Citation of Merit Given 
To Songwriter McHugh 


Songwriter Jimmy McHugh was 
awarded the Citation of Merit, the 
second highest honor a civilian can 
be given, in Washington Monday 
(10) for his contribution to the war 
effort. Presentation was made by 
Secretary of War Patterson. 


McHugh drew the award for sell- 
ing $28,000,000 worth of war bonds 
in one evening on the Coast, penning 
the music for war shorts by Bing 
Crosby and Frank Sinatra, plus 
other efforts. Following the presen- 
tation, McHugh, who had been in 
New York, continued on to Holly- 
wood. 





Brown, 


set back. He’s down to open at the 
Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, 
March 18, but due to the fact that 
the transfer cards filed by some of 
his men with Los Angeles Local 47 
of the AFM won’t mature until later, 
he’s trying to delay it. He may 
switch periods with Tony Pastor, 
who’s due at the Palladium Apr!fl 29. 





Mary Maloy, formerly with Joe 
Sanders’ orchestra, joined Ray Rob- 
bins’ band here at the Peabody, 
Memphis. 


incidentally, may have his | 
date to return to the band business | 
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THE NEW RHUMBA SENSATION 


MUSIC BY HAL KANNER 


Successfuly Introduced by CHUY REYES over CBS 
Bourne, Inc., 799 Seventh Avenue, New York 


THANKS MUCHO MUCH EARL WILSON 


WORDS BY GLADYS SHELLEY 
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It’s got the “sparkle” of the best selling book . . . it’s got the “warmth” of the smash picture hit 
e+ - IT’S THE SENSATIONAL, NEW ROMANTIC BALLAD! 
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Creator of Title 
Betty MacDonoid 


Recordings { 
DINAH SHORE 


COLUMBIA 


SAMMY KAYE 


VICTOR 
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‘THe’s 
\ She's Such » 


MERRY MACS 


MAJESTIC 


HELEN FORREST 


MGM 


CONNIE HAINES 
and HARRY BABBITT 


MERCURY 


.-. ond others soon released 
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A Universal-Internotional Picture 
Soon Showing in Theatres from Coost-to-Coost 


The Big Disc Jockey-Juke Box Favorite Coming Up On Network Programs! 


IE YOU'RE EVER DOWN IN TEXAS 


aueke) antl 


i “By Dunham. * music by Terry Shand 


Watch for this new ‘‘boby"” — Copies coming your way this week! 


row Wan tome inctoh ay W, 


lyric by Mann Curtis * music by Vic Mizzy 


ita at a es 


ALLER MUSIC CORPORATION 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 NORMAN FOLEY. Gen: Prof. Mgr. 
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Music 





Notes 





Eli Oberstein, RCA-Victor veepee 


over weekend to supe flock of waxings, including sessions with Vaughn 
Monroe and Betty Rhodes....Jacqueline Darbo joined Coast cubicle of 


in’ charge of pop recordings, Coasted | 





Weiss Resigns Musicraft, 
Retains Coast Post 


Bobby Weiss resigned from Musi- 
craft Records Friday (7) and imme- 
diately returned to California, where | 
he will set up a publicity and ex-, 


| ploitation business of his own. Weiss | 


was assistant to Irving Felt. Musi- | 


Spina-Green Music Corp....Roy Tracy, Vogue Records’ recording supe, | craft president, and during the pe-| 
back in Detroit after waxing Art Kassel and Joan Edwards....Ernice | riod between his resignation and his | 
Andrews’ hot-jazz combo cutting six Joe Green ditties for Aladdin Rec-| exit Friday a deal was worked out | 
ords....Sidney Kornheiser, general manager of Burke & Van Heuset,/ ynder which he wi'l represent Musi- | 
back in N. Y. after fortnight on Coast. B & VH, incidentally, has started| ¢raft on the Coast on talent and | 
a subsid, Home Town Music, Inc., to handle hillbilly and prairie plaints.... 


Dinning Sisters’ present pattern breaking up. : 
Lou Dinning no longer wants to travel and henceforth will work with| was based on his inability to fake | 
chirp trio only when it is on Coast 
hillbilly and oatune dept. Charlie Adams will handle 


Since her recent marriag¢ 


Vanguard Songs, Inc., 
..Ruth Miller ha 


quit Four Star Records to join Hollywood publisher-rep firm of Aaron 
Rothenberg. ...Capitol Records prepping album of songs written in years 


past by Buddy De Sylva, plattery’s founder and board chairman. 


Vocco, veepee of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, west for fortnight to huddle 


with pub’s Coast chief, Lee Finburgh 
rep of Emery Music Co... .Johnny 
Tilton each sliced two sides last week for Capito] Records....Joe Ellison, 
former manager of Allied Records, Hollywood plant, joined Superior label! 
as production chief....Bob MacGimsey writing tunes on new pact given | 
vet by Scofield-Taylor Picture Productions. 


Printers Wage Hike May Result 





Bobby Gross has quit as Coast} 
Mercer, Andy Russell and Martha 








‘Songs With Largest 


Radio Audiences 


(Survey Week of Jan. 31-Feb. 6) 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover. 
age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub. 


lished by the Office of Research, Inc 


| A Gal in Calico—i“Time, Place, Girl”... .. 0... cece seen eae Remick 
A Rainy Night In Rio—?*“Time, Place, Og ae es, | UN ar ae Witmark 
All By Myself.:..... eat chs wes +89 SUMS Re Os . Berlin 
rey a | Se eer mei y >: errr ts Crh ye ...Famous 
Anniversary Song—?i"Jolson ‘Story”..... ..Mood 
ines | Bless You .... * See Ae ‘ br 
wee +s oi 'Y : aft! For Sentimental Reasons.......... «+... apy Serta ...Duchess 
Weiss @urition to have Me For You For Me Forever—7“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” .... Chappell 
i fntta Get Me S . 7 T —**Duel In the Sun”. a ri 
starting |the N. Y. climate. 2 ean Me _— on ban Love L . Feist 
a How Are Things In Glocca Morra “Finian’s Rainbow” ..Crawford 
+ ? Hugegin’ and Chalkin’ ... Hudson 
Rocco | NC. Disk Jock s Plug If This Isn’t Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow” Crawford 
P » {UT Close My Eyes Maurice 
Of Old Heartaches [t's a Good Da; Capitol 
It’s All Over Now : BMI 
Disk Forces Tune Up Let’s Go Back and Kiss the Girls Good-Night Again sees ept 
| Managua Nicaragua pi eG: Sinks Wo ad oe Rees «60 Encore 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. | There Is No Greater Love...... oy sfe'ce’s s dawes World 
Leeds Music 1s_ resurrecting| Oh, But I Do—*“Time, Place, Girl” Witmark 
“Heartaches,” a tune which has lain | Old Lamp-Lighter .... .. ..... bbe Gale. ..Shapiro-B 
dormant for 16 years. It is to get a| Ole Buttermilk Sky—*“Canyon Passage”.. .. Burke-VH 
buildup following an odd chain of} Open the Door, Richard . .Duchess 
coincidences which bobbed ditty in- | ee Seer Soar Petre. ree . Oxford 
to limelight. | Sooner Or Later—*“Song of South” . Santly-Joy 
| ast month a Decca ‘distrib in| This Is the Night.... ........ ....seeeees . Jefferson 


In Pubs Getting the Rap by March | 


Music publishers overall may have ; strike was threatened. A few print- 


the price of printing music boosted | 


after March 1 due to a raise in 
salary secured for their employees 
by the Amalgamated Lithographers 
Union, N. Y. Local 1. 


print music in advance to avoid the | 
boost as much as possible, just as | 


they did a few weeks back when a 


As a result, | 
some publishers are endeavoring to | 














MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 
BING CROSBY With Russ Morgan's 
Orch. New Decca Record No. 23745 
DOES YOUR HEART 
BEAT FOR ME? 


e 
THAT'S MY DESIRE 


a 
1 SOLD MY HEART 
TO THE JUNKMAN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 


'ers have already increased prices, 
| but most of the bigger ones haven't 
as yet. 

Printers, after being 
with a strike vote of some 7,000 
members of Local 1, gave in to a 
salary boost calling for 10% increase 
which cannot be less than $5.20. On 
top of that they submitted to an- 


threatened 


} 


other 5% tap which will go into a} 


sick and welfare fund for printers. 
Printers themselves feel that the 
extra salary comes at the wrong 
| time, since the music business has 
not been at full sales strength for 
almost a year. 


L.A. TERPALACES SEE 
SOME GOLD AT LAST) 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Ballroom biz saw some silver lin- 
jing last week, after long slump. For 
ifirst time in more than six months 
all terpalaces here pocketed some 











| profit. In his first of six stanzas at 





|'Palladium, Vaughn Monroe lured 








—TO DEALERS !— 
EMPEY RECORDS, 49c Ea. 
EMPEY 103 
OPEN THE DOOR, RICHARD 


Sung, Acted and Swung by 
TOSH (One String Willie) 
and His Jivesters 
EMPEY 101 
Harlem's Poppin’ 
Recorded by NOBLE SISSLE 
Of Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y. C. 


EMPEY 102 by “CHIC CHOCS” 
Sugar ‘win’ Them There Eyes 


With) 


EMPEY RECORDS, INC. 


115 W. 58rd St. New York 19 
Phone: COlumbus 5-9074 

















|abont 24,000 payees, giving site its 
| best week since Tex Beneke was on 
stand last September. 

| Avodon, with Stan Kentone, had) 
|its best week since spot opened last 
|May. Winding up initial frame last 
|night (Mon.), orch drew nearly :£7,- 
| 000, record that tops previous best, 
|the Xmas stanza when Count. Basie 
| was on tap. At Aragon, Art Kassel, 
| fortified by Desi Arnaz over week- 
;end, found profit in around 8,400 
|payees. Bobby Sherwood, at Tommy 
| Dorsey-owned Casino Gardens, ltred 
|}around 6,000 admishes. Sherwood, 
| originally brought in for month, now 
| has started sixth week and manage- 
| ment is picking up options week by 





week. 
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Charlotte, N. C., wanting to get rid 


»f 


400 


copies 


of Ted 


Weems 


1931 


c 

waxing of the song, which burdened 
'his inventory, got a local disk jockey 
|to plug the item. He started such a| 
demand that Decca was prompted to 
| re-issue the recording and Leeds was 
literally forced to go to work on the 
tune, 

Other waxeries are cutting it, 
RCA-Victor with Sammy Kaye, Co- 
|lumbia with Harry James, Mercury 
'with Frankie Laine, Majestic with | 
|Eddy Howard, Capitol with Joe} 
Alexander and others have prepped 
versions. 














Lawrence Suit 


Continued from page 37 


secure a raise to “A” classification. 
He has been before the Society's 
Appeals Board and Writers Classifi- 
cation Committee numerous times. 
His arguments are based on com- 
parison with two other writers who 
joined ASCAP at the same time as 
he, in 1934. These contemporaries, 
he seeks to prove by charts, have 
offered neither the same number 
nor equally as valuable. contribu- 
tions to the Soeiety’s repertoire as 


tion, the other is a “BB” writer. 
Therefore he feels that the present 
method of evaluating a _ writer’s 
worth to the Society is “too vague.” 


Though it’s not mentioned in the 
suit, Lawrence points to a recent 
move by the Songwriters Protective 
Assn. as a cue to his case. Mémbers 
of this organization pay annual dues 
on the basis of their classification in 


writer, SPA has asked him to pay 
dues on the basis of an*“A” classifi- 
cation. And the governing board of 
SPA, he points out, is composed of 
almost the identical men occupying 
positions on ASCAP’s Writers 
Classification Committee. 

As cited above, Lawrence’s action 
against ASCAP is not the first based 
on a pique over classification. Arthur 
Schwartz filed a suit some years 
back, but it never went to trial. 
It was settled by putting him in the 
AA classification. Johnny Burke and 
Jimmy Van Heusen also began one 
several years ago, but their ratings 
have since upped. 





Madame Portugal, wife of the 
Brazilian consul in Los Angeles, 
wrote the French lyrics to “J’vous 
Aime,” Sam Coslow’s tune, which 
Carmen Miranda sings in “Copaca- 
bana” (UA). 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Feb. 8) 








Anniversary Song......... Mood 
For Sentimental Reason.Duchess 
Old Lamplighter..... Shapiro-B 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah .Santly-Joy 
Cs ceeds ¥¥.6 bode ae 
oy Bs ..». Witmark 


Managua Nicaragua......Encore 
Open Door, Richard....Duchess 


I'll Close My Eyes...... Maurice 
8 2 ee Remick 
Second 10 
ee eRe ae Oxford 
Sooner or Later..... Santly-Joy 
Ole Buttermilk Sky. .Burke-VH. 
Girl That I Marry........ Berlin 


Rainy Night in Rio....Witmark 
Huggin’ And Chalkin’...Hudson 
Uncle Remus Said... .Santly-Joy 
You Are One I Love... .Sinatra 
Adobe Hacienda....... Southern 
Ever Leave Wyoming......Feist 








| Whole World Is Singing M3 


| Coffee Song ... 


Dorsey Bros. 


This Time ; 
Through a Thousand Dreams 
Uncle Remus Said—7“Song of the South” 


Sone 
South”. 


Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—?“Song of 


The the week, 


remaining 20 soinys oj 


Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G 


Among My Souvenirs.... 
Anybody’s Love Song . 
Best Man 


ee we eee 


Connecticut 


Girl That I Marry, The—**“Annie Get Your Gun”., 


I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away... 
at er” Rae GAM Sa 4) 5s i 0 0 scs aad a 
It Might Have Been a Different Story 


| Life Can Be Beautiful ....... 


| On the Other End of a Kiss.... 


Love Is a Rardom Thihg . 


ereweeee 


September Song .... 


oeeeeeeees 


f rom 


Remick 


c 


ant’ y-Joy 


Robbins 


Santly-Joy 


the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks, 


Peat 


man, Director, 


.-T. B. Harms 


he has; one is an an “A” classifica- | 


ASCAP. Though he’s now a “BBC” | 


So Would I—i“My Heart Goes Crazy”... 
That’s the Beginning of the End......... 
Too Many Times .... .. hae: se 
What Am I Gonna Do About You?.... 





| + Filmusical. 





* Legit Musical. 


Things We Did Last Summer, The........ 


You'll Always Be the One I Love—?“Song of South”. .. ca 


++. Miller 
.. Vanguard 
err Valiant 
rer ..H. Warren 
rere Berlin 
; eee Robbins 
...Peer 
WA ee 
Melrose 
Harms 
Bevel ly 


..Crawford 
Burke-VH 
.. ABC 
. .... Morris 
re Pe Fy Advanced 
. Paramount 
... Sinatra 

















| Summer Biz 


Continued from page 37 











ver; are other locations ot from 
three days to a week that will re- 
open. Cavalier debuts May 10 with 
Johnny Long. 

One-Nighters Active 

Of the one-nighters, Hershey 
| Park, Hershey, Pa.; Mahoney City, 
| Pa.; Sunset Ballroom, Carrolltown, 
Pa.; and the usual New England 
spots such as Old Orchard, Hamp- 
ton Beach, Riverside Park, Spring- 
field, Mass., et al, have either sig- 
nified resumption of biz or are ex- 
pected to. Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pa.; Andy Perry at Allentown; Val- 
encia Ballroom, York, Pa., all have 
been going through the winter. So 
far, bookers claim to know of no 
standard operation that will not re- 
sume this spring. And they claim, 
too, they haven't encountered 
much price resistance on_ the 
better names, though quotations 
are not down too much from 
last year’s. They are running into 
resistance on only the lesser names, 
of the calibre that sold pre-war for 
$450 a night and now must get or 
are asking $750 guarantees, 

Bookers*hope that by the time the 
spring rolls around the handful of 
better names that temporarily dis- 
banded recently, and others that 
have been hiding from the public, 
such as Harry James and Xavier 
Cugat, both of whom aspire to be 
actors rather than maestros, will 
start working. It’s probable that all 
of the disbanded outfits, such as 
Woody Herman’s, Tommy Dorsey’s 
and Les Brown’s, will again be in a 
position to accept dates. 

It has long been felt by top agents 
that some of the ills of the band 
business are traceable to the refusal 
of too many maestros to hit the 
road, that neither recordings nor 
film work takes the place of a pub- 
lic appearance to stimulate interest 
in themselves or the band business 
as a whole. To this, of course, the 
bandleaders point to wartime and 
postwar transportation and housing 
problems, among the numerous 
others encountered on the road. 
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A BEAUTIFUL BALLAD 
Sung by DEANNA DURBIN 


IN THE UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 


“TLL BE YOURS” 


ane 









Words by JACK BROOKS 
Music by WALTER SCHUMANN 


Chorus ITS DREAMTIME * 


Medium Slow with expression 


* * 


RECORDED BY: 


(Listed Alphabetically ) 


Blue Barron 


Carmen Cavallaro 
Bob Allen 


Harry Cool “ 







Saxey Dowell 
Vic Damone * 
Bob Eberle 
John Gart 

Dick Jurgens 






Jerry Jerome 
Vaughn Monroe 
Men of Manhattan 


Pied Pipers 
Andy Russell 


George Paxton 
Milt Saunders 


P 


=a. 


( 










— 2 






mp PP mp 
IT’S DREAM - TIME. let's put our hearts to - geth-er, IT'S DREAM- TIME 


a 









mp 2P ™ 


let’s look a-head to-geth-er as peo-ple do, Folks like me,— 


f 












Folks like you, _— Those in love. IT’S DREAM - TIME. 





Pp oe PY 
We'll find our fu - ture in it, IT’S DREAM - TIME —— 


~ 





ee 








»P inp 


Jerry Sears Dont waste a pre-cious min-ute; It’s time for me, _ Time for you, To make 


Mel Torme 
George Towne 


* * 
* 


all 


* 








‘ 





F F ra 





————————— 06 = or e 
this dream-ing come true. ____- IT’S true. 





Copyright 1946 by SANTLY-JOY Inc.,1619 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 


* * * 


ré TOMMY VALANDO 
r619 Broadway 
New York 19 NY S A i T LY- j O 4 , i ni Cc ie Gen. Prof. Mor 
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Coast AGVA Cracking Down On 


Tyro Nights in Theatres, Niteries 


o 


Hollywood, Feb, 11. 
American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
local chief, Florine Bale, is waging 
a campaign to extinguish completely 
“amateur nights” in niteries and 
theatres. Three spots hereabouts— 


Ambassador -hotel in Santa Monica, 
southside Stork Club and Toddle 
House, which used simon-pures oc- 
casionally—have agreed to use. notl 


ing but pros after being warned that 
unions would blacklist them if they 
continued partial pclicies. 

Theatres have been told they may 
us amateur shows thrice vearly 
providing only kids performed and 
pro talent was used rest of yea! 
AGVA drive here probably will ini- 
tiate national campaign, to grab 
working time for members, who feel 
pinch of dwindling playing time as 
niteries rapidly fold or drop floor 


shows 





GALE AGENCY CHANGES 


Walter Hyde has been. shifted 
fro the Moe Gale agency cocktail 
department .to. the theatre secto} 
He'll work with Lew Leslie in that 
department 

Irving Rose will now head the 


small combo division. 








} 


| 





Ace in the Hole 


Jimmy Ray, who in. prewar 
days was a cafe and vaude 
dancer, and is now a commercial 
plane pilot at a. minimum of 
$1,000 monthly, booking 
offices regularly on his days off. 

He takes club date: 


Visits 





Leopoldi to Head 
Unit in Concert Tour 
“eveland, Feb. 11. 
Herman Pa Viennese com- 
singer and piano satirist, is re- 


poser, 


turning to concert stage after closing | 


six-week nitery run at the Alpine 
Village here. 
He will appear in a continental 


variety revue sponsored by the 
Kabarett der Komiker at local Sev- 
erance Hall, Feb. 15. Staged by Kurt 
who put on similar per- 
formances at~New York’s Carnegie 
Hall and Town Hall, concert troupe 
will include Oscar Karlweis, Fred 
Lorenz, Kitty Mattern, 
Stoloff and Eva Arlen. 


Robitschek 











Michaela | 








LIGHTS! ACTION! CAMERA! 


McFARLAND 


846 7th Ave., New York 19, N. Y. 


EDDIE RAY, Photographer 
of Radio, Screen and Stage 
Stars, now associated with 
McFARLAND STUDIOS, 
master craftsmen of the 
high 
speed lights, is producing 
photography of unusual 
merit for show people, on 


new, sensational 


their own stage, large 
enough to accommodate 
50 artists. Appointment 


only. 


Studio of Creative 
Photography 


Circle 6-9018 


McIntyre, Alexander 
Almost Trade Blows 


Eddy Howard's. opening, at the 
Commodore hotel, N. Y., last week 
nearly saw a serious situation arise 
between maestro Hal McIntyre and 
Willard Alexander, 

McIntyre has felt recently that 
Alexander, who has a grip on the 
Commodore booking situation, was 
blocking him out of the hotel. When 
the two saw each other at the open- 
ing, words developed and threat- 
ened to lead to fisticuffs. 





IF lamingo, Las Vegas, 


| Delays Talent Splurge 
| Until Hotel Is Completed 


Flamingo club, Las Vegas, is post- 
| poning its talent presentations until 
the hotel-adjunct to the club is com- 
pleted. Andrews sisters were slated 
to open last week, were put back 
until sometime in March. Abbott 
i and Costello dates were also post- 
|poned. Comedy team were slated to 
get $15,000 weekly, while the An- 
drews sisters were down for $12,500 


Spot is reported to have been 
dropping heavy coin in the casino | 
because of the lack of daytime ac 
tivity Void in patronage, it’s felt, 
will be rectified when adjoining inn 
is completed. 


| Flamingo opened several months 
|ago with the most grandiose talent 
plans ever executed by any cafe. 
Preem session had Jimmy Durante 
and Kavier Cugat orch, 


e 
' Plans Name Resumption 
Anchor Room, Knickerbocker 
intends resuming the use of name 
bands this summer. Spot inaugurated 
|such a policy late last season. It 
|claims to have remote wire connec- 
|.tions 

Bernie Mann, who operates the 
425-capacity room (which can_ be 
| stretched to 700 with outside tre- 
| races) figures to open May 1. He's 
| dickering for Boyd Raeburn’s orches- 
tra. 


Pitt Cafe Held Up 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 
Two gunmen held up the man- 
ager and cashier of the Nixon Cafe, 
;early last Friday (7) and escaped 
with nearly $4,000, representing re- 


as Nixon Cocktail Room _ upstairs. 
| Police said the bandits apparently 
;hid in a washroom until all the pa- 
| trons had left, and then surprised 
iJ. H. Cayton, the manager, and 





| ‘ . 
‘Catherine Dees, the cashier. 























CURRENTLY 


ROXY THEATRE 


NEW YORK 


DIRECTION 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Thanks to SAMMY RAUCH 


ENTERTAINER TO ROYALTY 


Recently Returned to the States From 
Successful Tour of England 


BOY 
FOY 


YOUNG JUGGLING WONDER 
ON ONE WHEEL 





Miller Sells Embassy, N. Y. 


Ownership of the Embassy, N. Y., 
on Saturday (9) passed from Bill 
Miller to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schwartz, 
with Dave Paris still holding an in- 
terest in the spot. Schwartz was at 
one time in on the operation of the 
Troika club, Washington, 
closed down sometime ago after a 
disastrous fire. 

Miller will henceforth confine his 
nitery ‘operations to the Riviera, Ft. 


in.May with a name policy. 


Zero Mostel, currently in ‘‘Beg- 





‘Knickerbocker Yacht Club | Enciana. 


| Yacht Club, Port Washington, N. Y., | through 


ceipts from downstairs spot as well | 





gar’s Opera” on Broadway, will 
double into the spot starting Tues- 
day (18). He'll do only the mid- 


| night show. 


IMPORT ANIMALS, ACTS 
FOR RINGLING CIRCUS 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
Scouting for talent and animal 
acts in Portugal, Spain, Italy, Bel- 


gium, Holland, Sweden and France 
Hans Lederer has rounded up some 
12 animal acts and 25 other acts for 
a show to debut with Ringling, 
|'Barnum & Bailey Circus in Madison 


Square Garden, N. Y: in April. De- 
claring European tent business looks 
promising this season, Lederengwill 
remain abroad another six week 
organizing the shipment of acts 
which have been delayed every- 
where by visa and transportation 
bottlenecks, thus necessitating mov- 


ing some animals by plane. 

Meanwhile, Lederer has booked 
several American acts for tours ol 
Scandinavia . and = even 
France, where he managed to have 
part of acts’ salaries remitted home 
‘in dollars. Also here on a look-see 
France and the continent 
|has been circus operator John Ring- 
{ling North, who is siated to return 
ito the U. S. Saturday (15). Show- 
jman Clifford Fischer plans to sail 
| the same day for the States, 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 11. 

|. A memorial service was held here 
| for the late Grace Moore at the local 
| Methodist church under auspices of 
}Saranac Lake Study and Craft 
| Guild. Songstress had often aided the 
| Guild. 

Eugene Platzman 
and member of the 
ony, left for Florida 
to continue the cure. 
| Sig Mealy, in his third month of 
bed routine due to setback, is slowly 
perting. up. Ditto. for Forrest 
“Slim” Glenn, who is penciled in 
for observation at the French hos- 
pital, N.Y.C. 
| Sophie Mede mastered first stage 
|of the thoracoplasty operation and 
| back at the Rogers. 
| William Garzke planed in from the 
| Big Town to visit wife, Edith 
| Garzke, who is making nice come- 
back. ; 

Ann Commerford flashing good 
clinic reports. 


music arranger 
downtown col- 
with his frau 


Thanks to Dave Ferguson of Jew- | 


of “Burlesque” and Joe Laurie, Jr., 

of “Can You Top This” for their 

greetings and good cheer campaign 
in behalf of the shutins. 

Helen Pelechowicz showing im- 
| provement.via bed routine. : Ditto 
| for Lillian Bergson who was floored 
| with the flu. 

Al Bagdasarian, commentator ove: 
local station WNBZ, lauded the Will 
Rogers Memorial in his broadcast of 
“Features of Our City.” It was a 
nice plug, neatly handled. 

The annual March of Dimes drive 
at the Rogers went over the top 
with Helen LeClaire Carlson, Lee 
| Klimick, Sam Lefko collecting for 


j 
lor Theatrical Guild, Bobby Barry 


the staff. 
Write to those who are ill. 
teenie _ 




















HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy’ Dance Antics’ 


Currently 
365 CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











Direction MATTY ROSEN 





which | 


Lee, N. J., which he expects to open | 


the patients, and Marie Southard for | 


Se 


Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 





Cut Prices To 


Up Dinner Bi 


Menu prices in many New York 
| niteries are being reduced consider 

| bly in an effort to stimulate tee 
Some spots which haven't shown a 
table d’hote menu since the beginning 
of the war are now offering neike 
fixe prices. Drinks at the bar have 


akso been reduced at many Clubs 

Spots like La Martinique fo, the 
first time in'many years are adver. 
tising dinners starting at $2.75 lhe 
Embassy for the first time nee it 
|}opened has printed me: ith flat. 
priced dinners, while tl} Copaca. 
bana is showing the table @hote 
menu with greater lrequens . 

Leon & Eddie’s has reduced drinks 
at the bar from $1 to 85 cent That 
spot also advertises a full-course 
dinner at $1.50. Some of the 52d 
street bars have arinks from 75 
cenis 

However, despite with the price ree 


ductions, individual checks remain 
virtually the same even during the 
dinner session when minimums are 
off. Average check remains 








at about 
$4 per person, difference being made 
up in arinks, Niteries are still hang. 
ing onto the same minimun vhich 
from $2.50 on weekdays to $459 
on weekends and holidays 
MINNEAPOLIS 
DAILY TIMES 
February 8, 1947 
(By the Ringsider) 
“JACK SHEA, ‘The Mad 
Auctioneer,’ swings into his 
riotaus auction and_ gives 


away nylons, cartons of ciga- 
rettes, cases of brew, peanuts 
by the case, bottled goods, 
neckties and a handful of 
money to those who are not 
afraid to bid—and none are— 
and to top it all they get their 
money back. 

“Shea, with one of the most 
entertaining novelty acts in 
show business, pulls even 
bigger laugh-provoking stunts 
and is funnier, more enjoy- 
able since we last saw him 
with Olsen & Johnson’s ‘Sons 
0’ Fun’ at the Lyceum Theatre 
here. To miss this one is to 
miss one of the rare comedy 
treats of the season.” 

LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
Until March 13th 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
"BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emece) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.’s on any material! If em 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


— 


eee __ 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

*% Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive i 
Showbiz! : 

|i w 1947 Catalog FREE! ' 

|| & Exclusive material our specialty 























J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. 1. City 2, N. ¥. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 














53rd St. E.—Club space. attractively 
laid out, on ground fleor of et 
ment honse; 2,232 sa. ft. ag 
structed, Hnoleum floor, suitable ~ 
dancing stadio, meeting bull, pa 
Dressing rooms and showers 0" wi 
floor. 


WM. A. WHITE & SONS 
‘| MU. 2-2300 Mr. O'Neil 
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Romberg Concerts 


Put Him at Peak 


Of New Career; Opens 117-Date Tour 


Newark, N. J., Feb. 11. 

At 60, when most people are think- 
ing of resting on their annuities, 
sigmund Romberg is at the peak of 
a new career, Composer has reached 
tbree-score years in an eventful 
musical career that finds him still 
a name to be reckoned with at the 
poxoffice. 

Now, it’s concerts, It’s been con- 
certs for several seasons, ever since 
he started a new cycle of a medium 
that includes almost every type of 
musical entertainment, And _ that 
goes from large-scale orchestras, 
such as Romberg’s current 55-piece 
outfit to, perhaps, lesser vaudeville- 
type performers see king to take ad- 


vantage of a wartime trend that 
paid off. 
Friday night (8) at the Mosque | 


theatre here Romberg began another | 


of the annual cross-country con- 
cert treks that he began in 1942, and 
which has since become an assured 
b.o. commodity. This time it’s 117 
dates in various types of auditoria, 


and the maestro-composer, who has 
written some of the great scores 
for Broadway musical comedy and 


light opera, can well gross close to 
the million mark on a hegira that'll 
see him wind up on May 26. 


With a nut of $17,000 weekly for a 
70-people personnel including ad- 
vancemen, etc., plus soloists and 
himself as the batoneer, Romberg 
has been routined wisely in a set- 
up that spotlights his own composi- 
tions, though always with modesty. 
This is, after all “An Evening With 
Romberg,” and at $4.80 top in New- 
ark, his music is what they came 
to hear. The sellout of nearly $8,000 
was full testimony to what show- 
manship and selling can do to put 
over a show of this type. 

Romberg can still do a littie cut- 
ting, especially in the first half of 
the layout, but there’s no doubt that 
he will have achieved this before 
the troupe has played many more 
concerts. His program includes such 
orchestral numbers as Offenbach’s 
“La Belle Helene” for the overture 
all the way to Kern, Porter, Gersh- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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AGVA Fines Songstress 


For Breaching Pact 
Hollywood, Feb. 11, 

Trial Board of American Guild of 
Variety Artists last week fined 
nitery chirp Margo Shafer $100 for 
“conduct unbecoming a member” 
and also ordered her to pay Club 
Zamboanga and agent total of $82 
after being found guilty of breach 
of contract by Board. 

Booked to open recently at nitery. 
Miss Shafer failed to show. Zam- 
boanga then haled singer up before 
union. At the hearing she angrily 
denounced proceedings and flounced 








out, for which action she was fined. 
| In paying off all around, Miss Shafer 
also tendered written apologies, 





; 


| Mickey Rooney Tagged 
By Army Pal With 
106 Breach Suit 


| Mickey Rooney is being sued for 
| $10,000 by his ex-sergeant in the 
| Army, Hugh Benson, in an action 
filed yesterday (Tuesday) in New 
York Supreme Court. Benson claims 
|a verbal contract between himself 
and Rooney in which he was to be 
paid $200 a week for a year “as an 
administrative adviser in connection 
with Rooney’s acting and theatrical 
producing activities.” 

Pictures and clips from Philadel- 
phia newspapers were submitted as 
evidence by Benson's attorney, Henry 
Zeltner, showing the comedian with 
Benson shortly following their dis- 
charge from the Army and quoting 
| Rooney as saying, “Benson was my 
boss in the Army but now he’s going 
to work for me.” Benson was for- 
merly with Army Special Services 
and traveled in Europe with Rooney 
when they were doing “Jeep Shows.” 
He said that the deal was originally 
broached in Europe and was finalized 
verbally March 2, 1946. 

Rooney's attorneys 
full denial. 


registered a 














, SC; 














Beverly Tyler’s P.A. At 
Capitol, N.Y., March 14 


Beverly Tyler, Metro contract 


player, has been signed for the Capi- 


tol theatre, N. Y., starting around 
March 14, Miss Tyler, who appears 
in “The Beginning or the End” 
(M-G), will follow that picture into 
the house, It’s figured that her p.a. 
will mean more at the b.o. once the 
film circulates. 

Deal was made by Matty Rosen, of 
the A. & S. Lyons office, Whether 
Miss Tyler will appear on other 
dates hasn’t been determined yet. 





Sonja Henie Icer’s 


1506 on N.Y. Run 


Sonja Henie with her “Hollywood 
Ice Revue” closed the season to 
capacity at Madison Square Garden 
Tuesday (11). There was a total of 
75 performances limited to four 
cities, show having played Indian- 
apolis, Detroit and Chicago prior to 
New York. In each stand two per- 
formances more were added over 
last season’s schedule but the total 
number of appearances was less be- 
cause the attraction will not 
the Coast. Takings for the Garden 
date were estimated at $750,000 and 
the total for the four stands figured 
at $2,200,000. Cost of production was 
around $400,000. 


Last season Miss Henie played the 
ice palace renamed for her at West- 
wood, just outside Beverly Hills, for 
five weeks. The arena was purchased 
by Arthur Wirtz, who presents the 
skating star, and a Chicago group 
but some difficulty over leases was 
not settled and the Coast date was 
scratched. It had been planned to 
use the Westwood spot as the orig- 
inating point, quite a number of the 
line skaters hailing from that area. 


Miss Henie is due to plane to 
Europe Thursday (13) to search for 
talent for next season’s show and 
also to visit her home in Norway for 
the first time since the war. 





Buddy Ebsen, until recently in 
“Showboat,” has been signed for a 
tour of Loew one-nighters in New 











York starting Feb. 19. 





Melba Now Talent Head 
For Sheraton Hotel Chain 


Ex-maestro Stanley Melba has 
been signed by the Sheraton Corp. 
as talent supervisor for its chain of 
28 hotels, 

Melba’s first chore is 





play | 


of the company now 
the Copley-Plaza, Boston; Belvedere, 
| Baltimore, and Providence-Biltmore, 
| Providence. 


MCA, Tepper Feuding 
Over Lester’s Direct 
Booking in Balto Boite 


Jerry Lester has been booked in- 
to the Club Charles, Baltimore, start- 
\ing Feb. 18 at $2,750 climaxing a 
lsecond feud between Music Corp. 
of America and Sol cafe’s 
| booker. During negotiations between 
|Tepper and Lou Mandell, Lester's 
attorney-manager, MCA sent Tepper 
la registered letter protesting his di- 
|rect contact with an MCA act, Copy 

of the note was forwarded to Artists 








Tepper 


| Representatives Assn., the agents’ | 
organization. 
Despite the MCA protests, deal 


was consummated with Mandell, 
who, according to Lester’s under- 
standing with MCA, has the right 
to negotiate dates for the comic. 

It’s the second scrap Tepper has 
had with MCA, First tiff came on 
the Martha Tilton booking when, at 
the conclusion of her date at the 
Charles, spot took out 5% booking 
fee and forwarded it to Tepper. 
MCA subsequently demanded return 
of the percentage stating that on all 
deals involving MCA acts, prices are 
net. Tepper declaring that since no 
net provision was in the contract, 
his cut was legal. MCA’s claim on 
the Tilton setto has been inactive 
for sometime after some attempts 
were made to get the refund. 





+ 





using shows, | 


| weekly with cafe paying the 








Abbott & Costello Nix 256 Fla. Nitery 
Date When Unable to Set Line for Airer 


Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fia., 
which is seeking top namés, got two 
rebuffs within a week when Abbott 
and Costello and Maurice Chevalier 
turned down bids to play that spot. 

The Abbott and Costello deal, 
which would have started yesterday 
(11) had to be dropped after the 
comics had tentatively accepted, 
when it was found that it would be 


getting the | impossible to get lines to the spot 
| music and talent for the three hotels | to enable them 


to broadcast their 
Camel show on Thursday nights. 

Comics were slated to get $25,000 
line 
charges. Proceeds were to have 
gone to the Lou Costello, Jr., Foun- 
dation, an endowment in memory 
of Costello’s infant son who died 
several years ago. Deal is highest 
ever proffered by a cafe. 

Chevalier, who was offered $15,000 
weekly, turned down the deal be- 
cause he doesn’t want to work cafes 
as yet. Gallic chanteur is slated to 
arrive from Europe Feb. 28 on the 
Queen Elizabeth and will do a con- 
cert tour opening March 9 in New 
York at a theatre still to be selected. 
Chevalier’s opening show will be a 
benefit for American Aid to France 
with French Ambassador Henri and 
Mme. Bonnet sponsoring. 

William Morris agency, bookers of 
the Colonial Inn, was able to par- 
tially compensate for the two dis- 
appointments with Carmen Miranda, 
who opens there last week in Feb- 
ruary. 


‘TCE-CAPADES’ 1206 
IN 11 AT NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Feb. 11. 


“Ice-Capades” completed an Il- 
day stand at the Arena Sunday (9). 
Show played to 45,000 which meant, 
at -$3.60 top, a healthy $120,000. 


Trixie, juggler, left the troupe 
after final performance here to 
await a family addition, Bobby 
Specht, out of cast for some time 
with a broken ankle, limbered up 
while here and returns to show dur- 
ing current Hershey, Pa., stand. 











————— 





JOAN EDWARDS 


AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING SINGING PERSONALITY 


« 
"She is not only a fine singer, but a terrific entertainer and presents an 


entirely new idea in her acf." 


—BOB CORBIN 


Manager, Golden Gate Theatre—San Francisco 


© just closed triumphant week, Golden Gate Theatre 


® Opening RKO Boston February 13th 


® Opening State Theatre, Hartford, February 21st 


* Opening New York Paramount February 26th 


Guest Appearance Forthcoming on Carnation Program With Percy Faith 


Personol Manager—JACK BERTELL, Piaza Hotel 


Booked Exclusively MCA Artists Ltd. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, Miami 


Miami Beach, Feb. 8. 
Ritz Bros., Susan Miller, De Mar- 
los (2), Maxellos (4), Ralph Young, 
June Taylor Girls (7), Dave Tyler 
Orch (14), Noro Morales Orch (12); 
$4-$5 min. 





You've got to have an attraction 


‘to bring the payees into a cafe here- 


abouts or resign yourself to offish 
biz against the stiff competition. 
Proof lies in the recent engagement 
of Danny Kaye at this spot, his stay 
pulling the smart room out of the 
doldrums into money-making class 
and now the continued socko biz 
brought in by the Ritz brothers. 
That the Ritzes are one of the 
hardest working acts in the cafe biz 
is demonstrated again in the two 
completely different shows they of- 
fer nightly. Their laugh-making 
proclivities are an established fact. 


And whether they offer standard or | 


new stuff, the yocks keep coming in 
a Steady stream. 

First show finds them working in 
own spot, the laugh-getters includ- 
ing the takeoff on “Samson and 
Delilah” with the screwy twist on 
hair-shampoo outfits, “Dark Eyes” 
and that zany biz with the orch 


“The Guy In The Middle” a howler | 


winding up in a cream pie slapstick 
and their latest, “We're Continental. 
Sentimental Gentlemen of Song.” 
Encore with their classic lampoon- 
ing of Richman and Ted Lewis. In 


second sesh the trio work through- 
out the show, interweaving their 
screwballisms into every act. Finale 
with “Snow White” and the Sinatra 
takeoff. 


Supporting. acts build solidly to 
the topliners. Susan Miller, blonde 
looker with a zingy delivery, scores 
in her sequencé. Tees off with 
“Green Grass Grew All Around,” an 
aud participation bit; changes pace 
with “Anniversary Song” and then 
“No Business Like Show Business” 
for big returns 





Versailles, N. Y. 
Bernard Bros. (2), Bob Grant and 
Panchito Orchs; $3.50 and $4.50 min. 


The Bernard Bros. are back and 
still effective but might well start 
adding some new wrinkles to their 
well-developed phonograph record 
mimicry. Still the best of that type 
of turn, none the less the format is 
familiar and while class tells in their 
accented knowledge of audience 
values. some extra furbelows are 
well in order. Their impression of 
an old-fashioned song-and-dance 
team with that “Tea for Two” non- 
sense is an idea of the proper prog- 
ressiveness. 








| Plenty of class is added by the De 


Marlos,a young,nice looking terp duo: | the 


| Male half, throughout, cleverly cen- 
|ters aud attention on sultry looking 
|\femme partner. Routining is defi- 

nitely different, as is their musical 

backgrounding. Open with “Liebe- 
lstraum” to show daring lifts and 
ispins that win attention Follow 

with an exciting routine to a medley 
\from “Porgy and Bess” that wraps 
| things up. 

Tumbling acroantics and balanc- 
ing of the Maxellos is also sock. 
They're an integral part of the 
Ritz’s stint and in own spot earn 
gasps with their footwork and lifts. 

Production has been streamiined 
by a fast opener, with the June Tay- 
lor girls handling “Java Jive.” Ralph 
Young sings the Benny Davis lyrics 
to the number. Dave Tyler rates 
|bows for the manner in which he 
| backs a difficult show. Noro Morales 
and his rumba junta get the anat- 
omy tessers up on the floor in heavy 
numbers between shows. Lary. 























TONY MARTIN 


Everything w 


in the 


at the COPA with you all in March 


JAYNE and ADAM Di GATANC 


STRAND THEATRE 2-14-47 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


booking into the 
Versailles. like Irwin Corey’s into 
Copacabana, concurrently in 
N. Y., is part of the current trend for 
moderation of expenditure. Both 
turns are alumni of the so-called 
“Continental”-type of bistros, of the 
Blue Angel and Ruban Bleu calibre, 
and thus somewhat out of their ele- 
ment in spots which heretofore ac- 
cented top-price headliners. It’s to 
the Bernards’ credit that they’re the 
applause hit, as evidenced here, but 
it’s necessary for them to match the 
big league spotting with a little more 
weight. As it stands, the Friday 
night business while fair was evi- 
dence of the differential between the 
Jean Sablon-Carl Brisson-Dwight 
Fiske type of draw, and this act. On 
the other hand, where the class trade 
turns out in larger numbers for the 
above-mentioned trio, the Bernards 
probably eclipse them as applause 
hits. The hand-to-hand music is 


The Bernards’ 


| rather unusual in bistros of the Ver- 


sailles type. but the freres got a 
plenitude of that so they mimicked 
the Andrews Sisters, Crosby-Mary 
Martin, Ethel Merman-Ray Middle- 
ton (“I Can Do Anything Better”), 
Betty Hutton and the like. Their 


| 





ill be COPA-setic 


interim 


“Sonny Boy” satire has become 
|something of a_ classic as done b 
\the Bernards. The “Annie Get Your 
|Gun” excerpt is relatively new and 
| likewise very good. Their picaresque 
;“costuming” to match each is good 
| showmanship. 

| Panchito’s Latin rhythms and Bob 
| Grant’s brisk dansapation round out 
| the show. Grant, still a juve, in- 
| cidentally marks a reunion with co- 
host Nick Prounis with whom the 
|}maestro started many years ago in 
ithe old Beaux Arts on West 40th, 
|N. Y. Per custom, maitre d’ Robert 
,runs the room like a masculine 
Emily Post with suavity and dis- 
| patch, and biz apparently continues 
jon high plane despite relative con- 
\servation and the weather. And 
|New York’s snowstorms, for once, 
| make the weather a good alibi for 
any boniface. Abel. 


Breek Club, Miami 
Miami Beach, Feb. 9. 
Yvette, Capella & Patricia, Jules 
Lande Orch (7); Prix Fixe Dinner, 
| $10. 





| area, and attracting the Palm Beach 
set as well as the formal crowd in 
the Miamis, this chi-chi spot had beén 
operating sans talent. However, 





business pickup throughout the re- 
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One of the smartest boites in the 











TOM MARTIN, GAC ® 


A MAN WITH A RECORD 


REX OWEN 


ugATIRICAL IMPRESSIONS” 


— THANKS TO — 
HARRY GREEN @® 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL, New Orleans 


HARRY KILBY, GAC 


sort has brought a change, with a 
well paced 45-minute show installed. 
Yvette, a seasonal standard for 
this room, scores in no uncertain 
fashion with the attendees. Her 
chaim and manner of delivery fit 
the room perfectly. Turns in a 
neatly blended song stint which in- 
cludes “Glocca Morra” “In The Park 
In Paris,” “Happiness Is A Thing 
Called Joe,” “Doin’ What Comes 
Natur'lly” and “J’Attandrai.” Niftily 
gowned, she works in intimate, easy 
manner to rate the sock reception 
she gets: 

Capella and Patricia, dance team, 
are also repeaters here. Duo click 
with lifts and spins in top class. 
Routines are well-balanced and in- 
clude samba, foxtrot and a version 
of the Castles that ends in a breath- 
taking spin with Capella balancing 
Patricia on one hand while whirling. 
Makes for boff applause. Encore 
with a graceful Viennese waltz. 
Jules Lande orch, though obvi- 
ously not ‘set up instrumentally to 
lay a show, manage to accomp in 
air fashion. On the dance side they 
get the conservative patrons up in 
goodly numbers with their sweet 
rhythms. Lary. 


Copacabana, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 5. 
Jimmy Savo, Phil Foster, Dolores 
Gray, Gomez & Beatrice, Marianne, 


James Burrell, Jane Wynn, Chuy 
Reyes Orch (14), Arnie Barneit 
Orch (12), Line (16). Produced by 


Wally Wanger; music by Frank War- 
ren; costumes by Billy Livingstone; 
$3.50 min. 

Layout for this show, which is the 
most elaborate in town, bogs down 
from its own weight. There is too 
much duplication which could easily 
be eliminated. 

Bistro, most costly in Chi, and esti- 
yated to have cost over 400G to build, 
has tropical format with palm trees 
as centerpieces and strip lighting 
blending into exotic murals. Club is 
divided into a supper room, seating 
500 guests, and a lounge bar from 
which part of the show can be seen. 

Jimmy Savo, not seen here for 
years, remains the great panto artist 
as always. Rings the bell with old 
faves, many of which have never 
been seen here as “Those Little 
Things,” “Road ta Mandalay,” “Old 
Black Magic,” and “One Meat Ball.” 
New bit is “I'm ‘Married to a Strip 
Tease Dancer,” which is ‘a change 
from his usual takeoffs. Closes with 
Hindu rope trick and begs off to pro- 
longed applause. Having undergone 
recent leg amputation, 
doesn't 
performance. 

Phil Foster, other funny man on 
bill, is dissimilar in his delivery. 
Comic. who is playing midwest for 


hit, for local consumption. 
ners applause by essaying ordinary, 
everyday characters with payoff re- 
sults. 

Looker of the show is blond 
Dolores Gray, shapely husky-piped 
chirper, who does a swell job on 
“Love Is On The Air To-night,” 
“These Foolish Things,” and jazzes 
up “Maids of Cadiz.” Takeoff of Vir- 
ginia O’Brien doing “In a Little 
Spanish Town,” which is not too 
fresh or well done, could be elimi- 
nated. 

James Burrell, who does the lyrics 


voice which he displays in a spot of 
his own on “Whole World Is Sing- 
ing My Song,” and “You Keep Com- 
ing Back Like A Song.” If show 


dance patterns. 


attention getter as 


they choose 


session, 


Marianne, soloterper, does 

















STEVE EVANS 
Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Openiug Feb. 14, KARLE, PHILA, 
DIR.: MATTY ROSEN 








from the book, has a clear high tenor | 


wasn't owerlong could stand another | 
{song or two. 
Top ballroom team of Beatrice and | 
Gomez uses Bob Edwards to provide | 
effective vocal background for their | 
End act with sure | 


partners from ringsiders for rhumba | 





handicap | 
affect comic at all in his | 


first time, has revised New York ma- | 
terial with which he scored such a/| 
He gar- | 





| 
| 


tive minute twirl that has custo... 
ve ute twirl that has c 
c watches and ree 
hefty sendoff as she finishes. 
dance act in the show is Jane Wyn 
soubret, who is musical comedy 
material with her fast taps and solid 
ng on production numbers. 
Line girls are nifty costumed jn 
owns that accentuate their height 
owever, gals do not work weij 
together, which is most apparent in 
their slow numbers. Chuy Reyes 
i4 piece rhumba band bring out the 
rhumba dancers on the floor and 
Arnie Barnett and 12 piece oreh 
back the show in fine style. Loop. 





Havana Madrid. N. y, 


Paco Reyes, Carmen Sol, Gloria 
Libran, Chito Izar, Line (6), Luis 
Del Campo Orch (11), Raymond 


Argueso Orch (8); $3.50 min 

Retrenchment policy at this pop. 
priced nitery is being poured on 
without much subtlety in the cur. 
rent show. Result is a formless and 
tasteless hodge-podge without the 
yeast of any name talent or standout 
acts. Lacking in variety and strung 
together without much planning 
show drags for the full length of its 
40-minute run. With this type of 
entertainment fare, the bistro has to 
depend solely upon the rhumbaddicts 
who, at least, can find solid chile 
rhythms dished up by the two 
combos of Luis Del Campo and Ray- 
mond Argueso. 

Best bit is turned in by Chito Izar 
who comes on midway with an ae- 
ceptable brand of crooning. Reper- 
tory is nicely varied between Ameri- 
can pop tunes like “Just Yours” and 
“Begin the Beguine” and a collec- 
tion of romantic ballads in Spanish. 
Compared to the rest of the layout, 


(Continued on page 46) 
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CAPPELLA 


And 


PATRICIA 


Currently 
EXCLUSIVE 


BROOK CLUB 


Miami Beach 


Previously 


Hotel Nacional 
Cuba 














Currently 


Roosevelt Hotel 


NEW ORLEANS 
Per. Rep.: HAKRY GREEN 
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VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
NOW (indefinitely) 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 
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High Operating Costs, Booking Slump 
Give Talent Agencies Plenty Headaches 


Cost of operation in talent agen- 
cies has gone up considerably since 
the recent business slump. Although 
volume of business is on level with 
the wartime booms, cost of booking 
performers and bands has risen to 
the point where some agencies de- 
clare that operations take up to 7% 
of an act’s commission and some- 
times higher in the case of bands. 


Reason for hike of operation costs 


stems from the fact that it’s more| 
difficult to sell, and some salaries | 


have gone down. Retrenchment in 
many cafes and cocktail lounges has 
also added to agency expenses, At 
the same time, declare 
they’re still saddled with boomtime 
expenses. Some offices, 
Music Corp. of America and General 
Artists Corp., have cut down to some 
degree in operating costs, but ma- 
jority still maintain the same num- 
ber of employees as during the war. 

It’s pointed out that most agencies 
indulge in high speed selling via long 
distance telephone and _ telegraph. 
Whereas, a year ago, one call to a 


agencies 


particularly 


Pittsburgh or a ‘Detroit booker 
might have resulted in four or five | 
placements, agents today conside1 


themselves lucky to get one or two 
acts placed. 
Split Fees 

In addition, some offices are being 
forced to do business with cafe 
bookers who demand 10% as their 
cut. This is done sub-rosa because of 
the fact that American Guild of 
Variety Artists in its agreement with 
the Artists Representatives Assn. 
has declared the agent’s cut to be 
10% with the booker limited to 
5%. A year ago, these bookers 
couldn’t get to first base with this 
demand because of the seller’s mar- 
ket. Some N. Y. agents are now 
forced to book through these offices 
in order to get some acts set. When 
that happens the agent can get only 
5% commission. 

The cost of doing business in 
theatres, however, remains virtually 
the same. There has been no ap- 
preciable dent in the amount of 
playing time, and since most deals 
are made in New York, theatre de- 
partments still show a good profit. 
b—————————— — -______. 
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KING COLE 3°S $1,500 
PLUS 60%, IN CONCERTS 


King Cole Trio will play a series 
of “concerts” through Texas begin- 
ning May 2. So far, the three-man 
group, which because of its record- 








ings is one of the strongest b.o 
names available, has been sold on 
six dates through Dallas, Fort Worth 
Houston, etc., for $1,500 guarantees 
| against 60% of the gross. They will 
play large auditoriums only. 
Unusual angle is that the trio is 
being sold alone. As a rule, when 
combos such as Cole’s are sold a 
above, a semi-name band is included 
| in a package to provide dance music. 
|Cole will play straight concerts. 





‘Union Grants Nitery Op 
| Rehearing on Salary Ro 


Paul young, operatoi 01 trie 


Romany Room, Washington, D. C., 


has been granted appeal by Ameri- | 


| can Guild of Variety Artists from 


a previous ruling that tagged him for 
|$750 for salaries due on unplayed 


|time of the vaude unit “Fun For | 


HILDEGARDE’S EXTENDED 


|Your Money,” which recently played 
jthe nitery. 


Act, according to Young, had been 
| booked in for two weeks several 
|weeks ago. When he decided to 
| change opening date of his nitery 
shows from Monday to Fridays, he 
claims to have consulted Leo Fuld, 
producer of “Fun” on remaining for 
four extra days. He claims latter 
okayed deal but that nine other per- 
formers in the unit took their beef 
to AGVA for a full week’s salary, 
instead of four days, which had been 
promised. 


Young appeared at AGVA this 
week, denying such allegations and 
has been granted a rehearing on the 
matter, set for next week. 





Jane Russell Bows Out 
Of Florida Nitery Deal 


Miami Beach, Feb. 11. 

Deal for Jane Russell for the 
Copacabana, Miami Beach, ° fell 
through last week. Miss Russell, at 
the last minute, decided against mak- 
ing nitery appearances until she has 
set proper sort of act, 
| Miss Russell was submitted at 
| $15,000 weekly, which was accepta- 


be- to Murray Weinger, Copa opera- 





tor, who felt that, despite the ab-| 


|sence of acceptable material, she 
could draw business to his boite. 
Film actress has already made per- 
sonals in vaude. 


Hayes Repeat 
Date at Copa, N.Y. 


' 
} 
| Peter Lind Hayes, first postwar 
jname to develop via niteries, may 
|} repeat at the Copacabana, N. Y., 
|; May 8. Hayes emerged into bigtime 
after his engagement last year at the 
bistro, and is committed to another 
date there. Mel Torme, songwriter- 
singer, has already been signed fo! 
that layout. 

Hayes would be in the layout fol- 
llowing Tony Martin, who'll open 
'March 13. Irwin Corey, current 
| comic, may hold over on that show. 





RUN AT PERSIAN RM, N.Y. 


Hildegarde’s engagement at the 
Persian room of the Plaza hotel has 
been extended until May, giving the 
|}chanteuse the longest engagement 
she’s ever had at this spot. Hilde- 
garde started engagement there Nov. 
7, but run was not continuous be- 
cause of several weeks’ illness when 
Gracie Fields and Tito Guizar sub- 
stituted. 
| Chanteuse has been making supper 
|club appearances in New York for 
j}about 10 years. Before hecoming an 
| annual attraction at the Persian 
|room, Hildegarde appeared at the 
‘Savoy Plaza hotel. 








ROONEY SETS STATE, N.Y. 
DATE AT $12,500 PLUS /, 


Mickey Rooney, who’s set to play 





the Copacabana, Miami Beach, Feb. 
28, will continue his personal ap- 
pearances, with his first New York 
vaude date in several years. 

set for a two-week date at Loew’s 
| State theatre, starting April 3. He'll 
|supply surrounding acts. 


Rooney 


Rooney is reported getting $12,500 
and overages Deal was Okayed by 
Sam _ Stiefel and William Mo} 
Agency 


Rooney auring his 1940 date at the 
State grossed nearly $49,000. 


Irving, Davis Ankle GAC 
To Set Up Own Talent Agcy. 


Resignations of Val Irving 
General 





from 
Artists Corp. cafe depart- 
ment, and Mort Davis, of the GAC 
band location sector, were handed in 
over the weekend, Both quit to go 
into business for themselves with 
| Irving opening a booking office and 
| Davis embarking into personal man- 
agement. 

Irving has already set up offices 
and is said to be supported in this 
move by Monte Proser, operator of 
the Copacabana, N. Y., who will buy 
unattached acts through Irving, and 
will turn over to Irving acts which 
he has under management. 
who recently started going into per- 
sonal management as a sideline in an 
effort to find talent for his club and 
pictures which he will produce, has 
Bill Shirley under contract, and is 
seeking other talent. 

Davis is starting off with a list that 
includes Billy Maxted’s orch, Phil 
Moore’s band and the Four Vaga- 
bonds. 


| GAC has made no replacements as 














Proser, | 


Major Agencies Angling Radio Names 
For Vauders During Summer Hiatus 


* Talent agencies are preparing for 


the close of the regular radio sea- 
son by submitting talent from top 
| Shows for presentation in vaude. 
{Several have already been signed for 
vaude dates during the summer. 
William Morris agency has already 
started the ball rolling with the 
pacting of Dick Haymes for summer 
theatre dates. He’s been signed for 
ithe Oriental theatre, Chicago, for an 
|} August appearance. It’s also submit- 
ting Andy Russell for dates during 
Both appeared in 


vaude last summer 





he hot months 


Music Corp. of America b- 
mitting Jack Benny for vaude. This 
will mark the comic’s first theatre 
tour in years. Agency is attempting 
to package nost of the Ben: y stock 
company into this package which is 


being offered on guarantee and over- 
age basis. If no suitable deals can be 
set up, it’s likely that Rochester, 
Dennis Day and the Phil Harris 
orch will be sold separately. 
Feelers have also been sent out on 
Dinah Shore, Peter Lind Hayes, Ab- 
bott and Costello and the Vaughn 
Monroe orch. Agencies haven't dis- 
cussed terms for these performers, 
merely probing to see what 
the ummer vaude traffic will bea 


Showboat Actor Beats 
Robbery Rap in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

Charles G. Kaiser, 22, a member 
of the troupe of Capt. John W. 
| Menke’s showboat “Goldenrod,” beat 
'a highway robbery rap last week and 
| justified the impresario’s faith in his 
j}innocence. When Kaiser and two 
'others were arresied for holding up 
|John Shelton, a native, near the 
| levee last summer Capt. Menke told 
| cops the actor was aboard the 
;Goldenrod at the hour of the rob- 
bery and was innocent. 

Last week in Circuit Judge Waldo 
C. Mayfield’s court Shelten repu- 
diated his previous identification of 
| Kaiser and said he was not one of 
the trio that held him up. The others 
| were convicted several months ago 
and are serving sentences in the 
workhouse. 


Dut are 
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Management CHARLES YATES 





Associated Booking Corp., 745 Sth Ave. New York 


ov Tin Pan Alley’s Minstrel 
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Las Vegas, Nevada 
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give them a new feeling of what an 
audience really is—people, not 
points; it would make them realize 
the vastness of their influence; in- | 
still a feeling of responsibility in 
them; and would give them a new 
appreciation of radio—a medium, 
it’s argued, that some of them use 
and prosper by, and yet ridicule. 
Perhaps the staunchest champion | 
of them all in the campaign to “give | 
radio back to the people” is Hugh 
Terry, manager of the powerful 
Rocky Mountain CBS affiliate, KLZ, | 
in Denver. Terry has just completed 
comprehensive reports tabulating 
the payoffs on the recent “Vox Pop” | 
and Durante - Moore originations in 





Denver. These are being submitted But 


to talent, client, agency, local repre- 
sentatives and network, to back up 
his campaign to send more and more 
air shows out to the people. 


: 
Terry Formula 
In fact Terry has laid before CBS 


execs an ambitious formula for a 
planned schedule of “personal ap- | 
pearances” in selected cities —- paid | 


for cooperatively — by the network |! 


promotion dept., client-agency, and | 
the station, since each would benefit 
considerably. 


“Instead of a small co-op news- 


paper campaign,” says Terry, “or 
in place of the expensive hodge- 
podge ‘fall premium’ Stars in the 


Afternoon, and in place of a $25,000 
promotion award contest — all this | 
coin can be lumped into a real kitty | 
to help take radio back to the peo- 
ple. From CBS alone, such a pool- 
ing of funds would total little short 
of $750,000. Then, mayhaps, client | 
and agency would also be alert to | 


the worthiness and would add their | 


bit to the pool. Then some stations 











Berlins’ Record 





| feverish communities 
| year. 


|something for 


for radio. 


‘Radio Back to People’ 


Continued from page 1 











— those selected for this originating 
cooperation—would also be expected 
to contribute. By now we've got a 
real pile of coin. The average cost 
of a mid-country net origination 


(over the cost of its usual L. A. or | 


N. Y. origination) would probably 
be about $5,000. That would take 
a raft of dandy shows into a lot of 
in one short 


“Folks in New York or Hollywood 
have no idea what a commotion oc- 
curs when a bigtime radio show 
hits the hinterlands. It really does 
the people in the 


troupe, for the station, and for the | 


listeners. Of course, just traveling 
a show isn’t the answer — it requires 
wholehearted and expensive coop- 
eration on the part of the station. 
when ‘all is forthcoming, the 
overall effect is tremendously good | 


“More of this needs 
in fact, must be done.” 


has nothing to do with any of Wan- 
ger’s current deals, and it may well | 
be released through some other dis- 
trib entirely, 


to be done; 


| 


1 —~ 








Jeanne D’Arc 


Continued. from 











page 


with no reference to | 
either U or UA. Film will go into | 
production in Hollywood immediate- 
ly following the closing in May of 
the current Broadway hit in which 
Miss Bergman is appearing, Maxwell 
Anderson’s “Joan of Lorraine.” 
Script for the pic, which will be in 
Technicolor, will incorporate por- 
tions of Anderson’s play. Eliminated 
will be those scenes which provide 
|a framework for the “Joan” parts— 
the modern-day scenes in which Miss 


Bergman is shown in _ discussion 
|with the “director’ ‘on how she 





tt continued from page 1 


for Freed and Berlin to enlist the available to work on the screenplay. | lengthy stint. 


services of such Metro contractees 
as Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Gray- 
son, Judy Garland, Gene Kelly 
and Red Sk<«lton, and others 
whom Berlin deems necessary to 
properly sing his songs. The story 
idea is also Berlin’s, that being part 
of the package, as was th® case with 
his two predecessors, “Blue Skies” 
and “Holiday Inn,” both Par. 


The previous high flat price for a 
musical score was the $300,000 paid 
Cole Porter for his “Night and Day” 
package which, however, included 
rights to his biography as well as all 
the tunes. Incidentally, Berlin 
“agented” this Porter deal with 
Warner Bros. Porter best took ad- 
vantage of such large income by 
spreading the $300,000 over a period 
of 10 years, being paid $30,000 per 
annum, Berlin’s deal with Metro 
for the $600,000 may likewise be 
amortized over a period of years. 
The George Gershwin biopix rights 
(WB) went for around $125,000. 
George M. Cohan’s “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy” (also WB) ealled for a like 


amount, plus 10% over $2,500,000. 
paccnaerommcons stones oe 


'should play “Joan.” Miss Bergman 
‘said she hoped Anderson would be 


Miss Bergman has been intent on 
doing a “Joan” picture next, and’ was 
| prepared to set aside any other com- 
|mitments. The Hollywood strike, 
} however, has made any move in that 
| direction on her part unnecessary. 
| Her next scheduled picture was to be 
|“Under Capricorn” for Transatlantic 
Films, the Alfred. Hitchcock-Sidney 
| Bernstein unit. Studio strike, how- 
|}ever, postponed the start so long of 
“The Paradine Case” which Hitch- 
cock is now making for Selznick, that 
it won’t be completed until April. 
That leaves too little time for “Cap- 
ricorn” to be made in England this 
summer, as had been planned, and a 
decision was made in the past few 
weeks to postpone it until the spring 
of 1948. 


Otherwise, Miss Bergman’s only 


ment with Wanger to join him in an 
indie unit, EN Productions, to make 
“The Ballad and the Source.” 
EN setup will be pushed off, how- 
ever, since Fleming, for many years 
a Metro director will be partnered 
in the new “Joan unit. 
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other commitment was an arrange-| 
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Night Club Reviews 
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(Continued from page 44) 
Havana Madrid. N. Y. 


Izar’s crooning makes a strong im- 
pression, 





group show up best. Joan Montell, 
a singer and Carmen Montoya are 
reviewed under New Acts. Art 
Waner’s crew does the usual com- 
petent showbacking. Jose. 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full 


Letiers in parenthesis indicate circuit: (1) Inde 


or split week 
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Keiths (BR) 13 
Joan Edwards 
Ciro Rimac Ore 
Nonchalants 
Arthur Blake 

BOUND BROOK 

Brook (1) 15-16 











Romberg 


me Continued from page 43 


win and Berlin. And all done with a 
showmanship without which this 
type of show can easily go awry 
whatever the straight playing values. 

The veteran composer has wisely 
chosen good-looking people as the 
soloists, and he_ projects them 
smartly all the way. Thcere’s the 
dark-haired, winsome Nita Carol, 
an operatic soprano; Gene Marvey, 
a handsome tenor; Gail Manners and 
Leonne Hall, both of whom are 
stunning blonde lookers with singing 
talent as well. And all garbed in 
impeccable taste. 

Romberg handle the introductions 
of his soloists, and he knows how 
to use a proper veneer of schmaltz 
that, perhaps, might be labeled corn 
at Carnegie but is strictly bargain 
stuff for Newark. 

Orchestrally, vocally or with the 
composer at the piano, Romberg 
compositions garner the major 
plaudits, namely “It Doesn't Cost 
You Anything to Dream.” “Carou- 
sel in the Park,” “The Big 
Yard” and “Clese as Pages in 
Book,” all from his last Broadway 
show, “Up In Central Park: “May- 
time,” “Riff Song,” ‘One Alone” and 
“Romance” (All “Desert Song”); 
“Lover Come Back to Me” “Softly 
/as in a Morning Sunrise” and “One 








| Kiss” (all “New Moon"). among 
others. 
And there are tunes by Johann 
Strauss, Sousa, Kalman . Lehar, 


Lecuona, plus classics by Mascagni, 
Nicolai, Sandoval, Malotte, Bizet and 
others, all done with mass appeal 
with which Romberg can’t miss. 





Kahn. 
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Duke Norman 
Pat Day 
Finn Bros 
(two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 14-16 
The Lorraines 
Tommy tHanton 
The Jacksons 
Walter Walters 
Buddies 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (1) 
Bob .Crosb: 
Town Criers 
3 Dunhills 
Eddie Leo 
Oriental (1) 
Clyde MeCoy 


Jr 


” 
e 


i4 
Ore 


13 


Ore 





SAN FRANCISCO 


Golden Gate (BR) 12 
Truth or Contittt! 
‘Truth of Con- 


secpiences” 
Ralph Kdwards 

SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (Db) 
Sasha Leonoff 
lerdinand 
Jachie & Tuffy 
Doris Faye 
Geortie Kaye 
Charles & Barbara 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 13 
Givays 
Amory Bros 
Eddie Hanley 
Gaudemith Bros 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 16 
Sammy White 
Julie Day & Alva 
Kate Ellen 





lixtremes 
Dobas 2 











Cabaret Bills 








Blue Angel 
John Buckmaster 
Josephine Premice 
| Mildred Bailey 
| Joan Nichol 
| Teicher & Terranti 

Cafe Soctety 

_ (Downtown) 
| Olivette Miller 
Clift Jackson 
osh White 

C Beard Oro 
Cafe Soviety 

(Uptown) 
|} Lucienne Boyer 
| Dave Martin 3 
Kdmund Hall Ore 
} Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
| Salici Puppets 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Orc 
Reid Orc 

China Doll 
| George Wong Tr 
| Frances Chun 
| Tai Sings 
| Ming Ling 
| Jose Curbello Ore 
Copacabana 
| Irwin Corey 
Bill Shirley 
|Raye & Naldi 
Steen & Tasher 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 


| Diamond Norseshoe 
Siri 








NEW YORK CITY 





j mogene Ceca 


Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Banks 
Hal Hunter 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
f.osita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 
Chelo Vil!areal 
Embassy 
Larry Marvin 
Duanos 
Jose Mellis Ore 
Ralph Font Or 
leeland 
Britton 
Whiteman Jr 
la Conga 
Jack Howard 
Machito Ore 
Pup! Campo Ore 
La Martinique 
K Dunham Ders 
Ernie Stuart Ure 
Latin QOuartes 
A lee Simpkins 
Paul Winchell 
Francis & Grey 
Chandra Kaly 
Craddocks 
Chic Gladke 
4 Esquires 
Wanger Line 
Leon & adle’s 


Milt 


Ore 
P 


Or 


Ders 


13-16 
the Bull | 











Rest of the show is comprised of | (P) Paramount; (BR) RKO; (W) arner 
several turns apiece by Paco Reyes, | 
Spanish  hoofer; Gloria Libran.| wew YyORK CEPY)p Well & 4 Fays Sonny King ei aan 
femme dancer, and Carmen Sol, Capitel (L) 13 | Jack Leonard 3 Parks Hotel Roosey 
doubling in song and dance—all of ‘Hex Menthe Ore Brown Dots ¢ yin Montoya Guy Lombardo Ore 
whom work singly and together In| Gene Sheldon State (i) 14-16 es ant ,, Hotel Taft 

: : ith i f six | The Fontaines State ( Sherry Britton Vincent Lopez or 
conjunction with the line of six Music Hall (i) 13 | King Cole 3 Art Waner Ore Waldorf-Astoria’ 
girls Reves is slotted at three dif- = = +4 a Sonny Dunham Or Monte Carle Morton Downey 
eS el : é i while Patricia Bowman Caits Br & Marilyn | Dick Gasparre © | Emil Cole : 
ferent spots in the show and, Charles Laskey Bob Gertry Roberto Mischa Borr Or? 
his flamenco style dancing is neatly | Gi) maison raver Siboney Rogers Corne, 

* ' Te tr se sh to : ae : HOLYOKE ; ‘ ‘ orner 
executed, it’s not strong enough | Robert Marshall Valley Arena (1) 16 Old Romasian Don Baker 
carry the heavy load put on him.|T & F Valett George Paxton Ore | Jackie Phillips Kapua 
Gloria Libran’s castanet - clicking | rant de Ballet Michael O'Shea npg | mena ge 
-outines are standard. w » Carmex tocKettes (three to fill) win ve i _~ aWwailans 
routines are standard, while C armen | stom Chol sree se CITY Joe La Porte Ore The Chanteurs 
Sol’s warbling and dancing have 0C- | paramount (P) 12 Tewer (1) 14 G'wieh Village ine | Barry Bros Ore 
casional striking moments but on the lCootie Williams B Ada Brown Ni1G we ue arene a Bice 
whole, never rise far above the} kia Fitzgerald er ae Ms jorte a Ale Muriel Gem 
mediocrity of the show. Choreog- | — trea ogee MI AME - Chavez Orc Genie King 
raphy and costuming in the produc- | oa rap . Toe Olympia (Pf) 12 | Ned Harvey Ore — ees a 

. i; Stump & & ) . br eonar » , 
tion numbers par the general level. | Saar an ae Fred Rone! > marame Madrid naré Hiott 

| ’ q as ns aco -] 

Del Campo’s crew of four reeds, | price Lorre ang atte ton Versailles 
|two brass and five rhythm cut the | Gi elie ners + mee ig 7 Rernard Bros 
show in acceptable form and flash | Roy roy R & B Ambrose a Tne Panchito Ore. 
some firstrate dansapation rhythms | pat Terry NEWARK Luis Del , Village Vangearé 
for the Arthur Murray disciples after | Evelyn Knight r# Adame (i) 26 Carlos Varela Ore Maxine Sullivan 
the show. Argueso’s smaller combo | _ meng Mot 13 Olga y gg Bem pin nent-Fiase 4 4 ge OSE 
alternates on the stand in adept mga ce ag Soloed Cima a gene Don Frye 
style. Herm. Jerry Bergen Now 6 ea Kiddie Stone Ore Baa ieee 

—. Stern ¥ NE CDE Nino Bd Sddie Gibbs 

had opted ‘ ie (I) 13-15 Hotel Biltmore ‘a Lh pln. 
- ~ | arriso 1s er ,ate wilen ‘or Pn Cavall ro sertrude Niesen 
Leon & Eddie’s. N. Y. i _ Strand (WwW) 14 Camille & WLaurine Hotel Bvt tetgens mah Jan Murray 
jack wi . Game na |} Claude Thornhil! O Extremes wAady Howard Ore Hal LeRoy 
> Jackte : wie, hag le = rh Dit atanos Dobas Hotel New Yorker B b ‘Ara) ms 
Sherry Britton, 4 Macks, 3 Parks, Car- | Al mn H ule ; Fred Jenel husk -Geane Cee Nelle Fis ne 
» J . at 1A ickersa on veling ove taeburn 
men Montoya, Joan Montell, F rank | Rob fonkine onan, ‘a Mari n Spels an +1 gt 
Shepherd Line (10), Art Waner’s * BRONX PO anne EO Dlnli a waries Wive} 
"h- ; ‘indsor (1) 15-16 ‘ : Tarrs Bob Lee 
r . men. im vy Joy re Al OF ar b 
sith aad aa | Ted Claire Gare atten” Bob Turk. ; Kay Carble 
Leon Enken has shelled out more | — a RS aa Delage & Shirley Hotel Pennsyivanir | Stuart Langley 
» as § ; Joe Phillips ° » a eninenin > Frankie Carle Ore Peggy Palmer 
heavily on the current layout since | Don Corey Majathe th). 18-16 Hotel Pierre D'Quincey & Giv'ns 
Eddie Davis is on a combo vacation- ed ROOnE YN chirter Tavalle Noble & King ” Zimmerman’s 
i “i . rising the < . . a oR nee Jere McMahor rene ardos 
business trip SUpCt visings the L&E | Flatbush (1) 13-15 n yd af” ad vas Flore nes ineenen a Janczi “Makula 
operation Pea on wares re be Wong ‘Troupe tire y Arenrs Chas Reader Ore Zig Bela 
absence of the entertaining ha Oo eanor owers : Prone or ie Cass Harrison Orc aul Arnole 
| the boniface team, Leon has selected | Mary RB. Diamond Eve Dolores Hotel Plaza o a Alda 
é ’ : > s = | | Hildegarde elen enzel 
i. show that leans engin - —- | ial Kanner Ore ftan ' Oriove 

and novelty values which wi ri 

the boite’s audiences for high enter- E and STANLEY CHICAGO ae 
tainment values. LOW HIT Blackhawk ja ralgewa er c 
* Sparkplug of the current show is ° Russ Carlyle Ore | Henry Brandon Q 
J kie Whalen who's now slipping NOW PLAYING Geneve Dorn | Hild Dreers (16) 

| Jaca! : , . ; | Woo Woo Stevens onna Lane 

into the niche of Davis’ permanent SCHROEDER HOTEL | Chez Paree pe he ate I : 
sub. Taking the cue from the absent MILWAUKEE | Tony Martin as aon 
|partner’s recitals, Whalen’s japeries | Sack Gale Desk Lathrop & Lee 
|are aimed at the tourist trade. He Direction: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY §) june Edwards \ tee) enarene 
| has a good assortment of yarns with 1501 Broadway, New York | Gay Claridge Ore victor Lombarde 

} . ‘ . . | Adorabler (12 . n 4 
|touches of indigo which hits the - | Pryiie Gale ) Carl Marx 

| patronage’ nicely. He's an_indus- | | tucio Garcia Ore in Models (8) 
trious performer, working bits be- | Lee Mills & Powers | 17-19 Colosimo’s Don MeCrane Ore 
itween the acts aside from his own Al Norman Mara & Maurice | Sivies vrancie Dennis Kelly 

Does neatly for him- | NS Dolly Barr | Sherman Gir Bob Hall 

: : : | QUEENS ‘he S , ‘o | Buddie be Vito Boulevar-Dears 
| self in this spot. j |} Jamaica (1) 12-15 earl am ng Garon & Bennett Satin Gunehee 
| There’s a_ greater reliance on | Virginia Austin — Seana & Jamon Rohmer & Darrow |-req Lewis Ore 
| standard turns this show with Sonny | Ae ge yO na PHILADELPHIA Sol Feola Ore Geraldine Du Bois 
| King, tenoring to the satisfaction of Dick Leslie ‘ erman Gp is a Copacabana raul yhite. 
| the audience, even though he uses a| Toy & Wing cs :Sweamee - S@euertan Qee Corwin Sis 
'too schmaltzy delivery. Other wk. | BALTIMORE ua | ane Curtis | Arne Barnett Ore Bol Klein Ore 
ysrance ij “¥ . -ks. | Hippodrome (1) | Spaul 2 Jim Savo Mack Triplets 
es gee he by -the Four Macks, Marten & Delita | Searle UW) “4 imme Burrell Palmer House 
|mixed skating group of three gals | yvonne Moray | a Rink My Ef wy Griff Williams Ore 
land a guy, who do a fast routine sod Marshall Bros Sieve . Brahe Hotel Bismarck Dorothy shay 
|spins and lifts to hit the applause | Don Rice Sep ies i: | ee, ee hammasined” 
| jackpot. ee ® = een thy i480 com, Rede perng Abbott D’ncers (12) 
The spot s permanent sex-display | Betts Teno laeens Vivian Blaine Lenore ir = ja" 

; > 2rre ei , + 7 os “ . ré "1s raye 
1S, as usual, by Sherry Britton, who Chas Stuart Co Sam Donahue Ore _—. yigg Sate Cartes 
this trip eschews the shedding of | The Aristocrats Ray English Montero. i thee 

i i 16-19 KEKADING Eddie Fens Ore Nancy Doran 
raiment in favor of a writhy-wriggly |... Phere Rujah (1) 13-15 Hotel Blackstone | Rob Lee 
terp turn. For the firemen—it’s tres Pacre Cs Aler- “s George Paxton Ore | Carl Brissen Copsey & Ayers 

ai me gy Canfield Simith Ramos Orch Don Bradfield 
gal. . Lew Nelson anf ( oe is Ee The Lovelies (10) 

Rest of the bill has newcomers, of | Nichols & Penny Re rmi< Toe Vera Ore Cee Davidson Ore 
which the Three Parks, an acro BOSTON = : 


Vine Gardens 
Al Zimmy 
Ryan Bros (8) 
Joe Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 


Sam Bari 

Hotel Continental 
Za Bach's Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 











Runyon-Croshy 


Continued from page 1 





out in two or three weeks. Before 
he «ould get to his typewriter, how- 
ever, he turned critically ill. 


Spokesman for Korda said Crosby 
had been extremely gracious in ex- 
tending the time limitation and 
otherwise expressing willingness to 
cooperate. However, the story was 
a tailor-made affair, not only for 
Crosby’s talents, but for Runyon’, 
it was said, and Korda is experience 
ing difficulty in getting another 
writer to pick up the threads or in 
locating another suitable yarn. 

Korda idea on which Runyon was 
working was to have Crosby an 
American cowhand who suddenly, 
via the death of a distant relative 10 
England, finds himself a British 
nobleman, with a castle, hunting 
preserve and the other standard 
prerogatives. There’s then a com- 
parison of American ways with 
British, which prove that while 
there are superficial differences, 
people are the same the world over. 

One of the humorous ideas in the 
story, for instance, was to have the 
British, with whom Crosby goes 
grouse-hunting, amazed to find that 
while they use the traditional fow!l- 
ing piece, the American cowhand 
gets his grouse every time by shoot- 
ing from the hip. Another was his 
insistence on tising a western saddle, 
instead of the conventional English 
saddle, but getting there faster 
nevertheless. 

It was hoped that Runyon might 
have left some scraps of the story 
among his papers and a thorough 
search of his efforts was made with 





F.ddie Davis 
Jackie Whalan 


that possibility in mind. Not a line 
has been found, however. 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
- Ink Spots (4), Ella Fitzgerald, 
Stump & Stumpy, Tip, Tap & Toe, 
Cootie Williams Orch (16); “Easy 
Come, Easy Go” (Par), reviewed in 
Variety, Feb. 5, '47. 





An all-sepia show is currently get- 
ting over very well in this midtown 
house on the strength of a generally 
good entertainment level rather than 
any single big act. Bill has. good 
length and balance. 


Cootie Williams’ band, with five 
reed, eight brass and three rhythm, 
open with a blues number, “Let's 
Do the Whole Thing,” which might 
have a bit too much color for the 
family trade. Follower is “Open the 
Door Richard” for continuous 
chuckles. Seems anyone can sing 
this one now and get a laugh. 

Probably best returns on the lay- 
out are garnered by dance trio Tip, 
Tap and Toe. These old-timers pro- 
vide plenty of yocks and good terps 
in their stint, with the tall boy’s 


shuffles drawing best. They're good 


for any date. 
Ella Fitzgerald is spotted before 
Stump & Stumpy to prevent a se- 
quence of vocalists, since Ink Spots 
wind up the bill. While she’s no 
longer the draw she once was, Miss 
Fitzgerald still rates among the best. 
Probably could do better with more 
choice of songs, replacing opener 
“For Sentimental Reasons” with one 
of 
well. Should also omit “Stone Cold 
Dead in the Market” despite fact 
that she made it a hit. Song is too 
old and not a standard, therefore 
falls stone cold dead on 


ence. Her closer is a vocal jam on 


“Lady Be Good,” nearer the type of | 


thing she does best, but a trifle long. 
Routine needs sprucing. 


Combining slapstick, dance and 
chatter, Stump and Stumpy open 
slowly, but build well to a good en- 
core stanza. Vocal gags are n.s.h. 
but Stump’s mugging and gyrations 
bring nice returns, as does Stumpy’s 
terping. 

Ink Spots have a strong enough 
name to headline the bill, but they 
don’t top in the entertainment cate- 
gory. Open with “To Each His Own,” 
follow with “I Never Had a Dream 
Come True,” and close on “The 
Gypsy.” Despite no change in their 
usual soporific style, the quartet is 
still gd good. Mitting is okay, 
and they come back to encore “If I 
Didn't Care,” plus a couple of other 
of their standards. Bow off quietly. 

Tomm. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 7. 
The Paysees (2), Bob Hopkins, 
Bonnie Baker, Walton & O’Rourke; 
“Secret Heart” (M-G). 


——— es 





Holdover of feature film is accom- 
panied by one of best balanced bills 
of recent weeks. General average 
of quartet of acts is high, with in- 
terest sustained throughout. 

Star of show is Bonnie Baker. 
baby-voiced chantoosey, whose dis- 
tinctive style still clicks. Gal’s ma- 
terial is good, and she builds up 
from a mild beginning to a_ sock 
finish with the familiar “Oh 
Johnny” number. Standout on rou- 
tine is “A Good Little Bad Little 
Girl,” which’ Miss Baker manages 
with a minimum of expression and 
& maximum of suggestion. 

Bob Hopkins gets smash reception 
in an imitation act which tops any- 
thing of this type seen here recent- 
ly. Accent throughout is on comedy, 
with hep gags as well as Convincing 
takeoffs. Format is effective, with 
Hopkins doing a Bing Crosby rou- 
tine, in which the crooner emcees 
a line up of radio and screen per- 
sonalities, such as Bob Burns, Cary 
Grant, Frank Morgan, Bob Hope, 
Ed Gardiner, and at least a half 
dozen others. Good for as many re- 
turns as time allows. 

Walton and O’Rourke have a 
novel puppet act, which they work 
as a team and in individual stirts. 
New angle is line of patter which is 
part of dummy routine. Though not 
ventriloquists, effect is similar. 
Drunk number, with one of pup- 
peteers playing a waiter in a night 
club, and stooging for his wooden 
partner, while other one pulls the 
strings, goes over best. 

The Paysees, adagio dancers, open 
show in a fast, graceful terp act. 

Lowe. 


Majestic, San Antonio 
San Antonio, Feb. 5. 

Paul Small’s “Varieties of 1947” 

with Slate Bros. (3), Lucienne & 

Ashour, Ladd Lyon, Betty Jane 

Smith, Fay Carroll, Dorothy Byton 

Girls (12), Majestic House Orches- 


tra (11) with Ted Eddy; “The Cock- 
eyed Miracle” (M-G). 





Currently touring the Interstate 
sircuit is Paul Small’s vaude unit, 
Varieties of 1947,” which should 
ring the boxoffice bell at -all stops. 
It’s a fast moving 60-minute revue of 
comedy, songs, dances and produc- 
tion numbers, Revue had been pre- 
viously tagged “Show Time.” 

Dorothy Byton Girls teeoff with a 
song that it’s showtime, which makes 
way for midway bit and then segues 
into an acro tumbling number which 


Spotlights the individual girls. Gals_ 


also are seen in a fan number, a 
Stilt routine and a Spanish bit. 
Costuming is okay. 

Betty Jane Smith offers a series of 
tap routines, best of which is her 


the blues numbers she does so | 


the audi- | 


Russian dance with a number of fast 
spins for nice applause. 


Ladd Lyon has a well rounded out 
balancing act, using two plants in 
the audience for plenty laughs and 
buildup to his finale. 

Lucienne & Ashour give out with 
their clever Apache dance which 
winds up with the gal getting the 
best of the man. 

Stars of the revue are the three 


with them all the way. Their penny 
arcade bit goes over as does the 


Ashour dance. 
Fay Carroll, 
pleasing appearance and gives out 
with the “Coffee Song” and “Pris- 
'oner of Love” for nice returns. 
Lighting and scenery add to the 
| presentability of the revue which 
| had the SRO sign out at the supper 
show caught. Andy. 





Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 7. 
Bob Crosby Orch (17), Eddie Rio, 
3 Dunhills, Town Criers (4); “Johnny 
| O'Clock” (Col). 





Nothing wrong with this bill that 
a little enthusiasm 
| Extra lift just wasn’t there but then, 
|it might have been the zero weather 
| outside. 

Bob Crosbv orch opens with “Sum- 
mertime” theme and then swings 
linto “Sioux City Sue” with maestro 


on the voeal for light applause. 
Three Dunhills tap out precision 
routines with one member garner- | 


ing.heavy mitt by somersaulting and 
then following, as he lights, with 
rapid footwork. Town Criers, young 
mixed quartet, really sock home 
'with click arrangements of “By the 
Sea,” “Buttermilk Sky,” cute twist 


sing two numbers ; 
“South America, Take It Away,” and 


heavy on the mugging and comic 
angle for top response. Eddie Rio 
does a series of dance impressions, 
first how service men dance and 
then the origin of the rhumba and 
jitterbug. Comic gets best returns 
on his hoofing. reliminary gags 
need perking up. 

Crosby aggregation comprises four 
trombones, five saxes, three trum- 
pets, four rhythm and follow the 
Dixie Land kick. Band seems to play 
under wraps; at no time does it seem 
to serve for more than just a back- 
ground for the vocals and acts. 

Most effective number is drum solo 
of “Big Noise From Winnetka” by 


sisting on bass fiddle and whistling 
bit. 
Weather kept the customers away 


time in months! Loop. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 


Dave & Dotty Workman, Ann An- 
trim, Wally Boag, 3 Nonchalants, 
Felice Iula House Orch (12); Song 
of the South” (RKO). 





Pleasing setup employs standard 
talent but no outstanding smash and 
rounds out sufficient stage portion 
for accompanying film (“Song of the 


predominating juve trade. 


lad to boogie-woogie. 


colored balloons which is a novelty 
and his patter while working is good 
for laughs. : 
hoofery and reveals pleasing stage 
presence for neat returns, Three 





Nonchalants follow with strong hand- 
| to-hand and acro stuff highlighted by 
| talking top.mounter who whacks out | 


considerable comedy. Lad has the 
makings for more ambitious under- 
taking. Act made a strong clincher 
for this layout. 
Biz okay. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 7. 
Hal McIntyre Orch, Perry Franks 
'& Janyce, Cy Reeves; “13 Rue Ma- 
| deleine” (20th). 


Burm. 





Straight bandshow with only a 
pair of vaude specialties, this Is a 
calm and soothing layout with sub- 
stantial merit but on the slow side. 

The Hal McIntyre band, a highly 
capable outfit which can_bear down 
| when it wants to, does “Blue Skies, 
|“Swanee River,” _ “King 





| rather ; 
| specialties. 
| unanimous. 

Three vocalists are with the band. 
Johnny Turnbull, a_ local product, 
does “Huggin’ and Chalkin’” _and 
“Buttermilk Sky” to catch a nice re- 
sponse. Nancy Reed, doing her own 


than extended solos and 
Sounds fine, and plenty 


piano accompaniments, follows with | 
“Sunny Side of the Street, “TI Can't | 


Give You Anything But Love,” etc., 
to nice returns. Frankie Lester bari- 


tones “Gal in Calico.” 
Turns are Perry | Franks and 
Janyce, who terp with skill and 


energy to work up a nice response, 


and Cy Reeves, comic, whose lugu- | 


brious delivery and wry cracks set 
him up fine with the customers 
Biz fairly good at opener. Elie. 


Slate brothers who have the crowds | 


songstress makes a/} 


wouldn’t cure. | 


on “Open the Door, Richard,” and | 
with Crosby, | 


“Girl That I Marry.” Quartet leans | 


Ray Bauduc, with Ward Irwin as- | 


with main floor half full for first | 


Pitches in with some 


Porter | 
Stomp,” “St. Louis Blues” and other | 
tunes, going in for ensemble work | 


State. N. WY. 
| Block & Sully, Wilbur Evans, Paul 
,Remos & Toy Boys, 
| Vanya, Harris & Lillette, Joe, Lou & 
| Marilyn Caites, Lou Basil House 
| Orch; “Blue Skies” (Par). 
> 
State show thi. week is up to usual 
standard, offering plenty of sock, 
diversified entertainment. With the 
old standby team of Jesse Block and 
|Eve Sully in the next-to-closing 
slot, the bill also offers what’s prob- 





cision to bring his wife, Miss Sully, 
| back into the act after a few months’ | 
work as a single. 


Block opens the act with a couple 
of minutes of patter and fails to 
|elicit more than a chuckle from the 
audience. Act perks up consider- 
ably, however, when Miss Sully 
| walks on and the duo together draw 

plenty yocks. Team plays on the 
nostalgic theme, naking much of the 
|fact they’ve been together 18 years 
and Miss Sully’s silly giggle, plus 
| her standard “some crust, I'll say,” 
is apparently remembered by the 
payees. 

Wilbur Evans, former lead of “Up 
'in Central Park” legiter, throws out 
ia couple of clinkers wéth his reper- 
toire of legit tunes but his robust 
baritone goes over in sock fashion. 
Guy stands a little too close to the 
mike so that his voice sounds breath- 
{less at times. After opening with 
“Singing My Song,” he sticks strictly 
to musical comedy stuff from Victor 
Herbert to Gershwin and does a beg- 
off. Paul Remoas and his Toy Boys 
also get hefty response with their 
standard balancing act, the midgets 
going over strongly with both adults 
and kids. Little guys inject plenty 
of comedy into the act for good re- 
turns, 


Joe, Lou and Marilyn Caites open 


bill with their two-generation terp- 
ing and the elder man, coming on 
to a soft-shoe routine after the two 
| kids single, steals the act. He later 
teams up with the boy in a well- 
|executed precision stepping and all 


| three return for a good finale. Bud | 


Harris and Lillette, sepian comics, 
|garner their share of laughs via 
| their versatility, with the gal shin- 


D’Angelo &' 


| S lock’s de- | 
finale travesty on the Lucienne & | ably a zood reason for Block's 


LARRY MARVIN 


| Songs 

115 Mins. 

Embassy, oe 

| Larry Marvin, a newcomer to 
'eafes with minor experience in| 


working lesser spots, has carved for 
| himself a comfortable niche in this 
spot. 
Charles Trenet who was unable to 
get passage from France, Marvin 


{came to Miller’s attention via the | 


talent discovery nights in his cafe, 
and since then seems to be catching 
on. 


Marvin, who’s related to Willie 
Howard and Jack Powell, is ap- 
parently taking these relationships | 


seriously by emulating another old- 
timer who can still handicap most 
performers and top them all. 
a prototype of Al Jolson, but his 
imitation is done in the spirit of 


flattery and not a mere impression. | 


Vocal fidelity to the master is strik- 
ing. He has similar mannerisms, the 
ame full delivery, and his repertoire 
is culled mainly from tunes now be- 
ing hummed because of ‘the release 
of Columbia’s “The Jolson Story.” 
Even the songs that aren’t associated 


with Jolson come out the same way. | 


While “The Jolson Story” is popu- 
lar and culling top grosses through- 
out the country, he’s a hot item, but 
once this wave is over, it’s likely that 
the spending public won't want to 
take a Jolson delivery from anyone 
but A. J. himself. Jose. 


THREE PARKS 

Acro 

9 Mins. 

| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

| Two men and a gal team impress 
as a thoroughly polished act worthy 
of the opening slot in vauderies. 
Trio has perfected routines combin- 


|ing terps and acro work, with suf- | 


ficient highlighting of applause 
values to sustain interest throughout. 

Of major interest in this team is 
|the femme member who's able to 
|Support both males in a standing 
| position. In addition she does back- 


ling on a fast piano boogie. Parodies | b€Mds on understander’s shoulder to 


their gags are new enough to be | 
| funny. 


D’Angelo and Vanya close the | 
show with some sock ballroomology. | 


After a fast waltz opener, they segue | 


|into a bolero and wind up with a | 
|fast and fine samba. 


Routines, al- | 
though strictly on the legit side, are 


|excellent and get sock returns. Lou 


Basil’s house orch, back in the pi | 
| again this session, opens with a gaod | 
|overture and backs the acts in top | 
style. Stal. 


| oo —— —--——_— -— 
Tewer, K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 7. 

Oscar Lopez, The Walkmirs (2), 
Colleano, O’Donnell & Smith, Norma 
| Jean Hinds, Jack Parks’ Tower Orch 
(9) with Kenny Field; “Heldorado” 
(Rep) and “Lone Wolf in Mexico” 
(Col). 


Layout sums up to fairly enter- 
| taining session, although a bit heavy 
lon acrobatics. Jack Parks leads 
house band in a western medley 





South”) - both obviously onge | at | with Kenny Field winding the num- 

ave 
and Dotty Workman open with musi- 
cal glasses and bell ringing after 
which Ann Antrim, nice appearing 
songstress gives out with a trio of 
contrasted vocals ranging from bal- 
Nice response. 
Wally Boag does tricks with vari- | 


|ber with a vocal on “Wagon Wheels,” 
|for usual good response. 


Oscar Lopez, doubling as emcee, 
brings on Norma Jean Hinds, dis- 
|covery night winner, who contribs 
| acro-contortion specialty for good 
returns. 
| Following are the comedy trio, 
| Colleano, O'Donnell & Smith, rating 
|}as a wacky act and dishing out but 
'a fair bit of entertainment. Trio 
|combines slapstick in terp routines, 
|but the foolishness doesn’t jell and 
| response is so-so. ; 

Lopez, in own spot, combines 
comedy patter, impressions of stars 
|and radio programs, and winds with 
‘a bullfighter’s’ cape dance. All 
icleverly done and wins plenty salvos. 
| The Walkmirs close with their 
|standard perch act, the femme, do- 


‘ing her acrobatics and spins atop | 


|pole balanced by hubby. Final bit 
‘with gal spinning on horizontal bar 
with apparatus balanced on male’s 
forehead makes for a thrill finish 
that wins merited applause. Quin. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 7. 
| Duke Ellington Orch, Peck & Peck, 
| Marion Cox, Fred Douglas, Al Sears, 
|Ray Nance, Howell & Bowser, Al 
| Hibbler; “Blind Spo.” (Col). 


Sesh this week looks like cash- 
register clicko for the Earle with 


Duke Ellington and crew luring the 


customers, and a good all-sepia show | 


giving the seat-buyers their monies’ 
worth. 

Ellington, suave and personable, 
not only fronts the band, but also 
emcees the show in smooth fashion. 
He gets down to business leading 
band through opening number “Just 
You, Just Me,” standing up and 


fingering keys of piano when that | 


activity is called for. 

Later in bil], piano is rolled onto 
stage andehe gives out with “Happy 
Go Lucky Local” and “Indian Suite.” 
Piano is then returned to wings, to 


|of which the biggest hit opening 
day (7) were Bert Howell and Buddy 


: support the third member of team. 
on the oldie tunes are clever and | There are some rough spots in their 
presentation which additional play- | 


ing should iron out nicely, Jose. 





Bowser, comedy team. These boys 
handle a velvety brand of patter, 
with slick timing and clever gags. 

Marion Cox vocals “St. Louis 
Blues,” aided from the comedy angle 
by Ray Nance, trumpet player, who 
leaves stand for clowning. Nance 


also sings “Don’t Tease Me, But 
Squeeze Me.” He clowns throughout 
show. 


Al Sears, scholarly-looking tenor 
saxist, is featured in “Hawaiian” 
number. He formerly fronted his 
own band, and knows hi§ musical 
business. Fred Douglas presents a 
novelty terp act by doing tricks of 
magic while going through fast tap 
routine. Peck and Peck, comedy 
|terp team, offer fast-stepping tap 
routines also. 

Vocalist Al Hibbler pleases with 
rendition of “Brown Book” and “It 
| Shouldn't Happen to A Dream.” 
Lighting effects, especially during 
| numbers featuring the Ellington at 
the piano, add’to showmanship of his 

Bandsmen featured 





| presentations. 
|in various spots during show are 
| Johnny Hodges, Harry Carney, 
—— Brown and Oscar Petti- 
| ford. 


| Biz good when caught. 
| 


Shal. 


Olympia, Miami 


Willie Howard with Al Kelly, 
Sunny Skylar, Danny Drayson, 
|Janet & aul, Catherine West- 
| field, Les Rhode House Orch; 


“Humoresque” (WB). 





Neatly blended layout here this 
week, combined. with pic _ iure, 
|should keep the big house jammed. 

Topliner, and always a draw here- 
abouts, is Willie Howard, with 
| double-talking Al Kelly. The vet is 
|a past master at getting the. most 
out of an audience and he does it 
again. The yocks come fast and 
furious as he indulges in his biz with 
Kelly. It’s standard stuff with him, 
and always sock. Had to begoff. 


Sunny Skylar, nice looking iad 
with a neat pair of pipes and a top 
array of song hits which he cleffed, 
turns in a solid stint. Purveys his 
“Waitin’ For The Train To Come 
In,” “Besame Mucho,” “Amor, Amor” 
|}among others and throws in zingy 
version of “A Good Man Is Hard To 
| Find” to garner plenty of palm- 
whacking, 
| Comedian-tapster Danny Drayson 





Booked in a hurry in place of | 


He’s | 


New Acts 


LUCIENNE BOYER 

With Accompanists (6) 

| Songs 

'45 Mins, 

Cafe Seciety Uptown, N. Y. 

A World War casualty so, far as 
the international market was cone 
cerned, Lucienne Boyer’s return to 
| America is big show business news, 
She lives up to the buildup. Despite 


a bad _ sartorial upholstering job 
which the Elizabeth Arden-Richard 


| Hudnut “success school” of limning 
|should well overcome in a few 
| : . ; 

| weeks, there’s no denying the in- 


trinsic showmanship, basic talent and 
general appeal of the true artiste 

Miss Boyer is all of that. Still 
possessed of a beautiful face, it isn’t 
long before her fundamental artistry 
asserts itself. Her repertoire suc- 
cessively becomes a series of peaks 
as she paces herself to a socko sum 
total. 

Backed by a special violin-piano- 
accordion combo of ofays ‘said to be 
|imported), these are interspersed 
with the Edmund Hall-Dave Martin 
(regular bands) recruits—cello, bass 
and guitar—making for a _ highly 
effective string combination as gen- 
eral backer-upper. She herself is in 
la blue velvet, relieved by a simple 
corsage which, eventually, serves as 
camouflage for the hand mike. 

Her repertoire is a skillful alterna- 
tion of ballads and dramatic songs. 
|The gamut includes Apache, Moroc- 
|} can, and a descriptive dipso tune, 
| interspliced with such disk familiars 
as “Hands Across the Table,” “Si 
| Petite” and “Parlez-moi d’Amour,” 
|plus a gay gang song (male vs. 
|female customers) in “Le Petit Vin 
| Blanc,” and stuff like that there. 


| For Barney Josephson’s Cafe So- 
| ciety. Uptown, this class black-and- 
tan marks a curious segue from the 
| Hazel Scott-Jimmy Savo-Zero Mostel 
style of turn to the Gallic. Miss 
Boyer is more Wedgwood Room than 
CSU, but for both sides it’s a good 
parlay. It gives this bistro a surpris- 
ingly effective change of pace, which 
proves an old show biz adage: give 
‘em the attraction and they'll come. 

The Francophiles turned out on a 
blue Monday in mobs. And they 
were sampling the grape like it was 
7-Up. Josephson .probably thought 
this was a misplaced July 4, accord- 
ing to the popping bottles. Psycho- 
logically, too, it’s a managerial wind- 
fall for Arthur Lesser, the William 
Morris Agency, Josephson, et al, that 
she gumshoed in here, because Miss 
Boyer will be a big Parisian noise 
in Manhattan in short order. 


Then there’s also this: 1947 marks 
the eat French invasion. It’s a 
switcheroo on Yank tourism to Gay 
Paree. The marking time during the 
| prolonged Continental warfare, the 
refugees, the international amity and 
|the simpatico pour les Francaise, 
| which has always peen an American 
| weakness, have all conditioned U. S. 
| amusement-seekers to the French 
jidea. Jean Sablon has been cleaning 
up, even during the war years. There 
| have been lessers in and out, but 
none with any great socko. Now 
|comes Miss Boyer and really rings 
\the bell. They'll be waiting for 
| Chevalier like French postcards. 





F Abel. 
| JOAN MONTELL 
Songs 
5 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Joan Montell is a striking looker, 
but unfortunately, vocal values are 
far below the visual aspects. Her 
two numbers on the floor indicate 
that she still has much to pick up in 
projection and delivery before she 
can hit bigtime. 


At show caught, she impressed as 
suffering from the miseries of a 
cold—as a nasal delivery was more 
than evident. It’s unthinkable that 
that kind of delivery is a permanent 
part of a chanteuse’s makeup. Her 
rhythm tune and ballad were just 
SO-sO. Jose. 
CARMEN MONTOYA 
Dance 
4 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Carmen Montoya in the current 
Leon & Eddie show does an abbre- 
viated dance turn, and what she 
shows doesn’t have too much com- 
mercial value. She may have other 
numbers which can meet cafe de- 
mands, but it’s not evident here. 


Miss Montoya does a Spanish 
Gypsy dance, not an authentic item 
but one designed to give the cus- 
tomers a come-hither impression. 
Terps are sufficiently graceful and 
| could be made commercially accept- 
, able with reroutining. Jose. 











give room on stage for vaude acts, | 


| does okay with his stuff, though he | 

{might well eliminate that over- 
worked “lady taking a bath” routine. | 

| Overall earns good returns with his | 


G.V. Nitery Reopening 
Little Club, Greenwich Village, 


\limberantics. Tops stint with rou- | y : 
las ‘a Pa _|N. ¥., which had been shuttered sev- 
freq Poet and Peasant”. that gets eral months for renovation, will re- 


open March 15. Spot has under- 
gone a change of operators, with Hal 
Conklin having taken over from 
Carl Pederson, former owner. 


Nitery will have modestly-budg- 
eted floor show and gal line with 


Catherine Westfield projects her 
|marionets in a stint that shows lit- 
tle imagination. Janet and Paul, 
Aerialists, earn gasps with their air- 
acro work with some well devised 
spins and bar work. Les Rhode and 





house orch backed show in com- - 
petent fashion. Full house when | Stanley Todd producing. Also a 
caught. Lary. 'small musie combo for dancing. 
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Cold, Snow Chill Broadway Biz 
Some Shows Approach Finale Weeks, 





A drop in business along Broad-*? 


way last week was mostly attributed | 
to the first really frigid weather of | 
the season plus snow, but there were | 
other factors, with indications that a | 
number of shows which were hold- 
ing to goodly leveis are approaching | 
their final weeks. If so the booking | 
situation will be somewhat allevi- 
ated but it’s expected that several 
attractions affected will perk up. 

For the first time since the war 
some hotels are advertising that 
rooms are available, and while that 
does not include the leading spots, 
indications are that the visitor 
volume in the metropolis is at least 
partially constricted. Now and then 
Broadway around 11 p.m. has been 
jammed with taxis, mostly empty, 
and hotel reports have it that rates 
for permanent guests will soon be 
offered. For years such patronage 
has been shunned and _ transients 
were limited to four or five days, 
when reservations were accepted. 

“Toplitzky of Notre Dame” will 
close this week although the man- 
agement had been hopeful of secur 
ing another house. Musical is slated 
to lay off at least one week and if no 
ether Broadway spot is available, it 
may go to Chicago. 

Date of John Gielgud's arrival is 
set for March 3 in “The Importance 
of Being Earnest,” English star com- 
in« to the Royale, where “The Fatal 
Weakness” is in its final three weeks. | 
Gielgud had been slated for the 
Plymouth, where “Present Laughter” 
is still bettering its stop limit, but 
that house is a possibility for “The 
Eagle Has Two Heads,” starring 
Tallulah Bankhead. Two houses are 
currently dark. “It Takes Two” was 
yanked from the Biltmore Saturday 
(8) after one week, the next attrac- 
tion to be “Parlor Story,” while the 
Ziegfeld awaits “Brigodoon,” Mar- 


tha Graham’s dance revue lighting | 
that house for one week prior to) 


the musical’s premiere. 


There have been 13 closings after | 


tryouts on the road to date, the 
latest flops in that division being 
“Carrot and Club” and “Darling, 
Darling, Darling,” that baker’s doz- 
en having indirectly reduced the 
booking pressure. The previous 
tryout foldings: 
Heel,” “Barnaby and Mr. O'Malley,” 
“The Legend of Lou,” “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor,” “Sweet Bye and 
Bye,” “Set ’'em Up, Tony,” “Gay 
New Orleans,” “A Lady Passing 
Fair,” “A Young Man’s Fancy,” 
“Best ef Spirits” -and “Washington 
Square.” Two other shows stopped 
out of town also, but “Lovely Me,” 
first known as “The Temporary Mrs. 
Smith,” resumed and reached Broad- 
way, while the other, (“Dangerous 
Weman” nee “Cordelia”) which also 
went out again, is still surrounded 
by uncertainty as ta its Broadway 
date. 


FRENCH GROUP WOULD 
PRODUCE IN HOLLAND 


Amsterdam, Feb. 1. 

A group of French producers 
seems to be interested in the Am- 
sterdam Cinetone studios for pro- 
duction of French films here. The 
studios are not damaged, but the 
Germans looted everything. 

The French combination, propelled 
by Gus Ostwalt, a Dutch producer, 
who worked in France, would try 
to bring equipment from France but 
reckons with support of the Dutch 
Government. The principal reason 
for this idea is that production in 





France becomes costlier every day, | 


and wages in Holland, rent of 
studios, etc.. are much lower. 





CATS’ GI SHOW 


Tokyo, Feb. 5. 

Produced with the assistance of 
civilian actress technician Imogene 
Watts, the Allen Scott-George Haight 
play, “Goodbye Again,” was recently 
presented at the Army’s Ernie Pyle 
theatre here for Occupation troops. 

Besides Miss Watts, cast included 
T/5 Gerry Sperling of Buffalo, T/4 
Arthur Green, of New York, and 
Ella Gerber, of Hollyweod, who di- 
rected. 





“Joan” for U. of Minn. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
University of Minnesota Theatre 
expects to be the first group outside 
New York to stage “Joan of Lor- 
raine.” 
College has contracte dto present 


“The Magnificent | 


ANOTHER LEGIT HOUSE 
GOES TO FILMS IN L.A. 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 





Las Palmas theatre, one of the few 
remaining legit houses in Hollywood, 
was bought by Sidney Pink and Paul | 
Schreibman for a reported price of) 
$75,000 and will be shifted even-| 
tually to a picture policy, featuring | 
foreign films. Actors Lab, c irrently | 
occupying the house, will be per-| 
mitted to go through with its sea- 
son’s schedule. 

Pink and Shreibman also control | 
the Belasco, where Jack Present end | 
Harry Zevin are staging “She Dood 
It in Dixie.” on a lease which ex- 
pires April 1, but the legit show will 
be allowed to continue as long &@s | 
its grosses pay off. The Belasco will | 
remain open to stage productions for | 
several months while the Las Palmas 
is being remodeled for fitc:s 

Meanwhile, Actors Lab is nego- 
tiating for property on Cahuenga | 
boulevard for the construction of a 
new theatre, school and workshop | 


i 


| 





Quits Comedie Francaise; | 
Troupe Needs Reorg.. 


Paris, Feb. 11. | 
Following persistently dicestanin | 
operations of the Comedie Francaise, 
manager Andre Obey has resigned. 
Theatre, completely broken down, | 
requires a thorough reorganization 
of all phases of its management. 





So. America, Monte Carlo 


Tryouts for Paris Plays 


Paris, Feb. 4. 


Two French plays will be done on 
stages other than those in Paris be- 
|fore they are produced here. This 
|increasing trend is considered cued 
by the American practice of trying 
plays out before they preem on 
| Broadway. 


Francois Mauriac’s 
| Matin” (“The Fading of Morning”) 
| will be done in South America be- 
fore it comes to the Madeleine in 
| October.“It will be directed by Jean 
|Louis Barrauit, with Marie Bell in 
| the lead. Maurice Escande is to take 
| the play to S.A. 

“Araignee du Soir’ (“Evening 
Spider”) by Andre Gillois, w.k. radio 
commentator whose initialer this is, 
will be first done in Monte Carlo. 
Cast includes Madeleine Robinson, 


“Passage du 


Passing of Lulu Sutton, 
Rancher’s Darling, Recalls 
Northwest 10-20-30 Era 


Great Falls, Mont., Feb. 11. 
Newspapers throughout the coun- 
try recently dismissed in one con- 
cise paragraph the death of another 
star of America’s rags to riches-era 
—Lulu Sutton Belmont. 
In the early 1900's Lulu Sutton 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Differences over billing have cropped up between Ella Logan and th 
management of “Finian’s Rainbow.” The actress’ contract expires at the 
end of May. Miss Logan is given first feature billing in the program but 
none of the featured players’ names is carried in the daily ads, nor 9 
the canopy of the 46th Street, N. Y., where the new musical is playing 
to capacity. Actress wanted her name on the canopy but Lee Sabinsor 
who's producing the show with William R. Katzell, refused because there 
is no such stipulation in her contract. 

If Miss Logan enters into a run-of-the-play contract, her request would 





was to the northwest what Maude 
Adams was to the south. She was | 
the daughter of Richard C'Unele | 
Dick”) Sutton, one of the finest | 
showmen of the period, and her | 
father named his company after her. 
“The Lulu Sutton Co. Presents the 
Greatest Show on Earth for 10, 20) 
and 50 Cents,” he advertised. Sutton 


| never raised his prices and he be- | 


came wealthy and went broke at 
least three times. 

The Sutton family—Uncle Dick, 
his wife, Aunt Fannie, and Lulu— | 


|were known by cattlemen, hard 
rock miners, farmers and business- 
men alike throughout Montana, 


Idaho, Southern Canada and North 
Dakota. When the Lulu Sutton Co. 
came to town it played from eight to | 
10 weeks straight, to packed houses 
nightly. The company once played 
for seven years in Butte, Mont. And 
in Helena, Mont., the theatre man- 
ager complained that patrons who 
had been turned away from the box- 
office were breaking down his doors 
while the show was in progress. 

Although Uncle Dick was known 
widely throughout the theatrical 
world, his company played only the 
northwest. The reason was obvious. 
His stops were months long and his 
touring season elapsed rapidly. 

No man is known to have seen 
Sutton wear a tie, not even when 
he posed for a picture. Characteris- | 
tically, every shirt he wore, even if 
he put it on clean, had a spot of | 
cigar juice on the front of it. At 
one time his cigar juice 
brought him nationwide attention. 

With Lulu in the leading role, the 
Lulu Sutton Co. produced such plays 
as “Ten Nights in a Bar Room,” 
“Bertha, the Sewing Machine Girl,” 
“Nellie the Switchman’s Daughter,” 
“Tennessee Pardner,’ “Why Girls 
Go Wrong” and “On the Bridge at 
Midnight.” When nothing else would 
satisfy, Uncle Dick staged “East 
Lynne” or “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 

Sutton started many a performer 
on the road to fame. Among those 
were Fred Stone, Henry Chester- 
field, head of the National Vaude- 
ville Artists, J. W. (Chess) Gillette, 
once recognized as one of the best 
trumpet players in the nation, dnd 
Kathlyn Williams, former star of 
the moving picture serials. Miss Wil- 
liams at one time was a cashier in 
one of Sutton’s Butte theatres. 

Uncle Dick and Aunt Fannie Sut- 
ton now are buried in the same plot 
in the cemetery at Butte. The last 
of the Suttons, Lulu, has been laid 





Henri Vidal and Michel Auclair. 


to rest in California. 





Jane 


London, Jan. 30. 


H. M. Tennant, Ltd., and Theatre Guild 
presentation of comedy by S. N. Behrman, 
from short story by Somerset Maugham. 
Directed by Richard Bird. At Aldwych 
theatre, Londen, 

BD “TOUTE o 6000 0+6aseedshe Ureula Howells 
William Tower.... -..Ronald Squire 
Millicent Tower.,. ....Trene Browne 





Jane Fowler. ...cccccccess: Yvonne Arnaud 
Lord Frobisher.........0¢+:+: Charles Victor 
Gilbert Frobisher.............. Simon Lack 
Peter BRAK... cccievccscosess Jeremy Hawk 
We IDs 0 kc cc ncee ds ce bdbandes os Ernest Hare 








The combination of S. N. Behr- 
man and Somerset Maugham should 


_ prove irresistible, and very nearly 

is. This is an adaptation of a bril- 
| liant Maugham short story about a 
dowdy and frumpish dame from 
Liverpool who decides to marry a 
young dress designer half her age, 
and is so transformed that she be- 
comes the most sought-after hostess 
in London. 

Behrman is quite safe with this 
theme till the end of the second act, 
which is the end of the short story. 
Then he has to depend on his skill 
| as a dramatist and a romantic sub- 

plot to spin out the comedy to three 

acts. Action takes place in Mrs. 
Tower’s London house, constantly 
| visited by her ex-husband, Willie. 
And it is their daughter Anne, and 
her unhappy affair with a worthless 


| young man that the author seizes 


i 


Maugham epigrams and to extend 
| the shortness of the short story. But 
after a couple of acts it ail becomes 
rather tedious. For there is nothing 
as boring as something continuing 
when it has ended. What saves the 


| Senos if it can be saved, is the 


smooth and cynical 
tion, the perfection of 


characteriza- 
the acting 


it March 4 to 9 in the Music hall on! and the knowledge that here we 


the college campus. 


see Maugham himself being ex- 


| upon to fill up the gaps between the | 


Plays Abroad 


quisitely debunked by himself as a 
glorified hack.” 

Yvonne Arnaud is amusing as 
Jane, whose gift of truth prostrates 
Cabinet Ministers and society hos- 
tesses. It is a sock part for her. 
Ronald Squire’s Willie, a rather un- 
smiling Maugham, is equal in suav- 
ity and cynicism. He is the center 
of indifference to fame, success and 
the beatings of the heart, though he 
has his moments of sentiment. And 
Irene Browne, as Jane’s sister-in- 
law, is likewise brilliant. Support- 
ing parts are excellently played, 
especially Charles Victor’s woman- 
crazy newspaper owner, Lord Fro- 
bisher. 

Behrman’s performance, all things 
considered, is as finished as the act- 
ing, and _ frequently _ beautifully 
sprayed with wit despite the other 
shortcomings. 

The play was warmly received on 


50 years. Ebet. 
Valerie 
Paris, Jan. 13. 
Leon Volterra presentation of a three-act 


comedy by Eddy Ghilian. 


Stars Gaby Mor- 
lay and Henri Rollan. 


Directed by Jean 


all. Set by Jean and Emile Bertin. At 
Theatre de Paris, Paris 
Valerie Wh 6 ones OS 90680 2 obs 00 0s Gaby Morlay 
Catherine Harcourt....Francoise Morhange 
} ny o00 ORebeOReeHO ote ee « t -Maud Yrem 
eS er re Henri Rolls 
| The Uncle a.{ ma 


++.-Georges Cahuzac 
orveceses Paul Raysee 


| Maitre Raguet. ape 
The Doctor 








Opened inauspiciously, this play 
has been carefully mounted by Leon 
Volterra. While Gaby Morlay is a 
general favorite here, she has a part 


Whatever love interest that develops 
is entirely smothered in repetitious 
(Continued on page 52) 





spots | 


the coldest night in London in about | 


seh eeccceressetens Henry-Verite | 


that does not give her a chance.| 


be granted. Sabinson explains that “Finian,” like other musical hits on 
Broadway sans feature billing, would not figure to be affected on attenq. 
ance if and when cast changes are made. Other current musical stand. 
outs that do not feature their principals are “Oklahoma!,” “Carousel” and 
“Street Scene.” First two named are long-run attractions and there have 
been many changes among the principals of both. 

Actress returned to the cast Monday (10) after being out of the show 
five days with a throat ailment. Kitty Kallen, former band singer, is 
now understudy for Miss Logaa. 


“Pygmalion,” first show in a planned season of plays in English at the 


| Iris theatre, Mexico City, last week, contrasted with Broadway in the mat. 


ter of performance starting times. Curtain went up at 9:30 in the evening 
with matinees Saturday and Sunday starting at 6. . 

George» Bernard Shaw comedy, with Gertrude Lawrence starring, js 
claimed to have approximated $30,000 gross, capacity, top being $5, with $1 
admission to the second balcony. “Pygmalion” company planed to San 
Francisco from the Mexiean capital and opened at the Curran there 
Tuesday (11). 

Last week two first nights on Broadway rang up shortly after 8 o'clock 
with objections from some of the audience. One prominent first-nighter 
declared he’d go on strike against early curtains, feeling that it’s too hard 
from the time element. Some newspapermen who don’t leave their office 
until seven feel the same way about it, being forced to gulp a snack in. 
stead of the usual dinner repast. 


March issue of the magazine Your Life carries a breezily written article 
by John Golden called “What Makes a Play a Hit?” the manager declar- 
ing: “The true art of the theatre is to do business.”” Showman, who has 
had many hits on his scoreboard, wrote: “I have either written, directed 
or presented perhaps 150 shows, and offhand I should guess that two-thirds 
of them were failures. Think of it: the man who produced a hundred 
flops! On the other hand....I have had my share of successes. Yet | 


_don’t know nor do I know anyone who does know (before the public 


has given the answer), whether a play will succeed or fail.” 
Golden states that he is the oldest active producer in New York and 
believes he is the only manager of the old line left who never accepted 


| outside money to back his plays. 





A line spoken by an actor at the Philadelphia opening of “Carrot and 
Club” Tuesday (4) brought loud laughs from the audience that the play's 
author, John Wexley,; never intended and did not understand. House was 
| filled with striking members of the suspended Record, there for benefit 
performance for American Newspaper Guild, and when the actor read an 
advertisement outlining his thoughts on a strike at one of his oil plants, 
wording was so similar to statement issued at outbreak of Guild strike by 
J. David Stern, publisher of the Record, that guffaws resounded from 
orchestra to gallery. Also at opening, when actor said something about 
“where is the nearest liquor store?” drunk in audience spoke up, “That 
reminds me!” and quickly left Walnut Street theatre in search of 
bottle dispensary. 








Ruth Draper has been doing fairly well at the Empire, N. Y., during the 
layoff of “O Mistress Mine,” the takings being quoted at around $6,000 
weekly. There is an elementary setting for her so-called “monodramas” 
and a skeleton crew of three men. Understood that the house is guaranteed 
a profit of $500. Miss Draper’s schedule of performances has been switched; 
for the last two weeks of a six-week date she is giving afternoon showings 
mostly, with two night performances at weekends. 

Resumption of “Mistress” was set back until Feb. 24 instead of last 
Monday (10). Comedy was forced to suspend when Alfred Lunt was 
operated upon for a kidney ailment. He is rapidly recuperating. 





There was a scenic designer-stagehands flareup again in Philadelphia 
during preparations to open a revival of “The Chocolate Soldier” last 
week. Crew didn’t want Jo Mielziner on the stage but he insisted on 
sticking to his job, and the deckhands went about their work. Following 
a similar row in Philadelphia, when “Finian’s Rainbow” was being readied, 
the crew refused to work until a Mielziner aide did his directing from the 
other side of the footlights. Since that time the delegate for the scenic 
artists union and the stagehands international clarified the jurisdictional 
argument but the Philly deckhands were apparently unmindful of this. 





Charles B. Driscoll, in a syndicated column last week, wrote of Bert 
Lahr, who ‘I have long considered the funniest actor alive.” Serious in 
conversation, Lahr is quoted as having told the writer: “Most theatrical 
critics are too well educated to be writing about the theatre; they write 
over the heads of the audience and fail to react as does the average per- 
son.” He thinks a fair report on a show might be made by capturing six 
average customers in the lobby and asking their comments on the show. 
Comedian is currently appearing in “Burlesque” on Broadway. 





In Sunday’s (9) N. Y. Times there were four letters from playgoers 
ae that actors in Broadway plays are often inaudible. Drama 
epartment States that it has been receiving similar communications for 
= time and plans to spotlight such performance defects. Readers are 
ae to write the drama editor, mentioning the plays at fault, names of 
: rring actors and locations of the seats. Basic reason for inaudibility 

as not yet been set forth, as it may be traced to the director, manager 
or the theatre acoustics rather than the players. 





In the absence of Wolcott Gibbs. first ni i : 

q ghts are being covered by John 
moo oe New Yorker. Latter is a sports writer + columnist, with 
a4 pete ae for the drama assignment, he tells friends. Gibbs is in 
to enox Hill hospital, N. Y., where he’s been seriously ill. He's due 

_ resume first-nighting upon recovery. Brooks Atkinson, the Times 
critic, is in Washington at the bedside of a brother who is dangerously 
ailing. Lewis Funke of the drama staff is subbing. 





Margaret Webster is organizing a special radio program to be broad- 


| Dee ny Bene on Feb. 27, marking the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
nih ern na Terry, onetime British stage star. Helen Hayes and Ina Claire 
among those invited to participate, also John Gielgud, although the 


British star is appearing on th , ; : 
i on e road. It’s Ss ae All be 
picked up for England by BBC. S possible the program wi 





| Carl Friedan, operator of strawhat Lakeside Playhouse, Lake Hopat- 
cong, N. J., is getting out a handbook for summer theatre managers, t0 
include trade directory, ad rates. play lists, Equity rules, etc., and articles 
on strawhat management by various producers. Book is due March 31. 





woe Z a play that recently tried out in Boston was arrested on 8 
orals charge but was given a suspended sentence. Youth involved was 


reported to be an unsavory character, and the actor is claimed to have 
been stewed. 





Pat Liddy of the Lyceum, N. Y. (“Born Yesterday”), boxoffice required 
surgery to alleviate styes on both eyes 
jis subbing. 


Bill Dillon, veteran ticketseller, 
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Revised Basic Agreement in Final 
Form for Dramatists and Managers 





Revised basic agreement between + 


the Dramatists Guild and Broadway | 
producers appears to have reached | 
final form after protracted consid- 
eration by the authors and com- 
posers. 

Showmen, through the League of 
New York Theatres, asked the dele- 
tion of stipulations giving authors 
the right to choose or okay the selec- 
tion of the stager, orchestra leader | 
and dance director of musical shows, 
but the Guild has refused. Several 
producers of musicals sought to strike 
out the provisions, while those who 
specialize in straight plays were un- 
concerned. Latter feel that the ad- 
vantages to managers in the revised 
contract balance the revised regula- 
tions, including those objected to. 

Another regulation that managers 
sought to scratch given authors the 
right to require bonds from pro- 
ducers guaranteeing the payment of 
royalties. Although it is legally es- 
tablished that royalties are trust 
funds and therefore not expendable 
b” producers, the provision calls for 
a $10,000 bond for musicals and $5,- 
000 for straight but so far 
the regulation has-not been invoked. | 
Last season, however, two managers | 
were remiss, one waiting an exces- 
sive length of time before paying the 
authors, while the other is said to} 
still owe the writers. Neither has a 
new show this season. 

Only concession reported by the 
authors was an extension of time for 
managerial sharing of picture-rights 
money. If a show reverts to the 
author but the film rights are finally 
disposed of, the producer shall re- 
ceive a share up to 18 years after the 
original stage production. Under- 
stood such sharing is to be on a slid- 
ing scale, according to the year the 
sale is made. Ordinarily producers 
get 40% of the picture money, au- 
thors receiving 60%. 


166 Legits Played in ’46 
For Wing Hospital Units; 
Gave 2,016 Ward Shows 


Report of its hospital show-unit 
committee made to the American 
Theatre Wing last week revealed 
that during 1946 there were 494 
performances given in GI hospitals 
within the New York area. Included 
were 166 legit plays and, in addition, 
there were 2,016 ward entertain- 
ments for bedridden veterans of the 
last war. The Wing. will continue 
such postwar activity indefinitely, 
end 20 hospitals are regularly get- 
ting its show units. 

Wing defrays transportation and 
other expenses, units being taken to 
the hospitals and back in busses, but 
the actors are giving their service 
entirely gratis. Only instance when a 
unit received pay was when “The 
Barretts of Wimpole Street” was 
sent overseas during the war, that 
company headed by Katharine 
Cornell and Brian Aherne all being 
on minimum pay. Wing turned the 
money over to USO-Camp Shows, 
which made the disbursements. 

Soon to start are psychiatric pro- 
grams, units being specially trained 
for GIs under such treatment. There 
are now demonstration groups being 
sent to 49 hospitals, staffs of which 
are instructed in technique of put- 
ting on entertainment, programs be- 
ing widely varied and inclusive of 
sports. This type of service is also 
participated in by volunteer profes- 
sionals. 

Wing is also active in Washington, 
where a local committee is in charge 
of hospital shows, 323 having been 
£iven in the past nine months. Its 
committee in Boston provided for 
7,216 shows in nine soldier hospitals 
during the past year and a half, but 
the Wing’s show service in Cleve- 
land, where three hospitals were 
serviced, is suspending. Set forth 
that in the last three years 34,000 
hospital shows were given under 
Wing auspices. 





shows 














Casting ‘Handsome’ 

Howard Hoyt, legit topper of Cen- 
tury Artists, planes from New York 
for the Coast today (Wednesday) to 
line up film names for “They Liked 
Them Handsome,” musical which will 
be produced on Broadway by Nelson 
Gross this spring. Hoyt will be in 
Hollywood about five days. 

Jule Styne and Sammy Cahn did 
the tunes for the show, which has a 
book by Stephen Longstreet based 
on his novel, “The Sisters Liked 
Them Handsome.” 


Avert Near-Tempest 
Between ‘Carrot’ And 
~ Critics in Quaker City 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
A critic-baiting campaign such as 


Broadway has seen a couple of | 
itimes during the last few seasons 
was on the verge of happening here 


last week but was averted when the 
irate producer decided at the last 


| minute to close his offering instead 


of tilting with the crix 

Indignant producer was William 
Herz, Jr., who put on John Wexley’s 
“Carrot and Club” at the Walnut 
last Tuesday following brief break- 
in in New Haven. The three local 
reviewers were all adverse although 


|they all let the piece down fairly 
| mildly. 


First nighft, with a poor 
money house partly due to incle- 
ment weather, saw little audience 
enthusiasm. 

Following day management de- 
cided to run a big ad. It’s under- 
stood that author Wexley was the 


one really burned, but at any rate, 


the ad sidestepped a blanket criti- 
cism of the criticisms but claimed 
the local reviews were not accurate 


/or authentic in their report on the 


theme, which concerned a returned 
vet, a cartoonist, who meets with 
bigotry, false ideals and narrow- 
mindedness from the heads of syn- 
dicate which sells his GI strip. 

The big ad quoted Variety (New 
Haven) for a whole paragraph, 
prefacing same with the statement 
that Variety did responsibly re- 
port the theme and content of “Car- 
rot.” Quote was a combination of 
two separate paragraphs of original 
New Haven review, with conveni- 
ent elisions. 

Inquirer, which hard hit by 
paper shortage, was trying to Make 
room for over-sized ad for Sunday 
when management decided Friday 
morning to close show at the Walnut 
Saturday night. Bulletin, whose 
critic took a sock at “Carrot,” was 
aH set to use ad; same with News. 
Fact that ad was in type leaked 
out, and several local columnists and 
commentators mentioned story. 


Morley Starts a Book, 
Winds Up With Play 


Atlantic City, Feb. 11. 


is 





Stows in Rehearsal 


“Bathsheba”—Maximillian Becker, 
,Lee K. Holland and Sylvia Fried- 
| lander, 
| “Barefoot Boy With Cheek”— 
| George Abbott. 

“Heartsong”—Irene Selznick. 

“A Moon For The Misbegotten”— 
Theatre Guild. 

“Yellow Jack” 
can Repertory Theatre. 

“The Greatest Of These’—Saten- 
| stein, Luckenbach and Krakeur. 
| “O’Daniel” (Experimental Thea- 
| tre)—Theatre Guild. 
| “Springfield Couple” (Hollywood) 
—Gilmore Brown. 





“Ten O’Clock Scholar” (Holly- 
wood)—Lewis Deak. 
“Taming Of The Shrew” (Holly- 


wood ) Edgar Luckenbach and 


Eugene Bryden. 


Hub Censorship 
Giving ‘Iceman 
The Freeze-Out 


Boston censorship is giving the 
iFheatre Guild a headache in con- 
| nection with “The Iceman Cometh,” 
| and although the Hub is one of the 
| Guild's key subscription stands, the 
Eugene O’Neill drama will probably 
| skip the date. It was tentatively 
| booked there early in April, indi- 
| cating that the play’s Broadway run 
| at the Beck will terminate next 


month. 

*“A Moon for the Misbegotten,” 
| second O’Neill drama to be produced 
|by the Guild this season may be 
| the theatre’s next attraction but as 
|that play is booked out of town 
|for fivé weeks, starting Feb. 20, the 
Beck- may go dark until “Moon” is 
ready for New York. 

It is understood that O’Neill will 
|not cut his script as suggested by a 
three-man “jury,” including Boston’s 
| mayor, who saw the drama and last 
| week submitted a list of lines which 
| were deemed objectionable. Drama- 
| tist is adamant against any changes 
to his plays, as shown heretofore, 
i|and when asked to revise “Iceman” 
iso that the length of the perform- 
|} ance could be shortened, he “threat- 
/ened” to add an additional quarter 
| of an hour. It’s the second time the 
| Guild has been nicked by Boston 
| censorship with an O’Neill play, his 
| “Strange Interlude” being performed 





' 


in a nearby town when Hub authori- | 


ties thumbed it down. The same 
|course may be followed with “Ice- 
|man” to fulfill obligations to sub- 
| seribers. 

There’s a chance that “O Mistress 
| Mine” will not play Boston either 


(revival)—Ameri- | 


On Whether to A 
To American 


‘Experimental Theatre 
In New York Preem; 
Can Gross $4,500 


Experiment Theatre opened the 
first of its five announced plays at 
| the little Princess, east of Broadway 
ion 39th street, Sunday (9) evening 








1 
al 


the house being operated by the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy. Project is for the encour- 


agement of new playwrights and to 
provide a showcase for actors. Per- 
formance schedule carefully steers 
clear of regular legiters, except for 
Sundays, when a limited number of 
commercial stage attractions are 
played. The other performances are 
given on off-matinee afternoons. 
Initial play is “The Wanhope 
Building,” authored by John Finch. 





There are 27 players in the cast, all 
| getting the Equity minimum of $60, 
the payroll being $1,420. At $3 ad- 
| mission, if the five performances sell 


out in the 299-seater, the gross will 
approximate $4,500, with Theatre, 
Inc., the production group, getting 
around $3,000. In addition to the 
| actors’ pay. Theatre, Inc., defrays 
the cost of production and assumes 
whatever additional outlays are re- 
quired. Some backstage equipment 





has been loaned ANTA for ET 
shows. 
No tickets are sold at the box- 


office, the ET season being on sub- 
scription, and there are no actual 
tickets. Subscribers receive one card 
good for the five shows, each num- 
bered from one to five, according to 
the performance assigned to individ- 
|ual subscribers, and it’s first-come, 
| first-served. There are volunteer 
| ushers but no confusion accompanied 
opening night, when there were 
some unoccupied seats. There is a 
small balcony at the Princess but 
it is not used, and by holding the 
capacity under 300, no city license 
is required. 

It is believed advantageous for 
actors to appear in ET plays because 
showmen will attend each attrac- 
| tion for the purpose of looking over 
the product and to view prospective 
talént for new productions. Stated 
that more than 90 players obtained 
| engagements after appearing in at- 
| tractions staged by the American 
| Theatre Wing this season so far, and 


Christopher Morley, here for a when it takes to the road next sea- |# Number of placements often fol- 


three-week vacation at Haddon Hall. 


|and completed a _ three-act play, 
| “Make Yourself at Home,” which 
| will be the concluding vehicle of 
| the George Spelvin players, directed 
by his daughter, Helen Morley 
Woodruff in their presentations in 
the hotel’s Theatre of the Sky. 


“When I came here I was in the | Feb. 24. 


midst of a book that wasn’t going too 
well, and the Arst thing I knew, I'd 
written a play. I’m one of the 
| world’s most unsuccessful play- 
| wrights,” he continued, “I enjoy 
| writing them, all right, but I don't 
|care what happens to them once 
they’re written.” 





Indpls. Al Fresco Would 
Not Go On During °47 


Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 


Indianapolis Theatre Assn., *Inc., 
formed two years ago to sponsor 


| son, 


Alfred Lunt, who has been 


|comedy with Lynn Fontanne, said 
‘that if the Hub censors sought 
changes, he would refuse to appear 
there. “Mistress,” whiéh has been 
‘laying off during Lunt’s illness, was 
| slated to resume at the Empire Mon- 
day (10) but is now dated to relight 
Show is presented by the 
| Guild and John C. Wilson. 


ANTI-SCALPING’ LAW 
ENACTED IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

An “anti-scalping” ordinance, first 
legislation of its kind ever enacted 
in Philadelphia, was signed Friday 
(7) by Mayor Bernard Samuel, fol- 
lowing its unanimous approval by 
city council. 

The bill provides a $100 fine for 
each violation or 30 days in jail in 
| default of the fine. The ordinance 








summer opera in Indianapolis, has | }ijmits the markup on tickets to half 
subscriptions on hand totaling -$40,-| of the face value of the ticket with 
560 without public campaign, J. M.|g maximum charge of $1, plus tax. 
Bloch, president of the civic group,|Under the ordinance, legitimate 
revealed here. But Bloch at the ticketbrokers are required to pay a 
same time advised contributors that ¢59 annual license fee to the city, 
production plans for 1947 season be! and also calls for strict enforcement 
suspended on account of late start|of their activities. Bill was spon- 
occasioned by lengthy negotiations|sored by Councilman William A. 
| with stagehands and difficulty in| Kelley. 

| finding a suitable outdoor site with- | 
| out heavy construction outlay. | 
Plan had been to offer four or five- | 





' 
| 


| 





Cairo (Ill.) Opera House 


week season in 1947. Long-term | . 
|prospectus calls for Indianapolis | Destroyed by Fire 
| park board to build modern outdoor | Chicago, Feb. 11. 


theatre and lease it to Indianapolis | 
Theatre Assn. Idea is held in abey- 
ance until building conditions im- 
prove. _ | : 
| Indianapolis Theatre Assn. now is | also hit. 
‘considering proposition for series of | Opera House, 
| summer pop concerts by Fabien Se- | riverboat trade, 


Fire of undetermined origin de- 
'stroyed the historic Cairo, Tll., Opera 
House. Four other buildings were 


built in heyday of 
housed major con- 


vitzky and the Indianapolis Symp! 
as possible substitute for opera sea- 
son. Bloch disclosed. Profits would 
be used to swell opera fund. 


i 
| 


|certs and plays 
lof the century, 
gradua] decline 


when it went into 


until past_the turn | 


|low appearances in Equity Library 


|turned from a book he was writing | starring in the Terrence Rattigan | Shows. 


: 





Gielgud to Return to 


Montreal, Feb. 11. 
John Gielgud, now touring Canada 
in Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of 
Being Earnest” for smash b. o. 
results, will return to Montreal at 
the beginning of June, after he ends 
| his New York engagement. 
“Earnest” has played London, 
Ont., and in Montreal, and is cur- 
rently showing in Toronto. It’s 
understood that Gielgud has picked 
for his June engagement a revival 
of “Love for Love,” the Restoration 
|} comedy by Congreve. “Love” will 
open in N. Y. before coming here. 











Theatre Guild Opens 
New Coast Offices 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. — 
Theatre Guild has opened new 
offices on La Cienega boulevard, 
borderline between Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills. Queenie Smith, in 
charge of setup, announced official 
unshuttering takes place in about 
| month, to be attended by Guild’s 
| Lawrence Langner and Theresa Hel- 
| burn, provided pair do not go to 
Europe for “Oklahoma!” premiere. 
In same building, also in new 
offices, is Leighton Brill, coast rep 
for Hammerstein & Rodgers. 


Stage. Inc., Coast Bow 


| 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
First legiter to be presented by 
Stage, Inc., new repertory troupe, 
will be “Dunnigan’s Daughter,” start- 
ing Feb. 13 at the Musart theatre. 
Jay Novello, Mady 
John Holland head the cast, 
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and 
with 


Carrell 


| Warren Ashe and Peggy Wynne in | 


support, 


Montreal After N. Y.. 


Theatre Wing To Decide This Week 


dvance More Coin 


Repertory Theatre 


+ American Theatre Wing has do- 
| nated $1,000 te the American Reper- 
| tory Theatre, which has been finan- 

| cially wobbling at the International 

| theatre, N. Y., and this week the 
| Wing’s board will decide whether 
additional support will be accorded 
the rep outfit. Like Equity’s recent 
grant, the Wing 


contribution was 
sent the American National Theatre 
and Academy, which remits the 
money to ART. 

Under its setup the Wing cannet 
make additional donations unless 
two-thirds of the board agrees and 
two-thirds of all its directors is 
present. Some members ef the 


Wing's controlling body are not in 
favor of further support to ART on 
the ground that the rep outfit started 
as a frankly commercial venture, 
designed to make money. 

The rep corporation has expended 
its $300,000 bankroll raised by the 
sales of stock shares, and while 
Margaret Webster, Eva Le Gallienne 
and Cheryl Crawford, its guiding 
hands, declare their venture will 
survive, it appears that more money 
than the total granted the outfit se 
far must be forthcoming. Attempts 
will be made by ANTA te help ART 
to complete the season, or at least 
until “Yellow Jack” and “Alice in 
Wonderland,” the final twe revivals, 
are presented. 


Can’t See Solution 


ART is so heavily involved that 
those helping to solve its problems 
hardly see a solution. One idea calls 
for liquidation of the corporation 
through bankruptcy, in which event 
the backers, rumbering almost 306 
who bought stock, would be elim- 
inated so far as owning any interest 
in the project. 

Reorganization appears to be the 
only procedure because ART has 
contracts and agreements calling fer 
expenditures that make it unlikely 
to operate except in the red. The 
principals. are under twe-season 
contracts, and although their salaries 
are modest, they must be paid 

| whether used in the revivals er not. 
At a meeting with the stage unions 
!last week proposals te reduee the 
backstage payroll were discussed, 
but even thé euts broached would 


not result in an even eperating 
break for ART. 
Local 1, stagehands union, ex- 


plained that it alone was not blame- 
able for the large stage crew, be- 
cause the rules of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees require a double set of de- 
partment heads for shews which 
play out of town more than four 
weeks. When asked why it was 
necessary for ART to have gone out 
of town with revivals, Miss Webster 
| insisted that was necessary in erder 
| to have a polished performance for 
| the start on Broadway. The unions 
|said they would like to help ART 
but it seemed further evident that 
|only a new setup would make it 
‘possible for repertory to be played 
seasonally on Broadway. 
Wrong Choices 

| The selection of plays revived is 
held in some quarters to have been 
one of ART’s mistakes, and the 
same may apply to “Jacket” and 
“Alice.” Latter play is figured to 
have a mostly juvenile appeal, and 
| it's understood that players outside 
the rep’s original player greup have 
j been engaged fer both shows, add- 
jing to the operating nut. Other 
criticism concerns the price of tick- 
|ets, the absence of theatre party 
‘support (probably because the per- 
formance schedule was rather 
scrambled) and even the curtain 
speeches, which some patrens think 
emphasize the cempany’s predica- 
ment rather than encourage more 
attendance. It’s understood that the 
Misses Webster, Le Gallienne and 
| Crawford were supposed to draw 
$300 each weekly but are reported 
not to be drawing any pay now. 

The repertery situation in New 
York appeared to be further mud- 
|dled by Theatre, Inc. which an- 
|nounced that it would seek capital 
for new plays proposed for preduc- 
tion rather than continue to present 
revivals only. Stated that while the 
backers could benefit from possible 
profits, Theatre, Inc., share would 
go into its general fund, thereby 
maintaining the outfit’s non-profit 
status. Last season “Pygmalion” was 
more successfully revived than was 


(Continued on page 50) 
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| Comedy Star of New York’s Top Musical, “Toplitzky of Notre Dame” 
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CYRUS DURGIN was Frank Marlowe. The 2 “Gl 
rw | Piestns Wornll clever, amusing and ofiginal act. He OTIS L. GUERNSEY, Ji. its fir 
ae “the show does not, come to life WP milied Yo leave the stage reluctantly oho searees uggeeach to geast hy 
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Chi B.0.s Too Hot 


‘Lute’ Up to 236, ‘Norway’ $34,000 


| doon,” Shubert boxoffice was vir- 


for Zero Cold: 


+ 





Chicago, Feb. 11. 
an % + week a gt 
eratures, legit houses played to 
flourishing biz. The trend at the 
poxoffice indicated a steady though 
slight rise over last week's volume, 
though the thermometer tock a 
nose 
unpleasant weather. 

njoying the take were ail houses 
except the Blackstone, which has 
been blacked out this week, opening 
with “Three To Make Ready” Sat- 
urday (8). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Harvey,” Harris (27th 
(1.000; $3.60). A bit affected 
week; $20,000. 

“pute Song,” Studebaker (3rd 
wk) (1,246; $4.20). Really grossing 
for the house with takings around 
$23,000. 

“Magnificent Yankee,” Erlanger 
(3rd wk) (1,334; $3.60). Steady and 
got $17; subscription support. 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (10th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Constant with its 
$34,000. 

“Springtime For Henry,” Selwyn 
(2nd wk) (1,000; $3.00). Slightly bet- 
ter than last week with $13,000. 


L.A. LEGITS PICK UP; 
‘BLACKOUTS’ AGAIN 176 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Grosses of the three legits still 
open here were at pleasing levels 
last week. Ken Murray’s “Blackouts 
of 1947” slid through the 242nd week 
at E] Capitan with usual $17,000 sell- 
out gross. “She Dood It In Dixie” 
had $10,300 on the sixth frame at 
the Belasco. At El] Patio, “Pinafore” 
finaled a fortnight stand with $7,000 
on the second stanza and $13,500 for 
the run, which was just about even 
with the book. 

Trio of openings this week include 
“Come On Up,” Mae West laugher, 
which bowed to a healthy advance 
at the Biltmore last night (Mon.). | 
“Pirates of Penzance” takes over in | 
the Gilbert & Sullivan repertory 
run tonight (11) at El Patio. “Dun- 
nigan’s Daughter” bows at the 
Musart Thursday in an effort to es- 
tablish a stock troupe in the down- 
town miniature house. 


CRAIG'S WIFE MILD 


In spite of 


wk) 
last 








$3,500 IN BALTO. 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. | 


“Craig's Wife,” with Judith Evelyn, 


made an attempt at a revival at | 


Ford’s here last week but failed to 
attract more than a mild $3,500. 

In currently .at Ford’s is ZaSu 
Pitts in “A Dangerous Woman” 
against “A Flag Is Born” at the re- 
lighted Maryland. Good action in 
advance for latter, 


Huston-‘Apple’ 1036, 
‘Ruth’ 5G, Split Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 
First two-show week of the sea- 





son at the English was clipped by | 


a blizzard. But Walter Huston came 
through fine in “Apple of His Eye,” 
taking a sturdy $10,500 in four per- 
formances at $3.60 top Feb. 3-5. 

lay’s Hoosier angle stimulated in- 
terest. 

“Dear Ruth,” here for return en- 
gagement Feb. 6-8 at $2.40 top, set- 


tled for mild $5,000. Advance is good | 


for “State of Union,” slated for week 
of Feb. 17. 


‘Menagerie’ Sock 266 
In 1st Week at Wash. 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
“Glass Menagerie” did sock biz in 
its first week at the National, ring- 


he up a heartening $26,000. Show, 


sured ca 
fi 





pacity for its second and 
nal stanza as well. 

Advance Sale on “State of the 
nion,” which bows in for three 
weeks on Feb. 17, indicates good re- 
ception for return session of show. 





Ballet Theatre Poor 
11G Despite Mpls. Raves 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Ballet Theatre won raves from 
critics and customers, but grossed 
& disappointing $11,000 for four 
nights at $3.60 top in the 2,100-seat 
Lyceum. Big balcony was a com- 
plete sellout every night, but lower 
floor was lightly populated, except 
on the final evening. 

Business undoubtedly was hurt 
badly by bitter cold weather, near- 
blizzards and the fact that the Hurok 
ballet had played here only a short 
time previously. 


ive over last week’s already | 





ypoed by ATS subscriptions, is as-. 


7 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Feb. 10-22) 

“A Dangerous Woman”—Ford’s, 
Baito. (10-15); Nixon, Pitt. (17-22). 
on Lucasta”—Locust, Philly 
(10-22). 


| 


| “Anna Lueasta”’—Geary, Frisco 
| (10-22). 

| “Apple of His Eye”’—Cox, Cincy 
(10-15); Aud., Louisville (17-18); 





|}and “Marriage 


Mem. Hall, Dayton (19); Town Hall, | 


Toledo (20-22). 

Ballet Theatre—Aud., §&t. 
(18-19) 

“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (10-22). 

Blackstone — Aud., Des 


Louis 


Moines 


| 


(16); Lyceum, M’pl’s. (17-22). 

“Blossom Time”—Shea’s,_ Erie | 
(10): Colonial, Akron (11); Park, 
Youngstowg (12); Michigan, Ann 
Arbor ad: Palace, Flint (14); 
Keith’s, Gr. Rapids (15); Opera 
House, Chi. (17-22). 


“Born Yesterday”—Cass, Det. (10- 
22). 

“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost. 
(10-22). 
“Brigadoen’”’—Colonial, 
22). 
| “Chocolate 
Philly (10-22). 

“Come On 
(10-22). 

“Countess Julie”—McCarter, Prin- 


Bost. (10- 


Soldier”—F orrest, 


B 


” tte 


aaUili 


Up ore, L. A. 


ceton (10-11); Lyric, Bridgeport 
(12): Avon, Utica (17); Erlanger, 
Buff. (18-22). 

“Dear Ruth”—Town Hall, Toledo 


(10-12); Hartman, Col. (13-15); Aud., 
Freeport (17): Iowa, Cedar Rapids 
(18): Paramount, Waterloo (19); 
Music Hall, K. C. (21-22). 

“Eagle Has Two Heads” — His 
| Majesty’s, Mont’l (10-15); Royal 
Alex.. Toronto (17-22). 





“Hamlet” — Aud., Denver (10); 
Aud., Boulder (11): Chief, Colo. 
Spr. (12): Aud., Pueblo (13); Aud., 
Topeka (15); American, St. Louis 
(17-22). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (10-22). 
“Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi. 
(10-22). 

“Magnificent Yankee” — Erlanger, 
Chi, (10-22) 


“Moon For 
Hartman, Cal. (20-22). 

“Oklahoma!”—Davidson, Mil. 
15): Aud., Cincy (17-22). 

“Parlor Story”’—Playhouse, 
(14-15): Wilbur, Bost. (17-22). 

“Pygmalion”—Curran, Frisco (10- 
22). 

“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
(10-22). 
“Springtime for Henry”—Selwyn, 
ni. (10-15). 
“State of 


Wil. 


| Ch 
the Union”—Temple, 
Birmingham (10); Aud., Nashville 
| (11); Erlanger, Atlanta (12-15); 
Natl., Wash. (17-22). 

| “State of the Union”—Radio, Des 
| Moines (11); Orpheum, Davenport 
| (12); Palace. So. Bend (13); Park- 
way, Madison (14-15); English, 
Ind’pls. (17-22). 

“Student Prince”—Parkway, Mad- 
ison (10); Vocation N. S., La Crosse 
(11): Lyceum, Mpls. (12-15); Aud., 
| St. Paul (16-17); Capitol, Yakima 
| (20); Temple, Tacoma (21); Aud., 
| Everett (22). 
| “The Glass Menagerie” — Nat'l. 
| Wash. (10-15); Ford’s, Balto. (17-22). 

“The Glass Menagerie” — Worth, 
| Ft. Worth (10); Majestic, Wichita 
| Falls (11): Conv. Hall, Tulsa (12); 
| Conv. Hall, Norman (13); Aud., 
| Stillwater (14); Aud., Okla. City 
| (16): Civie Center, Bartlesville (17); 
|Conv. Hall, Tulsa (18-19). 

“The Greatest of These”—Shubert- 
| Lafayette, Det. (17-22). 

“The Importance of Being Ear- 
| nest’—Plymouth, Bost. (17-22). 

“The Red Mill”—Shubert, Philly 
(10-22). 

“Three to Make Ready”—Black- 
stone. Chi, (10-22). 


“Up in Central Park” — Opera 
| House, Bost. (10-22). 
| Weloz and Yolanda — Davidson, 
| Mil. (18-22). 
| “Voice of the Turtle”—Nixon, 


| Pitt. (10-15); Hanna, Cleve. (17-22). 


‘BORN’ UP FOR 2D WK. 


| 

| St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

| Biz picked up for the second and 
'final week of “Born Yesterday,” 
|which ended its two-week stand at 
| the American theatre Saturday (8). 
Eight performances, with the 1,700- 
| seat house scaled to $3.66, grossed 
an estimated $18,000. 

| Blackstone’s magic, one of the 
town’s standbys, is making its first 
appearance of the current season. 
He began a one-week stand Sunday 
(9). House is scaled to $2.44. 





| 


Gielgud- Earnest’ 





Nifty $23,100, Toronto 


Toronto, Feb, 11. 
last half 


| With sellout business at tm 


of week, John Gielgud in 


ortance of Being Earnest” scored a 
nifty $23,100 at the Royal Alexandra 
| (1,525). 


Scaled at $3 top. 


(19- 


| cess. The other two, “Darling, Dar- 


| 


“Dei ra en ae week) (M-1,900; $4.80). Could get 
| pio Mn Rie ge =i pee show, | bigger grosses but has earned an 
- © Colonial same ‘night. operating profit right along; last | 


| 


| skedded to open the new E. M. Loew 


‘BRIGADOON’ SRO 166 
IN NEW HAVEN PREEM 


New Haven, Feb. 11. 
Following Thurs. preem of “Briga- 


Most B’way Shows 


tually mobbed to build to quick SRO 
for remaining shows. Turnaways 
were plentiful as word-of-mouth 
reached smash proportions. Four 
performances (6-8) at $4.20 (tax 
incl.) top registered an approximate 
$16,000, tremendous. 

Current week has Elisabeth 
Bergner in twin bill, “Miss Julie” 
Proposal” (13-15). 
Next week gets return of “Bloomer | 
Girl” (20-22), and following stanzas | 
have breakins of “Heartsong” (27-1) 
and “Barefoot Boy” (5-8). 


Central Park’ 


ance was evident in most theatres 
last week when the weather was a 





favorable to show business. Grosses 
of some shows which were expected 
to wobble are over the stop limits, 
and new productions out of town are 
still waiting a chance to berth in the 
| metropolis 

“John Loves Mary” 





proved best of 


\last week’s entrants being accorded 
a two-thirds favorable press and 
H promising starting takings. “It Takes 
ot oston: Two” drew thumbs down and was 
9 4 yanked after one week. “The Story 
of Mary Surratt’ bowed in Satur- 
4 . a day. “Toplitzky of Notre Dame” is 
closing this week. 

Darling Folds Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C, (Comedy), D (Drama), 
Boston, Feb. 11. CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (2d week) 
(D-1,095: $4.80). First full-week’s 
takings approximated $17.000; con- 
sidered very good for one-setter that 
provoked some difference of opinion. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 


None of the three openers last 
week was very cordially greeted by 
the press although “Up In Central 
Park,” occupying the Opera House, 
did vast biz on strength of N. Y. suc- 


ling, Darling,” at the Wilbur, and the 


Elisabeth Bergner double feature homme ween) ss 2 Np <4 “J ae = 
bill at the Plymouth were hit pretty though ee eee “entiee. ae 
hard, the former washing out on and one sells out, pre erence in 
Sat. (8) for good. agepeee is 2-1 for this smash; nearly 

Two openings this week, both $45.. ; ; 4" 
with nice advances and prospects aeeer wpe ¥ e —" Ra 
for boffs. “Importance of Being oe Cae weet? > at 
Earnest,” the fifth Theatre Guild. | Dipped to around $18,000; still mak- 
American Theatre Society entry, | ‘8 goodly money. 


opened at the Plymouth last night | “Beggar's Holiday,” Broadway (7th 


Instead of “Front Page,” originally \.o, dipped a bit to under $30,000. 


“ rf “Bern Yesterday,” Lyceum (54th 
Center Wests, a Flag ls Born week) (C-993: $4.80). Those close to 
te, in Tuesday, Feb. 18. Front comedy click figure it is good on 
Page’ cancelled out because house Broadway for ‘another year; last 


| is not union, “Flag” coming in on a 
| four- walls 


| «Dp. f P : so a 
The Misbegotten”— Barefoot Boy With Cheek” ahead 


_bur (1,200; $3.60)—Severely rapped, 
| this one withdrew on Sat. (8) after 


' 
| 


IN ST. LOUIS, $18,000 


| not be revised. Estimated $3,000. 


week’s count slightly bettered $21,- 


basis 000; cleaning up. 


: weeks. 
Same week is “Parlor Story” at the 


for two 


| vars a | “Call Me Mister,” National (43d 
| Wilbur | on the 17th. Glass _Menag- week) (R-1.104: $6). Real money- 
| erie, Heartsong, Red Mill” and maker here and out of town; con- 


“ahr! sistently selling out and real musi- 
Estimates for Last Week cal winner; approached $33,000 again. 


“Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,590: 


“Carousel,” Majestic (95th week) | 
\ $4.80 )—Tenth week of sock attrac- (M-1,667; $6 ). Expected to play into 
tion remains on phenomenal esti- | another summer; major musical | 


mated $29,000 level with no letup, 


; i ‘ s hasn't had a losin 
“Darling, Darling, Darling,” Wil- | without names hasn g 


week: eased somewhat to $29,500. 
“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 
(10th week) (D-979: $4.80). Eased 


five performances and probably will off under around $14,000, drop being 


‘ sli more than some. others; 
“Miss Julie” and “Marriage Pro- ike coeanes demand. 
posal,” Plymouth (1,200; $3.60)—| “finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
This double bill with Elisabeth | (5th week) (M-1,319; $6). Little dif- 
Bergner isn’t taking too well here | ference in takings of new musical 
though the notices were all right if | success. which went to capacity 
not warm. Estimated $9,000. again; $42,000. 
“Up In Central Park,” Opera, “Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
House (3,000; $4.20)—Long awaited |(15th week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). | 


success had a big advance and got 
off to a great start with an esti- 


mated $29,000 first week. 
week. with latter portion selling out 


WEST FAIR $16,000 land the gross approximately $18,000. 
‘LUCASTA’ 226, FRISCO 2. “Icetime,” Center (34th week) (R- 


994: $2.40). Theatre skating revue 
a 
San Francisco, Feb. 11. be 


riable at times as to business but 

Mae West wound up her second | takings approximating $27,000; big 
and final week of “Come On Up” at | at weekends. ia 

the 1,776-seat Curran with a fair “It Takes Two,” Biltmore, 

ross of $16,000 last week. Tonight, | after adverse notices it was decided 


'Should play into summer, dependent 
lon whether star (Helen Hayes) will 
| appear after May; $30,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (119th week) 
(C-920: $4.20). Little off at mid- 





factor, snow being a deterrent at the | 
midweek and again on Saturday (8). | 
So far though, it has been a winter | 


| still making money, with last week's | 


Right | 


Cold Spell Whacks 


uesday (11), Gertrude Lawrence | 
opens in “Pygmalion” at the Curran 
with a cast headed by Dennis King, 
Staged by Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 
“Anna Lucasta” chalked up a 
third-week gross of $22,000 at the 
1,550-seat Geary theatre last week. | 





‘Turtle’ in Pitt, But 216 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 


Worst cold spell of the season 
hurt “Voice of the Turtle” early in 
the week at the Nixon but show 
came back strong at midway mark 
on strength of rave notices and 
clocked fine $21,000. Terrific advance | 
sale for holdover session indicates 
an even bigger gross for the windup. 

ZaSu Pitts in “A Dangerous 


| 





| 


Woman” comes in next week, fol- 
lowed by, Elizabeth Bergner in her 


| two one-acters. March 10 brings back 
| “State of the Union,” with the Coast 
| company, for two weeks. This hit 


| season before opening on Broadway. 


| 


| 10-15, was completely 


played here with original cast last 





‘Prince’ 13G, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
Despite consistently zero weath- 
er, snow clogged streets and near- 
breakdown in public and mo- 
torcar transportation, “The Student 
Prince” came up with a highly sat- 
isfactory week of $13,000 at the 
Davidson. 
“Oklahoma!”, 


playing here Feb. 
sold out a 


| week before arrival. 


| week) 


| week) (M-1,434; $6). i 
rather than musical play, which may | 


to finale on Saturday (8). — 
“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin 
week) (D-1,331: $4.80). Three months 


‘of continuous capacity business, and | 
‘that pace could continue for a year, | 


according to ticket demand; more 
than $32,500; standees. 

“John Loves Mary,” Booth (ist 
(C-712; $4.80). Got six dis- 
tinctly favorable notices out of nine 
in the dailies and strong attendance 
fot new comedy; around $14,500 in 
first seven times 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (375th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Eased off but 
takings little affected, with gross 
around $8,500; okay for run leader. 

“Q Mistress Mine,” Empire (CD- 
1,082; $4.80). Instead of relighting 
this week, resumption off until Feb. 
24: Ruth Draper solo appearances 


‘continue until then: “Mistress” has 


42 weeks to its credit. 
“Oklahoma!”, St. James 
week) (M-1,509; $4.80). One of sev- 


/eral great musical moneymakers sans 


names, will complete its fourth year 


at the end of March: nearly $27,000, 
“Present Laughter,” Plymouth 
(15th week) (M-1,063; $4.80). Dipped 
like many other attractions but 
above stop limit: $14,500 estimated. 
“State of the Union,” Hudson 
(65th week) (CD-1,057: $4.80). Pic- 


ture version due for cameras next 
summer but play could continue be- 
yond that, judging from _ business: 
not much off last week: $24.000. 
“Street Scene,” Adelphi (5th 
Rated as opera 


affect run chances. but great so far: 
close to $40,000 again. 


“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale 
(12th week) (CD-1.025: $4.80). Has 
k went 


dipped pf late and last wee 
ff to around = $12,500; 
March 1. 

“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (18th 


leaving 


(12th | 


(200th | 


Dip; ‘John’ Looks 


Like Click, 14/56 in Ist Seven Times, 
‘Sons Nifty 176, ‘Toplitzky, ‘Two, Out 


Decline in Broadway legit attend- + 





| 


| week) (D-1,213; $5.40). Tickets on 


sale into March but being set to 
| tour; eased off to $16,000. 

“The Story of Mary Surratt,” (ist 
week) (D-920: $4.80). Presented by 
Russell Lewis and Howard Yeung: 
written by John Patrick: opened 
Saturday (8); notices mixed 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Moros- 
co (148th week) (C-939; $3.60). Like 
other long-run shows, business 
slipped last week but at $10,000 okay 
for three-person play 


“Toplitzky of Notre Dame” Cen- 
tury (M-1,712; $4.80). Final and 1ith 
week: house getting Shakespearean 
repertory next week; $20,000 esti- 
mated; may relight 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (10th 
week) (C-1,001- $4.80) Excellent 
grosses and although the count 


eased to around $22,000, plenty good 
for this one. 


REVIVALS 


“Bloomer Girl,” City Center (M- 
2,693; $2.40). Final and sixth week 
of repeat date, which has not been 


profitable; rated around $24,000: 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo follews 


with six-week date starting Feh 
16 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (7th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Best grosser this 


house has had in years and sheuld 
prosper into spring period; $19,006 
estimated. 

“Penry VHI,” “What Every Woman 
Knows,” “John Gabriel Berkman” 


and “Androcles and the Lien.” In- 
ternational (14th week ) (1,172; 
$4.20). Present revivals, with “An- 
| drocles” mostly performed, wil] dis- 


continue after another week te be 
followed for four weeks of “Yellow 
Jacket:” rated areund $17,500. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
(17th week) (C-1,064; $4.20). About 
the best draw among ti? revivals 
and looks like it will play into warm 
weather: nearly $20,000. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 
(18th week) (CD-1,096: $4.80). An- 
other classic that’s making a run ef 
it and should extend into the spring: 
dipped but approached $18,000. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (3d week) 
(M-1,382; $4.80). Something of a 
surprise and followup rave press 
enhances chances; again virtual ca- 
pacity takings: $32,000. 

“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (D-865- 
$4.80). Revival of former Pulitzer 
Prize winner by George Kelly opens 
tonight (12); presented by Gant 
Gaither. : 

EXPERIMENTAL 


“The Wanhope Building,” Prin- 
cess (D-299). Presented by Theatre. 
Inc.; written by John Finch: opened 
Sunday (9) for five performances. 


‘Okla’ Out of Detroit 
After 3 356 Weeks; 
‘Woman’ Light, 116 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 


“Oklahoma” moved out of the 
Cass after three weeks of capacity 
| business at $35,000 a week for nine 
performances at $4.80 top. 


“A Dangerous Woman” (ZaSu 
| Pitts) ended its run at the Shubert- 
—a with a week estimated at 
1], q 


Cort 


THEATRE 








‘UNION’ GREAT $30,000 
IN KANSAS CITY STAND 


Kansas City, Feb. 11. 

“State of the Union,” Feb. 6-9, 
was the first road legit in town fel- 
lowing settlement of the Kansas City 
Star strike. 

The Erin O’Brien-Moore and Neil 
Hamilton company ran into severe 
cold weather throughout run of the 
seven performances, but much of the 
| gate was pre-sold. Rang up a@ great 
$30,000. 








Big in Memphis Too 
Memphis, Feb. 11. 


| “State of the Union” did a sock- 
eroo $12,500 in three performances 
|Friday and Saturday (7-8) at Ellis 
| Auditorium. Pulitzer Prize play 
company, headed by Conrad Nagel, 
| Irene Hervey and Henry O'Neill, 
| garnered enthusiastic press notices 
‘as well as three soldout houses. 
O’Neill revealea he is leaving the 
'cast shortly to return te Hollywood 
lbecause of picture commitments. 
Miss Hervey said she also plans to 
withdraw from treupe when it 
reaches Philadelphia in the spring 
for a six-week run, the actress (Mrs, 
Allan Jones, in private life) wish- 
ing to return to her family in Holly- 
wood. 
| Edith Atwater being mentioned as 
| possible replacement for Miss Her- 
‘vey, but no word on the O'Neill 


spot. 
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Wednesday, February 12, 1947 











Plays Out of Town 


Brigadoon 


New Haven, Feb. 6. | pression 
he Cre ford roducti oft sical |} _ [ “ 
dn twa acta 11 scenes, Book and ixries, | The charm of the Highlands has 
Alan Jay Lerner: music, Frederick Toewe. | been successfully captured in a 
Features David Brooks, Marion Bell, Pa-| series of settings that attract con- 
iInela Britton, Lee Sullivan, George Keane, | siderable favorable comment. Ad- 


William Hansen, Dances, Agnes de Mille; 


production staged by Robert Lewis: scenery mirers Ot color ul costumes will be 


Oliver Smith; costumes, David folkes: | Singing a Ffolkesong in praise of the | 
musical director, Franz Allers; orchestra- snap and dash designed into this 
tions, Ted Royal; vocal arrangements, | array of tartans. Lighting, which 
Frederick Loewe; lighting, Peasy Clark. 2H, ‘ aa ee inting. as of the | 
Opened at Shubert* New Haven, Feb. 6, 47; | WS still experimenting as 


preem, gives indication of providing 


4.24) top ) n } t ns 
, an effective lift once it is properly 


Tormimy Albright.......... David Brooks 


Jeff D G Kean { dances which permit the introduc- 
e OUBIAS... +2 eceeneneees -eeorge ‘ © | sél. 4% , “oa ing ballets t 
*) sull : . tion of three stunning Dallets no 
Archie Beaton.....seeee+- Elliott Sullivan _ - generally well picked. sev- py ; 
Harry Beaton James Mitchell —e es nore’. ioe for a con- |!" the original. Bernard Hanighen 
y Beaton........00- eri embers being due é at one BP 
Kate MacQueen.......-.-.Marsi Hanter | Cra). memos ve ‘esi! f their | as streamlined the lyrics (and add- 
ete, 5 pc ceeasnd Kell siderable playup as a result 0 tne oe : ont a 
Fishmong ott eseace ! ; ee luctiol In the id the necessary new ones) 
: . ilter Schet \ his ‘“oduction, { a . 7 
A g MacGuff és . \\ - h t WOrk in U pr ' l 7 1 «rhe cast produces several real sur- 
BamGy WeSWeadssccsccesoee Jeff VV "| femme lead. as Fiona, Marion Bel ; pepe 4 
Ay ~w Maclaren Edward Cullen , tent . | prise probably the major one be- 
wocRe . at>s : rings it all the way. A winsome > ; : » al 
Fiona Maclaren..........- M n B le ar sxce]- | ing silly Gilbert. An able comic al- 
\ i : personality, coupled with an excel- ee: a i dee the 
Jean MacLaren......+..+- , , ane tele ‘on. | Ways, both on stage and screen, the 
Bow Brockles « . cicc veces Pamela Brittor ent voice, pegs her as a talent con- an. ech : oa . aL OES bk r 
poe 1 : : age . |rotund Gilbert really scores the tri- 
Char Dalryn ! St n tender. David Brooks. as Tommy, . ~ 
rT" Lid 1 ’ ; 6 9 pa ages bs hi umpvh of a long career as Colonel 
19 Girl in Blu , registers better vocally than his- | ° rn ahs 
Mr. 1 lie W H tmianiont Hi mewhat ‘indiffer- | Popoff, the heroine's father. Keith 
Sword Dancers Roland Guerard. Geos rionically . smewns ss Andes. a local boy and newcomer 
ai , Drak ent delivery has as yet failed to | 4**'s en 2% Fg trad To verfack 
Frank bso ness f Wendell Ph generate the sparkle needed for the ist bn ah. wa ii hi ghey “* hg if 
Jane Ashton....... eer Charl role. Pamela Britton captures a Lieutenant Bumerh, iis ine senst ¢ 
Bagpipers..James Macladden, Arthur Torn) naaithy share of laughs in both song comedy, agreeable personality, and 
Singers. 12 girls, 12 boys: dancers, 10 girls cena +e BP capingas to ~ . pe - - sks easilv ehtteaca « > oc- | 
10 say eis : and dialog, and George Keane dis- sood looks easily offsetting some oc 


The next crash to hit Gotham wil! 
not be on Wall Street—it will be on 
Broadway when “Brigadoon 
smashes its way into the hit column 


plays valvet, smoothness in putting 
across his’ particular brand 
humor comedy. Lee Sullivan, 
could use a bit of that 


rich tenor, 


rj a res ing bang. “Finian’s ; : . . ‘ 

SS ae. one. a the stiffness from his  thesping. a Rest a ee eee 

colleague on the play list. only this William Hansen does some excel- ee al aah: chal ar” toa Wile Wie 
time the emphasis is on plaid. They've lent trouping as the schoolmaster. epengine Is % aoe ve oe met re 
taken the word “charm” right out of On the dance front, James Mitch- umel it ind to whom sh¢ sings the 

} % lictions + my dressed it up in kilts | Cll.. Lidija Franklin and V_-rginia classic “My Hero”; Muriel O'Malley, 

pat aanienn ak eve enue up with Bosler hold down top _ honors. | as Nadina . rg “ny 

a musical Scotch broth that should | Mitchell, incidentally, impresses as Henry Calvin, a sulgarian — 
. fine film fodder, being possessor of | are fine, too, and Mary Ellen Moy- | 


do things to jaded theatrical appe- 


. marked “emme appeal. 
tites. ppes 


; _jds in 
Interestingly scripted, tunefully | not only to principals but also to 
scored and artistically designed. this| choral numbers which materialize 


new entry has enough, even in its 
formative stage, to assure a spot On 
the must list among this scason’s 
musicals. That it will do well at the 


as important support. 

Staging is topnotch in view of the 
complications of setting fantasy be- 
fore an audience in a plausible 


cc 4 4 7 e nf - . . 
b.o. is virtuatly a foregone con- | manner. Pace has been maintained | 
clusion. é : : inks throughout in a way that has cut | 
_ Story is laid in Brigacoon, af! deadwood to a minimum. Bone. 
imaginary town in Scotland, and the CARE 
line between fantasy and reality is 
30 Ss v as to enhance , ' . 

26 ‘snmpethig, emcee 93 (3. ©| The Chocolate Soldier 
the plausfrlity of the tale. Two Philadelphia. Feb. 6 

young Americans, grouse-hunting| | |.) , hilade os, vee. & 
4 ° J del tondio aen : Ss fartsc 
in the Highlands, come upon asmall | ovo von os nmr auuan og ae — 
town not listed on the map. It S$ 8) Music’ by Oscae Straus; book by Rudolph 
festive day in preparation Or a) Bernauer and Leopold Jacobson; original 
wedding, and the quaint characters | American version by Stanislaus Stange; 


intrigue the Yanks, who decide to | 'evised book by Guy Bolton; revised and 


|additional lyrics 1 Bernard Hanighen; 
stay and see what goes on. Frequent directed | by Felix | Te aaa ye sone) 
hints of a miracle, dropped by the | lighting, Jo Mielziner; costumes, Lucinda | 
natives, rouse the lads’ curiosity, | Ballard; choreography, George Balanchine: 
i | orchestrations, Jay Blackton: wehestra 
and when one of the pair, Tommy | ckton 
Albright, shows interest in a native | Conductor, Jacaues 2 = gee loge ere 


| Giibert, Keith Andes, 


- : . | McCann, 
lass, Fiona MacLaren, she volun- | Gloria Hamilton, Krnest McChesney, Fran- 
teers to take him to the village | cisco Moncion and Mary Ellen Moylan. 


Philadelphia, 


: - 
schoolmaster, the only inhabitant | Opened at Forrest, 
privileged to reveal the miracle to | ‘17: $3.90 top. 

, 


, me | all-around i 
| nial terps, scale represents oe ‘over-all, far more entertainment than 
footwork in a wide variety of ex-| Vither the original or any of the sub- 
‘sequent revivals, of which this re- 


casional 

of | McCann is a lovety and vocally bril- 
who | liant 
offers a well-oiled set of pipes in a | requisite sense of humor, 


same lubrication to remove some of | ¥ 


Vocalizing | lan 


Feb, ¢ | together in Act III. On 


it seems as ‘fresh and spontaneous 
and zestful as it did when it opened 
38 years ago, and this is an immeas- 
urably superior production and an 
better cast, making for, 


viewer has seen at least three. 
Messrs. Del Bondio and Bartsch 


have really gone to town on the phys | 


sical production, and they've also 
had the wisdom to gather around 
them trained and able specialists in 
all lines. Guy Bolton has made some 
revisions in a book that didn’t need 
many. Straus himself has composed 
five new numbers, three of them 


voice limitations. Frances 


Nadina, and she, too, has 


Gloria Hamilton, as Mascha (what 


and Francisco Moncion are an 


good hands, and this applies | outstanding dance pair, both in clas- 


sic and comic ballets. 


The show’s gorgeous score, fea- 
tured by “My Hero.” “The Letter 
Song,” “Sympathy,” “Thank the Lord 


the War Is Over.” “Lovely Women” 
and “Chocolate Soldier,” is splendid 
sung. Straus has written a new pat- 
ter tune, which Gilbert sang for 


| many encores the opening night, and 


one new romantic duet, “After To- 
day.” which is fairish. 

Both singing and dancing choruses 
are more fhan usually able and have 


been exceptionally well trained. 
Felix Brentano has done a _ note- 
worthy staging job, and Jo Miel 


ziner’s two settings (Acts II and UI 
have the same scene) are effective. 
So, very decidedly, are Lucinda Bal- 
lard’s costumes. — 

The sole problem presented is to 


shave time; first night curtain was 
11:25. One obvicus way would be to 


drop one of the interpolated ballets, 


especially as two of them come close 
the other 
| hand, they’re all so good, that would 





tsiders RRS aR a ae Frances McCann | be a shame, too. Waters. 
aphasia # 13 : ‘ , DPROOCUEs cs cepesscabactess Gloria Hamilton — 
- = ~ delightful, af ger yg | Aurelia pectawdadecestescbes Muriel O’ Malley 
vetaiiec into the moo Oo EL SS as. cbs ndcbageacceke ts Keith Andes | 
ra play. Backegrounded with PEOREEMROE 6 05.056 cen sdoecce Henry Calvin Darling. Darling. 
cance f eather unes * : US cs 42 5 5.6050 6 Otare 54 eb es -Billy Gilbert 4 
essence vA hea ner, tu sare lilt their | SO SSA ir : eee Ernest McChesney Darling 
way into auricular passages with | 2... (. 125 tchael Mi: 

P /e 2 | Stefan (a servant).....+-..00 Michael Mann Boston. Feb. 6 
pleasing effect. Standouts are “Wait- | Katrina (a servant)...........Anna Wiman wil Cat lucti c «Soy 
in’ For My Dearie,” “I'll Go Home | Premiere Danseuse.....1 fary Ellen Moylan | ,, ahr neh athe a P Pt ermey 4 = 
With Bonnie Jean,” “The Heather | Premier Dancer......... Francisco Moncion pees a awed te re eur ache ter ond ri. 

P é . . se 5 2007 ecnaele t “s - 
On The Hill,” “Come To Me, Bend : * ott Nugent: sets Ralph Alswang; costumncs 
To Me,” “Almost Like Being In If present-day audiences have been | Pat Havens. At Wilbur, Boston, Feb. 5, 
Love,” “There But For You Go I” | willing to accept and even acclaim | ‘47; $3.60 top. « é - 
and “Frem This Day On.” Two | revivals like “Qweethearts” and “The —— gh SR PR ee aE imon Ryan 
comedy numbers, “The Love Of My | Red Mill,” in which only the lovely | ina, Burgess-.-.-+.--.-.Lenore Lonergan 
Life” and “My Mother’s Wedding | Herbert music and a certain nostalgic | Jennifer Mason............/ Adele Longmire 
Day,” are cleverly worded. Lyrtes | feeling about the past were able to | Miss Brown........ teteeeees Ruth McDevitt 
on gine whole are exceptionally | overcome the handicaps of creaking | {abv Brown. :..---. ome tage yA 
good. librettos, it’s hard to see how this | 4nay Fielding........ Arthur Franz 

ff there are any further dance {new production of Oscar Straus’ en 


Jaurels for Agnes de Mille to garner 
She should do so with this produc- 
tion. Adopting a native foundation, 
choreography adds a distinguished 
contribution- to the general enter- 
tainment value. Ranging from the 
traditional sword dance to ceremo- 
— 


“The Chocolate Soldier” can fail. In 
fact, by all the laws of averages and 
logic, it should be a cinch bet for 
top-rating honors in its field. 

The most important factor about 
this one is that it never seems in the 
least like a revival at alli. In fact, 
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“It is like unwrapping a mummy” 
says one of the characters in “Darl- 
ing, Darling, Darling.” She’s talking 
about something else, but she might 
well have been referring to this en- 
deavor. It hasn’t got a chance. 

The play deals with four aspiring 
Broadway tyros, a femme play- 
| wright, two actresses and an actor. 


| All four live in Bohemian grandeur 


in a just too-gay house, studying 
French, diction, fencing and brittle 
rejoinders while the playwright’s 
script goes the rounds. 

_ Everybody’s hungry. Please give 
in, they say. No, she says. Please, 
they say. No, she says. The ac- 
tress turns up from Europe and 
takes an option on the play. Mad, 
ecstatic joy. Art has won another 
great victory. So has Cain’s. 

It is all very earnest but never in 
the least convincing. There are 
pages of good writing, but the whole 
thing conveys the impression the 
heroine is the author herself and as 
a result it’s too subjective, too star- 
ry-eyed. You conceive the notion 
after about 10 minutes that it was 
hatched in a Bohemian apartment 
when somebody said “Boy, wouldn’t 
this make a play!” 

The cast has good people in it: 
Edmon Ryan, Lenore Lonergan, 
Adele Longmire, Gee Gee James 
and Ruth McDevitt, all solid, but 
they can’t save it. Two debuts in 
play, too. Richard Stapley, English 
importation, and Buff Cobb, grand- 
daughter of Irvin S. Can’t tell too 
much about them from this. 
Production of William Cahn is 


|luxurious and excellent, and direc- 


tion of George Schaefer, with addi- 
tional work by Elliott Nugent, is as 
helpful as possible, but not suffi- 
cient to carry it. Pix might soup up 
the zany homelife angle, but the 
young hopeful crashing the theatre. 
has circles under its eyes as a theme. 





Elie 
(Closed in Boston Feb. 8) 


the | 


sed to be called a soubret role): | 














Valerie 


mercenary haggling. 
misses entirely. 
Gaby Morlay is introduced as a 37- 
year-old, rich spinstress living in the 
country. She has a strong money- 
grabbing propensity and before she 
agrees to marry a neighbor she takes 
in an 18-year-old girl to live with 
her, The second act, a year later, 
shows the girl and the husband inter- 
ested in each other. Third act, three 
years later, depicts the girl and the 
| husband conspiring to get rid of the 
wife by having her adjudged insane, 
When the latter realizes this, she 


The ending 





. ' 
becomes a raving maniac, throws the | 


contents of the safe through the win- 
dow, and dies in a fit 

Henri Rollan, as Miss Morlay’s 
husband, is fair support, but Fran- 
coise Morhange, cast as the girl, is 
weak. Balance of cast have only bits. 
The principals have a tendency to 
deliver their lines in a staccato man- 
ner. : 

The two sets are nice, and lighting 
is good. The whole play centers 
|about Miss Morlay. Experienced as 
| she is as an actress, she cannot in- 
ject interest into a dreary script. 

Maxi. 


Chiche 
(‘I Dare You’) 
Paris, Jan. 10 
Potiniere production rf Paul Achard's 
laptatior fN. Cc. Hut r’'s Enelish ¢ 
ed All Rights Reserved Huguette 
Duffos and Pierre Bertir Directed by 
Pierre Henri Duval, At Potinier theatre 
Paris 
Suzanne Prafailles . 
Gladys Nanton.......Marie 
Kugenie ae errr 
| Victor Prefailles.... 
Marc... aa Jacques 
Tules Trunmel,..c.ee++ss 
Dibble... .ccccccscccees 


PostMan..ccccccvccesesss 


France Planeze 
Suzanne 
Pierre Rert ’ 

llenry 
Maxime Fabert 
Christian 


..Paul Denneville 


Genty 


Paul Achard has given the English 
comedy such a French touch, locale 
| and style that the audience could not 

believe this had not been originally 

written for the French stage. 

| done an excellent job, and dialog also 
lis first-rate. Production, acting and 
| direction is excellent. Result 
i“Chiche” is being welcomed. A long 
run is likely. 

Huguette Duflos, veteran actress, 
|is attractive as the wife of a flighty 
|author. She manages to make it im- 
| possible to guess if she really suf- 

fers from her husband's infatuation 
'for the other woman or 


Huguette Duflos 
Grey | 


Duval | 





He has | 


is that | 
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a 


high. 


Provides 
ed as a 
the house of a 


entertainn.ent rather 

brow philosophy. ae 
Bach, popular comedian 
tle laughs. "I: is introduc 
butler just hired in 
scientist when latter js m 

H_ has plent of chances to dete 
stuff, both lines and business a : 
simpleton who finds himsel? thot? 
with the murder and can’t take ft 
seriously. The fact that Germain 
Fisse, as a maid, already employed 
in the house, does his separated te 
who wants to get him back ‘= 
tries to get him adjudged inoue: 
contributes to the fun. 3ach pew 
not undern.. y , — 


but £ets over big - 
‘ts a hefty mitt “~~ 
The serious part of 
¢ ( the mello, 
shows Allain Dhurtal nates 


in a double 
eminent in. 
are sought by 
who i; important 


part, first that of the 
ventor whose secrets 
foreign spies iid 


enough to be unde; ecre "te 
protection. Robert An me a7 
secret service man who with = 
help of the late professor's daughter. 
creditably done by Jeanne Reinhart 
S teceeds in unraveling the mystery. 
and in interesting the ‘ 


gal, thoug 
this is no love play. though 


Ancelin’s direction is excellent 
Numa Matagne’s set, designed by 
Ja:k Plunkett, prewar Par flack 
shows the office of the scientist and 
looks both solid and authentic 
Though very different from “Ar. 
sénic and Old Lace, which has 
more comedy and less meller, the 
play has potentialities as a drama 
with suspense relieved by an im- 
portant comedy part Maxi. 


Le Tourbillon 
(The Whirlwind) 
Paris, Jan. 12, 


Comedie Franca produ rf 


3 0 comedy 
in four acts by Bernard Zimmer Directed 
by leap Meyer Sets and costumes by M 
A Thigpmsat At the Salle, Luxembourg, 
"aris 
Sanine Julien Bertheau 
a Bo! SPP Serre Jean Meyer 
temilio sistdess Pierre Gallon 
lieutenant de Goze........ Jacques Clancy 
PUEMIOOMO.. 654. os co wdccdecs Maurice Porterat 
ivan, coe ecoereeteeces Louis Eymond 
Di. Sn «64 6cheeasabios Paul Keoffard 

| Kiuber sebevesoarve Jacques Serviere 

Te A ROROE : 04460660000 Beatrice Bretty 


if she is | 


| making use of it to have a good time | 


jon her own. 


| comedy, 
Marie France Planeze, as the at- | 


| tractive young widow who frustrates | 


the plans of the wolfish husband, is 
|a natural for the role. Suzanne Grey, 
| daughter of actress Denise Grey, does 
the fresh young maid in an alluring 
manner. Pierre Bertin, as the hus- 
band, gives a first-rate performance. 
Maxime Fabert, as the friend who 
butts in, rates tops in a character 
part. He keeps his audience roaring 
as does Jacques Henri Duval in the 
role of the overgrown son of sophis- 
ticated parents. Latter’s direction 
keeps the cast on its toes. 

“Chiche” stands as one of the most 
successful adaptations made of a for- 
eign play for the French theatre. 

Maxi. 





Le Mort Revient de Suite 
(The Deceased Comes Back at Once) 
Paris, Jan. 20. 


Robert Anceiin production of three-act 
comedy by Jean Guitton. Directed by Ance- 
lin. Set by Numa Matagne. Stars Bach. At 
Porte St. Martin, Paris. 

Bouzinet 
Delcourt sp UdepPbevedwevese cnedes Ancelin 
Maryse Berthier.....+.....Jeanne Reinhart 


Rolland Berthier........... Allain Dhurtal 
MESCINOL + nb occdes censdesed ..Raymond Maurel 
DONG. . doc sabe edébicbsr \ ..Gaston Dupray 
Brachard coobe se Maurice Noel 
Henriette Bouzinet,.... ++. Germaine Risse 
ee ne WE EET T LETT Pe Robert Tenton 
on in LEREEE ETT TET eET Cee Georges Clarins 
Cormier. .+.. ° . Jacques Galland 





This mixture of melodrama and 
broad comedy is very effective in 
getting the audience to take the ac- 
tion seriously one moment, and in- 
dulge in belly-laughs the next. Play 
has every cha.ce of a long run at 
the St. Martin where they expect 








The Princes Mony 


Dalmes 
mina Den m 


Pezzanl 


Very inauspicious. The last scene, 
in which Jean Meyer comes back 
under a woman's disguise, was 
razzed on opening night and has 
been cut since. It is a very light 
of a type more appropri- 
ate for a small boulevard house than 
for the Luxembourg which is the 
second stage of the Francaise. 

Inspired from a tale by Turgeniev, 
it is poorly balanced, the first act 
being a kind of farce and the sec- 
ond devoted to showing a woman 
fooling her husband and trying to 
make another man -her prey with 
practically no connection between 
the two actions. The play, produced 
at the Luxembourg after Simone’s 
“Sunrise” had to be removed just 
before opening, evidences the cur- 
rent difficulties of the Francaise 
both in finding suitable new plays 
and in casting since the numerous 
talent resignations which created 
terrific opposition of the Marigny 
housing the Jean-Louis Barrault and 
Madeleine Renaud company. 


The first act comedy is acted in 
a way to get some laughs, with 
Maurice Porterat as a hotel porter 
and Beatrice Bretty as the hotel 
keeper making it plain clowing. The 
second half is repetitious and drag- 
ging, despite good acting by Monty 
Dalmes as the vamp. Julien Ber- 
theau as the fiance has an impossible 
part and Jean Meyer does not fare 
better as the husband whose jeal- 
ousy is held in check by his love 
of his wife’s money. Denise Pezzant 
provides little love interest. 

Staging the play in, 1900 with 
period costumes does not help, 
though Beatrice Bretty wears some 
fine clothes, The first set shows = 
hall of the hostelry and is gon" 
The second, the Prince’s apartmen 
in a palatial hotel, is unconvasere 
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fields and in Hollywood writing. 








ESTABLISHED PLAYWRIGHTS 


ARE YOU INTERESTED i, having your next play pro- 


duced by a young man fully versed in all facets of professional 
production, both dramatic and musical? 


A YOUNG MAN wis is ct-present managing one of the 


country’s largest theatrical enterprises . . . who is interested only 
in bringing fresh ideas, progressive thought to the presentation of 
an important work. Experienced in Broadway dramatic and musical 


IF YOU ARE A PRODUCED PLAYWRIGHT, 
PREFERABLY EVEN A SUCCESSFUL PLAY- 
WRIGHT, and you should be interested in working with a vital, 


dynamic, experienced young person in the theatre . . . drop a note 
the addres below and perhaps we con get together in my office 


Box 2079, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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OBITUARIES 


JOHN W, BRATTON 

John W. Bratton, 80, who had been 
one of the leading song writers at 
the turn of the century, died at his 
home in Brooklyn, N. Y., Feb. 7. 
That afternoon he had written a new 
song in collaboration with Leo Ed- 
wards, composer, titled “Time Brings 
Many Changes.” 

He never kept count of the songs 
he wrote but estimated them as “in | 
the hundreds.” His first real hit | 
was “Sunshine of Paradise Alley,’ 
followed by “Darling Sue” which 
was also known as “I Love You in 
the Same Old Way”; “Only Me,” | 
“Henrietta, Have You Met Her 
“In a Cozy Corner,” “In a Pagoda” | 
and “The Rose’s Honeymoon.” In| 
1924 he wrote “The Mender of| 
Broken Dreams” for Gertrude Law- 
rence, then starring in “Charlot’s 
Revue.” | 

One of his prized possessions was | 
a barroom bill of fare. He was in| 
the -chorus of “Erminie,” playing | 


Frank Langdon 
Morgan 
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at the Casino when Victor Herbert 
was a ‘cellist in the Metropolitan 


orchestra. He met Herbert one 
night after the show in the back 
room of a nearby bar. Herbert 
had been penciling some musical 
lines on the menu and started to 
throw it away. Bratton asked him 
for it and Herbert obliged. On the 
menu he had scribbled the first eight 
bars of the now-famous “Gypsy 
Love Song.” 

Bratton went from playing in 
musical comedies to producing 
them after his success in the musi- 
cal field. As a member of the firm 
of Leffler & Bratton, he produced 
such shows as “Hodge Podge,” “The 
Star and the Garter,” “The Man from 
China,” and “The Pearl and the 
Pumpkin,” as well as many road 
shows. 

Edwards had collaborated with 
Bratton for the last 15 years. Among 
the songs they wrote were “Sweet- 
heart, Let’s Grow Old Together,” in- 


troduced in England by Gracie Fields 


and “The Teddy Bear's Picnic.” 


Bratton also wrote the lyrics for 
“One World,” built on the theme of 
Wendell Willkie’s book, for which 


Geoffrey O’Hara wrote the music. 


He was a member of The Lambs 
and the Songwriters Protective As- 


sociation. 


He leaves a widow and a daughter. 


x 





PEGGY O’NEILL 


Peggy O'Neill Bowles, 


conducting a schodl for acting in 


San Francisco, died in that city, 
Feb. 7. She was the widow of Arch 
Bowles, West Coast theatre execu- 


tive, who died in 1944. 


Fame first came to her, when as 
Peggy O'Neill she starred in “Peg 
O’ My Heart” shortly after the first 
world war. While the late Laurette 


Taylor was starring in original pro- 
duction, Miss O’Neill was starred in 
road company. 

Later she starred in other plays, 
and won the hearts of London 
theatre goers in the early 1920's in 
“Paddy, The Next Best Thing.” The 
play ran more than two years in the 
British capite] and on tour in the 
provinces. . 

In 1939 she married her late hus- 
band. In addition to her other in- 
terests, Mrs. Bowles served as stage 
manager at the Golden Gate Theatre. 
San Francisco, for a number of 
years. 





LORENZ HIRSCHHORN 


Lorenz Hirschhorn, 86, former 
acrobat and animal trainer, who 
did an act with his wife as The 
Dubells, was found frozen to death 
in his bed in Chicago, Friday night. 
Feb. 7, by police who were attracted 
to a trailer truck by the barking 
of dogs. 

His wife and former partner; 
Barbara, 72, was found unconscious, 
outside in the snow where she had 
apparently fallen while trying- to 


former 
legit actress, who had recently been 


get aid. She was taken to the Cook 
County Hospital and her condition 
is serious. 

They joined the Ringling Circus 
about 25 years ago and stayed with 
it for 10 years, after which they 
played vaude and fair dates, For 
the last seven years they had been | 
living at the trailer parking place. 





REYNALDO HAHN 

Reynaldo Hahn, 72, French com- 
poser and manager of the Grand | 
Opera, died in Paris recently. 

His operetta, “Carmelite,” was pro- | 
duced at the Opera Comique in 1902. 
Other of his works, “Ile du Reve” 
and the ballet “Fete chez Therese,” 
were produced later at the Opera. 

He also wrote the score of several | 
musical comedies, “Ciboulette”, 
“Brummel” and “Oh Mon bel In- 
connu” as well as many songs, and 
a piano concerto. 

He was a Commander in 
Legion of Honor. 





the 





MARTHE CHENAL 
Marthe Chenal, 62, former French 
operatic star, died recently in Paris. 
She made debut in 1905, and acted | 
both at the Opera and Opera | 





Comique. 


She became famous for singing 


|the French national anthem, “Mar-|area, the baseball picture for the 
| seillaise,” cloaked in a French flag|coming season remains unchanged 
,on the steps of the Opera on Armi- 
stice day in the first World War.'the full schedules of the Giants, 
| She repeated this performance many 


times in many places. 
She retired from stage 
years ago. 


several 


ABRAM H. VAN DEUSEN 


Abram H, (Abe) Van Deusen, 51, 
head booker and office manager for 
RKO Pigtures in Albany for — 
years, died in that city Feb. 5. 

He worked for RKO, Pathe and 
other companies in the capital city 
since 1922, and was active in the 
organization of front office workers 
there four years ago. He also took 
a brief fling as an exhibitor in 
Greene, N. Y. 

Survived by widow, son, daughter, 
sister and brother. 





e ERIC MAYNE 

Erie Mayne, 81, stage and screen 
actor, died in Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

For the past 25 years Mayne play- 
ed in films, after a long career on 
the London stage, where for nearly 
three decades he specialized in 
Shakespearean roleg. 

Born in Dublin, Mayne started his 
professional career there as a youth, 











Caldwell H. Brown, Jr. 


1911—1936 


shortly afterwards going to Eng- 
land. 

Several years ago he conducted 
a series of lectures on “Shakespear- 
ean Drama” at the Los Angeles 
public library, 





WALTER C. ASCHENBRENNER 


Walter C. Aschenbrenner, 57, or- 
ganizer and director of the Chicago 
Philharmonic Choir, died in Chicago, 
Feb. 4. He was also conductor of 
the Waukegan Philharmonic Choir. 
Since 1908 he had been associated 
with the American Conservatory of 
Music. 

Survived by widow and son. 


» 





FRANK J. SHEIL 


Frank J. Sheil, 73, managing di- 
rector of Samuel French, Inc., play 
publishers for 20 years, died at his 
home in Bronxville, N. Y., Feb. 6. 

He had been with the publishing 
company for 50 years and had been 
well known in theatrical circles, 
both here and abroad. 

Survived by two daughters. 





ISAAC SELDNER 


_ Isaac Seldner, 81, relief manager 
at Loew’s Mayfair theatre, N. Y.. 
for the last two years, died Feb. 9 
at his home in New York, following 
a heart attack. He had been with 
Loew’s since 1905 and was the oldest 
active manager on the Loew circuit. 
Widow survives. 





MAX GUELSTORFF 
Max Guelstorff, 65, who had been 
one of Berlin’s best known character 
actors, died there Feb. 9. 
For many years he had been as- 
sociated with the late Max Rein- 





‘| Brewing. WMCA is also negotiating 








hardt, having been featured in a 
number of the latter’s productions in 
Berlin. 


Continued 





Mother of Lou Wilson and Joe 
Wolfson, former with Prince Littler 
office in London, latter with the 
cocktail dept. of the William Morris 
agency, N. Ye died in New York, 
Feb, 2. 


on the antagonistic feelings of the 
many Scandinavians with whom he 
talked about the proposed appear- 
ance. 

Newspapers here gave consider - 
able prominence to the Artists 
Course rejection of Mme. Flagstad, 
and the Morning Tribune also 
played up its front page with a 
four-column head a story by one of 
its Washington staff members, Nat 
S. Finney, in which Tor Myklebost’s 
article in an Oslo newspaper, “ex- 
| posing her,” was freely quoted, The 





Paul Huidschinsky, 57, set director 
at Paramount died Feb. 1 in Santa 
Monica, Calif, 





Lewis D. Garvey, 73, retired film 
publicist and advertising executive, 
died Feb, 7 in Hollywood. 


Father, 81, of Milton Bren, film 
producer, died Feb. 3 in Hollywood. 
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Norwegian chief justice Stang, who 
in 1945 gave Mme. Flagstad a clean 
bill of health, reneged on the white- 
wash after publication of the article 
by Myklebost, who was connected 
with the Norwegian legation in 
Washington during the war. 

“Kirsten Flagstad lived 
U. S. when the Germans 
Norway,” Myklebost wrote. 




















in the 
invaded 
“She 


terest, but to irregular time segments 
consumed by each game with con- 
sequent disruption of broadcast 
schedules, And with costs increasing 
down the line, from telephone 
charges to the prices spielers are 
quoting on themselves, advertisers 
are growing more reluctant to plunk 
down the large chunk of coin needed 
to bankroll a full season’s play. 


N. ¥. As Is 


decided in the spring of 1941 to re- 
turn to Norway she made contact 
with the Norwegian legation in 
Washington, D. C., to obtain the le- 
gation’s help in securing a Portu- 
guese visa. 

“The Norwegian Legation stated 
that it could not do this because 
Kirsten Flagstad intended to travel 
through a country which was at war 
with Norway. The legation, how- 
ever, submitted the question to the 
Norwegian ministry of foreign af- 
fairs in London and received a cable 


In the New York metropolitan 


with the local fans being delivered 


Yankees, and Brooklyn Dodgers on 
the same thrée indies that carried| that no assistance should be ren- 
them last year. dered Kirsten Baten age enone 
Typical of the nationwide upward | Flagstad was informed immediately. 
ted in costs for advertisers is the| “Efforts to dissuade Mme, Flag- 
$325,000 which Old Gold is paying |Stad from leaving the United States 
for the Brooklyn games on WHN| were made. It was pointed out that 
this year, compared to the $250,000| her departure would have @ serious 
laid out last year, Old Gold, inci- effect on American public opinion. 
dentally, made its deal direct with| Kirsten Flagstad paid no heed to 
the Brooklyn ball club, the latter | this. ? 

having bought the time from WHN| “She left and there is no other 
in a two-year agreement. explanation of her departure than 

Brooklyn’s home-and-away games| that she must have obtained assist- 
will be handled by Red Barber and| ance from the German embassy in 
Connie Desmond with the out-of-}| Washington...She left America by 
town games being wired in. Full| Trans-Atlantic plane and returned 
schedule of the Giants will be aired|*o Norway via Germany to reside 
over WMCA, with Frankie Frisch| with her husband, Henry Johansen 
and Steve Ellis at the mike for Pabst | (who was indicted on collaboration 
charges and his $26,000,000 estate 
confiscated by the Norwegian gov- 
ernment. He died before he came to 
trial). 

“In the period between April 9, 
1940, and April 19, 1941, Mme. Flag- 
stad was ‘highly indifferent to the 
world crisis, and it apparently 
never occurred to her that her 
country had a right to expect a con- 
tribution from her, On the contrary, 
She had a concert on Nov. 27, 1940, 
in Washington, D. C., which was at- 
tended by the Norwegian ambassa- 
dor and his wife. 

“One can readily imagine the 
ambassador's state of mind when the 
German charge diaffaires, Hans 
Thomsen, took his seat in a box 
nearby just before the concert 
Started. It should also be noted that 
Kirsten Flagstad did not render a 
single Norwegian song throughout 
the evening; the songs were all in 
German with German music. 

“The effects of Kirsten Flagstad’s 
return to Norway were soon seen 
“s . the Norwegian singer had a posi- 
tion so great in America that her 
return to occupied Norway was al- 
ways interpreted to the point that 
conditions in Norway ‘were normal.’ 
Accordingly, all reports about Ger- 
man activities in Norway were 
progaganda.” 

Lombard told the Tribune that he 
had also conferred with concert 
managers in Chicago, Michigan, 
Canada and New York before arriv- 
ing at his decision to turn down the 
proffered booking. The University 
Artists course is the largest and 
most important here. The Minnea- 
polis Symphony orchestra and the 


with the ball club to carry the pre- 
season exhibition games by wire. 
Yankee ball games will be heard 
over WINS, with Mel Alien and Russ 
Hodges doing the play-by-play gab 
for Ballantine Beer and General 
Cigar on a cooperative basis. 


Other Big Leaguers 


In St. Louis, Cardinals’ schedule 
is being aired over WEW and WTMV, 
with Harry Caray and Charles 
“Gabby” Street spieling for Griese- 
dick Bros. Brewing. Dizzy Dean and 
Johnny O’Hara have been signed for 
the Brown schedule, with Falstaff 
Brewing bankrolling. 

In Boston, the Sox and Braves 
home schedule is being aired over 
WHBH and a special New England 
network with local sports announ- 
cer Jim Britt doing the play-by-play. 
Atlantic Refinery and Narragansett 
Brewing are bankrolling the broad- 
casts, Atlantic Refinery is also spon- 
soring the Baltimore Oriole games 
over WITH in conjunction with 
Gunther Brewing. 

Pittsburgh games are to be aired 
over WWSW and a western Pennsyl- 
vania network, with Rosie Roswell 
and Jack Craddock at the mike for 
Atlantic Refinery and General Mills. 
All home games and away games 
are to be carried including, for the 
first time, night and Sunday games. 

In Chicago, the White Sox and 
Cubs’ home games are being carried 
by WIND and WJJD, respectively, 
with Bert Wilson and Bob Elson 
spieling for Old Gold and Walgreen, 
co-sponsoring. 

Detroit games are being broad- 
cast over WXYZ and a Michigan 


: Minneapolis . Auditori 
network by Goebel Brewing with , Aum = «Concert 
Harry Heilman announcing. le series haven't booked her 


Schedule of the Washington 
Senators is being split between two 
local stations. WWDC is covering 
the night and Sunday games while 
WPIK will air the weekday games 
with Arch MacDohald, assisted by 
Ray Morgan working the mike for 
both stations. Old Golds, which had 
the games last year, are not bank- 
rolling this year because Clark 
Griffith, ballclub owner, has set a 
price this year too high for the cig 
outfit’s budget. Another sponsor is 
being sought. 

Waite Hoyt will mike the Cincin- 
nati Reds’ schedule on WCPO for 
Burger Brewing while WGAR will 
air the Cleveland Indians’ games 


with announcer and sponsor not yet 
set. 





Manager Denies Negotiating 

George Engles, head of Consoli- 
dated Concerts and manager of 
Kirsten Flagstad, denied in New 
York that he had been negotiating 
with the University of Minnesota 
for a concert date for the opera 
Singer, “Beyond that,” he said, “I 
have no comment to make.” 





Gigli Denies ‘Fascist’ Rap 


Modena, Italy, Feb. 11. 
Replying to charges made in the 
British House of Commons, Ben- 
lamino Gigli, opera tenor, denied 
that he had written a book published 
in 1943 under the title of “Why I Am 
A Fascist.” British Members of Par- 








Finney story also pointed out that 


° sae } 
was a Norwegian citizen. When she 


—__ 


Nixes Flagstad 


from page 1 





a 
liament had claimed that . 
alleged fascist writings should ; 
him from touring England with re 
opera company, 
Gigli explained that five 

he had authorized Publication of 
“confidences of an exclusively arti 

tic nature and advice to you . 
singers.” Reports that he had penned 
a pro-fascist book, he Said, wer, 
“foundationless.” . 


Mardi Gras. | 


Continued from page 1 — 























TOME NTE O 
Mardi Gras since before 
The decorations alone 
$35,000, 

Mayor Chep Morrison issued ag 
proclamation in which he urged the 
populace “to lay aside every day 
cares and problems and take an sacs 
tive part in the festivities,” 

The city had one major concern: 
what to do with the thousands of 
visitors who want to come here and 
lose their cares in the revelry, Hote} 


the war, 
cost the city 


accommodations are out of the 
question. And rooms in private 
residences are unavailable this year, 
|so tight is the housing situation, 


| Hotels on the Gulf Coast and in 
Baton Rouge, more than 80 miles 
away, have been booked solid. 

The night clubs see a bonanza in 
the Mardi Gras. And the same goes 
for the restaurants and theatres, The 
nitery lads have been taking it on 
the chin since the end of the Christ. 
mas season and business has been 
plenty off since the Sugar Bowl 
visitors went home. But the coming 
two weeks will make up for plenty, 
they sav. 





MARRIAGES 


Lillian Schary Waldman to Paul 
Small, New York, Feb. 9. Bride is 
N. Y. interior decorator and sister of 
Dore Schary, head of RKO film pro- 
duction; Small is the theatrical agent 
and manager. 

Marjorie McMeekan to John R, 
Andrew, Greenwich, Conn,, Feb, 1, 
She is supervisor of service for As- 
sociated Program Service (Muzak); 
he is director of sales promotion for 
same outfit. 

Ella Raines to Major Robin Olds, 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. Bride is screen 
player. 

Bonita Granville to Jack D. Wrath- 
er, Jr., Beverly Hills, Feb. 5. Bride 
is a screen actress; groom a film pro- 
ducer, 

Esther Richards to Carmen Rum- 
mo, Pittsburgh, Jan. 26. Bride’s & 
band singer and groom is pianist 
with Dom Trimarkie orch. 

Doris Fisher to Charles Gershen- 
son, Miami, Feb. 12. Bride is song- 
writer. 

Martha Lund to William A. Hosie, 
Greenwich, Conn., Feb. 9. Groom is 
eastern publicity rep for Walt Disney 
Productions. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zeltner, 80M, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. Father's a sales- 
man for Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Kornfield, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 3. Father is a car- 
toon animator at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman W. Hallberg, 
son, Indianapolis, Jan. 30. Father is 
booker at 20th-Fox exchange in that 
city; mother is daughter of Lawrence 
J. McGinley sales head of Pfestige 
Pictures unit of Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Ladd, son, Hol- 
lywood, Feb. 5. Mother is the for- 
mer Sue Carroll; father is a Para- 
mount star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barén Elliott daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. Fathers the 
bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. James W. MclIntyré, 
son Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. Mother 18 
the former Barbara Burns, ai 

Mr. and Mrs. E. E. MacCosbi, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. Fathers 
on the WCAE staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred S. Fox, — 
son and daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 
7. Father is a radio writer on 
Hope's show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Yergin, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. Father is P.4 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard at 
twin sons, Rockville Center, N. “ 
Feb. 3. Father is publicity-ad ™ 
ager of Mills Music. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mel Brandt, daush 
ter, New York, Feb. 6. Fathet 0 
radio announcer; mother a ™ 
actress, 
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Broadway 


h Seider, prexy of Pruden- 
tal Playhouses, on a month’s va- 
cash in eS will honor James A. 
Farley at luncheon Feb. 20 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

Actress Ann Jeffreys, on leave 
from RKO for “Street Scene,” due 
pack at studio June 8. ; 
Richard Aldrich planed to Mexico 
City last week to see wife, Gertrude 


Corp. Joseph P. Harris, youngest 
son of Charlie Harris, general man- 
ager for George Abbott, back from 


n. : 

weirs. Gus Edwards leaves from 
Hollywood in April for the unveil- 
ing of the late songsmith’s memorial 
at Woodlawn. x ‘ 

Since Universal’s Maurice Berg- 
man fell off that horse in California, 
they're ribbing him about the “horse- 
and-bergy” days. 

Amerigo Benefico, head of Variety 
Film Distributors, sailed for England 
last week for a short business junket 
there and on the Continent. 

Jack L. Warner slated to return to 
Coast at end of this week winding 
up a short N. Y. visit following his 
return from England Feb. 3. 

Mrs. Eddie (Ida) Cantor and 
Natalie Cantor back to the Coast 
after a fortnight’s visit. Janet and 
Marjorie are remaining east. 

Muzak romance culminated in 
marriage of sales promotion director 
John R. Andrew to Marjorie Mc- 
Meekan, supervisor of service. 

Fred J. Schwartz, veepee of Cen- 
tury Theatre circuit, 1947 chairman 
of the Amusement Division in the 
Boy Scouts of America finance drive. 

Arthur Jeffrey, Eagle-Lion exploi- 
tation chief, flashing a Texas deputy 
sheriff badge since returning from 
“It's a Joke Son” preem in Dallas 
last week. 

Arthur Pine, Broadway press | 
agent, to lecture on radio advertis- | 
ing, business news publicity and | 
advertising copy at CCNY, starting | 
tomorrow (13). 

H. Allen Smith’s “Rhubarb” will | 

ot be film-produced by Michael 

odd for Universa)-International 
after all, although Todd took an 
option on his bestseller. 

The Sonny Werblins (Leah Ray) 
cocktail-partyed the Lew (Eddie) 
Wassermans Saturday at their East 
72d St. apartment before the new 
MCA prexy returned to Hollywood. 

Rose and Julian T. Abeles—he’s 
the copyright attorney, yclept the 
Squire of Mount Abeles, Greenwich, 
Conn.—celebrate their 30th anni- 
versary St. Valentine’s Day (Fri- 
day ). 

Mrs. Irving Berlin east over the 
weekend while her songsmith-hus- | 
band gets 2 house preparatory to 
their domiciling there for the sum- 
mer. He’s guesting meantime with 
Joe Schenck. 

Bobby Burns Berman (BBB), ex- 
VARIETY mugg, quondam vauder 
and now a Redwoods, Calif., -mer- 
chant, in tewn to exhibit his blue 
ribbon schnauzer at the Madison Sq. | 
Garden dog show. 

Harry Kurnitz’s cecktailery at the 
Stork next Sunday is just an “inno- 
cent” ghindig excepting that it co- 
incideg with the birthday of Patsy 
England, Ina Claire’s understudy in 
“The Fatal Weakness.” 

Harry Hershfield was cap-and- 

owned as “Dr. of Humor” at the 

nior Centennial prom at the 
Hotel Parl: Central. Dr. Harry N. 
Wright, president of CCNY, made 
the formal presentation. 

Wintering at John Balaban’s La 
Quinta hotel, Indio, Calif., at present 
are the Oscar Doobs and Morty 
Springs, of Loew’s, RKO’s Malcolm 
Kingsberg, Irving ‘Berlin and Joan 
Fontaine while David Loew is slated 
to arrive tomorrow (Thursday ). 

Instead of motoring through Flor- 
ida, Brock Pemberton has taken a 
cottage at the exclusive Jupiter 
Island Club, Hobe Sound, near Palm 

ach, where several other show- 
men spend their winters. Plans to 
remain south until late March. 


London 


John Logie Baird, inventor of tele- 
vision bearing his name, left estate 
of $28,000. 

The Bagatelle, Paris, reopens 
March 7, with Jack Harris and band 
as top attraction. 

Peter Maurice, head of own music 





} 











company, sails for America Feb. 13. 


on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Julius Harrison, composer and 
conductor, is to be director of the 
Elgar Festival at Malvern in July. 


Johnnie Schofield, who has ap- 
Peared 


Cupation. 

Barbara Bliss, starring in out of 
Way Theatre Royal, Stratford, is 
daughter of Arthur Bliss, famous 
English composer. 

_ Michael Standing, director of va- 
Tiety for the British Broadcasting 
Corp., is in Switzerland recuperating 
after recent illness. 

Kirsten Flagstad, here after eight 
years, is to give one concert at the 
Albert Hall with the London Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. 

_ The Ministry of Fuel and Power 
1S sponsoring new play about min- 
ng titled “Black Magic,” to be done 
at the Unity theatre. 

Mrs. Victor Silvester. wife of Brit- 


ish Broadcasting Corp.'s ace band- 
mee had a leg amputated at the 
val Northern hospital. 


Bertha Belmore here from Amer- 


in about 200 British films, | 
runs a tobacco shop as part time oc- | 


ica to star in “Peace Comes to Peck- 
ham” which _ Firth Shephard is 
shortly producing in the West End. 

Music Corp. of England, which had 
to change its name on court order, at 
the instigation of Music Corp. of 
America, to Music Artistes, Ltd., has 
folded. 

Unable to get another theatre. 
Henry Sherek is being forced to 
close his successful show “Message 
for Margaret,” after current Duchess 
theatre run. 

Ro al Court theatre, Sloane square, 
which was badly blitzed during the 
war, will be reopened by owner Jay 
Pomeroy as repertory spot as soon 
as he can get a license. 

Service being neld Feb. 27 at St. 
Paul’s, Covent Garden, to commemo- 
rate the centenary of the birth of 
Dame Ellen Terry, with service to 


| be conducted by Rev. Vincent How- 


son, who was formerly a member of 
Sir Frank Benson's company. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Selloway 


Michael Todd in town for shert 
stay. 

Joan Blondell in town with the 
children. 


Judy Holliday 
singer-Pancoast. 

Walter Winchell back in town at 
the Ronéy Plaza. 

Luba Malina house-guesting with 
the Harry Richmans. 

Robert Mitchum and the missus in 
from the Coast for a stay. 

Jayne Manners Charm Room over 
Park Avenue Club, a click. 


resting at Gros- 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Harry Anger, producer of shows 
for Club Cairo, currently ailing. 
_Abbott & Costello, here to high- 
‘light a local dinner, wowed mem- 





| bers of Variety Club with some in- | 


formal clowning. 

Jinx Falkenburg and Warner starlet 
Jean Warner guestes at National 
Press Club’s inauguration of officers 
past Saturday (8). 

March 12 set for opening date of 


“Best Years of Our Lives” at RKO | 


Keith’s, with manager Sol Sorkin 
announcing a regular grind policy 
plus scale upped to $1.80. 

Jay Carmody, local drama critic, 
,; and Hazel Markel, educational di- 
rector of WTOP-CBS participated 
in forum .to hypo interest in project 


65% of its readers are for abrogat- 
ing the current edict prohibiting 
smoking in French picture theatres. 

Harry. Nova. telling the story of 
George Kollman, currently RKO rep 
in B. A.. who struck a hurricane in 
Cuba, a revolution in Peru, an earth- 
quake in Chile and the Nips in the 
| Philippines. 

Geoffrey Parsons, Jr.. editor of 
Paris Herald Tribune, making a 
/speech at the American Club in lieu 
|of Prefect of the Seine Roger Ver- 
|lomme, who was scheduled but un- 
|able to attend. 

Louis Jouvet, in a lecture at the 
Annales Debatine Club, thanked the 
| Stage crix, claiming that even if un- 

fair they benefit the show business, 
|and that uncriticized playwrights 
|are bound to fade off. 


| Australia 








for a D. C. moppet theatre. 
Stephen Olds, brother of Maj 
Robin Olds, who married screen | 


star Ella Raines past week, is new 
singing discovery of Bob Knight, 
local radio and nitery maestro 

New airer, “Salute to the States,” 
| preemed over station WWDC past 
| Sunday (9), featuring members and 
officers of D.C.’s 48 State Societies, 
plus music typical of state being 
| feted each week. 
| Adelaide Hawley, Metro News of 
j}the Day, and Vivyan Donner, Fox 


| Movietone, highlighted fashion show | 


luncheon for wives of Virginia Mo- 
tion Pictire Theatre Owners, here 
for convention last week. 





Paris 


By Maxime DeBeix 


DeCastro Sisters set for Clover | 
Club date late in the month. 
Max Baer: headed for Coast and 


pic engagement in “Big Town.” 
Myron Cohen and Fisher & White 
head new show at Kitty Davis’. 
Joan Fontaine and Bill Dozier ex- 
pected at Lord Tarleton any day. 
Dario (La Martinique, N. Y.) 
town and gandering nitery shows. 
Lau Walters commuting via plane 
between his N. Y. and Miami Latin 


in 


Quarters. 

Jack (Clover Club) Goldman and 
Al Goldman planed to N. Y. for 
father’s funeral. 

Harry Richman joins’ Sophie 
Tucker and Jackie Miles at the 


Beachcomber, Feb. 18. 

Don Richards’ Famous Door back 
to show policy, with Al Robinson & 
Alkali Ike, plus gal line. 

Gracie Fields set for the Brook 
Club Sunday (14). 

Beachcomber and Copacabana had 
biggest nights of season Saturday 
(8), with rest of clubs around town 
also doing boff biz. » 

Frank Sinatra’s stint for charity 
(all money going to Damon Runyon 
Memorial Fund) at Colonia] Inn 
packed the huge room, Monday night 
(10). 


By Hal Cohen 
Joey Bishop held over at 
Carousel. 
Bob Cochran, 


the 


WCAE announcer, 


| has resigned to go with U. S. Steel 


| Corp: 

John McQuade, local actor, signed 
| for forthcoming tour of “The Front 
| Page.” 

Casino’s Georges Jaffe celebrating 
37th anni as a Pittsburgh showman 
this week. 

“You Can't Take It With You” 
opening run at Carnegie Tech drama 
school this weekend. 

Joe Bahn, of Mercur Music Bar 
staff, off for Mt. Clemens to take the 
baths for couple of weeks. 

@lark Sutton, town’s youngest 
radio producer at KQV—he's 17— 
hurt his back in an auto accident. 

Frances Tannehill, of “Voice of 
Turtle,” was joined here over week- 
end by her actor-husband, Alexander 
Clark. 

Marion Leslie. Sun - Telegraph 
newspaper gal, will make her acting 
debut here in 
house. 

Mary Lee Engstorm has resigned 
from KQV continuity department 
and will be replaced by Bernice 
Friedman. ; 

Bob Gill, former Playhouse direc- 
tor, here for visit from Toronto, 
where he heads U. of Toronto’s 
drama department. 


Terrace Room show couple of nights; 
Beaucaires subbed. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Eddie Byrne directing new vaude 
talent hunt for Theatre Royal. 
Paramount talent scout Kenneth 
new faces in Ire- 








| Carten seeking 
| land. 

Pianist Henryk Mierowski planed 
here for radio appearance and south- 
ern tour. 

Kenneth MacDonald back from 
London for Anew McMaster’s Dub- 
lin season. es 

Harry O'Donovan scripting new 
show for English tour by comedian 
Jimmy O'Dea. 

William P. Ryan, biz manager 
Gate Theatre Productions, planes to 
| London this week. 





| “Brief Encounter” and “The 
| Wicked Lady” barred by Eire film 
|censor Dr. Richard Hayes 

| Chairman Desmond Flynn ope ned 
| National Film Institute course on 
\“Films in Education” for school 


teachers, : 


“Macbeth” at Play- | 


Jose Cabot’s dislocated sacroiliac , 
took him and Evelyn Dresden out of 


Cold 
grosses. 
Painters’ models getting scarce in 
Montparnasse. 
Cynda Glenn 
American friends. 
Suzy Podselver in Paris for awhile 
on her European junket. 
| Rudy Sieber in for a fortnight in 
Paris with wife Marlene Dietrich. 
London Amusement Trades Ex- 


wave in Paris denting 


showing Paris to 


hibition advertising in Paris papers. | 


Carmel Snow, editor of Harper’s 
Bazaar. gandering the fashion shows. 
| Bob Krier back from America 
'with some real cigars unobtainable 
hefe. 
| Latest Paris hats three feet wide, 
and the couturiers busy with their 
openings. 


| Edis de Philippe, American so- 
prano, in “Manon” at the Opera 
Comique. 


Vienna Opera Co. is coming at the 
'Champs Elysees, opening March 12 
| with “Cost fan Tutte.” 
| Marianne Oswald. torch singer, to 
|have her memoirs titled “One Small 

Voice” published by Charlot. 
| Premier Paul Ramadier attending 
the opera gala staged by RKO for 
|its French buy. “Farrebique,” 

Don Redman orchestra, after suc- 
cessful. booking at the Beaulieu here, 
ba to play Holland for a month. 





Joe Hummel cocktailed the press | 


to introduce Yves Vincent, latest 
addition to the Warner talent stable. 


Some line showgirls here trying | 
'to get job as air hostesses but find- 


|ing the scholarly tests a hard hurdle 
to jump. 

Jacques Dauphin, Agence France 
Presse reporter, jugged for break- 
ing military_censorship in Indo China 
reporting. 

“Tortilla Flats” at the Ursulines 
getting Steinbeck and Victor Flem- 
ing raves from the more sophisti- 
cated crix. 

Robert Michal, stage manager of 





they banned Shakespeare’s “Shy- 


| lock” there. 


| Isabelle Kloubowsky. who did dub- | 


| bing for Metro during the war. now 
| reading scripts in Parjs for Sir Alex- 
j} ander Korda. 

Restaurantman Petipa, Ballet des 
| Champs Elysees angel, back to his 
leatery while Roland Petit takes the 
company abroad. 

| All Paris crix getting a copy of 
“Lost Weekend” in French from 
publisher Robert Lafon through a 
tieup with Par flackery. 


edition of the Herald Tribune, mar- 
ried to Jacqueline Lenoir. 

Leonide Lifar, brother of choreog- 
rapher Serge Lifar, trying _to get 
Nijinsky from Vienna to Paris to 
!open a dancing academy there. ; 

Madeleine Renaud and Jean Louis 
Barrault taking their Marigny 
“Fausses Confidences’ company for 
a tour soon to Portugal and Eng- 
land. 

The French press devoted more 
front-page space to Grace Moore 


death of Premier Georges Clemen- 
ceau. 

A local combine, headed by 
'Kamenka and Artus, is blueprinting 
an organization specializing in the 
' production of pictures for children 
| audiences. 

Helene Vercors, actress currently 
in reviyal of Armand Salacrou’s 
“Terre est Ronde,” is the wife of 





| Fine Arts. a 
| Victor Francen publicized here as 


coming back from Hollywood to pro- | 


and a 
“Life 


“Reubens” 
of 


duce a_ picture 
French stage adaptation 
with Father.” 

Par’s “Lost Wéekend” will shortly 
get its firstrun release in three Paris 
theatres playing day and date at the 
Paramount. the exclusive Marbeuf 
and the Lynx. 

A poll of its readers by the eve- 
ning daily Paris Presse shows that 


| the Frankfurt theatre, resigned when | 


Jules B. Grad, formerly of Stars | 
and Stripes, now on the European 


than to any other celeb since the | 


Pierre Bourdan, new Minister for | 


By Eric Gorrick 

Bill Osborne will make a tour of 

this zone for Monogram 
|. Charles Munro is buying more 
| Brisbane nabe houses to increase his 
| circuit. 

Wee Georgie Wood is expected 
here soon to do vaude tour for Dave 
Martin's Tivoli loop. 

Archie Young, longtime branch man- 
ager for Columbia in South Wales, 
has resigned because of ill-health. 

Graham Willis has been appointed 


by Bernie Freeman, Metro chief, as | 


jassistant to advertising director Hal | 
Carleton. 
Understood that the MacQuarie 


commercial radio network will have 
| quite a lot of U. S. radio talent out 


i here shortly. 
| Madge Elliott and Cyril Richard 
will plane back to London in two 


weeks after completing Aussie tour 
for Williamson-Tait. 

Carnivals and other outdoor set- 
ups doing fine this summer. Re- 
lease of more petrol sees carnivals 
hitting the road again. 

“Gay Rosalinda” still doing big biz 


in Melbourne for Williamson-Tait at | 


| His Majesty’s. “Follow the Girls” 
goes in after Sydney run. 
Ealing’s “Overlanders” has swung 


into its fifth month at the Lyceum, | 
Sydney, for Greater Union Theatrés 


under direction of Norman Rydge. 

Aussie Religious 
headed by: Rev. Hamilton Aikin. has 
bought some 15 new films in Eng- 
land from the J. Arthur Rank unit 
for showing here. 


A big boom is expected this com- | 


ing winter in ice-skating in Sydney 
and Melbourne. Applications have 
been made to the authorities for per- 
mission. to erect ‘more rinks in each 


city. 
Lunch hour concerts popular in 
Sydney. Office workers, factory 


hands and suchlike make up audi- 
ence with longhair yen. 
cert celebrities -do the t-h chore for 
50 cents admission. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Blackstone, magician, into Lyceum 
Feb. 17-22. 

Korny Klowns into St. Paul Park 
| night club. 

Hotel Lowry Terrace has Bernie 
LaMotte orchestra. 

Vaughn Monroe 
week of March 20. 

Columbus Boys’ choir into St. Paul 
| Auditorium Feb. 22. 





into Orpheum 


| Auditorium this week. 

| Charlie Wiener appointed Selz- 
|nick representative here. 

North Star Drama Guild offering 
,“Barrets of Wimpole Street.” 


i 
' 


Fox sales staff to teach music. 


manager, to Chicago for sales meet- 
ing. 

Allen Luddin here ahead of Mau- 
rice Evans’ “Hamlet,” giving lec- 
tures. 

Metropolitan Opera, here for four 
performances next month, will have 
' $7.20 top. 

Chicago Symphony orchestra drew 
{full house at Northrop Memorial 
| Auditorium. 

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox sales 
| manager, undergoing major opera- 
| tion at Mayo Clinic this week. 
| Morning Tribune has started daily 
‘film, radio and record column with 
| Will Jones, feature writer, handling. 
| Latin-American revue into Hotel 
| Nicollet Minnesota Terrace with Tito 
| Coral, Carlos & Linda and Irma 
| Henriquez. 
| After four years at Park Club in 
| St. Paul, Pappy Trester’s “Screw- 
balls” have moved into Happy Hour 
nitery here as first stop on tour. 


Buenos Aires 

Maestro Juan Jose Castro off for 
| Havana concert tour. 
| Argentina Sono Film setting out 
| welcome mat for Dolores del Rio. 
Carlo Buti renews radio programs 
| for Federal Soas on Belgrano net. 
| Mirtha Legrand (Senora Daniel 
| Tinayre) expecting birth of a child. 

Radio Mundo net announcing Tito 


Schipa to arrive in June for radio 
and concerts. 





radio dates because Rio Janeiro at- 
tractions too strong. 

| Edward D. Cohen, 20th-Fox super- 
| visor, clippered into Buenos Aires on 


last lap of South American trip 
down Pacific coast. 
Iris Marga and Miguel Faust 


Rocha, axed at the National Comedy 
theatre for anti-Peron views, pack- 
ng for legit engagement in Spain. 


Film Society, | 


Noted con- | 


Alec Templeton plays concert at 


Eli Barnett resigned from 20th- | 
LeRoy J. Miller, Universal branch , 


Elvira Rios postponed Argentine | 


Hollywood 


Herbert Rawlinsons divorced. 

Clark Gable laid up with flu. 
_ Arch Reeve laid up with poison 
ivy. 

Ralph Wheelwright in from New 
York. 

Mona 
Aires. 

Coles Trapnell laid up with bron- 
chitis. 

Buddy DeSylva bought a house at 
| Malibu. 
“larence Brown on siesta at Palm 
' Springs. 

Robert Mitchum to Cuba on a fish- 
ing trip. 

Bill Feeder joined the Nero Films 


aa + eee | 


Maris planed to Buenos 





| flackery. 

Lee Harris to Arizona on ASCAP 
vusiness. 

Edward Arnold to Salt Lake City 
ron vousiness 

Phil Cahns celebrated the Sil- 
ver Wedding. 

Rosalind Russell to La Quinta for 


a month’s rest. 
Harry Wardell on the 
ritical illness. 
Sara Swartz 
major surgery. 
James Tinling home from the hos- 
pital after surgery. 
William Elliott to 
for the cattle show. 


mena alter 
recovering I 


om 


San Francisco 


Phil Ford returned to Republic 
after appendectomy. 
Marjorie Reynolds on siesta at 


Arrowhead Springs. 
Jack Carson to Phoenix to emcee 
the Boy Scout show. 


Richard Conte broke his ght 
hand in a tennis game 
Joan Leslie enrolled as part- 


time student at UCLA 

Bing Crosby elected a directo: 
the Western Golf Assn. 

Mickey Rooney to Miami to head 
show at the Copacabana. 

James Stewart returned 
| three weeks in New York 

Warner Baxters celebrated 
29th wedding anniversary. 

Jean Osborne hospitalized for ob- 
servation in Santa Monica. 

Frederick Worlock celebrated 
45th anni in show busjness. 

Jack Votion due from Paris in two 
| weeks for huddles at RKO. 
i Dick Bare to Las Vegas on com- 
i bined business and vacation. 

Peter Lind Hayes heading 
| floor show at Slapsy Maxie’s. 

Tom Greenway and Coleman Clark 
to Las Vegas for nitery dates. 

Rudy Vallee to Las Vegas to lead 
a troupe at the Last Frontier 

Jerry Hoffman moved into his new 
home in San Fernando Valley. 


of 


irom 


their 


his 


new 


Clark Gable cut a birthday cake 
on “The Hucksters” set at Metro. 
Ben Kalmenson and Norman 
Ayers left for Jacksonville, Fla. 
Marvin Miller warming up in the 
desert at the Furnace Creek Inn 
Siegel took over new, 


chores in the Paramount flackery. 
Mary MacLaren to Harrisburg, Pa., 
'to visit the governor, her cousin. 
Sheila Ryan in from three weeks 
of personal appearances in Texas. 
Byron Haskin to Mexico City and 
Acapulco for a two-week vacation. 
Mary Marlo won an annulment of 
her marriage to Fred John Richards. 
George Stevens and Lou Smith re- 
turned from business in New York. 
Andre Villon, French thesp, ar- 
rived to make his home in California. 
Buddy Rogers resumed his pro- 
duction chores after a week out with 


flu. 

Brian Donlevy had a_ birthday 
| party on the “Heaven Only Knows” 
set. 
| Alberto de Zavalia, Argentine film 
director, guesting with Milton Sper!- 
| ing. 

Harry Sherman to Salt Lake City 
| a - acatgs for the premier of “Ram- 
| rod.” 
| John Houseman in from Manhat- 
tan to resume production chores at 
RKO. 

Gene Kelly back to work at Metro 
after two weeks out with a sprained 
ankle. 

Ginger Rogers, Jack Briggs 
Scotty Melbourne returned 
Denver. 

Richard Morgan in from Para- 
mount’s home office for studio 
huddles. 

Tom Moore, drama coach for years, 
is acting again in “Forever Amber” 
at 20th-Fox. 

Sam Hill celebrated his 25th anni- 
versary as superintendent of the 
Goldwyn lot. 

Merian C. Cooper to Mexico City 


| Norman 


and 
from 


to wind w production details on 
“The Fugitive. 
Faith rgue returned to work 


in “Vendetta” after three days out 
with bronchitis. 

Joan Fontaine and William Dozier 
start a Caribbean vacation on Wash- 
| ington’s Birthday. 

Virginia Mayo to Denver fq per- 
sonal appearance with “Thé Best 
| Years of Our Lives.” 

Charles D. Brown, former Broad- 
way thesp, playing his 100th film 
| role in “I Walk Alone.” 

Henry Ginsberg reelected to the 
board of directors of the Joint Dis- 
| tgibution Committee for relief of 
| hungry Europe. 

Joan Crawford and Dana Andrews 
'aceepted their Golden Apple Awards 
as Hollywood’s most cooperative 
thesps at a luncheon tossed by the 
Hollywood Women’s Press Club. 

New Don the Beachcomber’s in 
Beverly Hills on Pico Bivd., near 
Hillcrest Country Club, will house 
|characteristic South Seas Shops, be- 
'sides separate huts as private dining 


rooms, 
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